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Foreword


Cricket is such a marvellous game.


I have thoroughly enjoyed the years that I played and am now enjoying the years of making a living talking about this great game. Cricket is unique in many ways and I have found – even after being involved in the sport for so many years – there are still things to be learned about the game, including elements of the laws and playing conditions. The playing conditions have always varied depending on the combatants and where the combats have taken place, but the laws have varied little… and yet we continue to learn more and more about them.


I am glad to know that John has written a book to help the layman and woman – and to be honest even us paid pundits – understand the laws and explain exactly what an umpire can and cannot do under various circumstances. John played the game for many years before embarking on another long career umpiring and coaching both young players and umpires, so he is extremely well qualified to write such a book.


I hope everyone enjoys reading You Are the Umpire and I know that in doing so they will have a greater understanding of the laws of this great game. Mikey.





Michael Holding
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Umpiring signals


Signalling is an essential part of the umpire’s role. Making the standard signals clearly enables the players, spectators and scorers to understand what has happened on the field of play.


Boundary four When a ball has been hit and passes the boundary after touching the ground, indicate a boundary four by extending one arm horizontally in front of your body and moving it from right to left in a waving motion.


Out To indicate that a batsman has been given out, raise one arm and extend the index finger upwards.


Boundary six When a ball has been hit and passes the boundary without touching the ground, indicate a boundary six by raising both arms above your head with fingers outstretched.


UMPIRING SIGNALS
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Bye When a legitimate ball passes the striking batsman without touching the batsman’s bat or body and the batsman scores one or more runs, indicate a bye by extending one arm vertically with fingers outstretched.


Dead ball In any circumstance where you deem the ball no longer to be in play, indicate dead ball by bending forwards while extending your arms downwards and repeatedly crossing them in front of your body. Call out ‘dead ball’. 


No ball If the bowler delivers a ball from the wrong place, if the ball bounces more than twice or it rolls, or if the delivery is deemed to be dangerous, indicate a no ball by extending one arm horizontally at a right angle to your body with fingers outstretched. Call out ‘no ball’.


Leg byes When a legitimate ball does not touch the bat, but (providing there is no leg before wicket) strikes the body of the batsman, who then scores one or more runs, indicate a leg bye by raising one leg and tapping the raised leg repeatedly with one hand.


Wide ball If you judge that the batsman did not have a fair chance to hit the ball, you may indicate a wide ball. Extend both arms simultaneously at right angles from your body with fingers outstretched and call out ‘wide ball’.
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Short run When a batsman fails to ground the bat behind the crease on completion of a run, rule a short run by using one arm to repeatedly pat the top of the shoulder on the same side. Call out ‘short run’. 


Revoke the last signal The umpire may cancel a decision after consultation with another on-field umpire or a television umpire by crossing both arms across the chest with the palms of the hands on opposite shoulders. You may recall the batsman verbally, then make the revoke signal to the scorers.


Five penalty runs Either team can be awarded five penalty runs for specific offences. To award the batting side, repeatedly pat your shoulder with the opposite hand. To award the fielding side, rest your hand on the opposite shoulder.  


Sending a player off for bad behaviour There are four levels of bad behaviour, with Level 3 and Level 4 being the most serious. For a Level 3 offence, where a player is being sent off for a specific period of overs only, the umpire facing the scorers at the bowler’s end repeatedly raises and lowers an arm outstretched to shoulder height. He raises the other arm vertically, with the number of fingers outstretched to indicate how many overs the ban will last. For a Level 4 offence, the bowler’s end umpire raises one arm outstretched horizontally to shoulder height and raises the other arm vertically with the index finger oustretched. This means that the player has been sent off for the remainder of the match.


LEVEL 3 LEVEL 4
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Key changes to the laws of cricket


The first Laws of Cricket were codified in 1744 (although the earliest printed account is from 1755) by members of the London Cricket Club. It set out many of the core elements of the game, including the height of the stumps, no balls and fielders having to appeal for a player to be out. It did, however, say an over should last four balls. This was changed to five in 1889 and finally to six in 1900 (although this wasn’t adopted universally until 1979). 


The Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC) has been the custodian of the Laws since its creation in 1787. Over the years there have been seven recoding of the Laws of Cricket, with the latest being released in October 2017. Here are the key changes:


1.The ‘Handled the Ball’ law has been removed and merged with ‘Obstructing the Field’.


