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H


ello, I’m Sami. I love animals, especially unusual animals. We hear 



a lot about cute and cuddly creatures, but I love learning about 


the ones that don’t get as much attention. The creatures that are 


extra scaly, slimy, wrinkly, lumpy, bumpy, feathery, furry, woolly or hairy. 


Animals who behave in weird and wonderful ways. 


In this book, I’m going to explore a group of unusual animals who are 


all masters of disguise. Some animals have clever ways to blend in with 


their surroundings. This is known as camouflage. Other animals can make 


themselves look like something else, such as another animal, plant or 


object. This is called mimicry.


These animals didn’t always do these things. They developed these abilities 


slowly, over time. To find out how this happened – why an animal might 


transform themself to look like a leaf, for example, or why another 


might release a smelly pong in certain situations – we need to think 


about evolution.


Evolution is the process of a living thing changing over many 


generations. They do this to help them survive, and to ensure their 


species can continue. As a creature evolves, their appearance 


usually changes, and so does the way they act. Many animals, 


plants and fungi have evolved to use camouflage, mask their 
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