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TO HELP YOU FIND YOUR WAY ....


Each continent is COLOUR-CODED on this map AND on the contents page (opposite) AND on the heading of each atlas page.
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ABOUT THIS ATLAS


Philip’s Children’s Atlas is written by people who enjoy learning about our wonderful world and want others to enjoy it, too. David and Jill Wright have taught geography in schools and colleges. We have visited more than a hundred countries to understand the scenery and people better and to take photographs. Some of these visits have been made with our own children or with student groups. This has helped us to see the world through children’s eyes.


There is so much we want to tell you about, and so little space. We have had to choose what to write about and what to leave out – very hard! The world is always changing too, and this new edition has the very latest facts and figures. So we hope this atlas will help YOU, the reader, to begin a lifelong exploration of the world, to notice all the links we have with all parts of the world, and to find out more from other books and websites.
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HOW TO USE THIS EBOOK


Select one of the chapters from the main contents list and you will be taken straight to that chapter.


Look out for linked text (which is in blue) throughout the ebook that you can select to help you navigate between related sections.


You can double tap images and tables to increase their size. To return to the original view, just tap the cross in the top left-hand corner of the screen.





OUR PLANET EARTH


OUR Earth is made of layers of rock. The diagram below shows the Earth with a slice cut out. The hottest part is the core, at the centre. Around the core is the mantle, which is probably slightly liquid and moves very slowly. The outer layer, the crust, is quite thin under the oceans, but it is thicker under the continents.


Scientists now know that the Earth’s crust is cracked, like the shell of a hard-boiled egg that has been dropped. The cracks are called faults. The huge sections of crust divided by the faults are called plates and they are moving very, very slowly. The continents have gradually moved across the Earth’s surface as the crustal plates have moved. Sudden movements near the faults cause volcanic eruptions or earthquakes. Undersea earthquakes cause huge waves called tsunamis.
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The Earth from space: this satellite image shows Africa, Arabia, the Mediterranean Sea and Europe. The Sahara Desert has no cloud and is all sunny. Some of the white clouds near the Equator show where there are thunderstorms.


Can you name the oceans to the west (left) and to the east (right) of Africa? And can you name the continent – and the country – on the far west (left) of this image? (The maps will help you. Answers.)
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FASCINATING FACTS ABOUT THE EARTH


DISTANCE AROUND THE EQUATOR 40,075 kilometres


DISTANCE AROUND THE POLES 40,007 kilometres


DISTANCE TO THE CENTRE OF THE EARTH 6370 kilometres


SURFACE AREA OF THE EARTH 510,065,600 square kilometres


PROPORTIONS OF SEA AND LAND 71% sea; 29% land


DISTANCE FROM THE EARTH TO THE SUN 150,000,000 kilometres (It takes 8½ minutes for the Sun’s light to reach the Earth.)


DISTANCE FROM THE EARTH TO THE MOON 384,400 kilometres


THE EARTH TRAVELS AROUND THE SUN at 107,000 kilometres per hour, or nearly 30 kilometres per second


THE EARTH’S ATMOSPHERE is about 175 kilometres high


CHIEF GASES IN THE ATMOSPHERE Nitrogen 78%; oxygen 21%


AVERAGE DEPTH OF SEA 3900 metres


AVERAGE HEIGHT OF LAND 880 metres





The Earth travels round the Sun in 365¼ days, which we call a year. Every four years we add an extra day to February to use up the ¼ days. This is called a Leap Year. The Earth travels at a speed of are spinning at 1660 kilometres an hour. Because of the way the Earth moves, we experience day and night, and different seasons during a year. No part of our planet is too hot or too cold for life to many photos of the Earth, such as the one on the left. The Earth looks very blue from space because of all the sea. It is the only planet in the Solar System with sea. Look at the swirls of cloud. These show that over 107,000 kilometres an hour. (You have travelled 600 kilometres through space while reading this!)


The Earth also spins round and round as it travels through space. It spins round once in 24 hours, which we call a day. Places on the Equator survive. Yet the Earth is 150 million kilometres from the Sun.


The Moon is our nearest neighbour in space. It is 384,400 kilometres away. The first men to reach the Moon took four days to travel there in 1969. On the way, they took the Earth has an atmosphere. Our atmosphere contains oxygen and water vapour, and it keeps all living things alive.


The diagram below shows all the planets in our Solar System. The Earth is the third planet from the Sun.
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OUR WONDERFUL WORLD


Earth is the only planet in the Solar System – and might be the only one in the whole Universe – to have life.


