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Introduction



This book is designed to support your understanding of the key themes, topics and people significant to the period of US history between ca. 1400 and 1877. Cambridge International AS Level History (syllabus code 8101) offers an education in understanding the changes that characterized the period. The book has been endorsed by Cambridge International Education and is listed as an endorsed textbook for students studying the syllabus.

This introduction gives you an overview of:


	●  the content you will study for Cambridge International AS Level US History up to 1877


	●  the structure of the syllabus


	●  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.





1 What you will study

The period from ca. 1400 to 1877 witnessed huge transformations in North America which culminated in the development of the United States. In the fifteenth century, a wide range of different Indigenous peoples populated the continent, their lifestyles, cultures and societies shaped by their environment. Contact with explorers and traders brought changes and Europeans began to establish settlements. Relations between the Indigenous people and the settlers were not initially hostile, but conflict developed and the introduction of firearms and horses, and the spread of disease, had an adverse impact on Indigenous tribes. By the mid-seventeenth century, thirteen British colonies were established on the Eastern Seaboard and, in the southern colonies especially, plantation agriculture depending on race-based chattel slavery developed. By the mid-eighteenth century, the colonists were beginning to resent Britain’s attempts to tighten its grip over them and in 1776 declared their independence. The American Revolution followed and by the end of the 1780s, the United States was a republic, forging its own political institutions and identity. Debates about the nature of society, the expansion of the USA, the rights of women and the impact of economic growth dominated the early nineteenth century. As the United States expanded its territory, the issue of whether new states should be “slave” or “free” began to dominate politics. Ultimately, this caused a rift between north and south and in 1861 Civil War broke out. The war had an enormous impact on the lives of all Americans. By the time the north emerged victorious in 1865, formerly enslaved people were emancipated. However, the process of reconstructing the Union posed challenges. In 1877 reconstruction ended and many were left questioning how effective it had been. These huge political, social and economic transformations form the core of this book.

This book covers the following topics up to 1877:



   	●  Chapter 1, Indigenous Societies, European Colonization and the Atlantic World ca. 1400–ca. 1800, considers the impact of colonization on Indigenous peoples, examines the motives and impacts of European settlement, and explores the impacts of the Atlantic world on the British colonies in North America.


	●  Chapter 2, The American Revolution and the Emergence of a New Nation, ca. 1765–ca. 1815, examines the reasons for the Patriots’ desire for separation from Britain and the events and social impacts of the American Revolution and independence. The chapter also considers how the republic was formed and the issues that led to the development of political parties.


	●  Chapter 3, A Changing New Nation, ca. 1820–50, considers how and why politics in the USA changed in this period, and examines the reasons why reform movements emerged and how effective they were in achieving their aims. Contemporary arguments about enslavement and increased support for abolition are also explored. 


	●  Chapter 4, The Impacts of Expansion, ca. 1800–77, examines the reasons for and impacts of economic development, considers how western expansion impacted politics and culture, and explores the consequences of expansion for Indigenous peoples.


	●  Chapter 5, The American Civil War and Reconstruction, 1846–77, starts by examining why sectional divisions grew increasingly bitter in the 1840s and 1850s, and the reasons why war broke out in 1861. The impact of the Civil War on a wide range of social groups, both in military terms and on the home front, is explored. The course of the war and reasons for northern victory are discussed and the processes and outcomes of reconstruction are evaluated.





2 Structure of the syllabus

The information in this section is based on the Cambridge International Education syllabus. You should always refer to the appropriate syllabus document for the year of examination to confirm the details and for more information. The syllabus document is available on the website: www.cambridgeinternational.org. Cambridge International AS Level US History to 1877 is assessed through two papers: a Historical Sources Paper and an Outline Study.


	●  Paper 1: For Paper 1 you need to answer one two-part document question. This counts for 40 percent of the AS Level. The topic for the Historical Sources Paper is The American Civil War and Reconstruction, 1846–77 and is covered in Chapter 5 of this book.


	●  Paper 2: For Paper 2 you need to answer two two-part questions from a choice of four questions (one on each of the four Paper 2 topics). You must answer both parts of the question you choose. This counts for 60 percent of the AS Level. Paper 2 is covered in Chapters 1 through 4.




