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Introduction





About this book


This book has been designed to be used however you and your teacher want. The content can be used by teachers to create their own lessons, or you may work through the resources and activities on each spread more intensively.


Teachers are encouraged to design their own curriculum for their school, making sure it meets the needs of them and their students, as well as reflecting your own local area. They may decide to teach Religion, Values and Ethics (RVE) as its own discipline, or they may teach it within a Humanities context alongside or integrated with Geography, History, Social Studies and Business studies.


Whether you study RVE as its own subject, or within a Humanities context, it is important to everyone to gain the knowledge, understanding and skills to help us develop as ethical, informed citizens of Wales and the wider world.


This book reflects the fact that religions in Wales are in the main Christian. It allows you to explore the other main religions, spiritual paths and non-religious worldviews met in Wales today. It helps you to see how these views have contributed to Welsh history, language and culture, and to cynefin, and that they continue to have influence today. The skills honed through this enquiry, exploration and investigation will help you to develop as ambitious and capable learners.


The book covers the development of Wales as a pluralistic and multicultural society, so that you better understand how Wales has developed and continues to develop. It explores the main beliefs and practices of those living and working in Wales today. You can see some of the contributions being made by all those who live here regardless of having faith or none, and can begin to think about how you can be enterprising, creative contributors in your own right.


The book also explores some of the biggest issues facing humanity today. It is presented through a Welsh context, making each topic directly relevant to you and your community. It will challenge you to make your own opinions on these issues, and to begin to see them as multi-faceted issues. Giving you the skills to analyse and evaluate issues, situations and dilemmas will help you on the path to becoming healthy, confident individuals able to make your voice heard as a valuable member of society.


Features of the book


Each topic covers a double page spread.
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Progression in RVE


As you study different topics, your knowledge and understanding of RVE in Wales will grow. Everyone needs to be able to comprehend the world around them, to be able to analyse ideas and situations, to be able to synthesise different aspects and attitudes, and to evaluate the options they face in any dilemma. Each topic gives you the opportunity to practise these skills which are important for future life.


About this Curriculum for Wales


What Matters Statements and the Four Purposes


The content of this book will help you to gain an understanding of the five What Matters statements within the Humanities Area of Learning and Experiences.
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Cross-curricular skills


The resources and activities in this book will help you to develop your cross-curricular skills.








	Literacy

	



	
•  Taking part in class discussions and debates.


	
•  Describing, explaining, discussing, evaluating and writing creatively.


	
•  Using critical thinking skills when analysing statements and ideas.


	
•  Evaluating interpretations and viewpoints.












	Numeracy

	



	
•  Analysing and representing data in various ways.


	
•  Using statistics to inform ideas and attitudes.












	Spiritual, moral, ethical and cultural

	



	
•  Learning about the religious and spiritual make-up of Wales.


	
•  Exploring how religious and non-religious worldviews have contributed to Welsh spirituality, morality and culture.


	
•  Exploring a range of ethical viewpoints on issues important to Welsh society today.


	
•  Being part of a tolerant, harmonious society which welcomes all, by becoming informed about its diversity.












	Digital competence

	



	
•  Using the internet to carry out research.


	
•  Presenting data and text.












	Creativity and innovation

	



	
•  Presenting information in creative ways.


	
•  Imagining possible futures.


	
•  Expressing opinions about different viewpoints and ideas.












	Critical thinking and problem-solving

	



	
•  Critically evaluating ideas, teachings, and evidence.


	
•  Thinking analytically to understand the past and present and to imagine possible futures.












	Personal effectiveness

	



	
•  Working with others to explore Big Questions and ideas.


	
•  Working as team to organise and carry out enquiries.


	
•  Evaluating, justifying and expressing your responses.












	Planning and organising

	



	
•  Planning and organising your own learning, including work done outside school as research, homework or presentations.















About the course planner


Our RVE course planner provides detailed information on how the content and activities of each lesson link to the elements in the Curriculum for Wales, and the Humanities Area of Learning and Experience.


It includes:




	
•  Topic title – giving the theme of each topic


	
•  Learning Objectives – as met in the topic pages of the book


	
•  What Matters – the statements that relate to the content on the pages


	
•  Progression Steps – the progression steps that you should be able to make through the activities on the pages. These will be either Progression step 3 or Progression step 4, or a mixture of step 3 and 4.


	
•  Skills – the cross-curricular skills that will be used in the activities


	
•  Humanities AoLE links – where the content is relevant to specific subjects of Geography, History, Business Studies or Social Studies


	
•  Cross-curricular links – where the content is relevant to other AoLEs, including Science and Technology, Mathematics and Numeracy and Health and Wellbeing





Additional resources for approaching Humanities thematically


To support teachers who are planning a thematic approach for Humanities, teaching RVE as part of cross-subject themes, or within an integrated Humanities course, we have developed the following resources:




	
•  A thematic course planner shows how the content of this book can be used alongside our Geography and History books so that all the subjects are taught together in themes.


	
•  Humanities AoLE digital resources source material from our Geography, History and RVE books, alongside new content for business studies and social studies, and presents them in themes for teachers to use in their lessons if they are teaching thematically.





About the authors


Lesley Parry and Jan Hayes have both been teaching RVE for more than 30 years. As joint and solo authors of many Hodder Education books for KS3 and GCSE, their work is widely used in UK schools. Now working as Education Consultants, both Lesley and Jan support schools and teachers through training and cpd.












