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INTRODUCTION






Evil. There are those who say it doesn't exist. There are only evil acts, not evil men.




  They should read this book. It will change their minds.




  Here you will find men whose commitment to doing wrong dominated their lives. Sometimes they did it with a gun, sometimes with a bomb, sometimes with a knife. There are also those who did it with a fountain pen. A great many of them did it with a smile – there is nothing which drives a man to the extremes of evil more surely than to take pleasure in it. Anyone can become a victim of a man who desires to hurt them, and no rational argument will stop them in their tracks.




  Some of the names will be familiar to you – Adolf Hitler, Jeffrey Dahmer, Jack the Ripper, Charles Manson, Saddam Hussein. These are men whose evil goes before them; they are names which can make us sick with fear at just the mention.




  But evil doesn't always proclaim itself to the world; sometimes it exists in the shadows. Sometimes it can be a man like Adolf Eichmann, a quiet nonentity who oversaw the deportation of Jews to the gas chamber and who was described as showing the "banality of evil". Sometimes it can exist in places most of us have never considered, like a small village in rural China, where Yang Xinhai took the lives of 67 people and raped 23 women. 




  Whether a dictator or tyrant, a serial killer, psychopath or drug dealer, what joins these men in their unholy congress is the fact that they made the lives of those around them a misery and the world a worse place. Sometimes you can't help but feel that the luckiest of their victims merely died – a quick death when confronted by these monsters being the better option than the pain and degradation they spread. But a grave is still a grave, and there are millions of them because of the men gathered here.




  The names of some of these men live on in infamy, while some are rarely remembered – but no problem, because when one evil man dies, there is always another to take his place. Like weeds in the garden of humanity, if you tear one out, another will grow in its place – and it will often be stronger than the one you removed. As the philosopher Pascal put it, "Evil is easy, and has infinite forms."




  So join us on a journey to the darkest recesses of the human heart, where cult leaders and mass murderers jostle with tyrants and serial killers, and where criminal masterminds and those who plan for world domination live alongside torturers and sadists. This is a world where troubled hearts and troubled minds drive men to places where no good man would go, and where the game of justice is stacked against those who desire the triumph of truth and decency. And if it can dwell in any heart, then it can dwell in every heart. 




  As a wise man once said, "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing." Which side are you on? 


















ANCIENT MALEVOLENCE













It is said that evil entered the world when Eve bit the apple in the Garden of Eden. Well, that is one possibility. But it seems that the human heart has known evil since the moment it started beating, and that evil has dwelt most successfully in the hearts of men.




  In this chapter we will meet some individuals who lived their lives not for the glory of mankind, but for its disgrace. From the Roman emperor Caligula, who even his friends described as cruel, sadistic and sexually perverted, to the Romanian ruler Vlad the Impaler, whose actions were so despicable that he would be the inspiration for Dracula, these are men whose treachery still revolts down through the centuries.




  But a man need not rule a country to spread evil in his wake – Tomás de Torquemada and Godfrey of Bouillon did it while carrying a Bible, Dhu Shanatir did it with tempting offers of food. One need only have a black spot in one's heart. In the case of some of these men, the whole heart seems to have been black. No light escapes from it, and no victim escapes from them.




  And no matter how far back in the past they are, don't forget, today will be the ancient past one day, and who knows which men will be spoken of with terror in the future, who will be our Caligulas and Draculas? What form will they take, and what new entries will they make in the book of evil?













CALIGULA






You don't need to read up on the lives of many Roman emperors to know that evil was not an abstract concept to many of them. From Elagabalus, whose sexual and religious perversions were so extreme that the historian Gibbon wrote, "Elagabalus had nothing at all to make up for his vices, which are of such a kind that it is too disgusting even to allude to them;" to Tiberius, who spent most of his reign brutally murdering his enemies and then, having run out of them, brutally murdering his friends. Being Roman emperor is no job for the faint- or pure-hearted.




  So to take the laurel as the most evil Roman emperor is no mean feat, and there are really only two men in the running: Nero and his uncle Caligula. If Caligula just shades it, it's because he got in first with many of the evil vices his nephew would later glory in.




