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	INTRODUCTION






It’s very hard for me to put my fifteen years as a manager into words – the pivotal moments, my emotions, my memories. But images make it easier – images that I keep in my heart, in my soul, images that let me dive into these moments and talk about them like they happened yesterday.


There have been so many books written by people that don’t even know me, so many books full of untrue comments, so many books so far away from what I think, what I feel and who I am.


I can be emotional. I can cry with victories, I can smile with defeats.


In the victories I think about my family’s happiness, I enjoy my players’ pride, I feel the supporters’ ecstasy. In defeat I can smile because I want the next match, because the reaction will make me better and stronger, because I know that a defeat for me is the start of another winning period.


Moments, feelings, memories, emotions – this is my career, this is what I want to share, and the best way to do it is through few words and great images.


From Portugal, England, Italy and Spain – A Liga, the Premier League, il Scudetto, La Liga, A Taça de Portugal, the FA Cup and the League Cup, Coppa Italia and Copa del Rey, Supertaça de Portugal, the Community Shield, Supercoppa Italiana, Supercopa de España, the UEFA Cup and Champions League…thank you football for making my childhood dreams come true, but more than that – thank God for the family I have.


This is my picture book…
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	SL BENFICA




	
	2000
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Head coach for the first time at Benfica.
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I was ready. I was ready to make an impact, I was ready to cope with the responsibility, but the club wasn’t ready for me.
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It was a difficult period for this giant club, financially in trouble, an election period in a presidentialist club – there was great instability. But what an experience for me, and what a memory! My last match was the Lisbon derby: Benfica 3, Sporting 0.
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	UNIÃO DE LEIRIA




	
	2001–2002
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Next step – Leiria. It was a small club and I had clear objectives: not to be relegated, to work and develop players, sell some others. It was an important experience for me, and a great motivation to do something special. Perhaps too special, too fast!
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