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A note about spelling: We have followed IB house style for spelling of certain words, using –ize rather than –ise; and vice versa.


There is a widespread belief that -ize is American English and that British English should use the –ise forms, but for certain verbs/words both endings are correct in British English. The important thing to remember is to be consistent in a piece of writing.


You can find out more information here: http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2011/03/ize-or-ise/


A note about command terms: There are five specific command terms for language acquisition – analyse, evaluate, identify, interpret and synthesize. We have emboldened these five command terms in the book, alongside the wider MYP command terms, so that you familiarise yourself with these terms.
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How to use this book


Welcome to Hodder Education’s MYP by Concept Series! Each chapter is designed to lead you through an inquiry into the concepts of Language acquisition, and how they interact in real-life global contexts.
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KEY WORDS


Key words are included to give you access to vocabulary for the topic. Glossary terms are highlighted and, where applicable, search terms are given to encourage independent learning and research skills.
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As you explore, activities suggest ways to learn through action.
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ATL


Activities are designed to develop your Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.


[image: ]







[image: ]


Assessment opportunities in this chapter:


Some activities are formative as they allow you to practise certain parts of the MYP Language acquisition Assessment Objectives. Other activities can be used by you or your teachers to assess your achievement summatively against all parts of an assessment objective.
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Key Approaches to Learning skills for MYP Language acquisition are highlighted whenever we encounter them.
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Hint


In some of the activities, we provide hints to help you work on the assignment. This also introduces you to the new Hint feature in the on-screen assessment.
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Definitions are included for important terms and information boxes are included to give background information, more detail and explanation.
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EXTENSION


Extension activities allow you to explore a topic further.
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Take action




•  While the book provides opportunities for action and plenty of content to enrich the conceptual relationships, you must be an active part of this process. Guidance is given to help you with your own research, including how to carry out research, guidance on forming your own research question, as well as linking and developing your study of Language acquisition to the global issues in our twenty-first-century world.
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You are prompted to consider your conceptual understanding in a variety of activities throughout each chapter.
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Links to:


Like any other subject, Language acquisition is just one part of our bigger picture of the world. Links to other subjects are discussed.
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Each chapter has an IB learner profile attribute as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect on these too.
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Finally, at the end of the chapter you are asked to reflect back on what you have learnt with our Reflection table, maybe to think of new questions brought to light by your learning.
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  Connections  


  Purpose  


  Identities and relationships  



1 Am I ready for the real world?


Although the future may seem an eternity away, making purposeful connections with others helps us to develop as individuals and as lifelong learners.
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‘Guard your light and protect it. Move it forward into the world and be fully confident that if we connect light to light to light, and join the lights together of the one billion young people in our world today, we will be enough to set our whole planet aglow.’ – Hafsat Abiola
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IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL …





•  Find out about different options and how to develop our skills.



•  Explore our personal approach to learning in a way that meets our individual needs to become lifelong learners.



•  Take action by carrying out research to begin to pursue our passions in life. Start to identify what tools are at our disposal to help us work toward our goals.
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CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:


Factual: What is the IB learner profile?


Conceptual: What kind of learner are you? What careers interest you? How does the Middle Years Programme (MYP) prepare you for university or college?


Debatable: Which learner profile attributes do you possess? What skills can you develop to help you prepare for the future? How do you know what you want to do with the rest of your life? What would be your dream job?


Now share and compare your thoughts and ideas with your partner, or with the whole class.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills will be useful …




•  Communication skills


•  Collaboration skills


•  Organization skills


•  Reflection skills


•  Information literacy skills


•  Critical-thinking skills


•  Creative-thinking skills


•  Transfer skills





[image: ]







[image: ]


KEY WORDS


approaches to learning


career


degree


pathway


skills


traits


work experience
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Inquirers – we are curious about our world, learn independently and use our experiences to grow in order to become lifelong learners.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:




•  Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text


•  Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text


•  Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text


•  Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form
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WATCH–THINK–SHARE


Watch the short video entitled ‘When I grow up?’: www.youtube.com/watch?v=j4S8LnHZuuE


In pairs, discuss, in English or in your mother tongue, what makes a job interesting.