2. The striker can be caught from a ball that comes off the bat and deflects off the helmet of the wicketkeeper or a fielder.


3.The striker can be caught if a ball becomes lodged in the visor of the wicketkeeper’s or a fielder’s helmet.


4. The striker can be run out from a ball that rebounds off any fielder’s helmet and breaks the wicket.


5. Play must be suspended if one umpire considers playing conditions to be dangerous. When off the field, both umpires must agree for play to start or restart.


6. Umpires have the power to have a player sent off the field of play. The relevant captain will be told to send his player off. Failure to do so will result in the match being forfeited.


1
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7. In the case of deliberate short runs, both batsmen will be returned to their original ends and the runs will not count. Five penalty runs will be awarded to the fielding side and both players reported. That ball will not count in the over.


8.The ‘Lost Ball’ law has been removed. In the rare situations where this may arise, the ‘Dead Ball’ law will apply.


9. There is now one warning given to a player for damaging the pitch.


10.The law preventing a fielder from deliberately deceiving or distracting a batsman – for example, by chasing the ball and pretending to have stopped it – has been clarified and strengthened.


11. A new law penalises the bowler for deliberately overstepping the popping crease. 


12. A striker cannot take guard on the Protected Area (previously called the Danger Area). 11 KEY CHANGES TO THE LAWS OF CRICKET
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Giving LBW


Obtaining an accurate view





Sixty per cent of all decisions made by umpires involve LBW but for umpires, giving LBW is the most difficult decision of all because it is a matter of opinion whether or not the ball would have hit the wicket. Nevertheless, the bowler’s end umpire is in the best position to make that judgement.


The decision has to be made in conditions that are often highly pressurised. The crowd is raucous, the fielding team are shouting and the bowler is almost on bended knees pleading for you to raise your finger. Despite all these distractions you have to make a decision on a moment in time that could have lasted less than a second based on the following considerations: o Was it a legal delivery?


o Would the ball have hit the wicket?


o Where did the ball pitch?


o If outside the line of the off stump, was the striker playing a shot?


o Did the striker edge the ball?


o Was the ball delivered from close to the wicket or wide on the crease?


o How far down the pitch was the striker?


o How tall was the striker?


o How far did the ball have to travel to hit the wicket?


o How much was the ball swinging, moving or turning?


o Was the bounce high or low?





The umpire stands at a distance from the wicket, from where he can clearly see if the bowler’s front foot lands behind or over the back edge of the popping crease. The umpire must then raise his eyes to pick up the ball in flight. It is essential that the head of the umpire is kept as still as possible in order to be able to pick up the ball in flight. The faster the bowler, the more crucial this is. Should there be an appeal, the umpire must carefully weigh up all the elements, then make a decision.


It is imperative that aggressive appealing from players does not influence the decision.


The following are key considerations when adjudicating on an LBW appeal:
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Off stump


Outside leg stump





On the fourth day of an Ashes Test at Old Trafford, Australia, who were bowling, were desperate for a wicket as England strolled towards victory. Shane Warne went around the wicket to Freddie Flintoff, pitching and sharply turning a ball into the rough outside Flintoff’s leg stump. Flintoff raised his bat high, turned his body and placed his pads in front of the wicket. The ball cannoned into his pads. All eleven Aussies appealed but the umpire ruled not out. Hawk-Eye showed that the ball would have hit middle stump. Why was Flintoff not given out?


The answer is that the batsman cannot be given out LBW to any ball that pitches outside the leg stump.


o If the batsman is hit on the pads outside the line of the off stump while playing a stroke, you cannot give out LBW even if you judge the ball would have gone on to hit the wicket. 


o If the batsman is hit on the pads outside the line of the off stump offering no stroke, you can give out if you judge the ball would have gone on to hit the wicket. 





To reduce the chances of dismissal in this manner, the lawmakers have decided that a batsman cannot be given out LBW to a ball pitching outside the line of the leg stump. It was felt that batting was perilous enough with all the other ways of dismissal. 


1
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Angle of delivery





There are a few reasons why seam bowlers especially strive to bowl wicket to wicket. The wicket is only nine inches wide and delivering from close to the wicket and bowling straight at the striker’s wicket boosts the chances of bowling the striker and getting LBWs should the striker miss (1). What’s more, with slip fielders in place, the ball only has to move away slightly to clip the edge of the bat and get the striker caught at slip.


The wider of the wicket the ball pitches (2), the less of the wicket it is likely to hit. This means there’s a greater chance of missing the wicket on either leg or off.





