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STEP INTO THE


INCREDIBLE WORLD OF ‘ANIMAL STATS’!


 


Welcome to the fascinating world of


bugs and minibeasts.


 


With an estimated 


1.4 billion


*


insects for every human on Earth, 


it’s important that we get to know them!


*This number is approximate.


Minibeasts don’t stay still long enough to get an accurate count!















Bugs and minibeasts can be found in almost  


any environment – from under a rock in the park  


to a pool of water at the seaside, from a snowy mountain  


to a scorching desert, even in the freezing Arctic!


 


Turn the page to uncover spiders as large as dinner plates,


bumblebees that fly as high as Mount Everest


and record-breaking migrating butterflies.


SO, GRAB YOUR MAGNIFYING GLASS


AND JOIN US AS WE EXPLORE


MINIBEAST MEASUREMENTS


AND INSECT INFO!
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INSECT INFO


Counting all the minibeasts on Earth would be a never-ending task,


but experts estimate that there are approximately


10 quintillion (10,000,000,000,000,000,000)


individual insects sharing our planet.


It’s believed that bugs and minibeasts make up an astonishing 


80%


of all living species on Earth, and their combined weight is around


70 times more than the entire human population!



Entomologists (which is the name given to people who study insects)



have identified over 


one million different species. But who knows?



There could be 


nine million more



creepy crawlies just waiting to be discovered!


Bugs and insects play an essential role in maintaining


balance within every ecosystem. They pollinate plants,


produce valuable resources such as honey, wax, fabric  


and medicine, control harmful crop pests, and  


even serve as a food source themselves.


W


H


Y


 


W


E


N


E


E


D


M


I


N


I


B


E


A


S


T


S















7


Beetles


(Coleoptera)


Butterflies


and Moths


(Lepidoptera)


True Flies


(Diptera)


Ants, wasps,


and bees


(Hymenoptera)


ORDER


NUMBER OF SPECIES


EXAMPLES


300,000–


400,000


180,000


150,000


150,000


Ladybird


Stag beetle


Monarch butterfly


Gypsy moth


Mosquito


Fruit fly


Bullet ant


Honey bee


Insects can be found in every corner and crevice of the planet, but there is only one


that is native to Antarctica – it’s a wingless midge, called Belgica antarctica.


Insects can be divided into four main groups, or orders. Take a look!
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Imagine this! If you put ALL the creatures on Earth in a line,


Four out of every five animals would be minibeasts or



invertebrates (small creatures without backbones).


But, how can we begin to identify them? This chart might help!:


84% of creatures fall into this animal classification.



Some live on land, some are aquatic and others can fly. As well as insects, bugs and minibeasts,
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