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This book is dedicated to the great founders of this country and each generation of American patriots since who have understood that freedom is worth fighting for, and even dying for. To all the warriors who have poured out their blood on the altar of freedom, who have run to the sound of the guns because of devotion to country, I salute you. America is free because you were courageous.



FOREWORD
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I wish this book had never needed to be written.

It almost came too late.

America is recklessly accelerating toward economic disaster. Fed Up! may be the last warning sign to the danger that lies ahead.

Rick Perry, Texas governor for the past decade, is uniquely qualified to offer a firsthand perspective on why the United States—the most successful civilization in human history—is being threatened with economic collapse.

First Principles

Faith, freedom, and free enterprise are the pillars of a strong, safe, prosperous society. Rick knows that when these principles are protected, America succeeds, and when they are undermined, America fails. But the Left has a different belief. The Left believes that most people are not capable of pursuing happiness and that a strong centralized government is best able to provide for them. While claiming compassion for humanity, the Left’s policies are destructive to the human beings subject to them—as we have had to learn painfully again and again.

The Left’s self-serving solution to every crisis, economic or otherwise, and many of their own doing, is always the same: inflict higher taxes on Americans to create more government programs with more rules and regulations that result in less freedom, less innovation, less safety, and less prosperity.

The problem with the Left’s one solution, as Rick forcefully explains in the pages that follow, is that it doesn’t work. It’s never worked, and it never will work. The record shows it.

But what the record also shows is that when power and freedom are returned to the people, when people are rewarded for work, and when government holds the line on spending, individuals and opportunity thrive. We have seen that result most spectacularly recently in Texas, and in the mid-1990s with the Contract with America Congress, when I served as Speaker of the House.


The Texas Record

Upon taking office, President Barack Obama repeatedly said that he was open to ideas on health care policy and on reversing the economic crisis. But he had to look no further than Texas to see ideas and policies that work.

Texas has no state income tax, no capital gains tax, and no tax on corporate dividends. In contrast, California taxes all three. It has the highest state income tax rates in the nation, with a top rate of 10.3 percent and with most income earners paying 9.3 percent. The California sales tax stands at 8.25 percent. In Texas, the state sales tax rate is 6.25 percent. With both the highest personal income tax and the highest state sales tax in the nation, California also has the largest budget deficit of any state.

Texas has economically outperformed California by any measure. Since 1998, economic growth in Texas has been nearly 20 percent higher than it is in California. Since the end of the tech boom, the rate of real economic growth in Texas has been 48.5 percent higher than in California. From 1998 to 2007, personal income in Texas grew 21 percent faster than in California. Since 2002, real personal income has grown 46 percent faster in Texas. From 2000 to 2007, California lost a net of 1.2 million residents. Texas, over the same period, gained more than half a million in interstate migration, the third highest in the country.

Prior to 2003, Texas was losing doctors at an alarming rate due to predatory practices of trial lawyers who were driving up the cost of malpractice insurance. In 2003, the Texas legislature passed a measure to limit medical liability. In that same year, a state constitutional amendment was approved by voters to cap noneconomic damages awarded by juries. These two provisions reversed the trend and improved care, accessibility, and the overall economy by making Texas a more attractive place to live, work, and own a business. Malpractice claims dropped, and physician recruitment and retention went up. Doctors saved more than $50 million on insurance premiums, and hospitals’ insurance rates went down.

People in Texas, like anyone living in any state, have a choice. They can vote with their feet. Many living in California simply became fed up with their state’s high taxes and regulations. Many who moved out moved to Texas, where on average they are safer, freer, and more prosperous. Competition among the states is a powerful incentive for states to keep taxes and the cost of doing business low. And as this California versus Texas example shows, conservative economic policies work and socialist policies don’t.

Yet both the Obama administration and the Pelosi-Reid Congress continue to ignore success stories like Texas. They are going in the opposite direction, passing a massive government takeover of health care while planning similarly massive tax increases to pay for it and for the rest of their job-killing agenda.