  Gaius Caesar Augustus Germanicus, better known by his nickname Caligula, was born in 12 CE, the son of a general. His nickname means "little boot", in reference to the military clothes his father dressed him in. Adopted by Tiberius – who recognized the boy was as evil as himself and declared he was "nursing a viper in Rome's bosom" – Caligula was 24 when he ascended to the throne on the death of Tiberius in 37 CE. By the age of 28, he was dead, assassinated by the notoriously unsentimental Praetorian Guard, for whom Caligula's actions were too hard to stomach.




  Most of Caligula's reign was spent glorifying himself – using the money of the state to build vast palaces for himself and giant statues in his own honour. He declared himself a living God and ordered the population to worship him as ardently as they worshipped their other gods. In fact, more ardently, for by his reckoning he was the greatest of these deities.




  He expanded his powers until they became absolute – so much so that he was delighted to appoint his own horse as consul and leader of the Senate. According to his biographer Suetonius, Caligula's favourite phrase was, "Remember that I have the right to do anything to anybody."




  This included the personal humiliation of those around him – he would force senators to run in front of his chariot, with those who stumbled or fell being crushed beneath it. All women were to be available to him – he had the wives of allies brought to his bed and is rumoured to have slept with his own sisters. After sleeping with a man's wife, he would bring the husband before him and humiliate him with details of his wife's sexual performance.




  Such was Caligula's love of money that he would have piles of it strewn around his palace, just so he could roll around in it. He was known to take pearls from women's necks, dissolve them and drink them from goblets of wine, just because he could. He confiscated many of the estates of the wealthy, adding the money to his own coffers.




  Those who met Caligula always called him extremely ugly and goat-like – in fact, he made it an offence punishable by death to mention a goat in his presence. In fact, the list of capital offences grew and grew under his reign – no one could be sure what behaviour might next be punishable by death. Eventually these offences were not dictated by law, but by his own whims. No one was safe from the executioner's blade.




  And in the end, nor was Caligula. A group of senators and the Praetorian Guard, disgusted by the shame that Caligula had brought to the office of emperor and the shame he had brought to the entire Roman empire, decided it was time to end his reign by a method as bloody as he had used to end the lives of so many. Praetorian tribunes Cassius Chaerea and Cornelius Sabinus, as well as a number of centurions, accosted Caligula just outside one of his palaces as he gave a speech.




  He was stabbed over and over by the conspirators, as were his wife and daughter – the guards wanted to wipe the line of Caligula from Roman history (although his nephew Nero, also evil and who also gets an entry in this book, would also become emperor). Few, if any, mourned Caligula's death. As the historian Cassius Dio wrote a century later, Caligula "learned by actual experience that he was not a god".













GENGHIS KHAN






He wasn't born Genghis Khan – his original name, given to him in 1155, was Temüjin, which means "blacksmith". He was the son of a tribal Mongolian chieftain named Yesugei, and according to legend, his birth was auspicious because he came into the world holding a clot of blood in his hand. 




  But when Temüjin was nine, Yesugei was poisoned, and Temüjin's family was cast out by their tribe and fell into extreme poverty. It seemed the young boy was to live a life of poor obscurity, however auspicious his birth.




  And yet by the time Genghis Khan died, he was the ruler of the largest empire the world had ever seen, stretching 23 million kilometres, encompassing Japan and Eastern Europe in the east, the Indian subcontinent and Iran in the south, and spreading west across what we now call the Middle East, into the Carpathian Mountains, which run across southern Europe. The empire's population of 110 million meant one in four people on Earth was ruled by Khan.


  He was known for demanding and giving complete loyalty to his friends, and for his bloodthirsty dealings with his enemies. You don't get to conquer most of the world by being nice to people.




  Khan's evil streak revealed itself when he was 14. He had an older half-brother, Behter, to whom the meagre family rations and property went first. Temüjin killed him, thus securing his place as the head of the family. It was the first of many rises from his lowly station.




  Khan was known for his charisma and soon used this to secure the friendship of two local chieftains named Jamukha and Toghrul. When he fell out with Jamukha in 1187, they went to war. Temüjin lost and for the next nine years was a subject of the Jin dynasty. He used the time to plot his path to power. First, he defeated Toghrul, then he launched an attack on Jamukha. Defeating his army, Temüjin killed Jamukha in front of the vanquished soldiers with his own hands, reciting as he did what became his first law of engagement – "Never betray your Khan."




