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Welcome to Storey Publishing


We’re a community of doers who love to grow, build, create, and explore the world around us. We invite you to join us in the quest to enrich life through hands-on activities and experiences.
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Are You Ready to Search for Bugs?



The world is full of all kinds of cool bugs. You can find them buzzing, flying, climbing, and crawling nearly anywhere if you pay attention! Grab this book, head outside, and get ready to spot some little critters.


Things to Bring in your Backpack


[image: Water bottle, sun hat, bug spray, camera, bug jar, sunscreen, snacks, pencil, bug net, backpack]







	

How to Have Fun with This Book





Weave Spiderwebs





[image: A monarch caterpillar hanging on a stick]


Look for bug signs





[image: A bumblebee]


Listen for chirping and buzzing







Search for jumping, flying, and crawling critters


[image: A pink flower]


Pollinate flowers





[image: A flying grasshopper]


Play bug games





[image: Fireflies collected in a glass jar]


Meet your neighborhood Insects














Bug-finding Tips



[image: An orange butterfly]


Here are some ways to find bugs and learn about them.


	
Look In the air and on the ground. Try peeking in flowers, checking under logs, and looking in shallow water.

[image: A snail]




	
Be gentle. Don’t harm or squish creatures.
[image: A pair of mosquitoes]




	
Notice the shape, size, and color of a bug to help you identify it.

[image: A caterpillar with spikes]




	
Listen quietly. Your ears can help you find insects that make sounds.

[image: A bumblebee]




	
Be careful around insects that might bite or sting. Give them space.











Caterpillars

Caterpillars are baby moths and butterflies. They spend most of their time eating leaves and growing. After a while, moth caterpillars spin a cocoon and butterfly caterpillars make a chrysalis [KRI-sah-lis]. Then they grow their wings and turn into adults.


Tent caterpillars hang out together in silky webs.




[image: A group of tent caterpillars hanging out on their nest]







What kinds of Caterpillars can you find?


[image: Luna moth caterpillar]



[image: Isabella tiger moth caterpillar]

This caterpillar is known as a woolly bear.






[image: Time lapse of a monarch caterpillar forming into its chrysalis]

This caterpillar is making its chrysalis.






[image: Giant swallowtail, tobacco hornworm, and milkweed tiger caterpillars]

Caterpillars come in lots of colors.






[image: Mourning cloak and cecropia caterpillars]

Some caterpillars have stinging spines to keep predators away.









Zoom In




Is that crawly caterpillar smooth or furry? What color is it? Does it have stripes? Spots?





[image: A hairy, spikey caterpillar with blue, orange, black and white stripes]















Watch a Caterpillar Grow!


Metamorphosis [meh-tuh-MAWR-fuh-sihs] is when something changes from one form into another.




[image: An orange butterfly]


Follow the pictures below to see the life cycle of a monarch as it changes from egg to caterpillar to chrysalis to butterfly!


	

[image: Step 1 illustrated]


A female monarch lays her tiny eggs on the underside of a milkweed leaf.



	

[image: Step 2 illustrated]


Between 4 and 8 days later, a little caterpillar wiggles out of each egg. The caterpillar is a larva that eats a lot for 2 or 3 weeks. It grows and grows!



	

[image: Step 3 illustrated]


When the caterpillar is big enough, it hangs upside-down from a twig and forms a chrysalis.



	

[image: Step 4 illustrated]


In about 10 days, it emerges as a butterfly!










Scavenger Hunt Bug Behavior

Insects are always on the move. Have you noticed any bugs behaving in any of these ways?






[image: Bumblebee]

Buzzing









[image: White lined sphinx moth]

Flying









[image: House cricket]

Hopping
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Building









[image: Fruit fly]

Eating









[image: Leaf insect]

Hiding












[image: Potato beetle]

Climbing









[image: Rhinoceros beetles]

Fighting









[image: True katydid]

Singing
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