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Introduction


Have you ever wondered what drives someone to kill? Or how well-planned robberies can go so very wrong? All will become clear as the pages of this book unfold, revealing details of fascinating and often disturbing crimes, from the heinous acts of serial killers to the cold, calculating extortions run by cybercriminals.


The True Crime Trivia Book is your guide to nearly a hundred extraordinary tales of true crime from around the world, including chilling murders, notorious kidnappings and infamous cold cases.


Delve into the intricate details of high-profile murders, such as the brutal slayings committed by the likes of Jack the Ripper and Ted Bundy. Uncover the tactics of con artists who preyed upon unsuspecting victims, resulting in staggering financial losses, and take a walk through the shadowy world of organized crime, where mafia bosses such as Al Capone and John Gotti ruled with an iron fist and engaged in violent turf wars.













Chapter One
Chilling
Homicides 
and Murders


Have you ever pondered the dark impulse that drives someone to commit murder? Or considered the intricate complexities of criminal investigations, often shrouded in mystery, as the authorities seek to unravel the latest disturbing homicide? In this chapter, we delve into some of the most enigmatic and chilling cases in history. From the cryptic taunts left by San Francisco’s Zodiac Killer and Ted Bundy’s disturbing obsession with revisiting his victims’ bodies, to the gruesome Black Dahlia case that generated more than 150 suspects yet remains unsolved, we investigate the infamous killings that continue to captivate and haunt the public imagination today.







The Zodiac Killer


On 20 December 1968, teenagers David Faraday and Betty Lou Jensen were shot and killed on Lake Herman Road in Benicia, California, USA. These were the first murders by the infamous Zodiac Killer, who went on to slay a total of five known victims in northern California in the late 1960s.


“Zodiac” was the name used by the killer, who was never identified, in a series of letters and postcards sent to local newspapers from 1969 to 1974. He threatened more killings and bombing attacks if they were not printed. The final letter taunted the San Francisco Police Department with a claim he had killed 37 people, ending with the chilling message, “Me = 37, SFPD = 0”.




Cracking the code


Four of the Zodiac Killer’s messages to newspapers were written in complex cyphers or codes. Two have been cracked, the latest in 2020, revealing that the killer claimed to be collecting slaves for the afterlife.













Ted Bundy


Ted Bundy was a notorious American serial killer who committed a series of brutal murders across the United States in the 1970s. He often faked a physical disability to get the trust of his victims before luring them to a secluded location where he would restrain and rape them, before finally killing them.


Bundy confessed to killing 30 women and girls before his execution, although some experts postulate that he may have killed up to 100 people. He was known for his careful planning and his ability to eliminate any forensic evidence that might incriminate him, but he was eventually convicted and sentenced to death for multiple murders in 1979.




Hiding in plain sight


Bundy was a master at hiding his true nature. In 1971, he impressed Ann Rule, a former police officer, with his “kind, solicitous, and empathetic” character. She would later write his biography, describing him as a “sadistic sociopath who took pleasure from another human’s pain”.













Charles Manson


Charles Manson, a name now synonymous with evil and cult leadership, emerged as a malevolent figure in 1969 after a high-profile killing spree that included the murder of heavily pregnant Hollywood actress Sharon Tate.


Born in 1934, Manson had a troubled childhood, but he developed a personality that was charismatic and manipulative, both of which helped him recruit members to his Manson Family cult in the 1960s.


In the summer of 1969, members of the cult carried out a series of brutal attacks, killing seven people over the course of two nights. Although Manson did not carry out any of the attacks himself, he was convicted of conspiracy to commit murder. He spent the rest of his life in prison until his death in 2017.




The Manson Family


The Manson Family cult numbered almost one hundred members, many of whom were young middle-class women. Manson’s followers came to believe that he was the manifestation of Christ, prophesizing the collapse of society and race war.













The Black Dahlia case


Young, aspiring actress Elizabeth Short was brutally murdered in Los Angeles, USA, in 1947. Her naked body was found in a vacant lot, cut in half and drained of blood. A post-mortem established that she had died before this act of butchery, from a series of savage head wounds.


The case was a national sensation, and due to the precise cuts in the dissection of the body, the police suspected the murderer might have some medical knowledge; however, the investigation came to a standstill with the lack of a clear motive or suspect. While the police identified more than 150 suspects during their investigation, no arrests were ever made.




The name of the rose


Short was given her nickname, the Black Dahlia, after her death by the newspapers that covered the murder. It was common at that time for the papers to invent names for those involved in particularly macabre crimes, to help sensationalize the story and to sell more copies.