  His rapidly expanding army began to amass a series of victories that astonished the world and continue to astonish us now. Army after army fell to him, and he was ruthless in his methods. No leader was ever allowed to survive, so none could stab him in the back. He also made sure that any other members of the leader's clan were exterminated. 




  The enemy army was also routed – he was not one who took prisoners of war; only death awaited the defeated. He even went into conquered villages and eliminated any possible future heroes – it is said he would kill any man taller than the height of a cart axle.




  By 1206, he was the leader of the entire Eurasian Steppe, encompassing everywhere from Hungary to Ukraine and southern Russia, from Kazakhstan to South Asia. He adopted the name Genghis Khan. Khan means ruler, but there are debates around the meaning of Genghis. The most likely option is that it derives from the word for "ocean", and Genghis Khan truly was the ruler of the world up to and including the oceans around Europe and Asia.




  His ruthlessness was legendary – he was known never to leave a score unsettled. For instance, in 1219, when the Shah of the Khwarezmian Empire in Persia (now Iran) broke a trade treaty with the Mongols, Khan's response was swift and brutal. His army went in and killed everyone. Millions were left dead, and a 200-year-old empire simply disappeared.




  It was not the only such act – the population of China fell by tens of millions during his reign, and conservative estimates believe around 40 million people were killed by his armies. This means Genghis Khan killed around 11 per cent of the world's population, over one in ten people.




  His own death was anticlimactic – it is said that he died in 1229 from injuries sustained when he fell from his horse. No one knows where he was buried – his funeral procession was ordered to slaughter anyone they encountered along the trail; it is understood that those on the procession who knew the exact location were also killed to keep the knowledge secret.




  His death was not the end of the Mongol Empire, which would continue to expand under a series of his descendants, perhaps the most famous of whom was Kublai Khan (ruled 1271–1294). On Kublai's death, the empire descended into civil war, then gradually petered out. 




  But the Mongol Empire under Genghis Khan has never been exceeded in terms of sheer size, and its first ruler remains one of the most ruthless and pitiless men ever to walk the earth.













VLAD THE IMPALER






The clue is in the nickname. If you are known by your favourite method of killing your enemies, it is a fair bet you are pretty evil. And the man who was the Ruler of Wallachia (in Romania) between 1456 and 1462, and again between 1475 and 1477, was evil enough that he was the inspiration for one of the most terrifying characters of all time, Dracula.




  In fact, it was his father who was first given the name "Dracul", which means "Dragon" – "Dracul-a" means "Son of the Dragon".




  Vlad senior seems to have been a wise and tolerant leader – he fought wars, but there are few reports of atrocities beyond those that come with any war. Vlad junior was the second of four sons, and he and his younger brother Radu spent much of their early life held by the Turks of the Ottoman Empire under Mehmed II in return for their father's obedience.




  And there he might have stayed, except that in 1447, his father and older brother were killed by the Wallachian boyars (nobles). Leaving his other brother Radu behind, Vlad would spend the next eight years fighting to reclaim the throne – and his methods would go down in history as an example of pure evil.




  What is impaling? The victim is shackled, and then a metal or wooden pole is forced through their body vertically, through the rectum or vagina, emerging through the neck, shoulders or mouth. This was done as slowly as possible. Vlad preferred a rounded pole rather than a sharp one – that way no internal organs would be pierced, so the victim would remain alive the entire time.




  Ideally, the victim would then be raised vertically and placed on public display so that their death torment could be watched. It generally took hours for them to die, but some lasted several days, all of it spent in agony. This was the fate of any boyar Vlad could lay his hands on.




  But it was not just the nobles who Vlad killed, and he was happy to use other methods. As he boasted in a letter to an ally about one campaign against his former Ottoman captors, "I have killed peasants, men and women, old and young… We killed 23,884 Turks, without counting those whom we burned in homes or the Turks whose heads were cut by our soldiers."




  By 1456, he had reclaimed the throne, but there was no rest for his enemies. He continued his wholesale slaughter in order to consolidate his position and made sure any potential threats were neutralized. For instance, when he came into conflict with the Transylvanian Saxons in 1460, Vlad plundered the Saxon villages, taking the captured people back to Wallachia, where he had them impaled.




