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Trees tell stories about places. Australia has some of the tallest, oldest, fattest and 


most unusual trees in the world. They have changed over thousands of years, to 


adapt to this continent’s deserts, mountains and coasts. Many have found clever 


ways of dealing with drought and ﬁ re. 


Their leaves, ﬂ owers and seeds are food for birds, insects and mammals. Old 


trees have lots of hollows, which make good homes for possums, sugar gliders, 


birds and bees. But trees aren’t just important for other animals – we need them 


too. What trees breathe out, we breathe in. They are a vital part of the Earth’s 


ecosystems.


When you ﬁ rst stand in a forest, the trees all seem the same. But if you look 


more closely, they are each a little diﬀ erent, like people. 
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Spotted gums are easy to spot. They are smooth to touch, but covered with 


dents and bumps. Every trunk is as diﬀ erent as a face, telling the story of how 


they grew. They are spotty right to the tips of their branches. But they drop their 


limbs as they grow. Their trunks grow taller and taller, until their leaves – or 


crowns – disappear out of sight. 


Spotted gums shed their pinky-grey bark in thick plates, which turn orange 


when it rains. Underneath, the new trunk is fresh and green – but with the same 


dimples and lumps. 


Koalas eat spotted gum leaves. Yellow-tailed black cockatoos and pale-


headed rosellas feast on the seeds inside their gumnuts, and ﬂ ying foxes, gliders, 


lorikeets, friarbirds, honeyeaters and bees all come for their cream ﬂ owers. 


Spotted gums grow in great forests along the east coast, from Queensland to 


Victoria. ‘Old Blotchy’, a spotted gum in Murramarang National Park in New 


South Wales, is 60 metres high and ten metres around the base. ‘Old Blotchy’ is 


500 years old, which must be why she has so many wrinkles.
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Ironbarks are tough trees. They have rough dark trunks with deep furrows. They 


don’t shed their bark; it grows thicker and thicker over their lifetime. The bark 


has to crack apart for them to grow. Red gum, also called kino, oozes out between 
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