Watch the video again and write down all the jobs that are mentioned. Then put these words into a word cloud. A word cloud is a way to display words in a visual form. You can use a word cloud generator like www.wordle.net.
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Do you ever think about what you will be when you grow up? If you do not know, you are not alone. Most teenagers do not know what they want to be. But it is not too early to start to think about the world of work. Choosing a job or career is one of the most important decisions of your life.


The world is changing fast and it is a very different place today from what it used to be, especially in terms of what you can study at university and your career options. New roles are being created all the time, and there are jobs available to young people today that did not exist ten years ago.



What is the IB learner profile?
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WHICH LEARNER PROFILE ATTRIBUTES DO YOU POSSESS?


How do the International Baccalaureate Programmes prepare you for university or college? Well, you might find it interesting to know that there is research that looks at how well students who have done these programmes do not only at Diploma level but also at university and college. The results compare students from the MYP to students who have completed other programmes, and they are very positive. The MYP approach encourages you to think for yourself and to see the difference between classroom information and the world today.


There are schools that offer other programmes as well as IB courses. Sometimes there is competition about which programme is the best! Everyone believes that their programme is the best option. But what exactly makes the MYP special? It is true to say that one of the main differences is that the MYP not only encourages you to be an independent inquirer but also allows you to explore connections between all the subjects, and you get to complete a personal project which involves lots of research.
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE




[image: ]


ATL




•  Creative-thinking skills: Practise visible thinking strategies and techniques
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Individually, design a logo (a symbol) using your name. Use your imagination – you can design by hand or by computer, you can incorporate motion or animation. Go wherever your creativity leads you! There is only one condition: your logo must reflect who you are.


In pairs, discuss how you came up with the design and why you chose to make it this way. You can explain your design in your mother tongue.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: Unique and shared
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ATL




•  Collaboration skills: Exercise leadership and take on a variety of roles within groups
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Unique and shared is a game to find out what we have in common with our peers, in other words, our similarities, but also to find out what our own strengths are.


First, in groups of four or five, take a sheet of paper and decide who will take notes for your group.


In your group, create a list of the shared traits and qualities that the members of the group have. For example, ‘We all have siblings’. Try not to write things that are too obvious. The idea is to try and and find strengths and characteristics that are not superficial. You have 5 minutes to do this. Now, select a member of the group to read your list to the rest of the class.


For the second part of the game, the unique part, work in new groups of four or five with different people. Select someone in the group to be the notetaker. Take another sheet of paper and write down unique characteristics for each member of the group. You must try to find at least two unique qualities for each person. Remember to try and choose things that are not superficial. You have another 5 minutes to complete this task. Nominate someone in the group to read a quality, one at a time, to the class. See if your classmates can guess whose quality it is.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: The magic lamp
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ATL




•  Collaboration skills: Negotiate effectively; Build consensus
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In pairs or groups of three, imagine that you have just found a lamp. You rub it and are surprised when a genie appears! The genie of the lamp tells you that you can have three wishes related to your school life. In your groups, agree on the three wishes you want to present to the genie. On a large piece of paper, write down your wish list. Present your wish list to the rest of the class and say why you want the genie to grant these wishes.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: How does the MYP compare?
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ATL




•  Information literacy skills: Access information to be informed and inform others


•  Creative-thinking skills: Use brainstorming and visual diagrams to generate new ideas and inquiries
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In pairs, go to your school website and find out basic information about the MYP programme. Now, carry out some research about a different study programme from your country.


Complete a Venn diagram with the information you have found and present it to your class.


A Venn diagram is a useful tool to compare and contrast information.


Visit this website and copy the template: https://eslwriteaway.files.wordpress.com/2014/10/venn-diagram.jpg
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: Word cloud
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ATL




•  Organization skills: Use appropriate strategies for organizing complex information
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In pairs, select words from the word cloud above and write your own sentences.


Use an online dictionary to check the meaning of any words that are not familiar to you.


Now create your own word cloud of important words to study related to the MYP, going to university or college, and careers.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: Do you know the IB learner profile attributes?
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ATL




•  Reflection skills: Consider ATL skills development


•  Transfer skills: Change the context of an inquiry to gain different perspectives


•  Communication skills: Write for different purposes
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Task 1


Think of all the IB learner profile attributes. List them in reverse alphabetical order.


Task 2


In pairs, use an internet search engine to find descriptions of the IB learner profile attributes in your mother tongue.