  By now his reputation was spreading throughout Europe. Legend had it that he liked to dine in the middle of a "forest" of defeated enemies, devouring his meal as they writhed on poles around him. It was even claimed that he dipped his bread in their blood before eating it.




  When the Ottoman army attempted to invade the Romanian villagers of Târgoviște, Vlad's forces repelled them and then impaled some 20,000 villagers and captured soldiers who were placed in a circle around the village. Mehmed II was so disgusted by the scale of Vlad's carnage and the thousands of decaying bodies being picked apart by crows that he retreated forever.




  Vlad's younger brother Radu had by now risen through the Ottomans' ranks and became one of Mehmed II's closest confidantes. Known as Radu the Handsome, he led armies against his older brother, and although Vlad won each encounter, more and more Wallachians, horrified by their leader's actions, joined the Ottoman army. Weakened, in 1462, Vlad sought help from Matthias Corvinus, King of Hungary. The last thing Corvinus wanted was to fight the Ottomans. Instead, he imprisoned Vlad, and Radu was installed on the throne.




  For the next 13 years, Vlad the Impaler was held captive in Visegrád in Hungary. On his release in 1475, he managed to reclaim the throne, but his reign was to be a short one; he was killed in battle in 1477.




  After his death, his legend continued to grow, both as a hero of the defence of Wallachia from the Ottomans and as a great villain whose bloodthirsty ways were almost unrivalled in human history. Throughout Europe, parents would scare their children with stories of Vlad the Impaler, who consumed the blood of his victims.




  No one quite knows how a then virtually unknown Irishman named Bram Stoker first heard about Vlad, but sometime in the 1890s, he began writing a novel about a Transylvanian nobleman, Count Dracula, who drank blood in order to survive. The book was an immediate hit, and it remains one of the most famous novels of all time, continuing to inspire sequels in both print and film. 




  Perhaps terrible Vlad has had his final revenge on Radu the Handsome, who no one has ever been inspired to write a novel about?













DHU SHANATIR






His name means "The Man with Earrings". His province, the Himyarite Kingdom – modern-day Yemen – which he ruled from 490 to 517 CE. His perversion – young boys.




  Little is known about him, although we do know he was not next in line for the throne when the previous king died. There was a huge battle for the kingship, and Dhu Shanatir was merciless in achieving his goal. Reports from the time have nothing good to say of him, describing him as "cruel and oppressive". The princes he defeated in the battle for the throne were tortured and killed. His subjects hated him, but they feared him too, and he was able to govern without any rebellion being organized. For 27 years he rode roughshod over the Himyarites.




  In truth, his kingdom was not large, being made up of many separate tribes, and his name may well have been lost to history in the same way as most of the Himyarite rulers, were it not for the particular strain of evil which infected him. It is down to this that his name continues to be spoken.




  Dhu Shanatir loved young boys, and he loved to kidnap them and use them for his sexual pleasure. We don't know the numbers involved, but we do know it ran to the hundreds. We also know that when he had taken his pleasure, he was not one to keep his victim. Instead, he would throw them from the highest window of his stone palace. The sound of a naked body hitting the ground would alert his guard that another boy was required.




  The only other fact that has come down to us from history is the way that Dhu Shanatir died. A young man called Zur'ah went to visit the king and had a dagger hidden in his shoe. He knew the king's tastes and dressed in a way to tempt the monarch. When the king pounced, Zur'ah stabbed him to death – legend has it that he did so from behind, in the position where the king had committed his most terrible crimes.




  So happy were the Himyarites that they declared Zur'ah king. He only reigned for eight years, most of which he spent persecuting Christians, until a Christian army was raised against him, and he killed himself by riding his horse into the Red Sea.




  Zur'ah's death marked the end of the Himyarite kingdom.














MARQUIS DE SADE







If a man can be convicted as evil for what goes on in his head as much as what he does in his life, then surely the Marquis de Sade deserves to be listed in any catalogue of infamy. The books he wrote, describing erotic tortures and murders, were so extreme as to see him imprisoned, and he has given his name to the pursuit of pleasure by causing pain – "sadism".