Now, it may not be surprising that a politician from Chicago would not naturally look to the Lone Star State for solutions. And you wouldn’t expect a Texas governor to look in Illinois for answers (thankfully).

And that is precisely the point of this book. States have been called laboratories in democracy precisely because every problem potentially has fifty different approaches to solving it. Some solutions work in some states and not in others. Some states prefer some solutions over others. Some solutions may work in every state, and some just don’t work at all. But the best way to find the best solutions is to allow the states to discover what works best for them, without the federal government interfering.

In today’s global economy, each state is competing not only with other states for businesses, workers, and investors but also on a global level. The fact is, with the right principles and policies, you can make any place rich, as happened in Hong Kong.

Unfortunately, the opposite applies as well. With the wrong principles and the wrong policies, you can make any place poor, as happened in Detroit. In 1950, 1.8 million people called Detroit home. It ranked first in median income of all major cities in America. But after Detroit’s political leaders, ignoring the principles of freedom and free markets, governed with runaway government spending and taxes, Detroit shrank by more than half. Today, the Motor City is number 66 in median household income in a list of 68 major American cities. One-third of its residents are living below the poverty line, and the unemployment rate is the highest of any major metropolitan area in the country.



The Record of the Contract with America Congress

The Left’s willful ignorance of the historical record concerning principles and policies that work is not limited to Texas. The Left also ignores the success of the Contract with America Congress from just fifteen years ago.

Beginning in 1995, after the Republicans gained the majority in both Houses of Congress, the policies generated by the Contract with America set out to put America back on the road to prosperity and keep it there.

Among the historic accomplishments of this Congress were congressional accountability, welfare reform, fewer regulations, the lowest increase in federal spending since the 1920s, the first tax cuts in sixteen years, and the first four consecutive balanced budgets (reducing the public debt by over $400 billion) since the 1920s.

The federal deficit went from $107.4 billion in 1996 to a $125.6 billion surplus in 1999. During that time, unemployment dropped 1.4 percent, from 5.6 to 4.2 percent, with the creation of 8.4 million new jobs. The Dow Jones Industrial Average (DJIA) rose 140 percent, from 3,834 to 9,213, between January 1995 and January 1999.

By comparison, since 2008, the Democrat-controlled Congress has added an astonishing $4.6 trillion to the public debt, including $1.6 trillion in 2010 alone. Nearly 7 million jobs have been destroyed under the Pelosi-Reid Congresses between January 2007 and June 2010. Unemployment has risen 4.9 percent, from 4.6 to 9.5 percent. And would be 10.4 percent if it included discouraged workers, those individuals who are unemployed but are not actively seeking employment, usually because they have had no success finding a job after searching for a long time. The total number of unemployed and underemployed workers in July 2010 stood at an astonishing 26 million. Between January 2007 and August 2010, the DJIA dropped 1,823 points.*

During the 1990s, at the same time that the Republicans were cutting taxes, we were also cutting spending. As a share of the gross domestic product (GDP), federal spending fell from 20.2 percent in fiscal year 1996 to 18.5 percent in FY 1999. But even as the economy grew dramatically from 1994 to 1999, federal revenue as a percentage of GDP actually increased. That is, even with lower taxes and a higher GDP, more money came into the federal treasury.

The Pelosi-Reid Congresses have increased spending as a share of the GDP from 20.7 percent in FY 2008 to 25.4 percent in FY 2010, the highest since it spiked in FY 1945, at the end of World War II. Between FY 2007 (the last Republican budget) and FY 2011 Congress has increased spending by a total of $1.105 trillion.†

Since World War II, the average duration of a recession had been ten months, with the longest lasting sixteen months. July 2010 marked thirty-one months since the current recession began, and we’re still losing jobs.‡ Yet despite this fact, the Pelosi-Reid Congress has set in motion comprehensive, across-the-board tax-rate increases for next year on both businesses and investors that will extend the downturn indefinitely.