The Pockmarked Man


François Vérove was a French police officer who murdered at least three people and was linked to many more killings and rapes in the 1980s and 90s. He was nicknamed La Grêlé – the Pockmarked Man – after witnesses spotted an acne-scarred man near the scene of his first murder in 1986, that of 11-year-old Cécile Bloch in Paris.


The following year he murdered two adults. Gilles Politi and Irmgard Müller were found dead in an apartment in the city’s 4th arrondissement, having been burned with cigarettes before being killed.


The investigation of these murders and other potentially related crimes made little progress but was kept open. In 2021, 750 policemen who had served in the Île-de-France region during the late 1980s were asked to provide DNA to rule them out of the investigation. Vérove vanished after receiving the request and was found dead five days later in a rented apartment. His suicide note to his wife admitted to past crimes, and DNA analysis also matched his sample to several other cases.










Harold Shipman


Harold Shipman, a seemingly mild-mannered family doctor, was in fact one of the deadliest serial killers in British history. Born in 1946, Shipman worked as a doctor in Hyde, Greater Manchester, from 1977 to 1998. During this time, he preyed on the most vulnerable patients in his practice: the elderly. Shipman, nicknamed “Dr Death” by the press, gained his patients’ trust before injecting them with lethal doses of diamorphine, a powerful painkiller similar to heroin. He then forged death certificates, attributing their deaths to natural causes and falsified their medical records to back up this story.


Shipman was convicted of just 15 murders, but a public inquiry later estimated he had killed at least 248 people. He took his own life by hanging himself in prison in 2004.




Exposed by greed


The murders were discovered after a solicitor raised concerns about the sudden death of Kathleen Grundy, who had seemingly left £386,000 to Shipman in her will. However, the document was discovered to be a forgery and an autopsy of Grundy showed traces of diamorphine.













The Monster of the Andes


Pedro Lopez, a Colombian drifter born in 1948, terrorized South America for more than a decade. Lopez’s early life was marred by violence and abuse. Kicked out by his mother at eight for attempting to molest his sister, he spent the remainder of his childhood on the streets of Bogotá.


After being released from prison in 1978, having served nine years in jail for auto theft, Lopez embarked on a murderous journey through Colombia, Ecuador and Peru. He targeted young girls, aged nine to twelve, luring them away to remote locations with promises of money or food, before raping and strangling them.


His reign of terror ended in 1980 when he was apprehended in Ecuador, where flooding had revealed the graves of more than 50 of his victims. An undercover policeman posed as a prisoner and was placed in Lopez’s cell. Lopez boasted about killing more than 300 girls across all three countries. When confronted, he confessed and was tried and convicted of 110 murders in Ecuador.










H. H. Holmes


Although H. H. Holmes, real name Herman Webster Mudgett, was convicted of the murder of just one person, he is strongly suspected to have killed many more, with some newspapers of the time claiming his murder tally was as high as 200 people.


In 1887, Holmes built a small hotel in Chicago, USA. Newspapers later described it as labyrinthine, with hidden rooms and gas chambers leading to lime pits where he would dispose of the bodies. The hotel was nicknamed “The Murder Castle” by the media and public hysteria surrounded the case.


Holmes was eventually arrested for the murder of his acquaintance and occasional accomplice, Benjamin Pitezel. While a number of different human remains were found in the hotel after Holmes’ arrest, the evidence was deemed circumstantial and he was only convicted of Pitezel’s murder. Holmes had killed him to claim on a $10,000 life insurance policy, a crime for which he was eventually hanged.










Aileen Wuornos


Aileen Wuornos was a sex worker who murdered seven of her clients in Florida, USA, from 1989 to 1990. Her victims would pick her up from the side of the highway, only to be robbed and shot to death.


Wuornos was born in 1956 and had a troubled childhood, with six suicide attempts between the ages of 14 and 22. Her adult life was marked by a series of arrests for assault, leading to 14 months in prison for stealing two packs of cigarettes and $35 in cash during an armed robbery in 1981.


Wuornos’ killing spree lasted for 12 months. She was eventually caught after crashing her final victim’s car. At her trial, she claimed that each of her murder victims had attempted to rape her and that the killings had all been self-defence. She received six death sentences (the body of one of her victims was never found and no charges were brought) and was executed in 2002.