  Born into the nobility in Paris in 1740, his best-known pornographic works, The 120 Days of Sodom, Justine, Juliette and Philosophy in the Bedroom, include graphic descriptions of sex acts, rape, torture, murder and child abuse. They also include discussions of politics, philosophy and religion, and for some he is as much to be remembered for this as his depravities. 




  This depravity surfaced early, and as a child he was known for his violent rages. In the autumn of 1750, ten-year-old Sade was sent to the Jesuit college Louis-le-Grand in Paris, and some have speculated that the regular canings, which were part of the school's methods of punishment, may have given him a taste for the lash. He may have also been sodomized by older students, a not uncommon occurrence at the time.




  He joined the army. He married. He had three children. But all the while his sexual desires became more and more perverse. He would regularly pay prostitutes to come to his house, where he would subject them to violent sexual abuse. One, Jeanne Testard, told police that Sade had asked her whether she believed in God. When she said that she did, Sade said there was no God and shouted obscenities concerning Jesus and the Virgin Mary. Then he masturbated with a chalice and crucifix while shouting blasphemies and asked her to engage in sodomy, then illegal. He was sent to prison for blasphemy.




  Sade would spend the next few years in and out of jail. In 1768, he kidnapped 36-year-old Rose Keller, tied her to a bed, whipped her, cut her and dripped hot wax in the wounds. He locked her in an upstairs room, but she managed to escape and alert the authorities. Jailed again and released again, he committed his next punishable offence in 1772, when he and his manservant Latour took part in an orgy with four prostitutes, which entailed flagellation and sodomy. Sade also fed the prostitutes food containing the aphrodisiac Spanish Fly in such large doses they almost died.




  This time he was sentenced to death for sodomy and poisoning, but he had already gone into hiding in Italy. When the prostitutes withdrew their complaints, his sentence was commuted to imprisonment, and he gave himself up. He spent the next year in prison in Sardinia, before escaping and returning to France.




  But Sade's lusts were unsated. In 1774, he engaged in a series of sadomasochistic orgies with servants newly employed at his property, most of whom were around 15 years old. Fleeing again to Italy, he spent a year in hiding – his first book was a travel guide to Italy! – then returned to France for more debauchery and more arrests. On 26 August 1778, he was arrested again and placed in a fortress in Vincennes in eastern Paris for what was supposed to be a long stretch.




  In prison, he began writing in earnest – as well as the travel book, he produced The 120 Days of Sodom, in which his sexual peccadilloes appeared in fictional form. It is the story of four wealthy libertine Frenchmen who spend four months seeking the ultimate sexual gratification through orgies with 12 accomplices, 20 designated victims and ten servants. All the victims, locked in a castle with their tormentors, undergo brutal sexual abuse and torture, including coprophilia, necrophilia, bestiality, incest, rape and child sexual abuse. No book more shocking has ever been released – even 200 years later, Pier Paolo Pasolini's movie Salo, based on the book, was banned in most countries.




  Released in 1790 by the new government after the French Revolution, the 55-year-old Sade concentrated on his work as a writer and became involved in politics. Divorcing his wife, he began a relationship with Marie-Constance Quesnet, a 33-year-old actress, and the two would stay together until his death.




  But his freedom only lasted just over a decade. Arrested again in 1801 during a crackdown on public morality, he was imprisoned without trial, as the government thought a trial would just increase his notoriety. In prison, he returned to some of his former ways, attempting to seduce fellow inmates, and he was soon transferred to an asylum. Marie-Constance, pretending to be his illegitimate daughter, was allowed to live with him there.




  Sade continued to write, including a ten-volume novel, and put on plays at a theatre built in the asylum. But his health was deteriorating, and in 1814, he died of gangrene at the grand age of 74.




  The crimes he wrote of were greater than the crimes he committed, but there seems little doubt he would have carried out his fictional crimes in real life if there were no consequences. For some, he is the great libertine, imagining a world where all could be free to pursue those desires. But it seems a world few of us would want to live in.













JUDAS






How wicked do you have to be for your name to be a byword for evil? Many of the men in this book have carried out atrocious acts, killed and maimed countless victims, dragged huge numbers of people into battle and followed sadistic impulses, unconstrained by nature or society. But one man carries the taint of evil for one particular act – a kiss.