Moving Power Back to the People

The evidence of what works and what doesn’t is empirically irrefutable, yet the ideologically stubborn Keynesians in the Obama administration and the Pelosi-Reid Congress refuse to acknowledge it. They ignore both the Texas success under Governor Perry’s leadership and the Contract with America success in the 1990s.

Instead of pursuing the policies that have time and again demonstrated success, the Obama administration and the Pelosi-Reid Congress insist on following job-killing economic policies rather than the job-creating policies that we know work. Chief among these job-killing policies are a failed trillion-dollar stimulus package and the bound-to-fail “Obamacare.”

Unfortunately for America, the Obama administration is creating a job-killing economic system based on an ideology of centralizing power, which most people considered a failure after the collapse of the Soviet Union. These failed policies have brought us to the edge of the cliff. This gets us back to the importance of moving power away from Washington and back to the states and the local level.

For most of our history, Washington was a far-off place that had little influence on the daily lives of most Americans. More recently, the federal government has usurped or seduced enormous power away from local and state governments. There are in the United States today 513,000 elected local, state, and federal officials, but only 537 are elected on the federal level, or about one-tenth of 1 percent. Yet so much power has been consolidated in the hands of federally elected officials, as well as in the hands of unelected bureaucrats and federal judges. We need to reverse this trend or we will suffer lasting consequences.

Devolving power out of Washington is critical to our long-term survival. Rick has done a great service by explaining how we got here and what we can do about it. His position as governor of Texas gives him a tremendous platform for helping us change course and return to sound conservative fiscal policies. But he can’t do it alone. Every American has a duty to rein in the out-of-control federal government. Fed Up! is your handbook. It will arm you with the facts so that you can inform your family, friends, and neighbors. An informed citizenry is the best tool we have in the arsenal to defend our Republic.

Newt Gingrich, August 2010



PREFACE
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I grew up in Paint Creek, Texas. If you can’t find it on a map, I won’t be surprised. Just look for Haskell, Texas, population 3,000, and then go a few miles to the south and the east and you might find it. We were cotton farmers. We believed in God, we believed in taking care of ourselves and one another, and we believed that America was the greatest nation on earth. We still do.

Serving as the governor of Texas for almost ten years has given me a unique perspective on the current state of things in our country. And from my vantage point, I see a nation filled with good, hardworking people who are wondering what happened to the country they knew. It wasn’t so long ago that we were expected to pay our bills, we were able to pray at the town meeting, and we believed it was important to rely on ourselves or our families rather than government.

Now, cynics will say that I decided to write this book because I seek higher office. They are wrong: I already have the best job in America. I wrote this book because I believe that America is great but also that America is in trouble—and heading for a cliff if we don’t take immediate steps to change course. I wrote this book in the hopes that it will lead to a new conversation about the proper role of government in our lives and perhaps be a step toward renewing our collective appreciation for the genius of our nation’s federal system of government—when it works the way it is supposed to.

I believe that government is best when it is closest to the people. I believe that states are the critical components of our federal system of government, that the Founders recognized their importance, and that empowering the states is the best way to ensure our God-given right to live according to the dictates of our consciences. I believe that we have let establishment politicians on both sides of the aisle empower Washington at the expense of states, and thus our liberty. I believe that our fight today is to restore the proper balance of power in order to ensure that America can remain free and prosperous—and capable of continuing to lead the world.



1
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America Is Great, Washington Is Broken


A Constitution of Government once changed from Freedom, can never be restored. Liberty, once lost, is lost forever.

—JOHN ADAMS, LETTER TO ABIGAIL ADAMS, JULY 17, 17751



SOMETHING IS TERRIBLY WRONG. There is a sense among Americans that the world we have always known is in danger of being turned upside down.