How Wales became a pluralistic society








The Welsh religious landscape today
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Learning objectives




	
•  To know what the census tells us about religions in Wales today



	
•  To consider the changes in the Welsh religious landscape in modern times



	
•  To reflect on the ways in which religion plays a part in today’s society
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Big question


Is religion relevant in Wales today?
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Every ten years, the UK carries out a census. This includes questions about the religion people claim to belong to. Over time, these censuses have painted a picture of Wales becoming more secular, that is to say that fewer people claim to belong to a religion. In 2011 (the most recently published census), about 60 per cent of the population said they were religious (down from 73 per cent in 2001). The picture also shows that Wales’ religious make-up is becoming more diverse – more and more religions, including many new forms of Christianity, have growing communities here. The other 40 per cent of the population include people who are absolutely not religious, as well as people who call themselves ‘spiritual, but not religious’. Humanists are part of this group.
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Key terms


Census – a ten-yearly check on the population of the UK, which records various characteristics


Secular – not connected to religion or religious matters


Pluralistic – where several different groups co-exist in a community, society or country
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Talk it out


What signs of religion do you see in your local community?


Is religion a strong force in your local community or in Wales?


Is religion important today?
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Religion is more than just acts of worship




	
•  The majority – more than half – of Welsh people follow a religion. This gives meaning and purpose to their lives; it improves their sense of well-being.


	
•  There are over 250 faith schools in Wales.


	
•  Most Scout and Guide groups are affiliated to religious communities.


	
•  Most religions support their community by hosting classes – everything from art to yoga.


	
•  Many religious groups help their local community by running foodbanks (for example, the New Life Church in Cardigan and Swansea mosque) or by giving free meals (for example, the Dar-Ul-Isra mosque in Cardiff, which provided meals every night of Ramadan in 2020 and 2021, and Sikh gurdwaras in Cardiff, which open their langar kitchens to all).


	
•  The Cytun (Churches Together in Wales) and Interfaith Council for Wales do important work. They keep climate change, international development, inter-faith harmony and social justice on the agendas of their members, as well as being politically active. The Senedd (the Welsh parliament) has its own Faith Communities Forum.


	
•  Religion is still shaping society. Every religion does work for social justice. The religious communities all get involved in local politics and try to bring positive change to their communities.










Some ways in which religions show their commitment to the community
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The Young Christian Climate Network is a UK-based network of young Christians who are concerned about the climate crisis and fight for climate justice. As part of their campaign, they organised a relay protest march which left Cornwall on 13 June 2021 and arrived in Glasgow on 1 November 2021 for the COP26 World Leaders Summit. Young Welsh Christians were involved in the march, starting in Swansea (on 3 July 2021), and walking to Bristol to join the main route. They aim to force governments to listen and make changes – for the sake of all our futures. They are part of the voice for all our futures.
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The Welsh Senedd has declared that Wales is a Nation of Sanctuary, providing support for asylum seekers and refugees, and encouraging all in Wales to rise to this modern challenge. The Senedd encourages all places in Wales to join this initiative. Cardiff has become the first Welsh city to promote itself as a ‘city of sanctuary’ – part of a national drive by the charity City of Sanctuary UK. In 2021, the Church played its part by devoting Christian Aid week to the issue. Most Welsh Christians will be involved in donating or volunteering, but many will also welcome refugees into their homes and communities, even if only to stay for a short period of time.
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In January 2020, Covid-19 hit the UK. At the time, there was no vaccine to help fight this global pandemic. The UK experienced an extended period of lockdowns and various other restrictions. Wales had more measures for longer than any other part of the UK. People were unable to go out to the shops or socialise; many became isolated. Everyone suffered; Government statistics show that over 150,000 died in the UK. Religious groups organised many different projects and ways to support their communities. They set up foodbanks, distributed meals, visited the sick and dying in hospital, did community clean-ups, and gave their time by signing up for the Government’s volunteer scheme, which helped support the NHS in its work, and those who had to stay isolated.
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Find out for yourself


What have religious groups done in your local community during the pandemic?


Collect information and pictures to make a presentation.
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Activities




	
1  List the different religions represented in Wales today.


	
2  How is the religious landscape of Wales changing, according to the census?


	
3  List some of the ways in which religion can be seen in your own local community. You could collect pictures to support your answer.


	
4  How are religions involved in their local communities?


	
5  Although religion is on the decline in Wales, do you think it still has importance? Explain your answer, using examples to support your point of view.
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Welsh religious groups include:


Christians


Muslims


Jewish people


Buddhists


Hindus


Sikhs


Bahá’ís


Zoroastrians


Confucians


Pagans


Druids and more …
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1 Christian history of Wales








1.1 Christianity comes to Wales
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Learning objectives




	
•  To learn when and how Christianity came to Wales



	
•  To learn about the evidence of Celtic Christianity



	
•  To explore evidence of Celtic Christianity in the local area
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Big question


Does history shape our world today?
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Christianity arrived in Wales just as in England, with the Romans. The Romans invaded, then occupied England and Wales from 48 until 410 CE. Their armies built forts and settlements across the two countries. Archaeologists have found evidence that the occupying Roman army brought their own culture, lifestyle and religious cults with them. One of these cults was Christianity, which some of the soldiers followed. In the third century, the Emperor Constantine ruled that everyone living in the Roman Empire had to be a Christian. This led to the building of churches and the expansion of the religion to everyone in the empire. However, it was often the wealthy who had time, or who were inspired who showed the devotion to become Christians.


When the Roman armies left Wales in the fifth century, Roman control began to fail. The local tribes retook control of their lands and re-established their own rules and culture.