  We know little about Judas Iscariot. His forename was a common one in the first century CE – in fact, we are only told his second name to distinguish him from Judas Thaddeus. Both were apostles, those 12 men chosen by Jesus to be his closest followers. 




  According to the Gospel of John, Judas Iscariot was the treasurer of the group, and virtually the only reference to him apart from his final act of betrayal is that he grew angry when an expensive jar of oil used to anoint Jesus was broken. Other than that, we know nothing – until the night of the Last Supper.




  As we are very familiar with from the famous painting by Leonardo da Vinci, Jesus and the 12 apostles gathered for supper on the night before Passover. There Jesus broke bread, which he said was his body, and offered around wine, which he said was his blood. These acts would become the institution of the Mass in Christian ritual.




  Jesus also made a prediction that shocked the apostles – one of those seated there would betray him before the night was out. After the supper, Jesus took the apostles to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. Judas slipped away and came back with the soldiers of the High Priest Caiaphas. 




  Confronted with Jesus and the 11 others, the soldiers needed to know which was the one who had proclaimed himself the Messiah. Judas identified Jesus by kissing him on the cheek. Jesus was arrested, turned over to the local governor Pontius Pilate, and, as we know, put to death.




  According to the Gospel of Matthew, Judas exchanged the life of Jesus for "30 pieces of silver" – an act of avarice in stark contrast to the self-sacrifice of Jesus. To this day the phrase "30 pieces of silver" remains an insult, while a Judas Kiss remains the ultimate form of betrayal. 




  Given that Judas believed Jesus was either the Son of God, or at least a prophet and saviour, this was an act of terrible horror. It was not just one man who Judas betrayed, but in one sense, the whole world. It doesn't get much more evil than that.




  There are differing versions of what happened to Judas next. According to the Gospel of Matthew, Judas was overcome with remorse and attempted to return the money, but the priests refused to take it. He threw it back at them and then went and hung himself. The priests used the money to buy a field now called Akeldama, the Field of Blood, which is still part of Jerusalem.




  In another story, from the fourth century CE, Judas went home to his wife, who was cooking a chicken, and told her he was going to kill himself. She said that Jesus was as likely to rise from the dead as the chicken – and the chicken promptly came back to life. Judas hung himself immediately.




  There are those, however, who dispute the idea that Judas was evil – a Gospel of Judas, composed in 200 CE and rediscovered in the 1970s, says that Jesus told Judas to betray him, in order to carry out God's plan for Jesus to save all souls by being crucified, and then return three days later. This would in fact make Judas the closest confidante of Jesus and would be an act of sacrifice beyond all measure – to allow his own name to go down in infamy to carry out the Lord's plan. 




  But few agree with this idea, and if we want the most common judgement on Judas, we need look no further than that great poem by Dante, the fourteenth-century epic, The Inferno. Moving slowly down the "seven circles of hell", the poet finally reaches the last circle, named Judecca – after Judas himself – and there, frozen in ice, placed head-first inside three-headed Lucifer's central mouth, with his back skinned by the devil's claw, is the man Dante calls the greatest sinner of all time – Judas Iscariot. 













QIN SHI HUANG






He is best known outside of China for the terracotta army guarding his mausoleum, which was discovered by accident in 1974. These 2,000 figures, each unique, stand guard at his burial place and are joined by terracotta acrobats, musicians and water birds. It is believed there are over 6,000 stone statues still to be unearthed – a huge militia but fitting for the man who was the first of 559 emperors of China, Qin Shi Huang.




  But if his new fame rests on this astonishing archaeological find, it was as a tyrant that he was famous in earlier times. The sort of influence that he wielded is not done so gently. China remains one of the largest countries in the world, and it was Qin Shi Huang who bound it together by force of will and a willingness to ignore his conscience.




  He was born as Ying Zheng in 259 BCE, at a time known in China as the Warring States period, which had begun in 475 BCE and would continue until his final victory. Seven states vied for dominance in China, and his father was king of one of them, the Qin. On his father's death, 13-year-old Ying Zheng assumed the throne of Qin. 