Use your own words to summarize each of the learner profile attributes. For example: ‘Caring – I help others and I am nice.’


Task 3


Individually, look at the attributes again and identify at least two that you feel are your strongest.


Write sentences with the attributes you have selected.


Start your sentences with ‘I am balanced when I …’.


Now think about the attributes that are not your strongest. In pairs, share your answers. What can you do to develop these skills?


Task 4


In pairs, look at the images below and identify the different professions. Select three learner profile attributes that someone who does each job would need in order to be successful.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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What skills can you develop to help you prepare for the future?
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WHAT KIND OF LEARNER ARE YOU?
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Through Approaches to Learning (ATL) in the IB programmes, you can develop skills that are useful across the curriculum and help you ‘learn how to learn’. ATL skills can be learnt and taught, improved with practice and developed over time. They provide a strong foundation for learning independently and with others. ATL skills help you prepare for, and demonstrate your learning through, the various tasks and assessments that you complete.


ATL skills provide a common language that you can use to reflect on your process of learning. Understanding and using the ATL skills will help you in school, in your personal life and in any jobs you have in the future.
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE




[image: ]


ATL




•  Reflection skills: Consider personal learning strategies
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Individually, think about the following questions:





•  How do I learn best?



•  How do I know?



•  How do I communicate my understanding?





In pairs, discuss your answers to the questions.


Share your thoughts with the rest of the class.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: Test your awareness: Do the test
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ATL




•  Reflection skills: Demonstrate flexibility in the selection and use of learning strategies
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Task 1


Visit this website to test your awareness and do the test: www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=Ahg6qcgoay4


In pairs, answer the following questions:





•  What did you see?



•  Did you have different answers?



•  What type of text is this?



•  Identify who made the clip.



•  Who is the audience?



•  Did you see the moonwalking bear?



•  Why do we see things differently?





Task 2


Listen to the TedTalk ‘Life lessons through tinkering’ by Gever Tulley: www.ted.com/talks/gever_tulley_s_tinkering_school_in_action?language=en


Consider the following questions:





•  What is the purpose of the video?



•  Use an online dictionary to find a synonym for the word ‘tinkering’.



•  Identify the learner profile attributes that you see.



•  Select a colour that best represents the video or the ideas presented.





Task 3


Visit this website and write down key words for Approaches to Learning (ATL): www.youtube.com/watch?v=XtsXBy1C26o


In pairs, use your key words to create a word cloud. You can use a word cloud generator like www.wordle.net.


Now, listen to Gever Tulley’s TedTalk again and select the ATL skills that children can develop at the Tinkering School. Use the table opposite to help you identify the ATL skills.






	Communication skills

	How can I communicate through working with others?

How do I use language to communicate?


What communication tools do I use?


Which ways of communicating do I need to improve on?


How can I better communicate my understanding?








	Collaboration skills

	How can I work with others?

How can they work with me?


What successes have I had when I have worked with others?








	Organization skills

	How do I manage my time effectively?

What organizational tools do I have?


What aspects of my organization do I need to develop?


How can I best organize myself?








	Affective skills

	How can I manage my state of mind?

How can I manage how I feel?








	Reflection skills

	How do I reflect on my learning?






	Research skills

	How do I find information?

How do I use different resources and information?


How do I know if the information is reliable?








	Thinking skills

	How do I think?

How am I creative?


What tools can help me think in different ways?








	Transfer skills

	How do I transfer skills and knowledge across different subjects?

How do I demonstrate what I know in different areas?
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text and Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text.
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ACTIVITY: Teenage schoolboy cracks Isaac Newton’s 300-year-old maths problem
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Read critically and for comprehension; Write for different purposes
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Task 1


Read the text on the opposite page and then answer the following questions:





1  Identify the type of text it is.



2  Identify a word that means ‘discovery’.



3  Where does Ray come from?



4  What can Ray’s solution do?



5  Identify a word that means ‘inexperience’.



6  What has Ray loved to do from a very young age?



7  What does Ray say he is not good at?



8  Identify a word that means ‘influenced’.



9  What does Ray want to study at university?



10 What does Ray’s father do?



11 Which IB learner profile attribute(s) would you choose for Ray? Why?



12 Which ATL skills does Ray use?





Task 2


Ray is an extraordinary teenager. In pairs, find an example of someone extraordinary of any age in your school or community.