Now, do not misunderstand me. America is great. Our nation has done, and continues to do, more for the cause of freedom around the world than any nation in the history of man. And our nation is filled with people, whether they were born here or came here in search of the American dream, who are driven by faith, determination, personal responsibility, and self-reliance. They are forging better lives for themselves and their children. This is the land of opportunity—a place where, after all, a rural cotton farmer from Paint Creek, Texas, can become governor.

Americans have fed more people, clothed more people, healed more people, and improved the lives of more people—and more quickly—than any other society the world has known. And we have done it by believing in the individual, by defending liberty, no matter the price, and by demonstrating a living, abiding faith that has compelled us throughout the generations to act against evil and to advance good.

But America is in trouble, and the people know it. We sense that our way of life and, perhaps more importantly, our ability to decide how we shall live, is no longer in our control but in the control of an increasingly powerful and oppressive national government—a government run by people who simply do not share our values or our beliefs and blatantly ignore its limits.

In short, it is not America that is broken; it is Washington that is broken.

You can’t argue with the fact that power has increasingly been consolidated in Washington. In 1960, the government of the United States spent approximately $92 billion annually, or $509 per person. By 1987, that figure had grown to $1 trillion, or $4,127 per person. This year, federal spending is projected to surpass $3.7 trillion, or $11,500 per person.2 There are over 2 million civilian federal employees, an additional 1.5 million in the U.S. military (that part is a good thing), and millions more involved in federal contracts. There are over 4,500 independent federal criminal laws and over 163,000 pages of federal regulations scattered across hundreds of agencies in 15 different departments.3 The federal tax code and its supporting regulations total over 9 million words across thousands of pages.4

The federal government is massive and grows more so by the day. Indeed, by the end of the 111th Congress, there will likely be more than 6,500 new bills introduced in the House of Representatives and 4,000 more in the Senate, designed, ostensibly, to cure the nation’s ills.5

Of course, it never occurs to the power brokers in Washington that perhaps they are the cause of much of what ails us. But it does occur to the American people. I have had the privilege of meeting and talking with tens of thousands of my fellow citizens from all walks of life, and I can tell you one thing for certain: the American people are fed up.

We are fed up with being overtaxed and overregulated. We are tired of being told how much salt we can put on our food, what windows we can buy for our house, what kind of cars we can drive, what kinds of guns we can own, what kind of prayers we are allowed to say and where we can say them, what political speech we are allowed to use to elect candidates, what kind of energy we can use, what kind of food we can grow, what doctor we can see, and countless other restrictions on our right to live as we see fit.

We are fed up with a federal government that has the arrogance to preach to us about how to live our lives, and the chutzpah to haul every baseball player and other “evildoer” in the world before a congressional committee—or some comic such as Stephen Colbert. Meanwhile, Congress, arguably one of the most incompetent regimes with one of the worst track records of mismanagement in the history of mankind, runs up over $13 trillion and counting in debt.

We are fed up with bailout after bailout and stimulus plan after stimulus plan, each one of which tosses principle out the window along with taxpayer money. We can’t even keep up with all the spending, be it the $700 billion Troubled Asset Relief Program (TARP), the auto industry bailout, the AIG bailout, or President Obama’s failed $787 billion “Recovery Act.” The list goes on and on.

We are fed up with a federal government that pledged $200 billion to bail out Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac when their mismanagement, coupled with ridiculous federal regulations, led to the inappropriate lending policies underlying the financial crisis in the first place. And we are fed up with tax credits that amount to pure giveaways to certain citizens at the expense of others—the government picking winners and losers based on circumstance and luck with no real benefit to the economy.

We are fed up with a Department of Homeland Security that refuses to secure our borders, resulting in more than 10 million people living in our country illegally, thousands more coming in daily from all over the world, and almost 1,000 children being born in our country every day to parents who are here illegally.6 Meanwhile, politicians use the issue of immigration as a political tool to divide Americans.

