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How to use this book



Welcome to Hodder Education’s MYP by Concept series! Each chapter is designed to lead you through an inquiry into the concepts of individuals and societies, and how they interact in real-life global contexts.
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KEY WORDS


Key words are included to give you access to vocabulary for the topic. Glossary terms are highlighted and, where applicable, search terms are given to encourage independent learning and research skills.
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As you explore, activities suggest ways to learn through action.
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ATL


Activities are designed to develop your Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:


Some activities are formative as they allow you to practise certain parts of the MYP Language acquisition Assessment Objectives. Other activities can be used by you or your teachers to assess your achievement against all parts of an assessment objective.
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Key Approaches to Learning skills for MYP Individuals and Societies are highlighted whenever we encounter them.
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Hint


In some of the Activities, we provide Hints to help you work on the assignment. This also introduces you to the new Hint feature in the e-assessment.
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Information boxes are included to give more detail and explanation.
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EXTENSION


Extension activities allow you to explore a topic further.
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Take action


While the book provides opportunities for action and plenty of content to enrich the conceptual relationships, you must be an active part of this process. Guidance is given to help you with your own research, including how to carry out research, guidance on forming your own research question, as well as linking and developing your study of language acquisition to the global issues in our twenty-first-century world.
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Finally, at the end of the chapter you are asked to reflect back on what you have learned with our Reflection table, maybe to think of new questions brought to light by your learning.


You are prompted to consider your conceptual understanding in a variety of activities throughout each chapter.
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Links to:


Like any other subject, individuals and societies is just one part of our bigger picture of the world. Links to other subjects are discussed.
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …


Each chapter has an IB learner profile attribute as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect on these too.


[image: ]







[image: ]






  Global interactions  


  Power; Choice  


  Globalization and sustainability  



1 What does it mean to be a global citizen?


Global problems are a reality but individuals have the power and choice to make a positive difference.
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IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL …





•  Find out about some of the major issues facing the world and some of the possible solutions.



•  Explore:








    •  how different environments are threatened by human actions


    •  human rights issues affecting children.








•  Take action by looking at the different ways individuals can make a positive difference to others.
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CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:


Factual: What are some of the issues facing the world today? How have different environments been damaged by human action? What are some of the human rights issues facing children? What is the role of international organizations in tackling global issues? What are some of the consequences and solutions to plastic pollution?


Conceptual: What is meant by the term ‘human rights’?


Debatable: Can individuals change the world?


Now share and compare your thoughts and ideas with your partner, or with the whole class.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills will be useful …




•  Creative-thinking skills


•  Critical-thinking skills


•  Communication skills


•  Information literacy skills
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KEY WORDS


deforestation


human rights


pollution


recycling


sustainability
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …


Caring – we will consider the different ways that people can make a positive difference to others and the planet.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:




•  Criterion A: Knowing and understanding


•  Criterion B: Investigating


•  Criterion C: Communicating


•  Criterion D: Thinking critically
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE


Look at the pictures (Figure 1.1a and b) on these pages.


With a partner, think about whether individuals can change the world. Can anyone change the world? In what ways can people change the world?


Share your thoughts with the class.
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HUMAN ACHIEVEMENT



Planet Earth is sometimes referred to as the lucky planet, given its ability to support complex life. Earth has just the right mix of gases for a breathable atmosphere – it is not too hot and not too cold, and there is an abundance of water. Humans have inhabited the planet for thousands of years and gradually the world has become more and more interconnected. If we consider the differences between the lifestyles of prehistoric people with our twenty-first-century lives we can see the considerable extent of these changes.


These changes have come as a result of a range of discoveries and scientific and technological breakthroughs. The interconnected world can be seen in the complex trading relationships around the world; often the items we use in daily life have travelled far to reach us. The progress of human societies can be seen in many of the cities of the world, with numerous examples of artistic, architectural and scientific achievement.


Despite these considerable achievements, there are major issues facing the world at present. In this chapter we will identify some of these issues and explore the different ways that individuals can take action and help bring about positive change.
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Links to: Sciences


What is Earth’s atmosphere made of? How is it different from other planets in the solar system?
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ACTIVITY: Human achievement
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ATL


Creative-thinking skills – Apply existing knowledge to generate new ideas, products or processes
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1  Look at the pictures (Figure 1.2a–e). For each picture explain how it can be described as an example of human achievement.



2  In pairs, list other human achievements from your own knowledge. You can think of examples from the past as well as the present.