Our atmosphere keeps temperatures exactly right for all the different species. And the dominant species is us – human beings. There are lots of us (here) and most of what we produce depends on burning oil, gas or coal. This produces Carbon Dioxide (CO2). Although CO2 makes up a very small part of the atmosphere it has a very big effect. For the past 200 years richer countries have put more and more CO2 and other gases into the atmosphere. These change the balance of the atmosphere, which acts like a blanket trapping the sun’s heat so that the earth is getting warmer – like being in a greenhouse.


As more people understand Global warming and notice how the climate is changing they are asking governments to act to stop pollution and to produce ‘clean energy’ by using the sun and wind to make electricity. Trees absorb CO2 and there are campaigns to stop more forest being cut down (for example, in the Amazon,) and to plant more trees where they can help prevent floods or stop deserts spreading.









MOUNTAINS, PLAINS AND SEAS


THE map shows that there is much more sea than land in the world. Over two-thirds of the Earth’s surface is covered with water or ice. The Pacific is by far the biggest ocean; the map splits it in two.


The mountains are shown with shadows on this map. Look for the world’s highest mountain range – the Himalayas, in Asia. There are high mountains on the western side of both American continents. Most of the world’s great mountain ranges have been made by folding in the Earth’s crust.


The green expanse across northern Europe and northern Asia is the world’s biggest plain.




MOUNTAINS, PLAINS AND SEAS
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In which country does this animal live? (Answer.)
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Farming the Great Plains of North America. The Plains cover large areas of the USA and Canada. This land in Alberta, Canada, has just been harvested. The almost flat land of the Great Plains ends where the Rocky Mountains begin.
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The Atlantic Ocean washes the desert shore of Namibia, in southern Africa.
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WORLD RECORDS: LARGEST • LONGEST • HIGHEST • DEEPEST


LARGEST OCEAN Pacific, 155,557,000 sq km


DEEPEST PART OF OCEANS Mariana Trench, 11,022 metres (Pacific)


LARGEST LAKE Caspian Sea, 371,000 sq km (Europe and Asia)


DEEPEST LAKE Lake Baikal, 1620 metres (Russia)


LONGEST RIVERS Nile, 6695 km (Africa); Amazon, 6450 km (South America); Yangtze, 6380 km (Asia)


LARGEST ISLANDS Australia, 7,690,000 sq km; Greenland, 2,175,600 sq km


LARGEST DESERT Sahara, 9,100,000 sq km (Africa)


HIGHEST MOUNTAIN Everest, 8849 m (Asia)


LONGEST MOUNTAIN RANGE Andes, 7200 km (South America)


LONGEST GORGE Grand Canyon, 446 km (North America)


HIGHEST WATERFALL Angel Falls, 979 metres (Venezuela, South America)









THE COUNTRIES OF THE WORLD


FIVE of the continents of the world are divided into countries.


Look at the borders between countries: they have all been decided by people. Some follow natural features, such as rivers or mountain ranges. But some borders separate people of the same language, and this can cause problems.


This map has been drawn to show each country at the correct size. So you can see which countries are big, which are middle-sized and which are small. But because the sizes are correct, some of the shapes are not quite right. To see both correct size and correct shape we all need to look at a globe.




A D-I-Y QUIZ


On this map, some small countries are labelled with only the first few letters of their name. Try to guess the whole name. Then check your answers on the continent maps: Europe; Asia; Africa; Pacific; West Indies; South America.
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The United Nations flag with an unusual map of the world surrounded by olive branches for peace.
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The United Nations building, in New York City, USA. The world’s problems are discussed here – and sometimes solved.







WHICH ARE THE WORLD’S BIGGEST COUNTRIES?


TOP TEN COUNTRIES BY SIZE (SQUARE KILOMETRES)


Only five of the ‘top ten’ countries with large populations are also among the ‘top ten’ biggest countries.






	1. Russia


	17,075,400







	2. Canada


	9,970,610







	3. USA


	9,629,091







	4. China


	9,596,961







	5. Brazil


	8,514,215







	6. Australia


	7,741,220







	7. India


	3,287,263







	8. Argentina


	2,780,400







	9. Kazakhstan


	2,724,900







	10. Algeria


	2,381,741








TOP TEN COUNTRIES BY POPULATION











	1. China


	1398 million







	2. India


	1339 million







	3. USA


	335 million







	4. Indonesia


	275 million







	5. Pakistan


	238 million







	6. Nigeria


	220 million







	7. Brazil


	213 million







	8. Bangladesh


	164 million







	9. Russia


	142 million







	10. Mexico


	130 million
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PEOPLE OF THE WORLD


THERE is one race of people: the human race. In Latin, we are all known as Homo sapiens– ‘wise person’. The differences between people, such as dark or light skin, hair and eyes, are small.


