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INTRODUCTION


Rapper. Actor. Wrestler. Fashion icon. All-round good guy. It’s official: the biggest Latin rap artist in the world is… Bad Bunny! Since surfing stylishly out across the Atlantic from Puerto Rico in 2016, Benito Antonio Martínez Ocasio—as his mother calls him—has redefined Latin music on a global scale, credited with pushing Spanish-language rap into the mainstream. His 2022 smash Un Verano Sin Ti ruled the US Billboard charts for 13 weeks—the first all-Spanish album ever to be so, well, BIG. The most-streamed artist on Spotify for four years straight, with an unbelievable 110 billion streams—READ THAT AGAIN!—and three Grammy trophies (so far), BB’s winning streak of staggering statistics speaks for itself. And he’s only just turned 30.


Unapologetically authentic, genre-bending and proudly Puerto Rican, Bad Bunny has become more than just a musical superstar—he’s the single most important cultural icon in the world right now, for everyone from straight machismos to the Latin queer community. He’s got it all—and all eyes are on him. Thankfully, he’s got the looks and style to match: he’s the only man ever to appear solo on the cover of Playboy, after all.


This tiny tome is a big and bold celebration of Bad Bunny’s ten-year tenure at the top of the pops, filled with his greatest hits of wisdom and wit, from his breakthrough beginnings in 2016 right up to his world-shaking, record-making Super Bowl Halftime Show in 2026—the most-watched event on the planet. So yeah, the future doesn’t just belong to Bad Bunny—he is the future. And what he does next is anyone’s guess.


It’s Bad Bunny, baby! Enjoy!











Chapter One


Vega Baja Baby


Before the world knew his name, Benito Antonio Martínez Ocasio was just a kid from Vega Baja, Puerto Rico.


Between grocery store shifts and late-night SoundCloud uploads, he was quietly building an empire from his bedroom—beat by beat.


Let’s bounce back to where it all began…








[image: Open quotation]


I’m Benito Antonio Martínez Ocasio, I’m Puerto Rican, and I always make my dreams come true.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on his identity, interview with Jen Ortiz, The Cut, September 29, 2025





[image: Open quotation]


Bad Bunny, that name comes from a picture when I was six years old. And when I saw it, I thought I should name myself ‘Bad Bunny’. It’s a name I knew would market well.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, parade.com, September 2024


When he was six, Bad Bunny dressed up as a bunny for an Easter event at school, but looked so grumpy in the photo his mom took of him that his friends jokingly called him a ‘bad bunny’. The nickname stuck and when choosing his stage name years later, he felt Bad Bunny had the unexpected and contradictory quality that reflected his artistic style.





[image: Open quotation]


I always tell the story of when I was in school: if I was feeling lazy and I didn’t want to get up, they’d threaten me with not being allowed to listen to Tego Calderón. Man, I’d get up so fast and get dressed. I’d be ready. ‘You’re not going to listen to Tego’s song!’ And I’d say, ‘Okay, Mami, fine. I’m ready!’


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on how powerfully he needs music in his life—particularly that of legendary Puerto Rican hip-hop MC and reggaetonero Tego Calderón, interview with Carina Chocano, GQ, May 24, 2022





[image: Open quotation]


My grandpa, the storyteller. He’s the funniest. he’s also named Benito. He’s always making jokes. And also my whole family, from his side—they’re always making jokes and making fun of each other… That’s the environment that I grew up in. My mom is a very happy woman. Her brother, my uncle, was always making jokes and making us laugh. My auntie too. I think I have a lot of comedy from both sides of my family. But my grandpa is the boss. I [grew up in] a huge comedy school.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on his grandpa, the source of his distinct (and dark) sense of humor, interview with Suzy Exposito, i-D.com, September 10, 2025
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I didn’t care about breaking records or being No. 1. I wanted to make music for Puerto Rico.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on the motivation behind his earliest songwriting, interview with Leila Cobo, Billboard, October 1, 2025
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I started to cry, and she thought it was because I was so excited. It was because I didn’t want to go. I said, ‘I don’t want to leave. I’m never going to leave Puerto Rico.’


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, recalling a memory of when he was 12 and his mom surprised him with a trip to New York city—but he didn’t want to leave, interview with Solcyré Burga & Andrew R. Chow, Time, January 5, 2025
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Tego Calderón... Vico C... Daddy Yankee, Wisin & Yandel, Héctor El Father, René [Joglar]... Calle 13... Arcángel... Those were my guys.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on his earliest songwriting influences, interview with Benicio Del Toro, Interview, February 13, 2024





[image: Open quotation]


I’m a big salsa fan. When I was a child, my older cousins would put on reggaeton or other genres and I’d tell them, ‘No! I’m a salsero!’ and I’d throw down some moves. I wasn’t good at dancing to salsa, but I’d try. So as an adult, ironically, what I listen to the most on a daily basis is salsa.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on his love of salsa—and being a salsero!, interview with Benicio Del Toro, Interview, February 13, 2024





[image: Open quotation]


I always tell people that to understand the culture of Puerto Rico, you have to come here and experience it. Not many people know Puerto Rico is at a cultural peak right now, with lots of kids making art.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on Puerto Rico having a renaissance in world culture, interview with Patricia Tortolani, Allure, November 5, 2021





[image: Open quotation]


I’d like to see Puerto Rico be more aware of what we’re capable of. Most of the island’s new generation is more conscientious. My dream is to see Puerto Rico develop within our own community, not with foreigners... but that us natives work together to shape the island’s future.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on his dreams for Puerto Rico—as it gains global interest (in part thanks to him!), interview with Benicio Del Toro, Interview, February 13, 2024





[image: Open quotation]


I never saw my mom late for work. I saw her always on time. And I learned that. If there was a man who needed something fixed, my dad would go and fix it. My dad was the kind of guy who, if I had three pairs of tennis shoes and there was a little boy in the neighborhood who was missing them, he would give them to him. At that time I didn’t understand and now when I grew up, wow.


[image: Close quotation]


Bad Bunny, on growing up in a hard-working and kind household, interview with Benjamín Torres Gotay, El Nuevo Día, September 22, 2025
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