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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to your one-stop shop for all things related to the shitshow at the fuck factory, or as we like to call it, Succession, the swear-friendly American family dramedy created by the genius-level mind of British TV writer Jesse Armstrong.


If your life today feels bereft of joy, titillation, and pleasure, it’s because Succession – the most acclaimed TV show of the millennium so far – concluded its four-season lust for glory in 2023. Along the way, it gobbled up every major award going, as well as receiving universal acclaim from fans and critics. It became a rare example of a show that, like Waystar’s finances, grew richer with each episode, while also ratcheting up its suspense and ruthlessness to near-ridiculous levels before its shock-twist conclusion. The show delivered on its intellectual property too – a riches-to-even-more-riches tale of ripping the Roy family to ribbons, all in the quest to find the right-sized head to fit the crown – like Game of Thrones, in many ways, if the Lannisters wore $10,000-dollar suits. And while there will sadly be no more adventures of the Roys and their motley crew of Royco executives, there is enough wit, wisdom, and wizardry in the 39 episodes we have to ensure the show’s legacy lives on long after the hyperbole has fossilized.


The Little Guide to Succession is essential reading for fans of the show, a tiny tome dressed to impress with all the quickfire quips, perspicacious profanity, and outstanding one-liners we all now happily deploy daily to sound much cleverer than we are, proof of the show’s wicked way of weaponizing words to wonderful effect. Of course, as is to be expected, this celebratory compendium contains quite a lot of cursing, so be warned. Thankfully, all of it is awesome.


Now, with that in mind, let us leave this introduction with the wise words of Logan Roy: “Meeting over. Now fuck off.”
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CHAPTER ONE
BUSINESS CLASS


Greed. Betrayal. Tragedy. Rivalry. Lust. Power. Awkward displays of affection. Succession has it all. And so much more.


The show is pure 21st-century Shakespeare, complete with enough bawdry boardroom backstabbing to make the Bard spin back to life in his grave with joy. For the Roy family, as well as the wayward executives and minions of the Waystar Royco empire, the only thing that matters is the company you keep. Everything else is just business.


Speaking of which, let’s get down to it…
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Business is my fucking.
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Kendall, to Roman, making it clear to his brother what his priorities are – even at Tom’s bachelor party.


Season 1, Episode 8, “Prague”.
Written by Jon Brown.


* “Okay, let’s find you a Bloomberg terminal to stick your dick in,” responds Roman.
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You know, I know that you’ve read a lot of books about business management and this and that, but you know what? Sometimes, it is a big dick competition.
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Logan, to Kendall, about how Kendall got “bent over and fucked” by Lawrence Yee, CEO of Vaulter, in his unwinnable quest to please his father.


Season 1, Episode 1, “Celebration”.
Written by Jesse Armstrong.
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You’re such fucking dopes. You’re not serious figures. I love you, but you are not serious people.


[image: ]


Logan, speaking candidly to Shiv, Roman and Kendall for the last time before his death, regarding the inheritance of the business, and the only time in the show when he tells his kids he actually loves them.


Season 4, Episode 2, “Rehearsal”.
Written by Tony Roche & Susan Soon He Stanton.
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You can’t make a Tomelette without breaking some Gregs.
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Tom, to Greg (emailed to Greg 67 times by Tom in one evening, except between 3 a.m. and 5 a.m.) regarding the burning of the scandalous Brightstar Cruises sexual misconduct documents. Why Tom felt the need to send it 67 times was never explained.


Season 2, Episode 9, “DC”.
Written by Jesse Armstrong.
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I don’t mean to be insulting, but, having been around a bit… my hunch is that you’re going to get fucked. Because I’ve seen you get fucked a lot. And I’ve never seen Logan get fucked once.
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Tom, to Kendall, after Kendall tries to turn Tom against Logan during his hostile takeover of Waystar Royco.
If Tom’s in it to win it, this line proves it.


Season 3, Episode 6, “What It Takes”.
Written by Will Tracy.







3,021


The total number of times the word “fuck” is said throughout the show’s four seasons. That’s an average of 76 “fucks” per episode, or one every 1.2 minutes, and no less than 40 “fucks” per episode.


The Season 3 finale, “All the Bells Say”, has the most “fucks” of any episode – 119!


* Roman Roy says “fuck” the most – 523 times.
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Honestly, honey, it’s like this 900-pound gorilla has finally stopped fucking me.
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Tom, to Shiv, after Greg had disposed of the sexual misconduct documents relating to the Brightstar Cruises scandal which could implicate Tom if known, a fact that Shiv knew all too well.


Season 1, Episode 6, “Which Side Are You On?’
Written by Susan Soon He Stanton.
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You’re a clumsy interloper, no one trusts you and the only guy pulling for you is dead. Now you’re just married to the ex-boss’s daughter, and she doesn’t even like you. You are fairly, squarely fucked.
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Karl, to Tom, when Tom “respectfully” threw his hat into the ring for interim CEO following the sudden death of Logan. Karl says it like he sees it but would ultimately be proved wrong.


Season 4, Episode 4, “Honeymoon States’.
Written by Jesse Armstrong & Lucy Prebble.
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He’s just moseying, terrifyingly moseying. He’s wearing sunglasses inside. It looks like as if Santa Claus was a hitman. He’s just walking around, but with the slight sense that he might kill someone. It’s like Jaws if everyone in Jaws worked for Jaws.
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Greg, to a panicked Tom, after learning Logan will keep control of ATN per the terms of the GoJo sale and Logan’s surprise drop-in at the ATN newsroom to announce his revamp for the channel’s future.


Season 4, Episode 2, “Rehearsal’.
Written by Tony Roche & Susan Soon He Stanton.







[image: ]


The script was sent to me to read for the character of Greg. I didn’t feel like I clicked with that character, but I liked the script enough to continue reading. In the script Roman walks in the room and says, “Hey, hey, motherfuckers!” There was something that clicked with me and this character that’s something I still don’t understand, and probably don’t want to understand, considering the kind of guy he is.
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Kieran Culkin
Hollywood Reporter, December 16, 2018.
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