The former Australian fast bowler Terry Alderman bowled from closer to the wicket than any other seam bowler


I have ever known. As a result, a high proportion of his wickets were LBW, bowled and caught at slip. John Emburey, the former Middlesex and England off spinner, bowled from even closer than Alderman. Many of his victims were bowled and LBW. It is a matter of angles.


o The bowler who stands close to the wicket when delivering the ball has a straighter angle to the stumps.


o The bowler who stands wide on the popping crease has a much wider angle of delivery, which creates added doubt if the ball would have passed outside the leg stump.


2


1
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Fair delivery





In a situation where you’ve established that if there was no bat involved, the ball would have hit the stumps, and would have pitched either in line or on off, you now have to confirm that it was a fair delivery. It is a legal delivery if the bowler’s front foot is behind the popping crease (see below).


If in delivery any part of the bowler’s back foot touches or lands outside the line of the return crease, the bowler’s end umpire will immediately call and signal no ball. This isn’t an easy thing to pick up when all the action is some 20 yards away.


In a county match, the away team’s third wicket pair batted well, putting on 180 runs. In desperation, the opposition took the second new ball. The striker played back off the first ball, but the ball skidded through and hit his pad. Although the delivery looked good, the umpire called and signalled no ball.


TV replays showed that the back of the bowler’s heel was resting on the popping crease and that no part of his foot was behind the line. It should be noted that the back edge of the popping crease is the crease.


The grass was slightly wet before a match, but play started on time. The opening bowler raced in, landed behind the popping crease, but his foot slid about a foot over the line. The striker was bowled, but his colleague claimed that the delivery was a no ball. He was wrong. The law says the important consideration is where the foot lands, not where it finally ends up. It would be grossly unfair to penalise a bowler whose foot slipped on landing.


Front foot fair delivery Front foot no ball delivery Front foot slipped over the popping crease
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Review and referral systems


Review





The referral and review systems arose as a result of televised cricket, and the former has been in operation for about 30 years. In an effort to reduce umpire errors, the International Cricket Council (ICC) brought in the Decision Review System (DRS) in 2009. 


A review is triggered by a challenge to the umpire’s decision by the batsmen at the crease or the fielding captain and must be made within 15 seconds of the umpire’s decision. The television umpire reviews all available video footage from high-resolution cameras, Snicko and Hot Spot, then advises the on-field umpire either to stay with his original decision or to change it. A review can last 3–4 minutes. 


Referral





A referral may be requested by the on-field umpires for specific decisions in response to an appeal, the validity of which they are unsure. Decisions that may be referred are: 


o Run out


o Stumping


o Clean catches 


o Hit wicket 


o Boundary fielding


The television umpire makes a final decision, which is then displayed on the replay screen on the ground.


To call for a review, the umpire makes the shape of a television to his television umpiring colleagues.


If a batsman wants a review, he makes the letter T with his hand and his bat. A fielder makes the letter T with his hands. 
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LBW reviewed


Run out reviewed





technology to confirm that the ball did not make contact with the bat. The final check is ball-tracking to determine where on the pads the ball struck and if the ball would have hit the wicket. The review showed that the ball would have hit the wicket but struck the pad outside the line of the off stump. Because he was playing a stroke, Root could not be given out LBW. 


Umpires should only give a batsman out if he is certain that the batsman is out. But because LBW is a matter of opinion, not fact, there is an added element of difficulty. Umpires give the benefit of doubt when assessing whether the ball was likely to hit the outer edge of the wicket. 


Hawk-Eye, the computerised system used for assessing the trajectory of a ball, is said to be more accurate than any umpire in predicting the path of the ball if it had not been intercepted. But not even Hawk-Eye can be said to be 100 per cent accurate, so the umpire’s call comes into play.


The following scenario is an example of how television technology is used. The West Indies fast bowler Kemar Roach sends down a good length ball to Joe Root, who goes forward to play a defensive shot. The ball thuds into his front pad. There is an appeal. The umpire gives Root out LBW. After conferring with his colleague, Root makes the signal asking for a review. The television umpire checks the front foot to ensure the delivery was legal. If it isn’t, there’s no need to go any further – he is not out. The delivery was good so he turns to the Hot Spot and Snicko In 1995 I was the television umpire in the Edgbaston Test between England and the West Indies. The visitors batted only once, winning the match before lunch on the third day. During the match, there was a run out incident, which could only have been spotted by television replay technology.