3  Visit a news website and try to find an article about human achievement. This could be about a scientific breakthrough, an artistic creation or a story of heroism. Write a description of the article and explain why it is an example of human achievement.



4  The key concept for this chapter is global interactions. How do you think the different examples of human achievement discussed would affect global interactions?
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What are some of the issues facing the world today?
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Human rights issues can often involve prejudice and discrimination.


Prejudice – Dislike or hatred towards someone based on unfair opinions, for example, racism, sexism


Discrimination – Treating someone differently, usually in a negative manner based on unfair opinions; for example, racist laws in a country
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ACTIVITY: What are some of the issues facing the world today?
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ATL


Critical-thinking skills – Interpreting data
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1  Study the graph showing the number of doctors per 1,000 people (Figure 1.4).







    a  Which countries had the highest number of doctors per 1,000 people in 2013?


    b  Which countries had the lowest number of doctors per 1,000 people in 2013?


    c  Explain the consequences for people of having i) a very low number of doctors per 1,000 people, and ii) a very high number of doctors per 1,000 people.








2  Study the political cartoon (Figure 1.5) ‘The rich get richer and the poor get their byproducts’.







    a  Describe what is happening in the cartoon.


    b  Explain the message of the cartoon.


    c  Do you agree or disagree with the message? Why?








3  Study the table (Table 1.1) on endangered species.







    a  What do you understand by the term ‘endangered’?


    b  Explain why certain species of animals are endangered.


    c  Choose one of the animals in the table to research in greater detail to find out more about the issue.
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REFLECTION


In this section we have explored some examples of global issues. Write a reflection to explain what you understand about the issues facing the world and what you would like to find out more about.


Do some further research into one of the seven global issues presented on pages 6–7 to deepen your inquiry.
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Table 1.1 Top ten endangered animals 2014 (data from World Wildlife Fund)






	Species

	Number left in the wild






	Amur leopard

	40






	Javan rhinoceros

	60






	Panther

	80






	Red wolf

	100






	California condor

	130






	Sumatran rhinoceros

	300






	Cross River gorilla

	300






	Asiatic lion

	350






	Northern right whale

	350






	Indochinese tiger

	500








How have different environments been damaged by human action?
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ENVIRONMENTAL CASE STUDY 1 – PLASTIC IN THE OCEANS


Plastic is a very useful product: it is cheap and easy to make and it lasts a long time. Plastic can be used to make a huge variety of products that have great benefit to people, including:





•  bags



•  chairs



•  toys



•  buttons



•  water bottles



•  shampoo bottles



•  video game controllers



•  light switches



•  covering for wires



•  keyboards.
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE


Think about your own life; how much plastic do you use on a daily basis?
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Despite these obvious uses, plastic is a problematic material for the environment. Much of the plastic waste in the world ends up in landfill sites or in the seas and oceans. As plastic takes a very long time to break down – and in many cases never completely degrades – this creates a major environmental issue. In recent years, environmentalists have been campaigning to raise more awareness of the consequences of the human use of plastic.


One of the places where you can often see the impact of the disposal of plastic is on the beaches. A huge variety of plastic can be found washed up on beaches across the world. For example, on a number of beaches in Hawaii, the plastic waste is so high that you actually need to dig into it to find decent amounts of sand. In addition, the vast majority of this plastic is not from Hawaii itself but has floated thousands of miles across the Pacific Ocean before reaching these beaches.


Environmentalists have found an area of the Pacific Ocean that they are calling the Great Pacific Garbage Patch. This is a vast area of the ocean, about the size of Texas, which is filled with plastic particles. It is found in an oceanic area called the doldrums, known for its calm winds, which in the past has trapped sailors for days when there has been no wind to power their boats.
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Links to: Sciences


The patterns of the tides in the seas and the oceans can create some interesting phenomena, which could be researched in your science classes. Explore the following terminology: doldrums, gyre, whirlpool. How can some of these tidal conditions help to explain the formation of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch?
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SOURCE A
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Account by Captain Charles Moore, discoverer of the Great Pacific Garbage Patch, in an article for Natural History magazine in 2003


‘So on the way back to our home port in Long Beach, California, we decided to take a shortcut through the gyre, which few seafarers ever cross. Fishermen shun it because its waters lack the nutrients to support an abundant catch. Sailors dodge it because it lacks the wind to propel their sailboats.


