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When Charm became queen of Karisma, the wise and beautiful Silversmith made her a precious gift. It was a bracelet. On it were fastened thirteen silver amulets, which the Silversmith called ‘charms’, in honour of the new queen.

It was part of Karisma law. Whenever there was a new ruler the Silversmith made a special gift, to help them care for the world they had inherited. And this time it was a bracelet. She told Queen Charm it was magical because the charms held the power to control the forces of nature and keep everything in balance. She must take the greatest care of them. As long as she, and she alone, had possession of the charms all would be well.

And so it was, until the bracelet was stolen by a spider, and fell into the hands of Zorgan, the magician.
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The Silversmith rolls the ancient parchment with care, winds a silver ribbon around it and ties it with a bow.
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“A fascinating story,” she muses, “and so vividly described by Silvesta.* To think, if it hadn’t been for Sesame and her friends this important part of our history may never have been discovered!”

Placing the scroll in a drawer, the Silversmith locks it away. She feels honoured Queen Charm has entrusted her with the historic document.

“Silvesta’s story explains everything about the origins of the Silver Pool,” she remembers Charm saying. “Since you have charge of the magical silver it’s only right you should look after it.”

Since then – since Charm’s birthday about a mede* ago – she has read the story often, each time gaining more of an insight as to why the Silver Pool is so special. It’s unique to Karisma and, of course, the charms she’s created from this precious source are special too. Even she doesn’t fully understand their power. Somehow their positive energy keeps everything in balance; together they keep nature under control – a force for good, protecting the fragile world in their care. As these thoughts race through her head, words from a familiar song dance off her lips:
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Thirteen charms on a silver band,

United hold our world in hand …

One and all, beware the day

Charms and bracelet break away.

Together they must always stay!
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The Silversmith clearly remembers Charm’s coronation, when she presented the new queen with her bracelet. Charm knew she held the charms in trust, for the benefit of her people. Trust. Such a small word, thinks the Silversmith, but those who are trusted carry big responsibilities! She recalls how Zorgan, the wicked magician, very nearly destroyed Charm’s trust in Sesame. She shakes her head at the thought of it and her long, silvery hair falls loosely around her shoulders.

[image: Image]

“Thank the stars he didn’t succeed!” she exclaims. “Thank goodness Charm knows that one day Sesame will return the lost charms, when she has found them all. Until then, they are safe with her in the Outworld.”*

But how safe is her Seeker? Zorgan is in league with the queen’s sister, Morbrecia, and his plan to snatch Sesame’s locket and put her under a spell, to bring him the charms is unthinkable! If only she could find a way to warn Sesame …

The Silversmith glances at the thirteen magic candles; five still burn – glowing beacons of hope for their missing charms – and she hopes Sesame will return soon. So far the Charmseekers have outwitted Zorgan and Morbrecia, and Sesame has eight silver charms in her safekeeping.
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Turning to the window, the Silversmith is amazed to see a shooting star streaking across the pale morning sky and, trailing in its wake, a cascade of sparkling lights.

She sighs. It is a good sign …
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“How much more can you fit in there?” exclaimed Nic Brown. “It’s only a small tent.” Sesame squeezed past her dad through the kitchen door, followed by her best friend, Maddy Webb. Each carried armfuls of rugs, sleeping bags, pillows, books, MP3s and teddies.



“Don’t worry, Dad,” said Sesame, skilfully balancing Alfie on top of her pile. “We’ll manage.”

“Mm,” came Maddy’s muffled voice from behind a pillow. “You need loads of stuff for camping, Mr Brown.”
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