Celtic Christianity


Brittany (Northern France), Cornwall, Wales and Ireland together make up the territory in which Celtic Christianity grew. During the fifth and sixth centuries, the Celtic saints travelled across the whole region spreading the Christian message. They set up many monasteries where people could devote themselves to the Christian faith by taking religious vows. These monasteries included colleges for learning where monks could study scriptures and theology. Some of the monks were inspired to leave their monasteries, travel and set up new communities. The Celtic saints are the reason that Christianity survived in Wales, at a time when it did not in England.
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Key terms


Monastery – a series of buildings that are home to a community who dedicate their lives to living under religious vows or promises to God


Consecrated ground – land that is declared sacred; usually for a religious building or graveyard
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In spite of the many monasteries and Celtic saints, the fifth and sixth centuries were difficult times for Christians. The general shift in society was away from Christianity, and Christians were commonly persecuted. The old tribes had taken back their power; they remembered the religions of their ancestors and brought them back. The British Isles suffered from invasions by other peoples; for example, Saxons and Vikings. Saxon tribes also invaded Wales trying to extend their own lands. These groups did not support Christianity, and were happy to use force, often terrorising communities.
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A map of Celtic Christianity
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Find out for yourself


What evidence is there in your local area of Celtic Christianity? Find some images to put with your notes.
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Who were the Celtic saints?


Many of the Celtic saints were from wealthy and noble families. They gave up their wealth and status to become devoted believers. They spent their time praying, learning scripture and telling others about their beliefs. They called on people to give up wealth, turn their backs on status and devote themselves to prayer and God’s work. The time they lived in was violent and unpredictable, so their choice to devote themselves to a spiritual path was brave. They often spoke out for peace, and against the things they felt to be wrong or immoral, making them targets for attack.


The Christian Church made these individuals saints in response to their work to keep the faith going in Wales and the Celtic Christian region.







What evidence is there of the Celtic saints today?
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Llandewi is named after St David








If you live in a place whose name begins ‘Llan’, it is probably linked to one of the Celtic saints. ‘Llan’ means ‘enclosure’, but was originally only used for consecrated Christian burial grounds. This means that many of these places are either the burial site of a saint, or a place dedicated to them. For example, Llandeilo is named for St Teilo, and Llangadog for St Cadoc.
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St Asaph’s Cathedral








Many churches and cathedrals in Wales have their foundations in the time of the Celtic saints. The four ancient dioceses of Wales are each linked to one of the Celtic saints – for example, St David’s Cathedral heads the diocese of St David, and St Asaph’s Cathedral heads the diocese of St Asaph.


There are over 400 Celtic crosses in Wales. They were set up as markers for pilgrimage paths, at churches and in other holy places. Although many were created long after the last of the Celtic saints died, many of them are devoted to the saints and mark places that are linked to them.
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The Celtic cross at Penmon Priory Anglesey. This priory was a centre for carving these crosses for the north of Wales
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Activities




	
1  How did Christianity come to Wales?


	
2  What happened when the Romans left Wales?


	
3  Why are the Celtic saints important in the history of Wales?


	
4  The Celtic saints were outsiders in their time. Explain what might have driven them on, and what would have made their lives difficult.


	
5  What evidence is there of the Celtic Christians in Wales today? Can you recognise any place names that are linked to the saints named on pages 4–7?
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St Mellon


St Elen


St Gwynllyw


St Elian


St Dyfrig


St Non


St Sadwrn Farchog


St Samson


St David


St Padarn


St Seiriol


St Cadoc


St Tyfrudog


St Teilo


St Gildas


St Erfyl


St Caffo


St Gurthiern


St Illtyd


St Cwyllog


St Cadfan


St Malo


St Tanwg


St Peulan


St Brioc


St Canna


St Cenydd
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1.2 Celtic Christianity – the Celtic saints
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Learning objectives




	
•  To learn about some of the people who protected Christianity in Wales



	
•  To understand how the saints have contributed to cynefin



	
•  To reflect on the importance of personality
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Big question


Does faith in something make a person stronger?
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Do some research and you will learn that there are many Celtic saints. Not all of them were born in Wales; some came to Wales from other parts of the Celtic area. St Illtyd, for example, who founded the abbey of Llanilltud Fawr (Llantwit Major) including halls of learning for over 2,000 students, was probably born in Brittany. St Elen, whose story is told in the Dream of Macsen Wledig in the Mabinogion (the earliest British prose stories), was born in modern-day Turkey. Some were born in Wales, but the impact they had is found in another part of the Celtic area, such as St Petroc who was born in Wales, studied in Ireland and then set up monasteries in Cornwall.


In Wales, there are many references to the saints through place names, churches and cathedrals. Their stories are still recalled in the places they lived or visited. They are part of the historical culture of Wales. The saints are part of cynefin.
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Key term


Cynefin – habitat; a very personal sense of place, belonging and familiarity; the place of your birth and upbringing, the environment in which you live and to which you are naturally acclimatised; all the layers that make up the place in which you live and that make it unique
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St Dyfrig – Dyfrig Sant (c.455–550 CE)


St Dyfrig lived at the time after the Romans had left Wales, so Christianity was on the wane and pagan religions were re-establishing themselves. He was made Archbishop of Wales, and his efforts are credited with keeping Christianity alive in south-east Wales.
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Llandaff Cathedral where St Dyfrig’s body lies








Dyfrig set up a monastery at Henllan (Ross-on-Wye), and also three teaching monasteries, where over 2,000 students studied subjects such as theology, biblical studies and maths. Importantly, many of these students became missionaries, and travelled throughout the Celtic region to encourage Christians and convert others. He taught many well-known Celtic saints, including St Teilo and St Samson. Many small monastic communities and churches were set up under his guidance in Wales and Cornwall. Today you can still visit many churches dedicated to Dyfrig, for example at Llanvaches in Newport.


There are many stories about Dyfrig, which try to show how special he was – even before he was born! Legend has it that he was the illegitimate son of a princess. Her father, being ashamed, ordered her execution. At first, she was tied into a sack and thrown into the River Wye, but the sack came back to shore. Then she was burnt on a funerary pyre, but when her father returned the next day for the ashes, he found her alive and sitting on a stone among the ashes with her baby son. The baby reached out to the king and grabbed him. Immediately the king was cured of his leprosy. The king’s feelings of shame turned to love and he brought his daughter and her new son back to the Royal Court. This was the first of many miracles associated with Dyfrig.
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St David – Dewi Sant (c.487–589 CE)


‘Do the little things’ (‘Gwnewch y pethau bychain’) – this common Welsh phrase was coined by St David, who is the patron saint of Wales and whose death date (1 March) is the national day.