The Killer Clown


John Wayne Gacy, a seemingly upstanding businessman living in suburban Chicago, USA, harboured a dark secret. Between 1972 and 1978, Gacy lured at least 33 young men and teenagers to his home, promising them drinks or a place to stay. There he sexually assaulted, tortured and strangled them before disposing of their bodies.


His last victim was Robert Piest, a 15-year-old boy, who had gone to Gacy’s house to talk about an offer of work. When Piest failed to return home, Gacy was identified as the man he had gone to visit. A rotten smell led the police to the crawlspace under Gacy’s house, where he had buried 29 of his victims in quicklime. He was convicted of 33 murders and eventually executed in 1994.




The magic trick


Gacy performed as a clown at fundraising events, which led to his nickname “The Killer Clown”. He would fool his victims into donning a pair of handcuffs by first showing them how he could escape from the cuffs and then offering to teach them the method.













The Yorkshire Ripper


Fear gripped Northern England between 1975 and 1980 as Peter Sutcliffe roamed the red-light districts of West Yorkshire and Manchester. He killed at least 13 women, many of them sex workers, and used hammers, screwdrivers and knives in his brutal attacks.


The investigation was one of the largest manhunts in British history, but it was a lucky break that finally caught him, when a police officer discovered a cache of hidden weapons at the spot where Sutcliffe had been stopped for driving with false number plates. He was found guilty of multiple murders and sentenced to life in prison, where he died in 2020.




A damaging hoax


In 1979, a hoax audio tape from a man claiming to be the Yorkshire Ripper was sent to the police, sidetracking the investigation by up to 18 months. Over 25 years later, DNA evidence traced the tape to a man called John Humble, who was arrested and sentenced to eight years in prison.













Jeffrey Dahmer


Between 1978 and 1991, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, USA, was stalked by one of the most infamous serial killers in history. Luring young men back to his apartment with promises of money or sex, Dahmer would drug them, then strangle them to death.


In total, Dahmer killed 17 men, with his crimes becoming more extreme as the years went by. He engaged in necrophilia and dismembered the bodies, keeping body parts as trophies and sometimes eating his victims, a practice that gave rise to his “Milwaukee Cannibal” nickname.


Dahmer was captured in 1991 when a would-be victim escaped and flagged down police. He was sentenced to 15 life terms in prison and was killed by a fellow inmate in 1994.




Gruesome souvenirs


Dahmer was the archetypal trophy collector. A search of his apartment revealed a chilling array of severed heads, preserved skeletons and photographs documenting his crimes. And in the refrigerator, wrapped in plastic bags, were two human hearts waiting to be eaten.














? Test Your Knowledge


What was the Zodiac Killer’s claimed motive for murder?




	a.   Cleansing the Earth of immoral people



	b.   Collecting slaves for the afterlife



	c.   Retribution for malicious newspaper stories



	d.   Getting even with childhood bullies






What ploy did Ted Bundy often use to gain the trust of his victims?




	a.   He said he was conducting a national survey



	b.   He wore a vicar’s collar and carried a bible



	c.   He claimed to have just been robbed



	d.   He pretended to have a physical disability






How many people did Charles Manson himself kill?




	a.   0



	b.   1



	c.   5



	d.   9









How was the Black Dahlia killed?




	a.   She was strangled



	b.   She was hit around the head



	c.   She was cut in half



	d.   She was poisoned






Where did the Pockmarked Man kill his first victim?




	a.   Paris, France



	b.   Marseille, France



	c.   Milan, Italy



	d.   Barcelona, Spain






How did Harold Shipman kill his 248 victims?




	a.   He suffocated them with a pillow



	b.   He beat them to death



	c.   He strangled them



	d.   He gave them a lethal injection









Where was The Monster of the Andes finally apprehended?




	a.   Peru



	b.   Bolivia



	c.   Argentina



	d.   Ecuador






What nickname did the newspapers give to H. H. Holmes’ hotel?




	a.   The Killer Castle



	b.   The Murder Castle



	c.   The Murder Motel



	d.   The Macabre Motel






How many people did Aileen Wuornos murder?




	a.   3



	b.   7



	c.   15



	d.   35









Where did the Killer Clown dispose of most of his victims?




	a.   In his furnace



	b.   In the woods behind his house



	c.   In the crawlspace under his house



	d.   In the Des Plaines River






How many women did the Yorkshire Ripper kill?




	a.   13



	b.   17



	c.   22



	d.   34






What did police find in Jeffrey Dahmer’s fridge?




	a.   Two human skulls



	b.   Two human livers



	c.   Two human hands



	d.   Two human hearts
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