Examination questions

For Paper 1 there will be two parts to each question. For part (a) you will be expected to compare two sources on one aspect of the material. For part (b) you will be expected to use all four sources and your knowledge of the period to address how far the sources support a given view.

For Paper 2 you will select two questions from the four options on the US ca. 1400 to ca. 1877. Questions on The Civil War and Reconstruction of 1846–77 are not included in this paper. There will be two parts to each question. Part (a) requires a causal explanation and part (b) requires you to develop a balanced answer in response to a given question. You will need to answer both parts of the question you choose.

Command words

When choosing the two essay questions, keep in mind that it is vital to answer the actual question that has been asked, not the one that you might have hoped for. A key to doing well is understanding the demands of the question. Cambridge International AS Level History uses key terms and phrases known as command words. The command words are listed below:








	Command word

	What it means






	Compare

	Identify/comment on similarities and/or differences




	Explain

	Set out purposes or reasons/make the relationships between things evident/provide why and/or how and support with relevant evidence






Questions may also use phrases such as:


	●  How far do the sources support the view…?


	●  How far was … the key factor/the main reason…?


	●  How successful/How important was…?


	●  How far do you agree…?


	●  To what extent...?






Key concepts

The syllabus also focuses on developing your understanding of a number of key concepts and these are also reflected in the nature of the questions set in the examination. The key concepts for AS History are as follows:

[image: ] Cause and consequence

The events, circumstances, actions, and beliefs that have a direct causal connection to consequential events and developments, circumstances, actions or beliefs. Causes can be both human and non-human.

[image: ] Change and continuity

The patterns, processes and interplay of change and continuity within a given time frame.

[image: ] Similarity and difference

The patterns of similarity and difference that exist between people, lived experiences, events and situations in the past.

[image: ] Significance

The importance attached to an event, individual or entity in the past, whether at the time or subsequent to it. Historical significance is a constructed label that is dependent upon the perspective (context, values, interests, and concerns) of the person ascribing significance and is therefore changeable.

The icons above appear next to questions to show where key concepts are being tested and what they are.

Answering assessment questions

It is important that you organize your time well during an assessment. In other words, do not spend too long on one question and leave yourself short of time. Before you begin a question, take a few minutes to draw up a brief plan of the major points you want to make and your argument. You can then tick them off as you make them. This is not a waste of time as it will help you produce a coherent and well-organized response with a conclusion rather than a response that lacks coherency and jumps from point to point. Whoever reads your answers will focus on what you have done right, rather than what you have done wrong.

Answering source questions

For a Comparison Question you should be able to


	●  make a developed comparison of the two sources


	●  identify both similarities and differences in the evidence that two sources give about a particular issue and develop them with content from the sources


	●  use contextual knowledge and source evaluation to explain the similarities and/or differences.




For questions that ask you to analyse more than two sources you should be able to


	●  identify whether sources support or challenge the statement in the question


	●  use source content to explain how the source supports or challenges the statement


	●  use your contextual knowledge to help you understand and analyze the sources


	●  recognize nuance in the sources where appropriate.




A well-written answer for a source question should


	●  evaluate the sources to reach a considered judgment as to how far the sources support the view stated in the question.




If you are writing a timed essay about sources where you cannot choose a question to answer, you may find it helpful to


	●  spend ten minutes reading the sources carefully


	●  identify the key terms and phrases in the question so that you remain focused on the actual question


	●  underline any quotations you will use to support your arguments.






Answering essay questions

Both the short and long answer questions should


	●  be well focused


	●  be well supported by precise and accurate evidence


	●  reach a relevant and supported conclusion or judgment


	●  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of historical processes


	●  demonstrate a clear understanding of connections between causes.




Your essay should include an introduction which sets out your main points. Do not waste time copying out the question but do define any key terms that are in the question. The strongest essays will show awareness of different possible approaches to the question. You will need to write an in-depth analysis of your main points in several paragraphs, providing detailed and accurate information to support them. Each paragraph will focus on one of your main points and be directly related to the question. Finally, you should write a concluding paragraph. All of these skills are developed throughout the book in the Study skills section at the end of each chapter.