St David is the Celtic saint who has most presence in today’s Wales – a university, a cathedral and diocese, as well as many churches are named after him.


St David was the son of St Non, who raised him at the convent she had set up. He was very clever and a good scholar. It is said he regularly performed miracles, including curing the blindness of his teacher, St Paulinus. After becoming a priest, he began to travel as a missionary, founding twelve monasteries and more than 50 churches. He lived a very strict lifestyle and avoided all extravagance.


Alongside St Teilo and St Padarn, he made a pilgrimage to Jerusalem. On his return, he set up the monastery of Mynyw at modern-day St David’s, which has become a centre for learning and has attracted many students from far and wide. Those at the monastery had to keep the same lifestyle as St David – one meal a day, drinking only water, silence at all times, days of prayer and hard labour in the fields. The monastery welcomed all pilgrims and visitors, providing them with food and shelter.


In 545, St David attended a meeting of all the bishops at Llanddewi Brefi. St Dyfrig asked him to speak to the crowds. Legend says that when he began to speak ‘the ground rose up until everyone could see and hear him, and a white dove settled on his shoulder’. This legend is trying to show St David as a man of miracles; the dove represents God’s blessing, showing he was chosen for the role by God. Legends are often very exaggerated stories, but with a core truth. In this case, it would be that St David had great charisma, and when he spoke everyone quietened down so that they could hear him. What he said was valued by all, and so everyone listened.


If you visit St David’s cathedral, you can visit his grave – he was buried in the grounds of his own monastery on the site now occupied by the Cathedral of St David’s.
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Stained glass window depicting St David, at St Asaph’s Cathedral
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Activities




	
1  Give the names of some Welsh Celtic saints.


	
2  Explain the reasons why St Dyfrig is considered one of the most important saints in Wales.


	
3  Explain what St David did to help strengthen Christianity in Wales.


	
4  Why do you think miracles are common in the legends of many saints?


	
5  ‘The Celtic saints are part of what makes up Welsh cynefin.’ Do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer.
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St Tudwal


St Brynnach


St Baruc


St Aaron of Aleth


St Gwynno


St Pyr


St Elaeth


St Dyfodwg


St Branoc


St Tewdrig


St Afan


St Deiniol


St Melangell


St Asaph


St Dunod


St Nidan


St Cynfarwy


St Beuno


St Tysilio


St Gelert


St Gwenllwyfo


St Winefride


St Euddogwy


St Decumen
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1.3 Monasticism – a feature of Welsh Christianity
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Learning objectives




	
•  To learn about the establishment of the great monasteries of Wales



	
•  To understand the impact of the dissolution of monasteries in Wales



	
•  To reflect on the contribution of the monasteries to Welsh culture
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Big question


Monasteries – good or bad?
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Key term


Cadw – The Welsh Government historic environment service, which looks after Welsh historical monuments and sites, including more than 20 religious monuments. ‘Cadw’ means to keep or protect
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It was because of the Celtic saints that Christianity survived in Wales when it faded away in England. Many of those saints set up monasteries and convents. Some were very large, others tiny. Men and women took religious vows to live in them, devoting their lives to their religious faith. Education was important in all the monasteries, some of which hosted hundreds of students at any one time. The monastery at Llantwit Major was the first Christian college in the UK, with over 2,000 students, including St David, and a curriculum that included theology, science and maths. Students left as missionary monks, travelling around the region spreading the Christian message.


The conditions in the monasteries were very severe. Students had little to eat, lived in small cells (rooms) without luxuries, and followed rules of silence. They supported themselves by growing their own food.


After the Norman invasion of 1066, different orders of monks including Cistercians and Benedictines set up many monasteries and convents. Different orders followed different rules of religious life. For example, the Cistercian monasteries had businesses, such as sheep farming, and grew wealthy.


One such place was Tintern Abbey (founded in 1131 by the Cistericans). The first buildings were wooden, but as the monastery became established and grew, the foundations were laid for stone buildings, including the abbey itself. The abbey was consecrated in 1301. It is set in a huge group of other buildings – including monks’ quarters, a study area (cloisters), kitchens, an infirmary (hospital) and guest accommodation. The monastery was closed in 1536 in the dissolution of the monasteries. Today its ruins are cared for by Cadw and open to visitors.
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Tintern Abbey as it was, and as it is today










The dissolution of the monasteries


The Church in England and Wales was very powerful and very wealthy. Each monastery owned huge areas of land, took taxes from the locals, and controlled the craftsmen’s guilds. Craftsmen’s guilds were groups of men with the same skills, such as builders. The guild protected the interests of its members.
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Llanthony Priory, Abergavenney (top), and Penmon Priory, Anglesey (bottom) which were closed in the dissolution, are examples of Welsh monastic ruins. Llanthony’s buildings were pillaged for building stone for local farms and houses.








King Henry VIII (1509–47) himself was extravagant with his spending, so the Crown needed money. At this time in Western Europe, Christianity was the Catholic Church – Protestants did not even exist. All churches held allegiance to the Pope and Rome, often favouring Rome over their king prioritising Rome in any dispute, decision or debt.


Henry had wanted a divorce from his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, but this was refused by the Pope. However, in 1534 a law was passed – the Act of Supremacy – which made Henry head of the Church in England and Wales. Now he could grant his own divorce – which he did. The law also gave him absolute power over the Church. By shutting down the monasteries, Henry could confiscate their lands and wealth. At the same time, he would cut the power and influence of the Pope on his own lands.


In 1536, Henry VIII ordered the dissolution (closure) of monasteries in England and Wales. He was not the first to do this, but he certainly had most impact.