West Indies pace bowler Kenny Benjamin went for a sharp run towards the pavilion end. The wicket was broken with Benjamin struggling to make his ground. Umpire Peter Willey signalled to me that he wanted a referral, whereupon I asked the television director to start the slow-motion replay process. It was difficult to be absolutely decisive until I asked to rock the camera back and forth. Only then was it clear that the bat was on the crease when the wicket was broken. The director then displayed ‘out’ on the giant screen and Benjamin left the field.


In the case of a run out, with a batsman running at 14mph and inches from the popping crease, the movement of the bat is a blur, but with the use of super slow-motion cameras, it is possible to see exactly where the bat is at the moment the wicket is broken. Relying on only the naked eye, the decision would be pure guesswork and the umpire would be likely to rule not out.


REVIEW AND REFERRAL SYSTEMS
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In a one-day match, the opening fast bowler skittles the first three batsmen. The opposing captain decides on a change in his batting order. The hurried reshuffle means the next batsman has taken longer than three minutes to walk to the crease. The fielding side appeal for the batsman to be timed out. What is your decision?


1


2 3


A batsman whose run-scoring feats have made him a box-office attraction walks to the crease with his new sponsor’s name emblazoned on both sides of his cricket boots. Do you take any action?


A batsman has just hit his fourth consecutive six. Trying for another six from a slow delivery, his leg-side swipe results only in a thick top edge. The ball pops gently up in the air and, as it falls to the ground, the batsman accidentally catches it with the back of his bat and it is caught. Out or not out?


20


THE QUESTIONS 1–3









[image: image]









[image: image]









[image: image]













[image: image]





A fielder, sliding along the ground to stop a four, comes into contact with the boundary rope, pushing it well back. When the fielder gets up, he realises that had the boundary rope not been pushed back, the ball would have made contact, so he throws the ball back to the wicketkeeper and signals a four, but his captain insists it’s only three runs – the ball must make contact with the boundary. What is your decision?


6


4 5


A fielder on the boundary signing autographs suddenly realises the ball has been hit in his direction. He steps back onto the field, inadvertently holding the autograph book. He drops the book on the ground in front of the ball, stopping its forward roll, then throws the ball back to the wicketkeeper. The batsmen have made two runs. What now?


A striker deliberately lets a good length ball hit his pad. It deflects onto his bat and then over the keeper. The batsmen run a single, but the fielding captain complains that no stroke was offered, so no runs should be scored. What do you do?


THE QUESTIONS 4–6







OEBPS/nav.xhtml






Contents





		Copyright



		Title



		The Umpire



		The Questions



		The Answers



		Index of Offences and Issues











Guide





		Title



		Start















		1



		2



		3



		4



		5



		6



		7



		8



		9



		10



		11



		12



		13



		14



		15



		16



		17



		18



		19



		20



		21



		22



		23



		24



		25



		26



		27



		28



		29



		30



		31



		32



		33



		34



		35



		36



		37



		38



		39



		40



		41



		42



		43



		44



		45



		46



		47



		48



		49



		50



		51



		52



		53



		54



		55



		56



		57



		58



		59



		60



		61



		62



		63



		64



		65



		66



		67



		68



		69



		70



		71



		72



		73



		74



		75



		76



		77



		78



		79



		80



		81



		82



		83



		84



		85



		86



		87



		88



		89



		90



		91



		92



		93



		94



		95



		96



		97



		98



		99



		100



		101



		102



		103



		104



		105



		106



		107



		108



		109



		110



		111



		112



		113



		114



		115



		116



		117



		118



		119



		120



		121



		122



		123



		124



		125



		126



		127



		128



		129



		130



		131



		132



		133



		134



		135



		136



		137



		138



		139



		140



		141



		142



		143



		144



		145



		146



		147



		148



		149



		150



		151



		152



		153



		154



		155



		156



		157



		158



		159



		160











OEBPS/images/common.png





OEBPS/images/page001.jpg
K¢
t/i)\
YOU ARE
THE UMPIRE





OEBPS/images/page002.jpg
Project Editor: Cathy Meeus

An Hachette UK Company
www.hachette.co.uk Designer: Hugh Schermuly
Fi i i Britail 2019 Publishing Director: Trevor Davies
by Cassell, an imprint of Octopus Publishing Editor: Ella Parsons
rou Art Director: Juliette N thy
lite H 50 Victoria Embank it Senior ion Manager: Peter Hunt

London EC4Y ODZ
www.octopusbooks.co.uk

Text Copyright © John Holder 2019
lllustrations Copyright © Paul Trevillion 2019
Desi. d Tt

Trevillion 2019

qi £
lised in any form

All rights reserved. No part of this work

may p uti
or by any means, electronic or mechanical,
includit t ing, recordin; by

any

ritten

system, with he prior wi
permission of the publisher.