If you need to choose multiple questions to answer


	●  circle the two questions you intend to answer


	●  identify the command terms, keywords and phrases so you remain focused on them


	●  then spend a short period of time planning your answers.





3 About this book

Coverage of the course content

This book addresses the key areas listed in the Cambridge International syllabus. The content follows closely the layout and sequence of the Cambridge syllabus with each chapter representing each topic. Chapters start with an introduction outlining key questions they address. Each key question is accompanied by content that you are expected to understand and deploy when addressing the key question. Throughout the chapters, you will find the following features to aid your study of the course content.

Key terms

Key terms are the important terms you need to know to gain an understanding of the period. These are highlighted in the text the first time they appear in the book and are defined in the margin. They also appear in the glossary at the end of the book.

Key figures and profiles

Key figures highlight important individuals. Some chapters contain profiles that offer more information about the importance and impact of the individual. This information can be very useful in understanding certain events and providing supporting evidence to your arguments.

Sources

Throughout the book, you will encounter both written and visual sources. Historical sources are important components in understanding more fully why specific decisions were taken, how events and policies were viewed at the time, and the impacts they had on different groups of people. They also help to explain both causes and consequences of past developments. The sources are accompanied by questions to help you dig deeper into US History to 1877. To help with analyzing the sources think about the message of the sources, their purpose, and their usefulness for a particular line of enquiry. The questions that accompany the source will help you with this.



Activities

Activities and tasks throughout the book will help you develop conceptual understanding and consolidate knowledge.

Summary diagrams

At the end of each section is a summary diagram which gives a visual summary of the content of the section. It is intended as an aid for revision. Try copying the diagram into your own set of notes and, using information from the chapter, provide precise examples to develop each point. This will help build your knowledge of the issues that relate to the key question.

Chapter summaries

At the end of each chapter is a short summary of the content of that chapter. This is intended to help you consolidate your knowledge and understanding of the content.

Refresher questions

Questions at the end of each chapter will serve as a useful tool to test your knowledge of what you have read. These will serve as prompts and show where you have gaps in your knowledge and understanding.

Study skills

At the end of each chapter, you will find guidance on how to approach writing a successful essay and also how to evaluate sources. These pages take you step by step through different essay types and how to approach them. There are also sample essay responses with analysis and guidance. These are not answers by past students or full responses to the questions. We have written these to help you to see what a successful essay might look like.

End of the book

The book concludes with the following sections:

Glossary

All key terms in the book are defined in the glossary.

Further reading

This contains a list of books that may help you with further independent research. At this level of study, it is important to read around the subject and not just solely rely on the content of this textbook. The further reading section will help you with this.








Overview



This course is designed to develop an understanding of key events, trends, and developments which shaped America and Americans between ca. 1400 and 1877. It spans the period from pre-contact between North Americans and Indigenous peoples to the end of reconstruction.

At the beginning of the period, Indigenous peoples populated North America. Their lifestyles varied according to the environment in which they lived. Some were farmers, others hunter-gatherers, and their settlements and social and political structures were different based on how and where they lived. By 1877, the lives of Indigenous peoples had changed considerably. Conflict with settlers and other tribes became more deadly with the introduction of European firearms, and disease ravaged the Indigenous population. Fundamentally different approaches to concepts of ownership saw significant land losses and settler expansion on Indigenous lands. By 1877, a series of wars had further reduced the population and reservations and assimilation polices had been introduced. The experience of the Indigenous peoples is a key theme of this book.

North America underwent radical political change from the colonies under British rule to an independent republic. In the early eighteenth century, relations between the colonists and the British were generally harmonious. However, costly European wars, influential for the development of the United States in several ways, meant Britain attempted to tighten its control over the colonies. The reaction against this by the colonists led to the Declaration of Independence and the establishment of the republic. Debates over how the United States should be governed, where power resided and who should vote dominated the nineteenth century.

War is a recurring theme. Sometimes, wars that took place far from North America had a significant impact in bringing about change. At other times, war was fought on American land. These wars involved many different groups of people and had a range of impacts. Indigenous people, women, African Americans and Hispanic Americans all became involved and were affected in different ways. Their roles in war, either on the home front or in fighting, are considered here along with the changes brought about by war.