The dissolution happened in three stages:




	
1  Parliament was shown evidence of the corruption of the clergy, and a survey was carried out to see what lands and wealth the Church owned.


	
2  In 1536, any monastery designated as ‘small’ was closed. All buildings, property and wealth were handed over to the Crown. Many of the lands were then gifted by the Crown to Henry’s supporters. Tintern Abbey was one of these small monasteries, and its lands and buildings were gifted to Henry Somerset. He rented out the properties – it is said the church at Tintern was used for playing quoits!


	
3  In 1539, larger monasteries and religious houses were closed.





Henry and the Crown took huge sums of money from this process, as well as many religious relics. The monasteries of his time were quite different from those of St David’s time. Rather than living in poverty, devoting their lives to study and prayer, many of the abbots lived in extreme luxury, enjoying all the trappings of great power.


After the closures, monks and nuns were given pensions. Those who refused to comply were executed, and the monastic lands were confiscated anyway. Buildings and land were gifted to Henry’s supporters, and local people. The age of religious power through the monasteries was over. Many monasteries and other religious buildings, such as Tintern and Llanthony Priory, remain as ruins across Wales.
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Activities




	
1  What was life like in the early monasteries?


	
2  In what ways were the early monasteries important for Christianity in Wales, the Celtic region and beyond? Are they important today?


	
3  What happened at the dissolution of the monasteries? Why did it happen?


	
4  Did Henry have to close down the monasteries? Explain your ideas.
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1.4 Christianity and the Welsh language
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Learning objectives




	
•  To explore how the laws of Wales affected the language of religion



	
•  To learn about the first use of Welsh in religious texts



	
•  To consider the importance of being able to worship in your own language
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Big question


Does it matter what language is used in worship?
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A copy of the Welsh language Bible








The earliest written religious Welsh is on a ninth-century tombstone at St Cadfan’s church in Tywyn.


It was not until 1588 that a Bible in the Welsh language existed. It was a translation by Bishop William Morgan of Tŷ Mawr Wybrnant near Llanrwst. Queen Elizabeth I had asked for a Welsh language Bible to be made and published, so that people could read it or hear it read in their own language. It took William ten years to complete. About 1,000 copies were printed, and 24 survive today.


Some people say this Bible was the most important book ever written in Welsh. When it was written, it was probably the only book ordinary people had access to. At the time, there were many versions of Welsh, but William created a standardised form – the first time that had happened. The Bible turned written Welsh into a formal language, not one which changed by region. The fact that a Bible was in Welsh also gave the language high status. As many people could access the Bible and read it, by the seventeenth century, levels of literacy in Wales had risen compared to those in other European countries. In the nineteenth century, the Sunday School movement was strong in Wales. As children were taught from the Bible, they learned to read and write – which transformed lives.
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Monument to the translators of the Bible and Book of Common Prayer into Welsh at St Asaph’s Cathedral
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Activities




	
1  Who was responsible for the first Welsh language Bible? Why did they do it?


	
2  How did having a Welsh version of the Bible help the Welsh language?


	
3  Explain how the Pope and Henry VIII in different ways suppressed the Welsh language.


	
4  Do you think it was important for the Bible to be translated into different languages, including Welsh? Explain your reasoning.
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How did religious and secular laws affect the use of Welsh?


Until the sixteenth century, the Bible was written in Latin, and church services, including the Bible readings, were carried out in Latin. A sermon then interpreted and explained it for them in Welsh. Most people could not understand the Latin language, as they had not been educated. This meant that whatever the priest said in the sermon or said was taught in the Bible, the worshippers could not check or challenge, they just had to accept. The Bible could be used to force people to be obedient and could easily be used to manipulate people. Imagine having to go to lessons where you would be taught in a language you didn’t understand, with no way to opt out, and with the threat of terrible punishments if you didn’t turn up. That was the position Christians were in when they went to worship. In fact, it was against the rules of the Church to translate the Bible for worship. It was seen as a kind of blasphemy as it meant changing God’s words.
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Key term


Blasphemy – insulting God; showing disrespect to God
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Translating the Bible


In 1539, Henry VIII had authorised the Great Bible to be used in churches. This Bible had been created by Myles Coverdale, using a Tyndale Bible (a translation into English by William Tyndale which had previously been banned in England) and translating some parts which had been left out of that. The intention was that everyone should be able to read the Bible for themselves – or at least understand what priests were saying to them in their services. However, this Bible was in English, not Welsh. Three monarchs and 49 years later, the Welsh had William Morgan’s Welsh Bible.


While Henry made the first steps toward a Welsh language Bible by breaking the ban on non-Latin Bibles, he also passed laws that undermined the Welsh language. The Acts of Union (1536 and 1543) extended English laws to Wales, making one state with one legal and administrative system. In the tenth century, the Cyfraith Hywel had drawn all Welsh laws into one written collection, and these were preserved by the Cistercian monasteries in their libraries. Henry’s laws now stated that English was the language to be used for all legal matters. So, while Welsh people could continue to speak Welsh in their everyday lives, any legal documents or proceedings had to be carried out in English. This undermined the status of the language, which was made worse by laws forcing teaching to be done in English. It was not until 1942 that courts allowed Welsh to be used, and 2007 before all Welsh schools by law had to teach Welsh.







Back to worshipping in Welsh


Think about it – how would it feel to be told that you had to believe in your own language but never be able to read that for yourself? You would just be blindly accepting everything. Religious faith is personal, and believers want to feel close to God. However, the need for an interpreter creates a barrier – keeping the believer at a distance from the source of their faith. Holy books are always open to interpretation. Being able to read the Bible does not stop a person’s understanding of it being flawed or manipulated by others. We can say it is better to be able to read it in the first place though!


It was crucially important for the Bible to be translated – the seventeenth century saw that happen in many European languages. Today the Bible is available in almost every language of the world. Better access to education means that many more people are literate and are therefore able to read. This allows them to better understand their religion and build their faith.