Paul Trevillion and John Holder assert the

of this work.

elSBN 978-0-60063-645-8

of the Author and not the Publisher.

y | o IO

Look out for linked
lachie el

Y






OEBPS/images/page005.jpg
The Umpire





OEBPS/images/page006.jpg
Foreword

Michael Holding

6 | FOREWORD

Cricket is such a marvellous game.

| have thoroughly enjoyed the years
that | played and am now enjoying the
years of making a living talking about

after being involved in the sport for so
many years - there are still things to be
learned about the game, including
elements of the laws and playing
condmons The playlng condmons have
alway
combatants and where the combats
have taken place, but the laws have
varied little... and yet we continue to
learn more and more about them

| am glad to know that John has
written a book to help the layman and
woman - and to be honest even us paid

pundits - understand the laws and
explam exactly what an umpire can and
not do under various circumstances.
John played the game for many years
harki er lon ng
eer UUI.II
young players and umpires, so he is
extremely well qualified to write
such a
Ih reading
You Are the Umplre and I know that
in doing so they will have a greater
understanding of the laws of this
great game.

Mikey.





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg
YOU ARE THE UMPIRE

300 cricketing conundrums for you to solve
Paul Trevillion & John Holder

CASSELL

ILLUSTRATED





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg





OEBPS/images/page009.jpg
Short run

When a batsman fails
to ground the bat
behind the crease on
completion of a run,
rule a short run by
using one arm to
repeatedly pat the top
the shoulder on the
same side. Call out
‘short run’.

LEVEL3

Revoke the last signal
The umpire may cancel a
decision after consultation

umpire by crossing both
arms across the chest with
the palms of the hands on
opposite shoulders. You may
recall the batsman verbally,
then make the revoke signal
to the scorers.

LEVEL 4

Five penalty runs

Either team can be awarded
five penalty runs for specific
offences. To awar

batting side, repeatedly pat
your shoulder with the
opposite hand. To award the
fielding side, rest your hand
on the opposite shoulder.

behaviol

There are four levels of bad behaviour, with Level 3 and
1 ovel 4 hoing £ e Fora level 3

where a player is being sent off for
overs only, tt i il H + the howler'
P i d I o
shoulder height. H H t Iy, with
s s e hned ¥ A
t bo | 11 r T
ff 2
ho bowler's end L
t m boulder heiok g P

ind hed. This means

that the player

of the match.

for the remainder

UMPIRING SIGNALS 1 8





OEBPS/images/page007.jpg
Umpiring signals

Signalling is an essential part of the

umpire’s role. Making the standard

signals clearly enables the players,
ot | "

P scorers t
what has happened on the field of play.

Boundary four
When a ball has been hit
and passes the boundary
after touching the ground,
indicate a boundary four
by extending one arm
horizontally in front of

r body and moving
it from right to left in
a waving motion.

Out

To indicate that a batsman
has been given out, raise
one arm and extend the
index finger upwards.

Boundary six

When a ball has been hit and
passes the boundary without
touching the ground, indicate
a boundary six by raising both
arms above your head with
fingers outstretched.

UMPIRING SIGNALS T 1






OEBPS/images/page008.jpg
Leg byes
When a legitimate
ball does not touch

the bat, but (providing
there is no leg before

wicket) strikes the

body of the batsman,
who then scores one
or more runs, indicate

a leg bye by raising

one leg and tapping

the raised leg
repeatedly with
one hand.

When a legitimate ball
passes the striking batsman
without touching the
batsman'’s bat or body and
the batsman scores one or
more runs, indicate a bye by
extending one arm vertically
with fingers outstretched.