Economic opportunities and the search for gold were key drivers for European powers to establish settlements in North America. British colonies on the Eastern Seaboard became increasingly important and the development of plantations had significant social and economic impacts. The USA possessed vast resources and by the mid-nineteenth century an industrial revolution was taking place, especially in the north. Immigrants, often facing hardship and prejudice at home, were attracted by the employment opportunities and freedom which the United States seemed to offer. However, immigration and migration were controversial and the debates surrounding these are explored. The causes and impacts of economic changes is a recurring theme.

American culture and society changed during this period and was much debated. Ideas from the Enlightenment were important, as was a religious revival, as people considered the kind of society they wanted for the new Republic. Some saw the opportunity to establish new ways of living and others argued for reform to improve and create a more equal society. The political and legal status of women was a prominent issue, especially from the mid-nineteenth century. However, debates over enslavement were among the most politically divisive, playing a significant part in the outbreak of the Civil War. Race-based chattel enslavement had existed in North America for over two centuries and one of the most significant developments, emancipation and its impact up to 1877, is covered here.

The book explores this period of significant political upheaval, territorial expansion, economic development and social change. It is divided into five chapters which cover these key themes. The course considers the experiences of a wide range of different social groups, examining the issues they faced and exploring how political and economic developments changed their lives. This course covers the causes, chronological sequence, and effects of events. It looks at individual topics up to 1877 to build an overall knowledge and understanding of the factors, people, and developments which had shaped America by the end of reconstruction in 1877.


1 Indigenous Societies, European Colonization and the Atlantic World ca. 1400s–ca. 1800

This chapter considers the impact of colonization on Indigenous peoples and examines the motives and impact of European settlement. North America witnessed significant changes between the fifteenth and eighteenth centuries. The continent was populated by many groups of Indigenous peoples with different lifestyles and social structures. The first explorers encountered people who farmed, trapped fur to trade and lived off the land. The arrival of settlers led to change, and tension, between settlers and Indigenous peoples and conflict between Indigenous groups. European powers set up colonies. From the early 1600s a series of British colonies developed on the Eastern Seaboard and plantations, growing profitable crops such as rice, tobacco, and indigo, were established. Labor was scarce and enslaved people were imported to work on the plantations. The experiences of enslaved people are explored in this chapter. In this period there were close links between Britain and its colonies and, although most colonies enjoyed a degree of political independence, culture and society reflected British and European influences.


2 The American Revolution and the Emergence of a New Nation, ca. 1765–ca. 1815

This chapter considers the reasons why, despite their mostly harmonious relationship with Britain, demands for independence developed, and considers the causes and impact of the American Revolution and independence. The chapter also considers how the Republic was formed and the issues which led to the development of political parties.

By the mid-1760s relations between Britain and the colonies were strained. To recover losses from foreign wars, Britain imposed several new taxes on the colonies. The colonists objected to taxation without representation and resented Britain’s attempts to tighten control over the colonies. The controversy raised by British actions raged for 12 years. In 1775 the American Revolution began at Lexington and Concord. At this stage, the rebellion was not supported by all the colonists but the failure to reach a compromise meant that by the summer of 1776 many Americans were in favor of the Declaration of Independence. An association of independent colonies, ruled by a Congress, eventually gained their independence in 1783. The war had a huge impact on society and women, African Americans, and Indigenous people all became involved on both sides. After much debate, the Constitution was agreed, and George Washington became president. The Founding Fathers had envisaged a government which was not divided by political faction. However, different views emerged. Hamilton and the Federalists wanted the United States to become a modern, commercial, and financial power with a strong government. Jefferson and the Democratic Republicans wanted greater rights for states and had a more rural vision. European conflict played an important role again, leading to the purchase of Louisiana from France in 1803. However, tension with Europe remained and war broke out in 1812. The new Republic defended itself, had its new territories confirmed and was ready to continue its westward expansion.