The smaller map (below) shows the rich and the poor countries of the world. In any one country there are rich and poor people, but the difference between countries is even greater.


The map shows that the richest countries are in North America, Europe, Japan and Australia. Here most people usually have plenty to eat. They can buy many kinds of food; they can go to a doctor or hospital when they need to, and the children can go to school.


The richest countries are the ones that control most of the world’s trade and make decisions about international rules. But they also give aid to help the poorer countries.


The poorest countries (shown in dark green) are in the tropics – mostly in Africa. Life in these countries is very different from life in the rich world. Many people struggle to grow enough food, and they are often hungry.


People who do not have enough to eat find it difficult to work hard and they get ill more easily. They do not have enough money to pay for medicines or to send their children to school to learn to read and write. Some of the poorest people live in shanty towns in or near large cities.


But many people in the tropics do manage to break out of this ‘cycle of poverty’. They now have a better diet, and more and more people can obtain clean water. Primary schools now teach most children to read and write and do simple arithmetic – though there are few books and classes may be very large. In many places, village health workers are taught to recognize and treat the common diseases.
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Crowded and poor: a shanty town in Brazil. These shanties on a steep hillside in Rio de Janeiro were built by people who have nowhere else to live. Some of them have low-paid jobs, but others have to beg to get enough to eat.







THIRD WORLD AID


This young boy is collecting water from a tap in his village in Uganda. Now he and his family have clean, safe water to drink and wash in. They no longer have to walk far for water. Many schemes like this are helped by money given by the rich countries of the world.
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The map below shows where the world’s people live. The darker the colour, the more people there are. Most of the world has very few people: the cream or yellow areas.


The areas with few people are mostly desert, or high mountains, or dense forests, or very cold. Over half the world’s people live in the lowlands of south and east Asia.


Other crowded areas are parts of Europe and the Nile Valley. The most crowded places of all are the big cities. Find the cities with more than 10 million people on the map.
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Empty and poor: a Tuareg nomad living in the Sahara desert, in Mali. It is hot and dusty and life is hard. The nomads move around with their animals.







[image: illustration]


Crowded and rich: the skyscrapers of San Francisco seen from the bay. San Francisco is a city in California, on the west coast of the USA. Only the richest people can afford the apartments with the best views. The USA is the world’s richest country, but there are poor people living in some areas of the cities.









COLD AND HOT LANDS


FIVE important lines are drawn across these maps of the world: the Arctic and Antarctic Circles; the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn; and the Equator. They divide the world roughly into polar, temperate and tropical zones.


The polar lands remain cold all through the year, even though the summer days are long and some snow melts.


The temperate lands have four seasons: summer and winter, with spring and autumn in between. But these seasons come at different times of the year north and south of the Equator. June is midwinter in southern lands.


The tropical lands are always hot, except where mountains or plateaus reach high above sea level. For some of the year the sun is directly overhead at noon (local time). Look at the red area on the maps.


The map on this page shows the world in June. Hardly anywhere is very cold (except for Antarctica in midwinter, of course). Most of the very hot areas in June are north of the Equator.


The December map (opposite page) is very different. Both Canada and Russia are very cold. Most of the hottest areas in December are south of the Equator, near the Tropic of Capricorn, because December is midsummer.
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Arctic winter. Winter begins early in Greenland. This fishing boat is frozen in the harbour at Angmagssalik, near the Arctic Circle. There are 24 hours of dark and cold at Christmas. Yet by June, the ice will have melted, and there will be 24 hours of daylight.







DID YOU KNOW?


Children in New Zealand open their Christmas presents on 25th December which is in midsummer!
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COLD & HOT LANDS FACTS


HOTTEST RECORDED TEMPERATURE 57°C at Death Valley in USA


COLDEST RECORDED TEMPERATURE –89.2°C at Vostok in Antarctica


GREATEST CHANGE OF TEMPERATURE


AT ONE PLACE IN A YEAR From –70°C to +36.7°C at Verkhoyansk in Siberia, Russia





The seasons are different north and south of the Equator. In June it is summer in North America, Europe and Asia. The sun is overhead at the Tropic of Cancer. The North Pole is tilted towards the sun, and the Arctic enjoys 24 hours of daylight. Notice that Antarctica is in total darkness.


By December, the Earth has travelled halfway round the sun. The sun is overhead at the Tropic of Capricorn. The South Pole is tilted towards the sun. Antarctica now has 24 hours of daylight, and it is summer in South America, southern Africa and Australia. But the Arctic is in total darkness and the Arctic Ocean is frozen.
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