1.5 Surges in the faith – the Welsh revivals of 1859 and 1904–5
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Learning objectives




	
•  To understand why Welsh Christianity faced great change at this time



	
•  To explore how religious beliefs can shape society and national identity



	
•  To reflect on the importance of charismatic speakers to any movement






[image: ]












[image: ]


Big question


Does everything ebb and flow?
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Ebb and flow


Religious movements go through phases. Their founders are often charismatic so that the way they speak about things, and the way they explain, captivates people. People want to listen to them, and are moved by what they say. Very often what they say has meaning for the time they live in, showing people a clear path in difficult times. Their message inspires people because it resonates with them at that time. Over centuries, it is reasonable to expect change in how people respond to any religion – early excitement fades, understanding grows, society changes, the messages of the religion get re-interpreted, populations move and change. Religions grow and get stronger, but they can also decline and get weaker.


Wales in the eighteenth century was almost exclusively Christian. Church worship and Bibles used the Welsh language, and almost 75 per cent of Welsh people spoke only Welsh. However, many people did not have strong feelings for their religion – they attended worship, and used the church to celebrate births, marriages and deaths, but this was just what they did. Many did not think about the beliefs behind these actions – it could be said that many people were ‘sleep walking’ through their religion.


At times like these, a great charismatic speaker can spark the fire of new religious passion. A charismatic speaker spreads a message which gives hope to people for that time. People recommit to religion, changing their lives to be in tune with what these speakers say. In Wales, since the seventeenth century, there have been many of these leaders, and the later ones turned Welsh Christianity into a mainly Nonconformist faith. Welsh Nonconformist groups included Welsh Methodists, the Baptists and Congregationalists.
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Key terms


Charismatic – appealing, captivating and mesmerising


Nonconformist – Christian groups that did not keep to the rules of the established Church of England, but rather created their own forms of leadership and rituals, based on their interpretation of the message of Jesus in the Bible


Meeting – here used to describe a gathering of Christians for them to listen to a speaker talk about faith and belief


Revival blessing – the belief that God blessed people when they committed themselves to him during one of the revivals, forgiving their sins and giving a new start to life
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Activities




	
1  Why are charismatic speakers important in religion?


	
2  Describe the revivals of 1859 and 1904–5.


	
3  In what ways did these revivals have an impact on Welsh society?


	
4  What do you think is more important: changing how society behaves, or changing how an individual acts? Explain your answer.
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The 1859 revival


At this time, a Welsh identity was being built. People spoke Welsh, and worshipped in Welsh, but there were no national institutions. Due to the Acts of Union, political, social, economic and professional groups were English. Wales was a principality of England (a state ruled by the English monarch). The Industrial Revolution had brought work to Wales in mines, foundries and factories, as alternatives to farm work. Only about twenty Welsh families, some of whom were originally English, owned most of the land in the country. Society was ready for change, and change was brought about by a number of factors, including religious revivals like one in 1859.


Welshman Humphrey Jones found his faith at sixteen and began to preach locally. Having been turned down for training to be a church minister, he went to New York to preach. He was such a charismatic speaker that at many of his prayer meetings, people committed their lives to Jesus Christ (the revival blessing).


In 1858, Jones returned to Wales. Among those who heard him speak was David Morgan. David realised that in Wales the Church was in need of a boost, and that perhaps he and Jones could provide that.


In the months that followed, these two men travelled all over Wales. They led many prayer meetings as they travelled. Focusing on specific Christian messages and teachings, they urged people to be sorry for their sins, change their ways and commit to Jesus Christ. At every meeting, many people did exactly that – they were so mesmerised by the speakers and their message. More and more people went to the meetings and then later talked about them in their communities which spread that message even further. It is estimated that over 36,000 people renewed their commitment to Christ, and most went on to make long-lasting changes to their lives. They stopped drinking alcohol, worshipped more devotedly and followed the moral teachings of Jesus. They also looked to help others and make society fairer. The religious beliefs of these people impacted on society’s norms, changing the way people behaved – whether they had renewed their commitment or not – and contributed to the Welsh identity. These new-found beliefs and convictions also encouraged Christians to push for social change, making life better for many.







The 1904–5 revival


The 1904–5 revival was also known as the ‘Evan Roberts revival’. Evan Roberts claimed to be an instrument of the Holy Spirit – the voice for God – and he became a household name throughout Wales.


In his first meeting, Roberts explained he had been called by God to announce the spiritual revival in Wales. At every meeting, more people committed themselves to God, persuaded by this charismatic speaker with his compelling and captivating message. He told his people they needed to recommit themselves to Jesus, that – if sorry – they could be forgiven their sins, and that God welcomed them with the greatest love. His message resonated with people, moving them to have their own religious experiences.


The impact of Roberts’ movement was felt across the world. People from across Europe and the USA travelled to Wales to hear him. It is estimated that over 110,000 people committed anew to Jesus Christ. The impact on society was profound: pubs emptied, Sunday sports fixtures were cancelled as teams converted and kept the Sabbath, criminality was reduced so that the magistrates’ courts had very few cases, miners prayed together before their shifts began.
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Evan Roberts



















1.6 Christianity in Wales today






[image: ]


Learning objectives




	
•  To understand the Welsh Christian landscape in the twenty-first century



	
•  To understand the changes in denominations and numbers



	
•  To explore how Christianity has contributed to cynefin
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Big question


Is Christianity still relevant in Wales today?
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At the time of St David, the Christian community was made up of small communities dotted all over Wales, grown from the missionary work of monks. They all believed and practised in the same way. By the time of the revivals and Evan Roberts, there were many different Christian groups, whose practices reflected their different interpretations of the Bible and its teachings. Today, the landscape is even more varied with many newer forms of Christian groups, especially evangelicals.
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Examples of the main Christian groups in Wales
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Key terms


