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Arthur Shawcross

 

The Exaggerating Cannibal

 

Curiously for a serial killer, Arthur Shawcross’s confessional accounts of his crimes were only partially believed. His stories changed frequently as he spoke with different people and almost everyone who interviewed him thought that he was exaggerating some of the time. So, although teeth marks were found on some of his victims, was he telling the truth when he confessed to eating parts of his victims?

In 2003, HBO made a documentary series called In Cannibal: The Real Hannibal Lecters. British journalist Katherine English interviewed Shawcross for one of the programs at Sullivan Correction Facility in Fallsburg, New York, where he was incarcerated. The interview began with Shawcross telling her that he ate the genitalia of some of his victims. Some parts of the genitalia of some of the victims had been cut off but the full extent of Authur Shawcross’s cannibalism has always been a subject of debate. Even if body parts of a victim are missing, it is difficult to prove that the murderer did actually eat them.

English tried to get him to explain some of his background to her. He had claimed frequent abuse at the hands of his mother but Shawcross told her that he didn’t want to discuss those incidents with a woman. He was more interested in describing his cannibalism. When asked what human flesh tasted like he compared it to roast pork and maintained that he hadn’t eaten his victims out of hunger, it was more that he just wanted to eat them. He then claimed that he saw them as symbolic of his mother. In his head he was really killing and eating his mother.

Whether or not the details of this interview are true, it nonetheless remains that Arthur Shawcross was a twisted and brutal serial killer. When he committed the Rochester murders, he had recently been released from prison after murdering two children. He has always said that he ate the genitals of one of those victims, a 10-year-old boy. He said he preferred to eat genitalia raw.

Shawcross was from Kittery, Maine, born 6th June 1945. His parents moved to Watertown in New York State when he was a small boy. People who knew him then said that as a child he was socially withdrawn and never really made friends. He was apparently nicknamed ‘oddie’ because of his awkwardness. His childhood, however, remains a source of debate. He was prone to difficult behavior and bedwetting and there are school records that confirm that he didn’t do well with his studies.

Reports from his schools verify that he was frequently absent due to truancy and that he had a particularly low IQ and was a troublemaker who was often violent. As he got older he became under suspicion for a number of burglaries and arson attacks. According to records, he dropped out of school after ninth grade and spent the next few years in and out of trouble with the police. His first documented offense was in December 1963, for smashing a shop window.

In September 1964, he married his first wife Sarah, and they had a son a year later. Being a father didn’t make him change his ways and in November 1965 he received another probationary charge for unlawful entry. Sarah left him after several violent episodes and filed for divorce. Just after he was drafted into the army in 1967, Shawcross married again but this union was not successful either.
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