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A date with Sumi


Koji lay on his bed, stared at the ceiling and grinned. He’d got himself a date. And what a date it was! He was going out with Sumi, the prettiest, liveliest girl in his year. All the boys wanted a date with Sumi. She’d spent a year living in California, and was much less boring than the other girls at the Tokyo high school where Koji was studying.


Koji was quiet and serious, and worked hard at his studies. He’d never asked a girl for a date before; he thought that they would laugh at him. He wished he could tell the rest of the boys in his year that he, Koji, was going out with Sumi, but of course, he couldn’t.


He knew what they would say:


“You, Koji? Going out with Sumi? You’re making it up. It’s another one of your little fantasies. Why would Sumi ever want to go out with a geek like you?”


Still, what did they matter? This evening he would be meeting Sumi at Ueno Park in downtown Tokyo for his very first date.
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