Denomination – a group within Christianity that has its own interpretation of belief and its own way to practise the religion


Evangelical – those Christian groups who see scripture as the only basis for faith, and have active evangelism (taking the Christian Gospel to others) as the most important part of what they do


Pentecostal – Christian groups that stress accepting the Holy Spirit into one’s life
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Christianity in Wales appears to be on the decline. Only 48 per cent of the Welsh population claimed to be Christian in 2020 Government estimates (down from 58 per cent in the 2011 census and 72 per cent in 2001). The main Christian groups – Roman Catholic, Union of Welsh Independents, Church in Wales and Baptist Union of Wales – have smaller attendance, reduced by about 25 per cent since 2011. However, newer Christian groups, such as Pentecostalists and Evangelicals, are seeing massive increases in their membership. Just as with the revivals, when charismatic speakers inspired Christians to recommit, so young, active and charismatic leaders of these new church groups are doing the same today. Some churches cling to survival, some have closed altogether, others draw hundreds of followers every Sunday.
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Find out for yourself


Find examples of how Christianity has influenced cynefin in your local community.


Collect information and pictures to make a presentation, or to add to your notes.
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Christianity is part of cynefin


You could call Wales ‘culturally Christian’: in spite of falling numbers of practising Christians, there is much evidence of Christianity, and the influence of Christianity on society and life. Christianity plays a big part in creating cynefin for each and every person living in Wales – whether they believe in the religion or not.


Most Welsh people live in or near a place named after a saint or key person of the faith, for example, Llanbedr (St Peter), and Llandudno (St Tudno). There are churches in every town and village – often many. Many of these are no longer used for worship – it is estimated that between fifteen and twenty are converted each year – however, they still look like churches, reminding those who pass by. Other Christian monuments, such as Celtic crosses, can be spotted. Cadw encourages religious tourism and protects more than twenty religious monuments. There are at least five pilgrimage routes in Wales including the North Wales Pilgrim’s Way, the Welsh Cistercian Way and the Penrhys Pilgrimage Way.


Education in Wales has a lot to thank Christianity for. The first Christian college in the UK was in Llantwit Major in the sixth century, and taught a variety of subjects. Monasteries provided education for monks and for young children throughout the Middle Ages. Churches funded schools in the nineteenth century to give basic education to the poor at a time when the state did not. Today there are more than 250 church schools in Wales whose ethos is Christian. The motivation in these schools remains the same: firstly, that each person is unique, made in God’s image; and secondly, that by providing free education, the schools are helping children to realise their potential and be successful in their future lives, thus escaping poverty and the difficulties that brings. The Welsh Government recognises the value of faith schools with their focus on human dignity, a fair society and the opportunity to explore the spiritual dimension of life.


Christmas and Easter – Christian festivals celebrating Jesus’ birth and resurrection – are celebrated throughout the country. Birth, marriage and death are often still marked by Church-based services, even by many who are not Christian. The national day is named for St David.


Of course, Welsh law is based on Christian principles – as is all law in the UK. Social care comes from the same Christian heritage that gave Wales its schools. Then there is the Welsh language – formalised in writing by Bible translators, and the Bible being the only reading material most people had access to until the nineteenth century.




[image: ]



Christianity is part of Welsh culture
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Activities




	
1  How has the Christian landscape changed since St David was alive?


	
2  What evidence is there for Christianity declining in Wales? And for it expanding?


	
3  List some ways in which Christianity contributes to cynefin? Use examples from your local community to support your answer.


	
4  Whether a person believes in Christianity or not, the religion has shaped the Welsh landscape. Do you agree?
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2 Other world faiths coming to Wales








2.1 How Judaism came to Wales
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Learning objectives




	
•  To know the historic origins of Jewish communities in Wales



	
•  To understand why the Jewish community has declined in size



	
•  To reflect on the importance of places of sanctuary
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Big question


Is Wales a Nation of Sanctuary?
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This map on the right shows every Jewish community in Wales. You might notice your own hometown marked even though you are not aware of any Jewish people living in the area. That is because the map shows all the Jewish communities in Wales through history. Most of these communities no longer exist. A hundred years ago, there were about 6,000 Jewish people living in Wales; in the 1950s, that had risen to about 10,000; according to the 2011 Census, there were 2,064. Today, it is estimated there are around the same number, making up 0.1 per cent of the Welsh population.




Why did Jewish people come to Wales?


From the eighteenth century, Jewish individuals and families moved into Wales. By 1731, there was a Jewish community in Swansea. The oldest purpose-built synagogue (still standing) in Wales was built in 1872 in Merthyr Tydfil, replacing the one established in 1848. The people in these communities had set up businesses – tailoring, pawn-broking, furniture-making, general shops, jewellery stores, music stores. The businesses served anyone, as well as including those which existed to meet the needs of the Jewish community, for example, a kosher butcher’s shop to provide the meat which is acceptable under Jewish food laws.


In the second half of the nineteenth century, many more Jewish people moved to Wales. Many were escaping Eastern Europe where persecution of Jewish people (pogrom) was being driven by governments there. Not only were businesses attacked, but synagogues were destroyed, and Jewish people attacked and murdered. This led to migration west across Europe, including into Wales.
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Map of Wales with historic Jewish communities marked








In the 1930s came another great movement of European Jews – this time away from the growing power of Nazi Germany. At first, the German leader, Hitler, passed laws which increasingly restricted life for Jewish people; ultimately the ‘Final Solution’ led to the rounding up and murder of millions of Jewish people. Wales was the place of refuge to which some Jewish people escaped.