We are fed up with a self-interested Congress that spends its time earmarking over 9,000 pet projects in 2010 worth over $16 billion, a number Democrats tout as an accomplishment because it represents just over half of the peak amount of $29 billion under Republicans in 2006—all of which corrupts the political process and wastes our money.7

We are fed up with a Congress that often fails to even read the legislation it passes and that increasingly writes laws, such as the health care bill, that are over 2,000 pages long.

We are fed up with activist judges who tell us what is right and wrong and deny us the right to live as we see fit—from deciding when life begins and where the Ten Commandments can be displayed to telling the people how to punish criminals.

We are fed up that Social Security and Medicare teeter on the verge of bankruptcy, amassing unfathomable liabilities for future generations, that the federal government refuses to admit it, and that there is no leadership in Washington to do anything about it—unless you count yet another committee chaired by a retired senator that will no doubt be appointed to fix them.

We are fed up with a federal government arrogant enough to declare it knows more about our health than our doctor and that is willing to risk the best health care system in the world while blatantly lying that it is not on the path to a single-payer, government-run system.

But perhaps most of all we are fed up because deep down we know how great America has always been, how many great things the people have done in spite of their government, and how great the nation can be in the future if government will just get out of the way.

America is great. Yet for some in our nation, to make such a statement is considered arrogant, close-minded, or jingoistic—the kind of thing said by cowboys, as if it is a bad thing to be a cowboy.

At a press conference in Strasbourg in April 2009, President Barack Obama said in response to a question about the traditional notion of American exceptionalism, “I believe in American exceptionalism, just as I suspect that the Brits believe in British exceptionalism and the Greeks believe in Greek exceptionalism.”8

You got the first half right, Mr. President, but even if Greece were not facing an economic meltdown, I still believe that America is unique in its greatness. I believe that it is exceptional, and has been ever since its founding, because of its reliance on and belief in the individual, in liberty, in equal justice under law, in God, in a limited constitutional government, and in the willingness of its people to risk their lives in defense of those things around the world.

It is this willingness to defend liberty and answer the call of duty that most defines the exceptionalism of America. After I graduated from college at Texas A&M University in 1972, I was blessed to serve over four years in the United States Air Force flying C-130s. That experience had a profound impact on me and remains one of the proudest accomplishments of my life. But as proud as I am of that service, I confess that I stand in awe of the men and women in uniform today who are answering our country’s call.

One of the greatest parts about being governor of Texas is the time I get to spend meeting with those brave men and women, be it in my visits to the many great bases throughout the state, or in my travels overseas to such places as Iraq and Afghanistan. When I spend time with those who are putting their lives on the line in defense of liberty and our nation, I know that the great World War II generation has some competition for the title “greatest.” Never is that reality clearer than when I talk to the family of a young man or woman who has paid the ultimate sacrifice in defense of liberty.

These brave Americans are following in the footsteps of the generations that came before them. America has always answered the call to defend freedom. Throughout the past century, over 600,000 Americans have given their lives in defense of liberty, almost none of whom perished on American soil. More than another million were wounded during that time. And what have we asked for in return? Land. But not land taken in conquest—rather only, as General Colin Powell once noted, “enough land to bury our dead.”9 One need only take a trip to Normandy, France, where 9,387 Americans are buried—including thirty-three pairs of brothers buried side by side—under a sea of crosses and Stars of David, to realize our willingness to sacrifice.10

Just as no other nation in the history of mankind has sacrificed or given more for the cause of liberty or the pursuit of justice throughout the world, no other country has done more to promote economic prosperity or to improve the global standard of living than has ours. I have witnessed the greatness of America’s economic engine and her generosity firsthand. Thousands of entrepreneurs and hardworking Americans are laboring as we speak to create jobs and build the economy. The United States of America accounts for about 6 percent of the world’s landmass and less than 5 percent of its people, yet its economy generates almost 25 percent of global gross domestic product.11

Americans have won more Nobel Prizes than the citizens of any other country, a total of 38 percent of all Nobel Prizes awarded.12 The United States ranks among the freest economies in the world, and according to rankings published annually since 1973 by Freedom House for political freedom, civil liberties, and freedom of the press, the United States has received the highest possible rating each year since the inception of the survey.

