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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every July baby . . .


Find out why you might give your July baby a name to do with meadows, what is meant by a gift of a bunch of white lilies, marigolds and yellow jasmine, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Julius Caesar, Emmeline Pankhurst or Rembrandt?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood . . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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TELEPHONES have been ringing so the good news has sped round your family and your friends that the July baby has been born. All the usual questions have been asked: How is she? Did she have a bad time? Is it a boy or a girl? How much does it weigh? Who does it look like? But now the moment has arrived when visitors are permitted and everyone is saying to each other ‘What are you going to take her?’


As a rule July is a poor month for flowers. The summer ones are too full blown and the autumn ones not yet out. There will of course be roses and perhaps sweet peas and there are always carnations. But the big bunch of flowers from the garden, a popular present had the baby been born a month earlier, are now not likely to be received with rapture by the nurse, for even the best tempered and stoutest-hearted nurse is apt to wilt visibly when flower petals fall on the well-polished or hoovered floor about the patient’s bed.
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Fortunately in July fruit is at its best, or should be if the weather has been kind: peaches and greengages from the walls, late raspberries and gooseberries, sun-warmed nectarines. But the baby does not eat fruit yet and it is possible for even a vegetarian mother to have too much fruit. So what else is there to bring?


Something to wear is always nice and there are the July sales, but nice as diaphanous negligées are, friends and relations have more likely been plunging round the July sales buying last-minute cotton frocks or sun suits for their own summer holiday. There are, of course, always presents for the baby, but so few people have the strength of mind to keep those presents until the baby has actually arrived; the temptation to post them beforehand is so overwhelming when both pink and blue are equally correct.
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Bath essence, soap and scent for mother and talcum powder and soap of another kind for baby are lovely presents, and a fortunate mother may find herself stocked up for years to come, but nobody likes to be the sixth person to bring the same present, so what else is there to think of?
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Years of visiting mothers and new babies has resulted in this book. What every mother likes to talk about, of course, is baby, and so indeed does father. How would it be, then, if it were possible to buy a book, not heavy or erudite, but with information about July babies both past and present enclosed within its covers? Here then is such a book.
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