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SHARON BISHOP


Sharon Bishop leans hard against her locker in the robing room, so tired she could sleep standing up. She’s scared to blink in case her eyes stay closed. If her eyes are shut for too long, there’s the image of Jonah’s face, those baby brown eyes of his bruised and bloodshot. Plus, there’s the very real chance she’ll lose consciousness. Driving from Broadchurch to Jonah’s prison in London and back in one evening has exhausted her. She can barely remember the last hour of the journey. She’d do it again tonight if it made any difference. But she knows she’s more use to him here.


She takes off her wig for the day and feels her hair puff in relief. After hanging up her gown until the morning, she checks her phone for a callback from the prison. She stares at the screen, a picture of Jonah at six. Apart from that, it is blank. Sharon’s neck and shoulders, tense from the drive, tense from the trial, stiffen a little more. It’s like someone’s got a spanner and they’re tightening her up, one vertebra at a time. Jonah is still on the hospital wing, and until Sharon can uncover who beat him up and why, and how they’re going to be disciplined, she wants him to stay there. It matters to her that Jonah sleeps somewhere safe tonight. If he can sleep easy, so can she. And it’s been so long since she slept easy. All day she’s been sneaking calls to the Governor’s office, leaving messages with his various assistants. She’ll go straight to the top with this one. Last night she pleaded with the screws face to face but in the visiting room she was just another angry mum. Over the telephone, she’s Sharon Bishop, Queen’s Counsel. When her name is dropped, and her rank, they make a crashing sound. So why aren’t they calling her back? She’s close to crushing the phone in her fist when it rings. The number on the screen ought to lift her heart but all she can think is, Not now.
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