8 I UMPIRING SIGNALS

No ball
If the bowler delivers a ball
from the wrong place, if
the ball bounces more
than twice or it rolls, or if
the delivery is deemed to
be dangerous, indicate a
no ball by extending one
arm horizontally at a right

ngle to your body with
fingers outstretched. Call
out no ball'.

re

Wide ball

P
b

Dead ball

Y
no longer to be in play, i

front of your body. Call out ‘dead ball'

/ did not

P TR
have a fair
B

to hit the ball. vou

ide ball. Extend both
" ok "

from your body with fingers
outstretched and call out ‘wide ball'





OEBPS/images/page012.jpg
Giving LBW

Sixty per cent of all decisions made by
umpires involve LBW but for umpires,
giving LBW is the most difficult
decision of all because it is a matter of
opinion whether or not the ball would
have hit the wicket. Nevertheless, the
bowler’s end umpire is in the best
position to make that judgement.

The decision has to be made in
conditions that are often highly
pressurised. The crowd is raucous,
the fielding team are shouting and the
bowler is almost on bended knees
pleading for you to raise your finger.
Despite all th you have
to make a decision on a moment in time
that could have lasted less than a
second based on the following
considerations:

12 1 GIVING LBW

Was it a legal delivery?

Would the ball have hit the wicket?
Where did the ball pitch?

If outside the line of the off stump,
was the striker playing a shot?

Did the striker edge the ball?

Was the ball delivered from close
to the wicket or wide on the crease?
How far down the pitch was the
striker?

How tall was the striker?

How far did the ball have to travel
to hit the wicket?

How much was the ball swinging,
moving or tur

Was the bounce high or low?

Obtaining an accurate view

Th ire stands at a distance from
the W|cket from where he can clearly
see if the bowler’s front foot lands
behind or over the back edge of the
popping crease. The umpire must then
raise his eyes to pick up the ball in
flight. It is essential that the head of
the umpire is kept as still as possible
in order to be able to pick up the ball
in flight. The faster the bowler, the
more crucial this is. Should there be
an appeal, the umpire
must carefully weigh
up all the elements,
then make a decision.
It is imperative that
aggressive appealing
from players does
not influence the
decision

The following are key
considerations when
adjudicating on an
LBW appeal:






OEBPS/images/page013.jpg
Off stump

Outside leg stump

If the batsman is hit on the pads
outside the line of the off stump
while playing a stroke, you cannot
give out LBW even if you judge
the ball would have gone on to
hit the wicket.

If the batsman is hit on the pads
outside the line of the off stump
offering no stroke, you can give
out if you judge the ball would
have gone on to hit the wicket.

To reduce the chances of dismissal

in this manner, the lawmakers have
decided that a batsman cannot be given
out LBW to a ball pitching outside the
line of the leg stump. It was felt that
batting was perilous enough with all
the other ways of dismissal.

On the fourth day of an Ashes Test
at Old Trafford, Australia, who were
bowling, were desperate for a
wicket as England strolled towards
victory. Shane Warne went around
the wicket to Freddie Flintoff,
pitching and sharply turning a ball
into the rough outside Flintoff's leg
stump. Flintoff raised his bat high,
turned his body and placed his
pads in front of the wicket. The
ball cannoned into his pads. All
eleven Aussies appealed but the
umpire ruled not out. Hawk-Eye
showed that the ball would have
hit middle stump. Why was Flintoff
not given out?

The anwer is that the batsman
cannot be given out LBW to

any ball that pitches outside the
leg stump.

GIVING LBW 1[I 13
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Key changes to the laws of cricket

The first Laws of Cricket were codified
in 1744 (although the earliest printed
account is from 1755) by members of
the London Cricket Club. It set out
many of the core elements of the game,
including the height of the stumps, no
balls and fielders having to appeal for a
player to be out. It did, however, say an
over should last four balls. This was
changed to five in 1889 and finally to
six in 1900 (although this wasn’t
adopted universally until 1979).

The Marylebone Cricket Club (MCC)
has been the custodian of the Laws
since its creation in 1787. Over the
years there have been seven recoding
of the Laws of Cricket, with the latest
being released in October 2017. Here
are the key changes:

1. The ‘Handled the Ball’ law has been
removed and merged with ‘Obstructing
the Field".

2. The striker can be caught from a

ball that comes off the bat and deflects
off the helmet of the wicketkeeper or
a fielder.

3. The striker can be caught if a ball
becomes lodged in the visor of the
wicketkeeper's or a fielder’s helmet.

4. The striker can be run out from a ball
that rebounds off any fielder’s helmet
and breaks the wicket.

5. Play must be suspended if one
: i Lavi g

to be dangerous. When off the field,
both umpires must agree for play to
start or restart.