  He was to prove a brilliant and ruthless ruler, and his ruthlessness was on display soon after he took the crown. Unbeknown to him, the man acting as his regent, Lü Buwei, was having an affair with his mother. Fearful he would be found out, Lü Buwei raised an army of hundreds and organized a coup against the boy king.




  Ying Zheng's reaction was swift and pitiless. He routed the army, killing all of them. The army's leader fled the battlefield, and the king placed a ransom on him: 1 million copper coins if the leader was taken alive or half a million if dead. He was taken alive. The boy king watched as the leader was torn apart by five horses, and then commanded that his entire family be killed, to the third degree of relation. He locked up his own mother, and Lü Buwei killed himself. Ying Zheng understood that mercy is a form of weakness.




  Over the next 25 years, Ying Zheng pursued a policy of carnage. Men, women and children were put to the sword, villages razed, alliances made then broken, opposition armies remorselessly destroyed. Gradually he began to unify China.




  Twice he survived assassination attempts. The first time, a dagger was drawn on him by a man pretending to be a diplomat. It was the king himself who drew his sword and killed the attacker, as none of his bodyguards were allowed to carry swords in case they themselves tried to kill the king.




  The second time, a famous lute player, Gao Jianli, was summoned to play for the king. He was recognized before the concert as a friend of the first assassin. But Ying Zheng still wished to hear the music, so he hit on a simple solution – he had the musician's eyes put out. He then kept Gao Jianli on as a court musician. The blind man performed for Ying Zheng regularly, until he attempted to strike the king with a lute weighed down with lead. Then he was executed in front of the court.




  By 221 BCE, Ying Zheng had defeated all six other warring states, and all of China was his. He had himself crowned as emperor and took the name Qin Shi Huang, meaning first emperor.




  He set about reforming China in his own image, bringing in many of the laws that would exist until the twentieth century. His system of government would endure until 1911. He also began the construction of one of the most astonishing architectural feats of humankind, the Great Wall of China, to defend the northern frontier of his new empire.




  Having seen and caused so much death, Qin Shi Huang became obsessed with his own. He studied alchemy and tried hard to find the elixir of life. He sought magicians who claimed to know how to forestall death and was known to bury them alive to test their claims. He attempted to burn all the books in the empire that were not alchemical or dealt with medicine. 




  His search for immortality was unsuccessful. In July or August 210 BCE, he died. But what no one knew until 29 March 1974, when a farmer found fragments of pottery while digging a well, was that he had been buried with a retinue fit for an emperor. It has been estimated it would have needed a team of 700,000 forced labour conscripts to construct the mausoleum, many of whom no doubt died – the final victims of one of the most ruthless men who ever lived.













TORQUEMADA






They were given a simple but ill-defined task – to "uphold Catholic religious orthodoxy" in what had just become the Kingdom of Spain. With Castile and Aragon being joined together, a diverse population had been created, which included Jews and Muslims. This was seen as a threat to the new Catholic monarchs of Spain, Queen Isabella I of Castile and King Ferdinand II of Aragon. Their marriage in 1469 had brought the kingdom together. And now the pair wanted to purge it.




  But who would take charge of cleansing Spain of heretics? Queen Isabella had an answer. As a young girl she had met a prior at the monastery of Segovia who had become her regular confessor and personal advisor – it was he who had suggested her marriage to Ferdinand. His name was Tomás de Torquemada, and over the course of 15 years he would perform acts of such barbarism that his name has become synonymous with cruelty, religious intolerance and fanaticism.




  From an early age, Torquemada had been a zealous Catholic, fighting against perceived threats to the church. Born in 1420, at an early age he entered the local monastery, San Pablo Dominican, before being promoted to prior, which was where he met Princess Isabella. Staying close to the princess, and later to her husband the king, he was perfectly positioned in 1478, when the pope decreed a crackdown on religious heresy, to lead what was officially known as the Holy Office for the Propagation of the Faith, but which was soon known by a name which still induces terror – The Spanish Inquisition.