‘Yet as I gazed from the deck at the surface of what ought to have been a pristine ocean, I was confronted, as far as the eye could see, with the sight of plastic.


‘It seemed unbelievable, but I never found a clear spot. In the week it took to cross the subtropical high, no matter what time of day I looked, plastic debris was floating everywhere: bottles, bottle caps, wrappers, fragments. Months later, after I discussed what I had seen with the oceanographer Curtis Ebbesmeyer, perhaps the world’s leading expert on flotsam, he began referring to the area as the “eastern garbage patch”.’
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SOURCE B
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SOURCE C
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Extract from the website of the National Resources Defense Council (NRDC), an environmental action group


‘Plastic pollution affects every waterway, sea and ocean in the world. When we damage our water systems, we’re putting our own well-being at risk. This pollution also has huge costs for taxpayers and local governments that must clean this trash off of beaches and streets to protect public health, prevent flooding from trash-blocked storm drains, and avoid lost tourism revenue from filthy beaches.’
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SOURCE D
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ACTIVITY: Plastic oceans
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ATL


Information literacy skills – Make connections between various sources of information
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1  Why do you think plastic is such a widely used product?



2  According to the sources, why is plastic such a problem for the world’s oceans and seas?



3  What is the Great Pacific Garbage Patch? Why does plastic get stuck there?



4  Why do you think Hawaii is particularly affected by these issues?



5  Copy and complete the following table.









	Source

	Origin

	Purpose






	A

	 

	 






	B

	 

	 






	C

	 

	 






	D

	 

	 










6  Circle of viewpoints – in groups of six, take on one of the identities (see table).







    a  In your groups, use the following scripts to discuss the plastic in the ocean issue using the different viewpoints.







        i    I am thinking of the environmental impact of plastic from the point of view of …


        ii   I think … (Describe the topic from your viewpoint. Be an actor – take on the character of your viewpoint.)



        iii  A question I have from this viewpoint is … (Ask a question from this viewpoint.)








    b  After you have discussed the different viewpoints, choose three of the identities and write a paragraph for each to explain what you think their opinion would be about this global issue.









	
Environmental campaigner – You work for an environmental group that is committed to improving the environment. You regularly campaign about the state of the oceans and the seas.

	
Chief Executive of a plastics company – You run a major plastics manufacturing company that has been operating with high profits for many years. Many of your products end up in the seas and oceans.






	
Hotel owner at a beach resort – You are not usually too worried about environmental issues but you are concerned about how this issue might affect the beaches and water near the resort.

	
Owner of a fishing boat – You make a living through fishing. You have noticed that the amount of plastic debris in the ocean has increased over the years. You are unsure what to make of it.






	
Family living near the beach – You’ve lived by the coast for many years and enjoy going to the beach and swimming in the sea. You are seriously concerned about this issue.

	
School student in a city – You use a lot of plastic products in your daily life. You sometimes think about the environment but don’t really think about the consequences of your actions.
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Assessment opportunities:


This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Thinking critically (strands iii and iv).
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Origin and purpose


What is meant by the origin and purpose of sources?


Within individuals and societies we often refer to different sources of information in terms of their origin and purpose. The origin of the source usually refers to where the information came from while the purpose considers the overall point of the information. The following questions can help you to understand what to write when asked about this:


Origin – What is the name of the source? Who made or wrote it? When was it made? Where was it created?


Purpose – Why was the source created? What is its intention? Who is it for?


For Criterion D: Thinking critically, one of the skills you need to develop is the clear identification of the origin and purpose of different sources.


[image: ]





WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES OF PLASTIC IN THE OCEANS?


1 Harmful to wildlife


One of the most catastrophic consequences of plastic pollution is to wildlife. Marine animals can choke on pieces of plastic in the seas and oceans, often leading to death. Plastic can entangle animals causing them serious injury.


2 Environmental damage


A wide variety of environments can be affected by plastic pollution. As plastic does not break down easily it stays in the same place for a long time. The impact is evident on many beaches around the world, landfill sites and the collection of plastic in the oceans.


3 Plastic takes a long time to break down


The big problem of plastic pollution is getting it to break down. Plastic, unlike other materials, does not degrade fully. This means that if plastic is dropped as litter, it is likely to remain intact for a long time. Added to this problem is the throwaway culture in which plastic is often used. For instance, water bottles are often used only once and then thrown away, making these environmental issues more severe.