After the Second World War had begun, Wales was important in supporting the war effort, though considered to be outside the focus of Nazi Germany, so a safer place. Part of the war industry (producing machinery and armaments) was relocated to Wales, and Government offices redeployed to Wales. Many people moved into Wales with their jobs or to boost the industries. Also, many people were evacuated from large English cities to Wales. Among these people were many Jewish individuals and families, plus refugees from Europe. After the war had ended, European resettlement saw more Jewish families arriving.







Why have numbers of Jewish people in Wales declined?


The landscape of Wales means that much of the settlement is rural. In both the UK and the USA, Jewish communities in rural settlements are on the decline. There are a number of reasons for this:




	
•  In small communities, people easily meet and mix with others with different beliefs. It is inevitable that some of these people will fall in love and marry. Once a person marries outside their religion, it can be a challenge to keep practising their faith, and to bring their children up in their faith.


	
•  Many small communities do not offer everything that is needed to support a Jewish community fully. For example, there may be no kosher butcher and no synagogue. It is easier to live as a Jewish person in big communities.


	
•  Once Israel came to exist in 1948, many Jewish people from all over the world moved there. Israel is the spiritual homeland for Jewish people. Welsh Jews – many of whom had fled from persecution in Europe, or were the children of Jewish migrants – were no exception.


	
•  In all religions, it is the norm to marry a person from the same religion. As Welsh Jewish communities became smaller, so marriage options reduced. Hence, the Welsh communities lost members to other communities, sometimes in Wales but more often in the bigger communities of Manchester and London, for example.





The changes in the Jewish face of Wales have led to the loss of many Jewish buildings and institutes – some have been destroyed, others converted. However, in 2019 the Jewish History Association of South Wales began a project to preserve and record 250 years of Jewish history in South Wales. This included recording oral histories, digitising pictures and setting up Jewish heritage trails. The number of Jewish people in Wales might be declining, but it is now easier to find out about the Jewish history of Wales than ever before.
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Find out for yourself


Check www.jewishgen.org/JCR-UK/Wales.htm to find out if there has been a Jewish community in your town or city.


Use the information there to create an info-page on the Jewish heritage of your town or city (or a part of it). Find some pictures to illustrate your page – historical or present day.
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Activities




	
1  What were the reasons that brought Judaism to Wales?


	
2  Why has the Jewish community in Wales shrunk in size over time?


	
3  Explain why it is important to record the people and events of history both generally and for Jewish people.


	
4  Do you think the example of Jewish people in Wales shows that Wales is a ‘Nation of Sanctuary’? Explain your ideas.
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2.2 How Islam came to Wales
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Learning objectives




	
•  To know the origins of Islam in Wales



	
•  To understand the varied nature of the Welsh Muslim community



	
•  To reflect on the contribution made by newcomers to any society
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Big question


What do newcomers bring to a society?
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In Wales today, there are at least 40 mosques. The map here shows that they are found all around Wales, reflecting the fact that there are Muslims in every part of the country. There are also communities of Muslims that are too small to have a mosque, who pray in their homes. The heaviest concentration of Muslim communities is in the south – in Cardiff, Newport and Swansea. At the time of the 2011 census, 1.5 per cent of the Welsh population (46,000) were Muslim, with an increase expected from the 2021 census.
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Map of Wales with Muslim communities marked








Wales was the first British university to have a Centre for Islamic Studies – set up over 30 years ago at SDUC (St David’s University College), Lampeter (now Trinity St David’s). It delivers undergraduate and postgraduate courses. This has attracted Muslims from all over the UK and further afield.


There is also a growing presence within Welsh Muslim communities of those who were brought up in a different or no religious tradition. Islam calls these people ‘reverts’ (not ‘converts’) – according to Islam, they have come back to Islam, as all are born Muslim.
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Find out for yourself


Find out if there is a mosque in your town, or where the nearest mosque is. Try to visit it to get pictures and information to write a short article on Islam today.
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Activities




	
1  Use the map to describe how widespread is the Welsh Muslim community in Wales today. List some of the places where you would find a Muslim community.


	
2  What were the main reasons for Muslims coming to Wales and settling here?


	
3  Why is it true to say that Muslims have contributed to Welsh society and the economy? Give examples.


	
4  Do you think it would be easy to go to live in another country? Explain your ideas. (Think about: different culture, language, potential contribution to society, existing community or not.)
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Where did Muslims come to Wales from?
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A – The first Muslims to arrive in Wales were sea-farers who came to Cardiff on cargo ships from all over the world. By the mid-nineteenth century, ships had changed: instead of having sails to harness wind-power, they relied on coal-powered engines. These ships needed much bigger docks than those with sails, and needed to be near big coalfields for their fuel costs to be low enough. Cardiff was a good place – a deep dock, and near the rich coalfields of South Wales. The use of engines also meant much hotter and dirtier conditions for the sailors, especially the stokers. British sailors left the sea, and found other work – leaving a shortage, which was filled by workers from colonies of the British Empire, particularly Somalia, Yemen and India, for the routes between Britain and the Far East.


These men became the first settlers, as they stayed on in port, waiting for their next ship employment after completing a journey. Boarding houses for them were built as early as 1881, and many became Muslim-owned which provided a social, cultural and religious base familiar to the sailors. Some chose to settle in Cardiff permanently in the Butetown area, having families and building communities. Some sailors married Cardiff women who converted to the religion.


In time, these communities saw themselves as British. They fought for Britain in the First and Second World Wars, even though they were, at times, subject to anti-immigrant violence.
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B – In the mid-twentieth century, Muslims from Somalia came to South Wales, particularly Cardiff. Many were manual workers, filling jobs that Welsh workers did not want or where there were shortages. They settled in the same area and brought their own culture. They set up prayer houses, and prayed in each other’s homes. In 1936, Sheikh Abdullah Ali al-Hakimi came to Cardiff. By 1938, he was calling for a purpose-built mosque to be sanctioned by authorities. The first of these was erected in 1944 – Noor el Islam Mosque in Maria Street, Cardiff.
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