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				 “We shall find peace. We shall hear angels, we shall see the sky sparkling with diamonds.” 

				Anton Chekhov

				Uncle Vanya (1898)
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				Although unseen, angels are all around us, bringing us gifts from heaven. They protect, guide, inspire and encourage; they offer protection and come to our aid when we ask. You may not be fully aware of angels yet, but they are already with you and working for you in many invisible ways. Learning to access the angelic realm and harness the angels' healing power will illuminate and enrich your life experiences, bringing comfort, hope, love and safety to you in your daily life and in your dreams.

				On the following pages, you will discover the hierarchy of angels, the properties each one governs and who to call on for specific needs, 

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				7

			

		

		
			
				such as: strength, healing, protection, opportunity, romance, friendship, travel, energy, finances, forgiveness and concentration. Connect with your angel guides, see, hear and feel their presence, channel their healing and summon them in times of need. 

				Angels may appear differently to you than to others, and here you will find interpretations, visions and beliefs of many religions, philosophers, artists and mystics throughout time, from Zoroastrianism to Christianity, Dante to Emanuel Swedenborg. Divine messengers, faithful guardians and mystical celestial beings, the angels are here to help you on life’s journey, to learn, love, grow and be kind to others.
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				The religious, spiritual and mythological traditions of angels, their ranks and titles.
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				In many religions, especially monotheistic ones such as Jewish, Islamic, Zoroastrian and Christian faiths, angels are spiritual beings who act as intermediaries between God and humans. 
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				Their roles are many: to command or inform individuals of their destiny; teach and carry out divine work; pray to God on behalf of humans; interpret prophetic visions; convey the authority of heaven; give testament to God’s power; deliver messages; protect and help mortals; and transport the souls of the dead to the afterlife. As humankind is graced with free will, angels are believed not to interfere with a person's life, but to simply guide and protect that life. 
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				Images of winged deities or beings appeared in ancient Egyptian, Assyrian, Persian, Greek and Roman culture, as well as Celtic and Norse mythology, predating the concept of one god. 

				In ancient Hebrew, Greek and Arabic, the word angel translates as “messenger”. The Hebrew mal’akh appears throughout the Tanakh as well as other religious writings. The angels ascend and descend Jacob’s Ladder, connecting earth and heaven; the Talmud associates them with the element of fire. 

			

		

	
		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				13

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				In ancient Greece, the equivalent to angels is ethereal and immortal messenger deities, such as the goddess Nike and the gods Eros and Thanatos – all depicted in human-like form with wings. In classical art, flying winged angels, very often in pairs flanking a central figure, are derivations of the goddess Nike. 

				The texts of magic spells, prayers and secrets known as the Greek Magical Papyri or Papyri Graecae Magicae (dating from between 100 BCE and 400 CE) lists the names of angels found in monotheistic religions except here they appear as deities rather than angels. 
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