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INTRODUCTION


Not many people are lucky enough to meet the Queen, so I count myself as very, very lucky.


Five years ago, Labour Prime Minister Tony Blair unexpectedly (because I hadn’t been kind to him in several of my cartoons) decided to put my name forward for an MBE for services to the newspaper industry.


So I travelled, rather nervously, with my wife, Liz, and grown-up children, Karen and Andy, to Buckingham Palace and joined a very long line of people eagerly queuing up to meet Her Majesty and be presented with their gongs.


When it was my turn I was rewarded not only with my MBE medal but also a beautiful smile and a warm handshake. She is a remarkable woman, standing as she did for two or three hours and greeting everyone with the same friendliness that I received.


During the few words that we exchanged, she revealed that she and her husband, Prince Philip, enjoy looking at newspaper cartoons and that she particularly liked it when I drew the royal corgis. Since that day the corgis have always appeared in my cartoons featuring her.


Here is a selection of my royal cartoons going back throughout my time at the Daily Mail. I hope you’ll enjoy them.
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Following the attempted kidnapping of Princess Anne in The Mall in March 1974, extra security was introduced for the Royal Family. Meanwhile, Labour Chancellor Denis Healey introduced a new wealth tax to ‘Soak the Rich’.
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‘Do you think this really IS extra security? Or is it Denis Healey making sure we don’t escape before Tuesday?’ 25 March 1974





At a State Opening of Parliament during Harold Wilson’s premiership, the media were full of stories about the Labour PM’s business affairs. Was this a smear campaign? Mysteriously his income-tax papers disappeared . . .
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‘. . . and my total earnings for 1973–4 were . . . oh dear, I seem to have someone’s tax forms mixed up with my speech.’ 27 October 1974





In a notorious lapse of royal security, a 33-year-old man broke into Buckingham Palace and entered the Queen’s bedroom before being arrested. It later emerged that the intruder had tripped an alarm but the police had turned it off, thinking it was faulty.
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‘Dorothy, it’s the lady down the road. She’s going out for a while – can we keep an eye on the house?’ 14 July 1982





The pound fell to its lowest rate ever against the dollar in February 1985.
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‘Do something! – You’re supposed to know all about gravity!’ 14 January 1985





On the third day of her official tour of New Zealand, the Queen was hit by an egg thrown by a female demonstrator in Auckland who was protesting against a treaty signed by the British and New Zealand’s native Maoris 146 years earlier.
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‘Thank you, Perkins, that will be all – I think we’re ready for them tomorrow.’ 25 February 1986





Royal couturier Sir Hardy Amies revealed that Her Majesty has a keen eye for a bargain.
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‘Oh dear, I hope she’s not going to keep moaning about the prices again.’ 22 May 1990





A survey of the world’s richest women showed that the Queen still led the field with assets of £6.6 billion and an estimated daily income of £1.8 million, reopening the media debate regarding her exemption from taxation.
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