3 A Changing New Nation, ca. 1820–50

The period between 1820 and 1850 saw significant political and social change. Divisions over key issues such as states’ rights, taxes, and internal improvements helped to solidify the positions of the Whigs and the Democrats. However, small parties which focused on specific issues, such as immigration, were formed during this period. Quite often these were absorbed by the larger parties, but they represented the concerns of key groups of Americans. Ideas about society changed, influenced by the Second Great Awakening. New ideas and a reaction against the changes brought by the Market Revolution encouraged some to establish alternative societies and others to campaign for social improvements. Demands for reforms to reduce alcohol consumption and to improve the legal and political position of women gained support. The most divisive issue of all, however, was around whether enslavement should be abolished. Growing pressure for abolition in the north was fueled by religious and moral ideas which had their roots in the Enlightenment, and formerly enslaved people, women, and church leaders became influential in spreading abolitionist ideas. Meanwhile southern planters cited cultural, economic, and even religious ideas in a bid to justify the continued practice of enslavement.


4 The Impacts of Expansion, ca. 1800–77

Developments in transport, including improvements in roads, canal building, and the construction of railroads, encouraged industrialization and expansion. While this meant greater economic opportunities for some, especially in the north, it also encouraged immigration. Immigrants came to the USA for several reasons; Germans were attracted by the political freedom offered; Irish immigrants wanted an escape from poverty. However, they faced challenges in terms of poor living and working conditions, and prejudice. The conditions in the industrial cities encouraged some to seek a new future in the west. The California Gold Rush, the Pacific Railroad and the Homestead Act of 1862 all encouraged western immigrants. Chinese immigrants who came as miners and stayed to build the railroads faced particularly difficult circumstances.

Between 1819 and 1848 the United States expanded through the purchase, takeover, and acquisition by war of new territories. Expansion was controversial and the status of enslavement in the new states became the subject of increasingly bitter debate. Western expansion had a significant impact on the Indigenous peoples and in the 1830s it became federal policy to remove many from their ancestral lands onto reservations. However, these came under pressure from expansion and the discovery of gold. The reservation policy, land losses and attempts to make the Indigenous people assimilate into American society meant the 1860s and 1870s were characterised by a series of clashes between the US government and Indigenous nations.


5 The American Civil War and Reconstruction, 1846–77

By 1846 the United States was showing worrying signs of division. Gaining new territories in the west intensified the debate about enslavement. Although the 1850 Compromise calmed the situation for a while, tensions escalated into violence following the Kansas-Nebraska Act in 1854. When Republican Abraham Lincoln was elected as president in 1860, seven southern states carried out their threat and seceded from the Union. The attack on Fort Sumter in April 1861 led to the outbreak of Civil War. Although the Union was economically stronger than the south, it took four years to defeat the Confederacy. The war had a huge impact on the lives of Americans. Women, African Americans, Hispanic Americans, and Indigenous people became involved on the front line. On the home front there was economic hardship and social conflict erupted, partly caused by conscription policies. On 1 January 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which brought about the liberation of enslaved people at the end of the war. However, mending the divide between north and south was a difficult challenge and there was controversy over reconstruction. Disputes between President Johnson and Congress and financial problems meant that policies failed. The Freedmen’s Bureau was abandoned, and formerly enslaved people were prevented from exercising their political and civil rights. A myth which denied that enslavement had been a cause of the civil war began to develop.















1  Indigenous Societies, European Colonization, and the Atlantic World, ca. 1400–ca. 1800







Introduction


This chapter covers a period when North America changed in many significant ways. It considers how the lives of the Indigenous peoples were affected by European settlement. Motives for the establishment of colonies are explored, along with their development. The last part of the chapter specifically focuses on the development of British colonies in the seventeenth century.


It examines the following key questions:




	►  How and why did Indigenous peoples and Europeans impact each other in North America?



	►  Why did distinct colonial societies and economies develop in North America?



	►  How and why did the Atlantic world shape the British colonies in North America?