6. Umpires have the power to have a
player sent off the field of play. The
relevant captain will be told to send his
player off. Failure to do so will result in
the match being forfeited.

10 I KEY CHANGES TO THE LAWS OF CRICKET
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7. In the case of deliberate short runs,
both batsmen will be returned to their
original ends and the runs will not
count. Five penalty runs will be
awarded to the fielding side and both
players reported. That ball will not
count in the over.

8. The ‘Lost Ball’ law has been removed.
In the ituati t this may
arise, the ‘Dead Ball’ law will apply.

9. There is now one warning given
to a player for damaging the pitch.

10. The law preventing a fielder from
deliberately deceiving or distracting a
batsman - for example, by chasing the
ball and pretending to have stopped it
has h larified d <t oth. d

11. A new law penalises the bowler
for deliberately overstepping the
popping crease.

12. Astriker cannot take guard on
the Protected Area (previously called
the Danger Area).

KEY CHANGES TO THE LAWS OF CRICKET I 11
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Review and referral systems

The referral and review systems arose
as a result of televised cricket, and the
former has been in operation for about
30 years. In an effort to reduce umpire
errors, the International Cricket Council
(ICC) brought in the Decision Review
System (DRS) in 2009.

Referral

A referral may be requested by the
on-field umpires for specific decisions
in response to an appeal, the validity
of which they are unsure. Decisions
that may be referred are:

e Run out

o Stumping

o Clean catches

o Hit wicket

e Boundary fielding

The television umpire makes a final
decision, which is then displayed on
the replay screen on the ground.

16 I REVIEW AND REFERRAL SYSTEMS

"
pe of
colleagues.

Review

A review is triggered by a challenge to
the umpire’s decision by the batsmen
at the crease or the fielding captain and
must be made within 15 seconds of the

‘e dect The tel

1 P!
reviews all available video footage from
high-resolution cameras, Snicko and
Hot Spot, then advises the on-field
umpire either to stay with his original
decision or to change it. A review can
last 3-4 minutes.

If a batsman wants a
review, he makes the
letter T with his hand and
his bat. A fielder makes the
letter T with his hands.
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LBW reviewed

Run out reviewed

Umpires should onIy glve a batsman out
if he is certain that tt

technology to conﬁrm that the ball did
the bat. The final

But because LBW is a matter of
opinion, not fact, there is an added
element of difficulty. Umpires give
the benefit of doubt when assessing
whether the ball was likely to hit the
outer edge of the wicket.

Hawk-Eye, the computerised system
used for assessing the trajectory of a
ball, is said to be more accurate than
any umpire in predicting the path of the
ball if it had not been intercepted. But
not even Hawk-Eye can be said to be
100 per cent accurate, so the umpire’s
call comes |nto play.

I IIE
of how television technology is used
The West Indies fast bowler Kemar
Roach sends down a good length ball to
Joe Root, who goes forward to play a
defensive shot. The ball thuds into his
front pad. There is an appeal. The
umplre g|ves Root out LBW After
conferring , Root
makes the signal asklng for a review.
The television umpire checks the front
foot to ensure the delivery was legal. If
it isn't, there’s no need to go any further
- he is not out. The delivery was good
so he turns to the Hot Spot and Snicko

check is ball-tracking to determine
where on the pads the ball struck and
if the ball would have hit the wicket.
The review showed that the ball would
have hit tl k the pad
outside the line of the off stump.
Because he was playing a stroke, Root
could not be given out LB

In 1995 | was the television umpire in
the Edgbaston Test between England
and the West Indies. The visitors
batted only once, winning the match
before lunch on the third day. During
the match, there was a run out
incident, which could only have been
spotted by television replay
technology.

2 vl

uuvvlcl I\CIIIIY

Benjamin went for a sharp run
towards the pavilion end. The wicket
was broken with Benjamin struggling
to make his ground. Umpire Peter
Willey signalled to me that he
wanted a referral, whereupon | asked
the television director to start the

In the case of a run out, with a batsman
running at 14mph and inches from the
popping crease, the movement of the
bat is a blur, but with the use of super
slow-motion cameras, it is possible to
see exactly where the bat is at the
moment the wicket is broken. Relying
on only the naked eye, the decision

would be k and the
umpire would be likely to rule not out.

slow-motion replay process. It was
difficult to be absolutely decisive
until | asked to rock the camera back
and forth. Only then was it clear that
the bat was on the crease when the
wicket was broken. The director then
displayed ‘out’ on the giant screen
and Benjamin left the field.

