








































About 800 years ago, in what is now Mali in West Africa, a 








small group of people had to start a long, dangerous journey. 








Their leader was a ten-year-old prince, called Sunjata. 








Sunjata should have been king of their small land – but 








Sunjata’s half-brother had become king, and he was jealous 








of any rival who might take his throne. He said he would kill 








Sunjata and his friends if they did not leave. 
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Some of Sunjata’s friends were nervous. Who knew whether 








they’d ever come home again? There were sad farewells, too. 








Sunjata’s beloved big sister, Nana Triban, wanted to leave the 








kingdom with Sunjata, but the king would not allow it. 
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For many years, Sunjata and his friends moved from one 



