KEY DATES


















	1450

	 

	Iroquois form League of Five Nations (Haudenosaunee)






	1492

	 

	Columbus reaches the Americas






	1603

	 

	Iroquois/Beaver Wars start






	1607

	 

	First tobacco plantations founded at Jamestown, Virginia






	1620

	 

	Foundation of New Plymouth by British settlers






	1622

	 

	Virginia Algonquins rebel






	1636–37

	 

	Pequot War in New England






	1651–73

	 

	Navigation Acts






	1664

	 

	British take New Amsterdam






	1675–78

	 

	Metacom’s War in New England






	1680

	 

	Pueblo Revolt destroys Spanish colony of New Mexico






	1701

	 

	Iroquois make peace with French and Indigenous allies, Great Peace of Montreal






	1704–06

	 

	Carolina’s Indigenous allies destroy Spanish missions in Florida






	1730s–40s

	 

	First Great Awakening
















1.1 How and why did Indigenous peoples and Europeans impact each other in North America?


The settlement of North America started long before the arrival of the Europeans in 1492. It is thought that the first Americans migrated from Siberia in northeast Asia across the Bering Strait during the Ice Age, some 15,000 to 12,000 years ago, when a land bridge was formed as sea levels dropped. They were followed about 9,000 years ago by a second group, and then around 5,000 years ago a third group followed. These groups spread out across North America and into South America. By the time Europeans arrived it is estimated that the population of the Americas was more than 50 million, with some 4 to 6 million living in North America. An important development was the domestication of maize (corn) in about 5000bce as it allowed the Indigenous peoples, who had been hunter-gatherers, to live in villages and for more complex societies to develop.


Regional groups of Indigenous peoples across North America and their lifestyles prior to the arrival of Europeans


The lifestyle of the different groups of Indigenous peoples or nations varied considerably and depended on the geography of the region in which they settled. The climatic conditions impacted the food they grew or hunted. The geography and climate also impacted the social structure of their societies, both in terms of the nature of the settlements but also the tasks undertaken by the men and women. Some groups were nomadic but others were settled and lived in small villages or larger towns. The nature of their shelter therefore varied considerably from moveable cone-shaped dwellings to stone structures. Their ability to grow crops or hunt also had an impact on the development of trading networks. These were in place long before the arrival of Europeans. The tribes also followed different religious practices, although they were usually centered around nature and their environment. It is therefore clear that the Indigenous peoples lived a variety of lifestyles. However, this section will divide America into five parts and consider:




	●  nature of the settlements



	●  diets and food sources



	●  trading patterns



	●  sociopolitical organization



	●  religious beliefs.








KEY TERM


Nomadic People who move from place to place, often with the changing seasons.





Groups of eastern North America and the Great Lakes


This region was first settled in the period 200bce–500ce. Settlers were attracted by the climate and waterways. The climate made the area good for farming and it was in this region that the Algonquin, Iroquois, Mohican, Huron, and Susquehannock were to be found.


These peoples began as hunter-gatherers but moved from this to the “three sisters” farming of corn, beans, and squash. These crops were beneficial to each other if planted together. The corn provided a trellis for the beans, while the squash protected the root system of the corn. Some of the peoples maintained their hunter-gatherer lifestyle when they first started to farm to ensure they had sufficient food—this was seen most notably among the Algonquins. Those peoples who were near rivers fished for salmon and caught shellfish. The lands were obviously productive as intricate pottery and baskets were made for harvesting and to store surplus crops.


Surplus crops were used for trade. In return for their crops, people obtained shells, pearls, copper, and silver. Trade developed with groups outside the region and also between tribes within the region. The Susquehannocks traded Wampum beads for nets and furs with the Huron.




KEY TERM


Wampum beads Shell beads made from white and purple mollusc shells. They are still used by some Indigenous peoples for ornamental and ceremonial purposes.








[image: North American map showing regions including Arctic, Subarctic, Pacific Coast, Great Basin, Southwest, Plains, Southeast, Northeast, and Mesoamerica, and the tribes inhabiting them]

Figure 1.1 The different regions of Northern America and a few of the Indigenous peoples that inhabited them




Many peoples lived in large walled settlements and villages of a few hundred people, though Hochelaga (Montreal) had a population of several thousand. The region became more urbanized as agriculture developed and people looked to live together in fortified villages to protect the harvest. The most common feature of their living quarters was the longhouse, which could be up to 30 meters in length. However, tribes that continued to hunt had less-permanent settlements and tended to live in cone-shaped dwellings that were easy to dismantle, move, and reassemble. These peoples also began the tradition of mound building, which would extend into the southeast region (see Source 1.1). Although the purpose of these structures is uncertain, it is most likely that they were used for ceremonial events and burials.