Thousands of Americans are working every day to make the best health care system in the world even better, and saving countless lives in the process. The United States is the home of medical innovations ranging from the polio vaccine to the artificial heart. Thanks to the efforts of the March of Dimes and Dr. Jonas Salk, in 1994 polio was declared eradicated in all of the Americas. The measles vaccine was also invented in the United States, and endemic transmission of measles (among other formerly deadly diseases) has been virtually eliminated in the United States. The United States is home to about half of the 20 largest pharmaceutical companies in the world.13 More than 90 scientists either born or working in the United States have won the Nobel Prize in Physiology or Medicine.14

And because America is historically a country dedicated to freedom and equal justice under law, and also a country of opportunity, innovation, and invention, where our people are free to prosper as they push the boundaries of science and commerce, the lines at our door are long, and growing longer. Well over 3 million people from around the world are on a waiting list for a chance to come here to pursue the American dream, and some of those people have been on that list for 20 years.15 Still millions more risk imprisonment—or even their lives—to come here illegally, which, besides being a problem in and of itself, is indicative of how badly people want to come to this great nation.

I am particularly proud of the job states like Texas have done and continue to do in the face of the economic challenges that have gripped our nation in recent years. We know that the route to success is lower taxes, smaller government, and freedom for every individual, because we have seen it work. Indeed, the well-known economist Ray Perryman has pegged Texas as the “last in and first out” of this current economic crisis because of our job growth at the end of 2009 and an unemployment rate that has stayed well below the national average.

Indeed, the Texas unemployment rate is the lowest among the nation’s ten largest states, as is our state’s level of debt, according to Forbes magazine. We have also produced more private-sector jobs than any other state in the nation over the past ten years, and earlier this year, Texas was named the top exporting state in the country for the eighth straight year. That’s what happens when you free up citizens to compete. And as a result, we were able to finish our last legislative session with a balanced budget, a tax cut for 40,000 small businesses, and over $8 billion set aside for our state’s “rainy-day fund.” In fact, Texas and Alaska are responsible for two-thirds of all state dollars set aside in reserve. A sad indictment on the rest of America, this is a source of pride for those of us in Austin.

This is not to say Texas and Texans aren’t struggling, too. But by remaining committed to the idea that Americans prosper when left free from government interference, and by remaining patient and working hard, Texas is leading the nation through the economic turmoil.

Beyond our economy, our greatness in Texas and throughout America is observed in the character of our people. Take a moment to consider the outpouring of love and charity demonstrated by the citizens of my state and others around the nation to those desperate souls suffering in the wake of Hurricane Katrina and countless other devastating events. The people of Harris County did not hesitate to welcome as many as 200,000 residents of New Orleans, processing tens of thousands of evacuees and working hard to find shelter, food, clothes, medicine, and other basic necessities.

Americans freely give billions of dollars, volunteer countless hours, and otherwise devote their lives to help those here at home and around the world who are in need. Of course, the U.S. government consistently contributes more toward overseas aid than the government of any other country, but what is far more impressive is the amount individual Americans give in voluntary donations. U.S. private giving to poor nations reached $37.3 billion in 2008.16 The next highest were the United Kingdom and Germany, which each gave less than $2 billion. Total charitable giving in the United States is estimated by the Giving USA Foundation to be $303.74 billion in 2009, exceeding $300 billion for the third consecutive year.17

There has never been a challenge our nation has not risen to meet, driven by a people blessed by the Almighty and given by our forefathers a historically limited government that frees the individual to achieve greatness. That is the story of our America.