&
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Angle of delivery

There area few reasons why seam

y strive to bowl wicket
to wicket. The wicket is only nine inches
wide and delivering from close to the
wicket and bowling straight at the
striker’s wicket boosts the chances of
bowling the striker and getting LBWs
should the striker miss (1). What's more,
with slip fielders in place, the ball only
has to move away slightly to clip the
edge of the bat and get the striker
caught at slip.

The wider of the wicket the ball
pitches (2), the less of the wicket it is
likely to hit. This means there's a greater
chance of missing the wicket on either
leg or off.

14 I GIVING LBW

The former Australian fast bowler Terry
Alderman bowled from closer to the
wicket than any other seam bowler

| have ever known. As a result, a high

proportion of his wickets were LBW,

bowled and caught at slip. John

Emburey, the former Middlesex and

England off spinner, bowled from even

closer than Alderman. Many of his

victims were bowled and LBW. It is a

matter of angles.

e The bowler who stands close to the
wicket when delivering the ball has a
straighter angle to the stumps.

e The bowler who stands wide on the
popping crease has a much wider
angle of delivery, which creates
added doubt if the ball would have
passed outside the leg stump.
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Fair delivery

tobliched

In a situation wher
that if there was no bat involved, the
ball would have hit the stumps, and
would have pitched either in line or

on off, you now have to confirm that it
was a fair delivery. It is a legal delivery
if the bowler’s front foot is behind the
popping crease (see below).

If in delivery any part of the bowler’s
back foot touches or lands outside the
line of the return crease, the bowler’s
end umpire will immediately call and
signal no ball. This isn’t an easy thing
to pick up when all the action is some
20 yards away.

In a county match, the away team’s
third wicket pair batted well,
putting on 180 runs. In desperation,
the opposition took the second
new ball. The striker played back off
the first ball, but the ball skidded
through and hit his pad. Although
the delivery looked good, the

. e and <ionallad ne b

TV replays showed that the back
of the bowler’s heel was resting on
the popping crease and that no
part of his foot was behind the
line. It should be noted that the
back edge of the popping crease

is the crease.

Front foot fair delivery

The grass was slightly wet before
a match, but play started on tim

The opening bowler raced in,
landed behind the popping crease,
but his foot slid about a foot over
the line. The striker was bowled,
but his colleague claimed that the
delivery was a no ball. He was
wrong. The law says the important
consideration is where the foot
lands, not where it finally ends up.
It would be grossly unfair to
penalise a bowler whose foot
slipped on landing.

Front foot slipped over
the popping crease

GIVING LBW 1[I 15
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THE QUESTIONS
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[n a one-day match, the opening fagt bowler skittlee the firet three batsmen. The opposing
captain decides on a change in hig batting order. The hurried reshuffle meang the next
bateman hag taken longer than three minutes to walk to the creage. The fielding side
appeal for the bateman to be timed out. What ie your decicion?

A bateman whoge run-gcoring feate have
made him a box-office attraction walke to
the creage with hig new ¢ponsor’e name
emblazoned on both gides of hig ericket
boote. Do you take any action?

A bateman hag just hit hie fourth consecutive gix. Trying for
another ¢ix from a elow delivery, hig leg-gide swipe results only
in a thick top edge. The ball pope gently up in the air and, ag it
falle to the ground, the bateman accidentally catehes it with the
back of hig bat and it ie caught. Out or not out?
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A fielder, sliding along the ground to stop a four, comeg into contact with the boundary rope, pughing it
well back. When the fielder gete up, he realices that had the boundary rope not been pushed back, the ball
would have made contact, <o he throwse the ball back to the wicketkeeper and cignale a four, but hig captain
inicte it’e only three rung ~ the ball must make contact with the boundary. What ie your decicion?

A fielder on the boundary <igning autographe euddenly realices the ball A etriker deliberately lete a good length ball hit his
hag been hit in hie direction. He etepe back onto the field, inadvertently pad. [t deflecte onto hie bat and then over the
holding the autograph book. He dropg the book on the ground in front keeper. The batemen run a gingle, but the fielding
of the ball, stopping its forward roll, then throws the ball back to the captain complaing that no stroke wag offered,
wicketkeeper. The batemen have made two rune. What now? 20 no rung should be scored. What do you do?
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