OEBPS/nav.xhtml


    

      Table of Contents



      

        		

          COVER

        



        		

          TITLE PAGE 

        



        		

          DISCLAIMER 

        



        		

          CONTENTS 

        



        		

          INTRODUCTION 

        



        		

          ANCIENT MALEVOLENCE 

          

            		

              CALIGULA 

            



            		

              GENGHIS KHAN 

            



            		

              VLAD THE IMPALER 

            



            		

              DHU SHANATIR 

            



            		

              MARQUIS DE SADE 

            



            		

              JUDAS 

            



            		

              QIN SHI HUANG 

            



            		

              TORQUEMADA 

            



            		

              ANDRONIKOS I KOMNENOS 

            



            		

              KING JOHN 

            



            		

              IVAN THE TERRIBLE 

            



            		

              ATTILA THE HUN 

            



            		

              KING HEROD 

            



            		

              GILLES DE RAIS 

            



            		

              NERO 

            



          



        



        		

          TYRANTS AND DICTATORS 

          

            		

              ADOLF HITLER 

            



            		

              JOSEPH STALIN 

            



            		

              SADDAM HUSSEIN 

            



            		

              KIM JONG IL 

            



            		

              MENGISTU HAILE MARIAM 

            



            		

              IDI AMIN 

            



            		

              MAO ZEDONG 

            



            		

              KING LEOPOLD II 

            



            		

              POL POT 

            



            		

              MUAMMAR GADDAFI 

            



            		

              YAHYA KHAN 

            



            		

              PAPA DOC 

            



          



        



        		

          SERIAL KILLERS AND PSYCHOPATHS 

          

            		

              TED BUNDY 

            



            		

              JEFFREY DAHMER 

            



            		

              JACK THE RIPPER 

            



            		

              JOSEF MENGELE 

            



            		

              TIMOTHY MCVEIGH AND TERRY NICHOLS 

            



            		

              ALBERT FISH 

            



            		

              IVAN MILAT 

            



            		

              DAVID BERKOWITZ 

            



            		

              ADOLF EICHMANN 

            



            		

              JOHN WAYNE GACY 

            



            		

              DENNIS NILSEN 

            



            		

              GARY RIDGWAY 

            



            		

              SHIRŌ ISHII 

            



            		

              DAVID PARKER RAY 

            



            		

              CHRISTMAN GENIPPERTEINGA 

            



            		

              MARTIN BRYANT 

            



            		

              JOSEPH EDWARD DUNCAN 

            



            		

              YANG XINHAI 

            



            		

              CHARLES WHITMAN 

            



            		

              H H HOLMES 

            



          



        



        		

          CULT LEADERS AND MANIPULATORS 

          

            		

              CHARLES MANSON 

            



            		

              JIM JONES 

            



            		

              SHOKO ASAHARA 

            



            		

              THOMAS SILVERSTEIN 

            



            		

              JOSEPH KIBWETEERE 

            



            		

              WARREN JEFFS 

            



            		

              JOSEPH DI MAMBRO 

            



            		

              DANIEL PEREZ 

            



            		

              STEVEN TARI 

            



            		

              DAVID KORESH 

            



            		

              ADOLFO CONSTANZO 

            



            		

              JEFFREY LUNDGREN 

            



            		

              ROCH THÉRIAULT 

            



            		

              FAIZRAKHMAN SATAROV 

            



            		

              MARSHALL APPLEWHITE 

            



          



        



        		

          CRIMINAL MASTERMINDS 

          

            		

              OSAMA BIN LADEN 

            



            		

              PABLO ESCOBAR 

            



            		

              LUCKY LUCIANO 

            



            		

              BERNIE MADOFF 

            



            		

              ALEXANDER SOLONIK 

            



            		

              LIU ZHAOHUA 

            



            		

              AL CAPONE 

            



            		

              JOAQUÍN "EL CHAPO" GUZMÁN 

            



            		

              GIUSEPPE GRECO 

            



            		

              THE KRAY TWINS 

            



            		

              ADAM WORTH 

            



            		

              KLAAS BRUINSMA 

            



          



        



        		

          FINAL WORD 

        



      



    

    

      Guide



      

        		

          Cover

        



        		

          Table Of Contents

        



      



    

  

OEBPS/images/cover.jpg
THE WORLD’S MOST

JAMIE KING





OEBPS/images/img02.jpg
uuuuuuuuuuu





OEBPS/images/img01.jpg
THE WORLD’S MOST

EVIL MEN

Terrifying True Stories of the Most
Notorious Men Throughout History

JAMIE KING