So America is great, and it’s worth saving. But what are we saving it from? In the largest sense, we’re saving it from Washington. Our “historically limited government” no longer is very limited; in fact, it has been turned on its head.

The Constitution established a general government of limited, enumerated powers specifically to prevent the consolidation of power in Washington and to leave all remaining powers with the states or the people. This important concept was purposefully memorialized in the Bill of Rights. The Tenth Amendment to the Constitution reads:

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people.


But the endless arrogance in Washington demonstrates a total disrespect for the Constitution and for the limits on federal power that the Constitution requires. By forsaking the very framework of government given to us by the Founders, we have allowed government to control us instead of controlling the government ourselves. The American people are increasingly aware of this and find it maddening.

It is not just the separation of powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches that limits the consolidation of power. What was particularly ingenious of the Founders was their crafting of a unique form of government that also spread power between the state and the general governments—both sovereigns, if you will. Dividing the government’s authority preserves liberty, and by limiting the general government’s powers and leaving the rest to the states, the Founders made sure that most decision making would be handled at the level closest to, and most accountable to, the people.

Ask yourself this: are you most likely to gain the attention of the President or your local mayor? Your U.S. senator or your local city councilman? Your congressman or your local state representative? The answer is obvious. Your city council, your mayor, your local school board, and often even your state representative are people who live and work in your neighborhood. These are people you are likely to be able to influence and whom you can more easily hold accountable. So, is it better for them or for Washington to have more power over your life? The Founders knew the answer to this question over two hundred years ago, and they were right.

We can all still be proud Americans while acknowledging that we simply do not agree on many fundamental issues. We are a diverse people—incapable of being governed from a faraway capital by people who do not share our values. Recognizing this fact is critical to the preservation of a free state. Federalism enables us to live united as a nation, with a federal government that is focused on our national security and that has specific enumerated powers, while we live in states with like-minded people who share our values and beliefs. Crucial to understanding federalism in modern-day America is the concept of mobility, or “the ability to vote with your feet.” If you don’t support the death penalty and citizens packing a pistol, don’t come to Texas. If you don’t like medicinal marijuana and gay marriage, don’t move to California.

For too long, the silent majority has sat idly by, allowing the political establishment to wage an assault not just on the Constitution and the fundamental American principle of limited government, but on the very idea that it is a government closest to the people that best guarantees the blessings of liberty.

The political establishment responsible for this assault consists primarily of two camps.

First, there are those who believe in the primacy of the government over the individual, referred to as liberals, so-called Progressives, or statists. I do not care which descriptor you use—whether they are Democrat or Republican, whether they are well intentioned or ill-, whether they deny it or not—they simply do not believe in those things that have made our nation the greatest in the history of the world. They do not believe what I believe.

The statists believe in a powerful, activist central government that advances a radical secular agenda in the name of compassion. They hide behind misguided notions of empathy and push token talking points about fighting for “the little guy,” all the while empowering the federal government to coercively and blatantly undermine state-, local-, and self-governance.

Second, there are those who enable the statists—a group largely made up of old-guard Republicans, sometimes professing a questionable belief in conservatism—who are complicit in expanding Washington at the expense of the states and the people. They cowardly and selfishly empower themselves politically by compromising liberty issue by issue, often selling principle for a bridge, a museum, or some building named after them back in their home district or state. It is not enough to pay lip service to limited government or conservative principles if you go forward promoting and embracing flawed, misguided policies that expand the size and scope of the federal government.

Now, let me clear up one thing. I am a proud Republican. As frustrated as I am at many in my own party for their waste and incompetence, and as many good friends as I have in the Democratic Party, I am firmly convinced that there is no comparison between the two political parties in modern, twenty-first-century America. As I have said before, “Republicans often aren’t on the right page—indeed, some aren’t even in the right chapter. But most are in the right book. Most Democrats today, on the other hand, can’t even find the library.”

