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God our Father, we 
thank you for our 
families; for the love that 
we share; and for the joy 
of our marriage.


 — PRAYER WRITTEN BY THE BRIDE AND 


GROOM AND DELIVERED AT THEIR WEDDING 


BY THE RIGHT REVEREND RICHARD 


CHARTRES, BISHOP OF LONDON 
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MOMENTOUS OCCASION: The newly married Duke and Duchess of Cambridge and their nineteen hundred wedding guests listen to the bishop of London deliver his address following the exchange of vows at Westminster Abbey. After the royal wedding, carriages bearing William and Catherine and the queen and Prince Philip, respectively, are escorted by divisions of the Captain’s Escort and the Sovereign’s Escort up the festooned Mall toward Buckingham Palace.




Photographs by Chris Ison * and Dominic Lipinski * 














I’m glad the weather 
held off. We had a 
great day.


 — THE DUCHESS OF CAMBRIDGE TO 


A PHOTOGRAPHER 
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PICTURE PERFECT: They were known for a decade as “Wills and Kate,” but now it is Her Royal Highness Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, and His Royal Highness, Prince William, Duke of Cambridge, who acknowledge the hundreds of thousands of well-wishers who line their route to Buckingham Palace after the wedding. The newlyweds are transported in the 1902 State Landau, originally built for the coronation of Edward VII, William’s great-great-great-grandfather.


Photograph by Ray Tang 














Shall we do another kiss?
One more kiss? One more.
Come on.


 — PRINCE WILLIAM TO HIS BRIDE, AFTER THEIR 


FIRST KISS FAILED TO SATISFY THE CROWD 
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KISS ME TWICE: In 1981, William’s father, the Prince of Wales, had to be prodded into smooching his bride, Diana, by his younger brother, the Duke of York. But not Prince William. When the big moment came, Catherine teased the prince by making him wait a moment as William pleaded, “Go on, a little kiss. Go on.” The prince gave Kate a two-second peck on the lips, but the tens of thousands of spectators in front of the palace gates remained unsatisfied. They chanted, “Kiss her again. Kiss her again.” The prince asked his bride for a second chance, and this time the newlyweds obliged the crowds with a (slightly) longer buss.


Photograph by Zeng Yi 
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LIKE A MELODY: As she walked from her Rolls-Royce Phantom VI toward Westminster Abbey, Catherine Middleton revealed one of the best-kept secrets of modern times — her bridal gown. Designed by Sarah Burton, creative director of the British fashion house Alexander McQueen, the well-reviewed dress — Hamish Bowles of Vogue called it “sublime” — was reminiscent of Grace Kelly’s 1956 wedding gown.


Photograph by Ian Langsdon 














EVERYONE’S WEDDING 


By Robert Jobson 


News of the World Royal Editor, 
 NBC Royal Commentator, and Royal Author 


Their wedding day was the crowning moment of the first grand act in the theater of royalty in this century. It was pomp and pageantry at its finest, a resplendent symbol of British national pride and unity played out on the perfect stage: Westminster Abbey — the setting for a thousand years of royal history.


Perhaps one moment more than any other showed what the monarchy has become and possibly what it will be. “Are you ready?” asked Prince William. “Okay, let’s …”


The prince leaned toward his beautiful bride, Catherine Elizabeth Middleton — the newly ennobled Her Royal Highness the Duchess of Cambridge. They kissed not once but twice, to the delight of the million-strong crowd tightly packed along the Mall opposite Buckingham Palace. Moments later, World War II fighter planes roared overhead in the flypast. It was all timed to military precision. The Buckingham Palace publicity machine could not have asked for anything better for the royal couple’s first public appearance as husband and wife.


But this was not a kiss just for the cameras; this was the real thing, and everyone watching, including the estimated two billion glued to their televisions around the world, knew it. Personally, I felt emotional — proud and emotional. Only the most cynical among us wouldn’t. My ringside seat to history — commentating for a leading US network, NBC — gave me a perfect viewpoint from the specially erected television studios at Canada Gate opposite the palace. The kiss was a wonderful touch, an iconic moment in the history of this new, modern monarchy.


Earlier, with two words, “I will” — so softly spoken — Catherine sent cheers ringing around the country and the far-flung parts of the world that still hold monarchy at its heart. And with that, the onetime commoner Catherine, in an instant, took the giant step into the magical world of royalty, destined now to be the future queen consort of sixteen nations across the globe.


Together, William and Catherine erased the sadness of our recent royal past and evoked memories of happier times, when we still believed in fairy-tale royal marriages that would last. It was the most anticipated and watched event in Britain’s long history — perhaps in world history, given the immediate global reach of today’s media — eclipsing even the terrible sadness of Princess Diana’s funeral played out on the same stage of the Abbey. Catherine’s words of commitment restored our faith. At last, the monarchy could move on, and Diana, an icon of the last century, could rest in peace.


This was, quite simply, a very good day for royalists. And for the House of Windsor, created by George V out of necessity nearly a century earlier, it was simply sensational. Catherine was the perfect new recruit to their clan. The descendant of working miners, she oozed class and natural grace. She had — like a previous princess, her new husband’s late mother — a natural nobility about her. Both Catherine and Diana were utterly unflappable as they delivered their vows. And as he placed the band of Welsh gold, William steadied himself for the next chapter in this long royal story. The queen concurred. “It was amazing,” she said.


But what I liked were the lighter, more personal touches: “Are you happy?” Catherine asked her husband as she climbed into the 1902 open State Landau. “It was amazing, amazing,” replied the duke. “I am so proud you’re my wife.” The most striking aspect of the whole occasion was the simplest of the lot: two people so at one with each other.


