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The history of Africa is rich and varied, and far too much to be covered in one book.  


This book is just an introduction, designed to be accessible for young readers and 


using a select group of simplified examples. A History of Africa is not intended to end 



a reader’s research of Africa, but to begin it. To understand Africa is to explore the 


connections this continent has with the world. African history is an essential part of 


world history and we should all know about and understand it. This book will start 


readers on their journey.


Dr. O.Nubia 
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african


history


The huge continent of Africa has a very 


important place in world history. It is the  


place where the first humans evolved,  


millions of years ago. 


Today, Africa is home to more than a billion 


people. It covers over 20 per cent of 


the Earth’s surface, stretching over 


8,000 km from north to south. Its 


landscape ranges from desert 


to dense rainforest and white 


beaches. Its history is long, rich 


and complex, taking in migrations, 


foreign invasions and hard-fought 


independence.


Africa is Earth’s second largest 


continent – only Asia is bigger.


naming africa


There are different theories as 


to how Africa got its name.   


It may have been named after 


the Roman name for an African 


tribe, the ‘Afri’, for the Greek 


word ‘a-phrike’, meaning 


‘without cold’, or for the Latin 


word for sunny, ‘aprica’. 


Savannah, or grassland, spreads 


across half of Africa’s landscape.
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