Make a list of questions to ask this person and then interview them. Use the answers to your interview questions to write sentences telling this person’s story.
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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Did you know that International Youth Day is celebrated on 12 August? Visit this website and find out how you can participate in International Youth Day: www.un.org/en/events/youthday/
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Links to: Sciences


Have you wondered how the brain works? Are you a left-brain or right-brain thinker? You might have heard people say that they are good at problem-solving or better at languages. Is there a connection to how their brain works? Visit this website to find out more: www.verywell.com/left-brain-vs-right-brain-2795005


In pairs, carry out some research using a search engine to find out more about the left-brain–right-brain theory. Make notes and keep a record of the resources you have used.


What is your point of view?


Make a PowerPoint presentation and present this to your classmates.


Are you left-brained or right-brained?


Let’s find out. Visit this website and take the test: www.angelfire.com/wi/2brains/test.html
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Did you know that a neurologist is a doctor who studies the brain?


Have a go at playing the Split Brain experiments game: www.nobelprize.org/educational/medicine/split-brain/index.html
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Teenage schoolboy cracks Isaac Newton’s 300-year-old maths problem


A 16-year-old schoolboy has solved a mathematical problem which has puzzled mathematicians for centuries, a newspaper report said. The boy put the historical breakthrough down to ‘schoolboy naivety.’


Shouryya Ray, who moved to Germany from India with his family at the age of 12, has amazed scientists and mathematicians by solving two fundamental particle dynamics problems posed by Sir Isaac Newton over 350 years ago, Die Welt newspaper reported on Monday.


Ray’s solutions make it possible to now calculate not only the flight path of a ball, but also predict how it will hit and bounce off a wall. Previously it had only been possible to estimate this using a computer, wrote the paper.


Ray first came across the old problem when his secondary school, which specializes in science, set all their year-11 pupils a research project.


On a visit to the Technical University in Dresden pupils received raw data to evaluate a direct numerical simulation – which can be used to describe the trajectory of a ball when it is thrown.


When he realised the current method could not get an exact result, Ray decided to have a go at solving it. He puts the whole thing down to ‘schoolboy naivety’ – he just refused to accept there was no answer to the problem.


‘I asked myself: why can’t it work?’ he told the paper.


Ray has been fascinated by what he calls the ‘essential beauty’ of maths since an early age, according to the report. The boy was inspired by his engineer father who began setting him arithmetic problems at the age of six.


He recently won a youth science competition at the state level in Saxony and won second place in the Maths and IT section at the national final.


Originally from Calcutta, Ray couldn’t speak a word of German when he came to Dresden four years ago – but now he is fluent. Since then, he was moved up two classes in school and is currently sitting his Abitur exams two years early.


But Ray doesn’t think he’s a genius, and told the paper he has weak points as a mathematician, as well as in sports and social sciences.


Ray, whose recent breakthrough may have earned him a paragraph in the schoolbooks of the future, is currently deciding whether to study maths or physics at university.


From www.thelocal.de
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So far in this chapter we have looked at how your experiences at school can provide you with skills that will be useful later on in life. We have carefully considered the IB learner profile and Approaches to Learning skills, and the role they play in making us well-rounded members of the community. In addition, we have discovered that we all learn in different ways and that some learning approaches work better for us than others.



What careers interest you?



DO YOU KNOW ANYONE IN THAT PROFESSION?
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ACTIVITY: Who can help me with my career plan?
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Write for different purposes
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Identifying people who can support you to develop your career plan and help you evaluate your choices is an important step in this process. Your supporters are those people who know you best and who can help you identify your interests, skills and abilities in order to find the best possible pathway to what you decide to do when you finish school.


Here are some examples of people who can help you think about your options:





•  Family



•  Friends and family friends



•  Current and former teachers





Task 1


Make a list of people who support you and how you know them.


Interview them about their jobs and find out what they did in preparation for the jobs they are doing.


Task 2


Arrange to spend a day with one of these people at their place of work to learn about the working world. Keep a record of your experience. If you can, take a photo of yourself at ‘work’ and bring it to school to share with your class.


Use these prompts to write your reflection:
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Assessment opportunities




•  This activity can be assessed using Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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