Tradition dictates that royal men and their new wives receive a title on their wedding day — and often more than one. As well as a duchess, Miss Middleton is now technically Princess William of Wales. According to protocol, she is not officially Princess Catherine, as she was not born a princess in her own right. Instead she adopts her husband’s first name.


But for William, a man with his finger on the pulse of his people, it is not about titles. This, for him, was their day, and he was determined to keep it that way. At this moment this young couple, the royal faces of the Facebook generation, became the most famous people on the planet.


When William first set eyes on Kate at the University of St. Andrews in September 2001, he said he instantly knew there was something special about her. They became friends first. They shared the same major, history of art, before William switched to geography, and they lived in the same residence hall, known as Sallies.


Catherine was once asked if she felt fortunate to date Prince William. Quick as a flash she replied with supreme self-confidence: “He’s lucky to be going out with me.” She ticked all the right boxes for a future queen consort, but was no fawning subject desperate to marry into royalty. Theirs is a true love match.


The day after the wedding — the pomp and pageantry over — the newlyweds dressed casually before flying off in a helicopter on the shortest of breaks. Their honeymoon was put on hold as William was compelled to return to RAF duties as a search and rescue pilot just a few days later.


The couple sent a message to the nation, thanking all for their support on the “most wonderful day of our lives,” and the new Duchess of Cambridge said of their glittering wedding: “I’m glad the weather held off. We had a great day.”


But just twenty-four hours later, the newly ennobled Duke and Duchess of Cambridge were Mr. and Mrs. Ordinary again. The pair — who often used the pseudonym Mr. and Mrs. Smith whenever they checked into a hotel as students — looked just like any other young couple going on a weekend away. On the day, perhaps overwhelmed by the splendor and formality of the wedding, they seemed to forget to hold hands. But twenty-four hours later they walked hand in hand, smiling, before boarding the helicopter. In an instant they were gone, but the whirlwind of goodwill they had created was not forgotten.


Walter Bagehot, the brilliant Victorian journalist and constitutional expert, was right all those years ago: a princely marriage really does rivet mankind.


For this was our wedding too, and we were all happy to be a part of it.
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THE WEDDING OF QUEEN VICTORIA AND PRINCE ALBERT OF SAXE-COBURG AND GOTHA, 1840: A contemporaneous illustration of Queen Victoria, Britain’s longest-reigning monarch, on her wedding day, February 10, 1840. At twenty-one, Queen Victoria married her first cousin, Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg and Gotha. “The queen, as brides generally do, looked pale and anxious,” recalled nineteenth-century biographer James Parton. “Her dress was a rich white satin, trimmed with orange blossoms, and upon her head she wore a wreath of the same beautiful flowers.”


Victoria’s groom, Prince Albert, was initially unpopular with her subjects, who considered him a minor royal from an impoverished German state. But the prince consort eventually gained favor as Victoria’s closest advisor, best friend, and father of their nine children. When forty-two-year-old Albert died in 1861, probably of typhoid fever, Victoria sank into a deep depression. For the next seven years, the queen rarely appeared in public. She wore only black mourning clothes until her death in 1901. Victoria was buried beside her husband in a mausoleum she built for the purpose. Her words, inscribed above the door, read: “Farewell best beloved, here at last I shall rest with thee….”














GRAND AFFAIRS 


A Brief History of British Royal Weddings 


As the role of the British royal family has evolved from a more political to a more symbolic capacity, royal weddings have followed suit. When British monarchs possessed consequential political and military power — prior to the late nineteenth century — royal weddings were relatively simple affairs that marked the consummation of a political alliance.


In 1625, when King Charles I rejected a union with the infanta of Spain in favor of Princess Henrietta Maria of France, the implications were clear: Charles would not convert to Catholicism as the Spanish king demanded, and the Kingdom of England, Scotland, and Ireland would pursue a pro-French, rather than a pro-Spanish, foreign policy. Charles, who was married by proxy, didn’t even bother to show up at his lavish Paris wedding.


Despite their private nature, some pre-twentieth century British royal weddings initiated customs to which we still adhere. Sixteenth-century King Henry VIII was a remarkably bad husband, but his original marriage vows, “to have and to hold from this day forward, for better or worse, for richer and poorer, in sickness and in health, ’til death do us part,” still bind couples throughout the English-speaking world every weekend. Queen Victoria is widely credited with popularizing the elaborate white wedding gown; prior to her 1840 marriage, brides wore colorful dresses that could be worn again.


As Britain’s constitutional monarchy became more constitutional and less monarchical, royal weddings evolved into public spectacles designed to bind British subjects to their royal family. The future George V’s 1893 wedding to Princess Mary of Teck was a triumphant extravaganza that featured ten royal princesses as bridesmaids and the crowned heads of Europe as witnesses. The crowds, as they say, went wild. The 1922 wedding of their daughter, Princess Alice, filled the streets of London, and the nuptials of their granddaughter, the future Elizabeth, raised the spectacle to a new level.
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The Lord Chamberlain is commanded by
The Queen to invite

to the Marriage of
His Royal Highness Prince William of Wales, K.G.
with
Miss Catherine Middleton
at Westminster Abbey
on Friday, 29th April, 2011 at 11.00 a.m.

A reply is requested to:
State Invitations Secretary, Lord Chamberlain'’s Office, Dress: Uniform, Morning Coat
Buckinham Palace, London SW1A 144 or Lounge Suit
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