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Jack Frost’s Spell

 

I know that babies cry a bit,

But goblin infants never quit!

They seem to love to scream and shout

And spit their soggy dummies out.

 

Without my sleep I just can’t cope.

The magic toy’s my only hope!

Let royal babies cry all night,

But make those goblin tots sleep tight!
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“Jessica is such a beautiful baby,” said Mrs Walker, smiling at her friend Emily. “Congratulations!”

“Thank you,” said Emily, stifling a big yawn. “She’s wonderful, but I wish she would sleep a bit more. She cried all last night!”

Rachel Walker was holding Jessica on her lap. She shook a rattle over her head and Jessica smiled.

“She’s so sweet,” said Rachel, smiling. “I love her little hairband!”
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“Look at her fingernails,” exclaimed Rachel’s best friend, Kirsty Tate. “I can’t believe how tiny they are!”

Mrs Walker, Rachel and Kirsty had come to visit Emily and meet Jessica for the first time. Emily unwrapped the tiny clothes and toy rabbit that they had brought for Jessica. But even as she was thanking them, she yawned again.
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“I’m sorry, I don’t mean to be rude,” she said. “I’m just so tired.”

“Why does she wake up in the night?” asked Rachel.

“All new babies have to wake in the night to drink milk,” said Mrs Walker.

“Jessica usually goes straight back to sleep after her milk,” said Emily. “I don’t know why she wouldn’t sleep last night!”

Kirsty tickled Jessica and she gave another smile. Emily smiled too.

“Thank you both for playing with her so gently,” she said to the girls. “It’s lovely to see how much you make her smile.”

When they were walking back to Rachel’s house, the girls couldn’t stop talking about how sweet little Jessica was.

“I wonder if we’ll be allowed to babysit for her one day,” said Kirsty.

“I expect Emily will be glad of that when Jessica’s a bit older,” Mrs Walker said. “I hope she sleeps better tonight. I remember how tiring it is to be a new mother.”

Rachel laughed. She could hardly imagine herself being a baby!

“Did I keep you awake, Mum?” she asked, putting her arm around Mrs Walker.

“Sometimes,” said Mrs Walker with a chuckle. “It was all worth it. I wish I knew a magic spell to make babies sleep, though!”
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Rachel and Kirsty exchanged a smile. Their fairy friends would probably know a spell or two! The girls had often visited Fairyland together, and they knew that there was often magic to be found in the human world too – if they looked carefully enough.

They reached Rachel’s house, hurried inside and kicked off their shoes.
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