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      For Jason, the helmsman
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      • JEWELS AND JOLLY ROGERS •

      
      DAN JERRIS

      Illustrations by Rory Walker
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      Pirate Mateys and Scallywags

               
         Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
         

         
         Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

         
         Flash Johnny: Blacktooth’s devious and greedy cabin boy
         

         
         Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Booty

         
         Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
         

         
         Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
         

         
         Mozzy: The Booty’s bosun
         

         
         Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
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         Pigface McNurt: Blacktooth’s bosun; a massive pirate with a ring through his nose
         

         
         Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
         

         
         Slicer: The Booty’s cook
         

         
         Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
         

         
         Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre that belonged to Prince Alleric.
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      Sabre Island

      
      Snakeboot, the three-legged white cat, sat purring happily on an old sea trunk in the attic of Alleric Breas’s house at number
         five Drake Drive. Al and his best friend, Owen, were also in the attic.
      

      
      ‘Hally’s playing next door,’ said Al. ‘It might be a good time to go back to Sabre Island.’

      
      ‘I know it sounds mean, but it would be good to go back on our own,’ said Owen. ‘Captain Gunner’s ship, The Booty, might still be there. And I really want to go hunting for treasure!’
      

      
      ‘It’s not really being mean,’ said Al. ‘Hally didn’t want to go to sea again, anyway. She said she was too scared to go to
         Cannibal Island. I don’t think she’ll mind if we go on our own.’
      

      
      ‘Do you think we could get back to exactly the same place and time as when we left?’ Owen asked his friend.

      
      Snakeboot arched his back and jumped down from the sea trunk, then clawed at the lock on the front of the trunk.

      
      ‘I think Snakeboot is saying yes,’ Al replied. ‘And I can’t wait to see if that treasure map we found in Alleric Castle really
         leads us to jewels and gold.’
      

      
      ‘Let’s get dressed, then.’ Owen reached up and pulled down two sets of pirate clothes from a shelf.

      
      The boys quickly changed clothes. Al grabbed an old iron key and unlocked the sea trunk. He lifted the lid and Snakeboot leapt
         inside. The boys stepped into the trunk and, with a bright flash of light, they faded and disappeared.
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      Seconds later they reappeared in an abandoned gazebo in the jungle, precisely the place they had disappeared from only days
         before. In front of them, lying on the floor, were four empty buckets, just as they had left them. They picked up the buckets
         and made their way to a bubbling creek.
      

      
      Captain Gunner, looking very smart in his black frockcoat and tricorn hat, approached them. ‘Hurry up!’ he yelled. ‘You two
         are slacking off. Mahoot has made four trips while you’ve been lazing around. We’re nearly ready to set sail for Cannibal
         Island.’
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