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  Context


  David Herbert Lawrence was born in 1885 in Nottinghamshire, England where his father was a miner. His experience growing up in a coal-mining family provided much of the inspiration for Sons and Lovers. Lawrence had many affairs with women in his life, including a longstanding relationship with Jessie Chambers (on whom the character of Miriam is based), an engagement to Louie Burrows, and an eventual elopement to Germany with Frieda Weekley. Sons and Lovers was written in 1913, and contains many autobiographical details.


  Many of Lawrence's novels were very controversial because of their frank treatment of sex, and both The Rainbow and Lady Chatterley's Lover were banned during his lifetime. This controversial treatment of sex is evident as well in Sons and Lovers; Lawrenceís fear of negative public opinion may have been one reason for his vague use of language and the obscure treatment of sex in the novel.


  Overall Summary


  The first part of the novel focuses on Mrs. Morel and her unhappy marriage to a drinking miner. She has many arguments with her husband, some of which have painful results: on separate occasions, she is locked out of the house and hit in the head with a drawer. Estranged from her husband, Mrs. Morel takes comfort in her four children, especially her sons. Her oldest son, William, is her favorite, and she is very upset when he takes a job in London and moves away from the family. When William sickens and dies a few years later, she is crushed, not even noticing the rest of her children until she almost loses Paul, her second son, as well. From that point on, Paul becomes the focus of her life, and the two seem to live for each other.


  Paul falls in love with Miriam Leivers, who lives on a farm not too far from the Morel family. They carry on a very intimate, but purely platonic, relationship for many years. Mrs. Morel does not approve of Miriam, and this may be the main reason that Paul does not marry her. He constantly wavers in his feelings toward her.


  Paul meets Clara Dawes, a suffragette who is separated from her husband, through Miriam. As he becomes closer with Clara and they begin to discuss his relationship with Miriam, she tells him that he should consider consummating their love and he returns to Miriam to see how she feels.


  Paul and Miriam sleep together and are briefly happy, but shortly afterward Paul decides that he does not want to marry Miriam, and so he breaks off with her. She still feels that his soul belongs to her, and, in part agrees reluctantly. He realizes that he loves his mother most, however.


  After breaking off his relationship with Miriam, Paul begins to spend more time with Clara and they begin an extremely passionate affair. However, she does not want to divorce her husband Baxter, and so they can never be married. Paul's mother falls ill and he devotes much of his time to caring for her. When she finally dies, he is broken-hearted and, after a final plea from Miriam, goes off alone at the end of the novel.


  Characters


  
    Gertrude Morel - The first protagonist of the novel. She becomes unhappy with her husband Walter and devotes herself to her children.

  


  
    Paul Morel - Paul Morel takes over from his mother as the protagonist in the second half of the book. After his brother William's death, Paul becomes his mother's favorite and struggles throughout the novel to balance his love for her with his relationships with other women.

  


  
    Walter Morel - Gertrude's husband, a coal miner.

  


  
    William Morel - Their first son, who is Mrs. Morel's favorite until he falls ill and dies.

  


  
    Annie Morel - Paul's older sister. When their mother lies dying toward the end of the novel, she and Paul decide to give her an overdose of morphia pills.

  


  
    Arthur Morel - Paul's younger brother, not central to the plot.

  


  
    Miriam Leivers - The daughter of the family at Willey Farm. She befriends Paul and becomes his first love.

  


  
    Clara Dawes - A friend of Miriam's, she is a suffragette, who is separated from her husband. She becomes Paul's second love, and they have a passionate affair.

  


  
    Baxter Dawes - Clara's husband. He fights with Paul, but they later become friends while he is ill.

  


  
    Mrs. Radford - Clara's mother.

  


  
    Thomas Jordan - The owner of the factory where Paul works. Paul dislikes him from their first interview because he is rude and makes Paul look foolish. He later fires Baxter Dawes because he knocks him down a flight of stairs.

  


  
    Louisa Lily Denys Western - A girl William sees in London, and to whom he becomes engaged. The rest of the family is less than impressed with her when he brings her home, and William shortly becomes sick of her as well.

  


  
    Mr. and Mrs. Leivers, Agatha, Edgar, Geoffrey, Maurice - The family who live at Willey Farm.

  


  
    Fanny - A hunchback who works in the finishing-off room at the factory, who likes to have Paul come visit her to sing or talk. She organizes the other girls to get Paul a birthday present.

  


  
    John Field - A man with whom Gertrude is friendly when she is nineteen. He gives her a Bible, which she keeps for the rest of her life. From John she learns that "being a man isn't everything."

  


  
    Jerry Purdy - Walter Morel's bosom friend. Walter goes for a walk to Nottingham with Jerry, during which he takes the nap on the ground that eventually causes an illness.
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