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This text includes the reproduction of archival material. Readers are advised that this material contains historical terminology when referring to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
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A Galaxy of Stories


in cosmic cliffs


womb of dust and gas


a story is born


a stellar nursery


is a blazing birthplace


for remembering, for forgetting


a galactic collision


of time and place


in a glittering skyscape


carved from clouds of cosmic ash


by rays of light


and stellar winds


if a story is a star,


then history is a galaxy


of hundreds of billions of stars


warping space


stretching light from the early universe


hurtling towards my eyes









Chicxulub Impact / 1829


fateful collision


sea in sky


crashing back down again


demise and burial under burning debris


truth is a story held in ancient sediment in the seabed


but now there is an aperture in the sedimentary records


a muddle of remembering and forgetting


buried under a crushing mass of mud and rock


my hands contain the crash of a star


the collision of sea and sky


the weight of human history


bursting out of itself











a story is where we begin
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Mattalan


born from the millennia-old womb of Wilman boodja


with the fresh waters of the Williams River coursing in her veins


she sways like a wattie seedling in the southerly when she learns to walk on the


riverbank


her small footprints bury her grandmother’s own deeper into the sand


thousands of generations


imprinted into sediment


I return to Williams River two centuries after her birth


my boots sink into the riverbed and my socks fill with sand


I search her night sky


there is only darkness


only a cold sadness seeping into my bones


grandmother, your stars have fallen from the sky in fire and dust


and been cast into the sea









Kingdoms


in black letter shapes on white paper


Daisy Bates inscribes beel-gar,


the people of the Swan River,


in The Passing of the Aborigines,1


a vibration in the air


never intended to be transcribed into the Roman alphabet


in the reading room of the library / I scream into the spine of the book


Daisy Bates, you even take my name from me / Quiet Please!


kingdoms rise and fall


on the tip of a tongue


take my name


from your tongue


now, it is my turn to speak
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Huggins, W.J. 1827, Captain Stirling’s exploring party 50 miles up the Swan River. National Library of Australia (134156746).
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