And what I mean by that is simple. Republicans, in general, believe in low taxes, low regulation, less spending, free-market health care, constitutionalist judges, protecting innocent life, enforcing our laws and our borders, peace through strength, empowering the states, and generally advocating principles closer to limited government than not. On the other hand, most of my Democrat friends—unfortunately—generally believe in higher taxes, more regulation, more spending, government-run health care, activist judges, choice over life, open borders, capitulation to our enemies, a more powerful Washington, and generally a bigger and more active government than not.

The truth is, I really don’t care what party the statist is in. The fact of the matter is, it is the statist, and those who support or enable him, who is the problem. For too long he has undermined this country by empowering the national government at the expense of liberty. An America defined by the statist in Washington is an America doomed to fail.

But I don’t believe that is our fate. I believe in an America defined by the people and by the concept of liberty, an America that will prosper and continue to lead the world. I believe in an America that will stand up to and call out the establishment for what they are, and will change the course of history by stripping them of their power at the ballot box and by exercising the power of the states to stop blindly accepting every demand the federal government makes.

It is the call of our generation—of you and me—to fight to preserve, as Ronald Reagan referred to our great nation, “the last best hope of man on earth.” At stake is the birthright of our children—their right to proudly proclaim that they are American and for that to be synonymous with liberty and the willingness to sacrifice for it. At stake is the future not just of our nation but, the future of self-government and the right of the people to live free according to the dictates of their conscience.

In short, it is not enough to be fed up. We must act.

Hundreds of thousands of patriotic Americans have taken to the streets in protest—invoking the historic Boston Tea Party in the process. They are running for office and swarming the voting booths, sending shock waves from Massachusetts to Hawaii. Their anger is directed against the establishment—that lumbering mass of old-guard politicians who do not understand that there is a quiet revolution taking place. And the shock waves are being felt on both sides of the political aisle.

These are the political winds that shape our time. We have now seen in several consecutive elections that the American people are indeed fed up. Over the course of just two elections, Republicans lost 14 seats in the U.S. Senate and 53 seats in the U.S. House between 2006 and 2008. This year, however, the situation has reversed, and Republicans are the ones who have gained seats.

This is just the beginning of our fight. Our cause is simple: to restore the balance of power intended by our Founders but forsaken by secular progressives determined to say what government will do for the people rather than allowing people to do what they can do for themselves. Our goal is to take power away from Washington and instead empower states, communities, and individuals, because America’s future greatness is inextricably intertwined with states pushing back.

Our Founding Fathers had a vision of states working together but also competing against one another to put different ideas in play, seeing which ones work, which ones don’t, and then allowing governors and legislatures to look around and say, “You know what? That’s a good idea over there.” Restoring that vision will enable us to live according to our beliefs and our values—and to prosper according to the fruits of our labor, free from interference from a faraway bureaucrat, legislator, or judge.

Our fight to save America from Washington might well be the last chance for the last best hope of man on earth. America the people, and America the idea, endure. Whether they continue to endure is up to us. The good news is that the American people always rise to a challenge.



2


[image: image]

Why States Matter


Were not this great country already divided into states, that division must be made, that each might do for itself what concerns itself directly, and what it can so much better do than a distant authority.

—THOMAS JEFFERSON, Autobiography1



WHY DO STATES MATTER? In fact, why even have states at all? Why establish a boundary between Virginia and Maryland or between Texas and Oklahoma? Why bother with separate governments—choosing to drive with a South Carolina driver’s license, attend a Texas school, obtain a license to practice law or medicine in New York, get a hunting license in Alaska, or get married with a license in Georgia? Why empower states instead of having a single, powerful national government?

The simplest answer is this: Americans want to live free. They want to gather together with people of common beliefs and goals to establish communities in which they can prosper. They do not want to be told how to live their lives. They certainly don’t want some faraway bureaucrat, judge, or representative of a different community to tell them how to live. That liberty has been the essence of America ever since the colonists came here.
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