Many of those living in eastern North America and around the Great Lakes did not have the social hierarchy that was found in the southeast. Despite this, there were different roles for men and women within society, with the women gathering berries and cultivating the crops, while the men hunted and occasionally helped with farming. Nevertheless, gendered division of labor was not determined by European-style attitudes to the roles of men and women, which is demonstrated by the fact that women in the Five Nations chose political leaders.


There was rivalry between the tribes, which intensified as settlers arrived. The Iroquois were particularly successful traders, and this led to intertribal violence, particularly with the Algonquin. To bring an end to this conflict the Iroquois League was established (see page 12) which united the tribes over issues of trade and diplomacy, but still allowed them autonomy over local affairs. However, the earlier disputes and conflicts meant that when the colonial settlers arrived the Iroquois were more willing to enter into conflict than other tribes.


Groups of the Great Basin and the Plains


The Great Basin and the Plains was sparsely populated until 1100 as the region was viewed as inhospitable. However, eventually it became home to the Lakota, Wichita, and Cheyenne. 


Farming was limited by the climate and soil but was found on fertile land near rivers. In the Great Basin, fish were a staple food for Indigenous groups, they were usually caught from canoes in the lakes in the region. Crops were grown following the “three sisters” practice that the people brought with them from the southwest. They also harvested plants to use for medicine. On the western half of the Plains were nomadic groups. They specialized in hunting bison, which was dangerous given they had no horses and bison were powerful and moved in large herds. However, the use of the Clovis points enabled them to make large spears carved from stone or ivory that could be used to kill large animals.




KEY TERM


Clovis points Stone tools which have a sharp point.





Those living on the eastern Plains developed trading networks along the Mississippi using bull boats, which were made from bison skin stretched over a wooden frame. They traded elaborate baskets and leather for metal and furs that were not found in the region. As the nomadic bands moved east, they encountered villagers, and trade developed with bison meat traded for crops.


In the eastern part the river valleys had permanent villages where up to 2000 people lived in earth lodges burrowed into the soil. Sometimes the inhabitants would move west and hunt bison. In contrast, the nomadic peoples lived in cone-shaped dwellings made from bison hides stretched over a wooden frame. The Wichita had grass homes near their crops so they could protect and maintain them. Over time, a mixture of nomadic and sedentary life developed. Tribes established villages, planted crops in the spring, hunted during the summer, returned to the villages in the fall to harvest the crops, and then hunted again during the winter.


As in the northeast, the roles of men and women were defined. The women carried out farming activities and gathered plants, while the men hunted, and hunting became even more important after 1300 when the region was hit by a prolonged drought. The villages were independent and as the population was quite fluid there was no organized political structure. The tribes formed groups or bands that ranged in size from just a dozen up to a few hundred and these bands tended to move together to new hunting grounds. The groups spoke a common language and there was intermarriage.


Each of the tribes had their own religious practices. However, the rituals were based on the common themes of sun and nature as the Earth was viewed as the Mother of All Spirits. The Cheyenne were known for their “Sun Dance” during which they would sacrifice something personal for the benefit of the whole community. The Lakota believed that some individuals had been blessed to be spiritual leaders and medicine men or healers. The nomadic tribes viewed the bison and their migration patterns as sacred.


The arrival of Spanish settlers in the region changed the society of the Great Plains. They brought horses that were either traded with the Indigenous people or stolen by them. The number of horses possessed by someone became an indicator of their power. However, this also created conflict as tribes attempted to steal horses from each other and from settlers.


Groups of the southeast


This area contains some of the most fertile and agriculturally productive land. It was settled by the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, Creeks, and Seminoles, who would later become known as the “five civilized tribes” as they were more willing than others to adopt some of the settlers’ lifestyles and ally with them.