4 Health consequences for humans


Plastic can also be harmful to human health if it ends up in the food chain. Although research into the effects of plastic on human health is still in its early stages, there are concerns about how the scale of plastic in our natural environments will affect human health.
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WHAT ARE THE SOLUTIONS TO PLASTIC IN THE OCEANS?


1 Reduce


One of the easiest ways to improve the conditions of the environment due to plastic disposal is simply to use less plastic. Instead of purchasing single-use plastic water bottles, a reusable water bottle can significantly reduce wastage. By being more conscious of what we buy and how we dispose of it we can have positive effects on the environment.


2 Recycle


Plastic can be used more than once. Therefore, one way of reducing the impact of plastic use on the environment is through recycling. For instance, a plastic bag can be recycled and used numerous times for shopping. Plastic can be sorted for disposal and then recycled for different uses in local facilities.


3 Clean up


Another way to reduce the impact of plastic on the environment can be seen through efforts to actually clean it up. This can be done by individuals and local communities but also on national and global scales. Beach clean-ups are a good example of this in action.


4 Legal action


Governments hold huge power to help reduce the plastic problem. Laws can be passed which give people greater environmental responsibility. International organizations like the United Nations can also initiate more global responsibility towards the environment. Individuals can campaign to their local and national government representatives to take more action to improve environments.


5 Technology


New technologies could also be a solution by finding new products in the future or developing technology to clean up the seas and oceans. For information on some of these solutions visit this website: www.theoceancleanup.com
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DISCUSS


‘The oceans and seas are the shared responsibility of all countries.’


In groups, discuss this statement. Do you agree or disagree? What do you think are some of the major challenges with this concept? How do you think the issues affecting the ocean connect to the key concept of global interactions?


[image: ]







[image: ]


REFLECTION: Solutions


Copy and complete this table to reflect on possible solutions that could be carried out on a personal, local and global level.
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HUMAN RIGHTS - People do not enjoy the same rights globally. There are
many parts of the world where different groups in society do not experience
equality and, worse, may experience prejudice and discrimination. Human
rights issues can also include abuses by a government to its people, such as
torture. A major organization that is committed to campaigning for greater
human rights is the United Nations.

WARS - Wars have shaped and
continue to shape human life in a
negative way. Wars nearly always
involve a severe loss of life and they
have many causes and consequences.
Efforts to promote peacemaking can
improve this global issue.

THE ENVIRONMENT - Environmental issues are a major global problem
and we will examine two case studies in this chapter. Environmental issues
relate to anything that is damaging or threatening to both

natural and human environments. Examples of environmental

damage include pollution, the depletion of natural resources "I

and waste disposal. There are many people in the world who
are committed to improving the environment and there are a
variety of ways that people can make a difference.

RESOURCES - Resources refer to the amount of goods
that people or countries have access to. These resources
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HEALTH - Proportionally, very few people in the world have
access to high-quality health care. There are many parts of
the world where several thousands of people share access to
a single doctor. Health can be seen to be a global issue
owing to these inequalities. In addition,
there are parts of the world where
health issues can become
considerably worse during
times of war, natural disasters,
drought or famine conditions.

TERRORISM - Terrorism is a
global issue with a variety of
causes. It usually involves
violence against people in the
name of a particular cause. This
violence nearly always leads to
a lot of suffering.

B Figure 1.3 Issues facing the world today
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POLLUTION - As discussed in the case study, the disposal of
plastic is a major pollutant affecting the seas and oceans, but
there are many other materials deposited into waters causing
other problems. As well as affecting marine life, pollution can
also affect humans through consumption of fish. Particularly
problematic pollutants include chemical fertilizers, sewage
and oil.

GHOST FISHING —
This is a problem
caused by old
fishing nets that are
left in the seas after
being discarded or

OVER-FISHING —
This is where an
area of the ocean
or sea is fished

What are
some of the

beyond its problems lost by fishers.
capability to facing the Diﬂerznt species of
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numbers of fish oceans?

stuck in the nets,
eventually leading
to starvation or
suffocation (see
Figure 1.11).

lost. This leads to
major issues with
the ecosystem.

SHARK FINNING — This issue affects sharks whose fins are
sliced off to be used in shark fin soup. This practice has led
to a number of species of shark becoming endangered; for
instance, the hammerhead shark. The practice usually
involves cutting the fins off the shark and then discarding the
live shark back into the water, where it is unable to swim
\properly and at risk of suffocation.

B Figure 1.10 Some of the problems facing the seas
and oceans





