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INTRODUCTION


Ferrari. Few names are able to conjure up images of speed, precision and luxury with such immediacy. As well as being one of the world’s strongest and most recognizable brands, synonymous with wealth, style and exclusivity, Ferrari is also one of the most successful in sports car manufacturing history.


But it took hard work and a grand vision to reach the top, and with founder Enzo Ferrari in the driving seat, the company he founded in 1939 was always destined for the fast lane. Although it only took a year to produce the first car, it was another five for the business to become “Ferrari”. From there it steadily built its reputation for quality and speed, and before long its cars were the go-to playthings of the rich and famous.


Ferrari didn’t just build its reputation on supercars, however. Ferrari has participated in every Formula 1 season since its conception in 1950. With the most Constructors’ and Drivers’ Championships among all the teams, the Prancing Horse has time and again proven itself to be an absolute powerhouse.


With unmatched luxury cars and motorsport heritage, it’s no wonder that Ferraris are the dream sports cars of billions around the globe. Explore the history of this high-octane phenomenon and learn about the legendary brand that is Ferrari.











Chapter One


Under Construction


First, we delve into the origins, inspirations and driving force behind Enzo Ferrari’s vision: to create a company that would be the envy of the motor industry…








Ferrari’s story begins on 18 February 1898 in the Italian city of Modena, with the birth of Alfredo Ferrari and Adalgisa Bisbini’s second son, Enzo.


The family lived next to the mechanical workshop owned by Alfredo, who worked on nearby railway projects.





The young Enzo was a lot like his father – a hands-on worker who enjoyed being in the family workshop.


There were three things he dreamed of being: an operetta tenor, a sports journalist… or a racing driver.


When he witnessed Felice Nazzaro win the Circuito de Bologna Grand Prix in 1908, his mind was made up.





[image: Open quotation]


Dreams are what make us feel alive. Our destiny is largely in our own hands, provided we have a clear idea of what we want and are determined to get it.


[image: Close quotation]


Enzo Ferrari


The great man reveals a glimpse of his aspirations and drive, as seen on ferrari.com, 3 July 2020





Tragedy struck the Ferrari family in 1916 when Enzo’s father, Alfredo Sr, and brother, Alfredo Jr, died during a flu pandemic, leading to the collapse of the family business.


Enzo would himself become seriously ill two years later with flu, but thankfully survived – with more determination than ever to make a success of his life.





[image: Open quotation]


Passion cannot be described, it can only be lived.


[image: Close quotation]


Enzo Ferrari


As seen on montblanc-boutique-cannes.com, accessed 2 October 2025







In his determination to realize his boyhood dream, Enzo attempted to join Fiat.


When that was unsuccessful, he worked as a test driver for Costruzioni Meccaniche Nazionali (National Mechanical Constructions).


Eventually he became their race-car driver and made his competitive debut in the 1919 Parma-Poggio di Berceto hill-climb race, where he finished fourth.








In 1920, the ambitious Enzo joined Alfa Romeo, and three years later won his first race at Ravenna in Northern Italy.


While he won minor races, he was not considered a star until his first major success in 1924, when he won the first Coppa Acerbo in Pescara – albeit because his teammate Giuseppe Campari had to stop with a burst tire.
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If you dream it, you can do it.


[image: Close quotation]


Enzo Ferrari


As seen on @ferrari.singapore, Instagram, 17 January 2021





Despite being put forward for the French Grand Prix in 1924, Enzo found the car too unpredictable and, following a panic attack, did not complete the race.


While Enzo did continue to race, it was never at the Grand Prix level again.


There are many factors that have been proposed as reasons for Enzo’s withdrawal from racing: the deaths of fellow drivers Sivocci (at Monza in 1923) and Antonio Ascari (at Montlhéry in 1925), and a promise to his wife that he would give up racing if they had a child.
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I remember that in 1912, I saw a picture on the illustrated press that was published back then in Turin of Ralph De Palma and I think he had won at that time the Indianapolis 500. I said to myself, ‘This guy is Italian. Why, one day, couldn’t I too be a pilot… of cars?’


[image: Close quotation]


Enzo Ferrari


On the lightbulb moment when he saw a picture of Ralph De Palma’s triumph at the Indianapolis 500, “Interview: Enzo Ferrari on Ferrari”, silodrome.com, September 2016







After Alfa Romeo’s withdrawal from Grand Prix racing, Enzo had the idea to form his own racing company, Scuderia Ferrari (with a buy-in from Alfa Romeo).


Shifting his focus towards team building, he attracted some of the best drivers in motor racing to his Scuderia Ferrari stable, including Giuseppe Campari and Tazio Nuvolari.


With cars such as the Alfa Romeo P3 at their disposal, the success of his team was almost guaranteed.
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