Most of the Indigenous groups in the southeast were farmers who supplemented their diets by capturing wild game and gathering edible plants. Those near rivers or the Gulf of Mexico also caught fish to supplement their diet. The women planted and harvested crops but grew a wider variety of crops than many other groups as they also cultivated tobacco and sunflowers. They supplemented their diet with acorns, nuts, seeds, and fruit. They did not use fertilizer to maintain the soil’s productivity, and this meant that each year new fields had to be created by burning and clearing. This was labor intensive and time consuming, but it meant that yields were high. Diets were further supplemented by using bows and arrows to hunt deer. There is evidence that these lands were highly productive as Indigenous groups created intricate pottery to store surplus goods, as well as arrow heads for hunting. A high level of skill can be seen in the elaborate serving utensils and food dishes that have been discovered. 


In other regions, such as south Florida, the Calusa developed complex fishing practices, using dams for trapping, collecting mussels, and catching saltwater fish.


Communities ranged in size from hamlets to large towns. The prosperity of the region was reflected in the development of mounds for religious and ceremonial purposes, which were larger and more complex than in other regions, and the growth of urban settlements. The region saw the growth of Cahokia (near modern-day St. Louis) with a population of 40,000, which grew due to its location on the Mississippi, making it a major trading center. Monks Mound near St. Louis is the largest precontact structure in North America. However, the town declined after 1250, possibly because of factors such as overhunting or deforestation. Trade flourished in the region. Not only had Cahokia developed, but also Poverty Point in Louisiana. Stone and clay were exported from here up the Mississippi in dugouts, and in return, flint and soapstone from the Ohio River Valley were brought back.




KEY TERM


Hamlet A small village with only a few houses.





SOURCE 1.1




What can you learn from this source about the lives of the Indigenous people in this region?







An artist’s impression of Monks Mound from the late nineteenth century


[image: Illustration of a terraced hill with trees and a winding path leading to a structure at the top. A few people stand on the lower path, and two horses are visible at the base.]







Most people lived in either hamlets or villages of populations of about 1000. However, Seminole settlements were very different, with villages of chickees—shelters supported by posts with open sides. Agricultural goods had created a wealthy society, although much of that wealth was concentrated at the top of society. The southeast was the first region where chiefdoms were created, and families were ranked according to their relationship to the chief. Some of the Indigenous groups also practiced enslavement, with the Creek people using prisoners of war to carry out some of the more demanding tasks.
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Provenance / attribution All the sources in this book have a provenance or attribution statement like this. The statement shows when and where a source was written or published. It also says who wrote or produced the source. It may explain some of the details or references if it is a textual source. The information in the provenance statement can be used to help analyse or evaluate the source.





There is little written evidence of these tribes’ religious practices, but oral tradition shows they had a belief system of the ancestors and connection to the land, with the mounds used for ceremonies. They worshipped the elements that sustained their lives—the sun, corn, and water.


Groups of the southwest


This region was populated by the Navajos, Apache, and peoples the Spaniards named Pueblos after the buildings in their towns and villages. There were three main Pueblo groups—the Mogollan who inhabited the southwest of New Mexico, Hohokam who lived in southern Arizona, and Ancestral Puebloan in Utah, Colorado, New Mexico, and Arizona. These peoples were the first farmers in America.


The climate of the southwest had a major impact on the lifestyle of the Indigenous peoples of the region. Canals were built to irrigate crops due to the aridity of the region, while other tribes collected winter rain on the Mesa tops to use on their fields in the spring and summer. The irrigation system of the Hohokam covered much of Arizona, and this enabled the cultivation of beans and squash. However, corn was the main staple of their diet and this meant their diet was less healthy than the varied diet of the Navajos and Apaches, who were hunter-gatherers. The irrigation system enabled further developments and was, at least in the early period, successful as the women made pots for food storage and large vessels to grind corn. The productivity of the Ancestral Pueblos enabled a more settled lifestyle to develop, and the nature of their settlements contrasted with those of other tribes in the region. However, they were devastated by natural disasters from the twelfth century onwards, with persistent droughts between 1130 and 1180 and floods in 1358. These led to the final destruction of the irrigation system and many of the Pueblo resettled in more arid areas, reverting to a hunter-gatherer existence and moving according to the seasons. Some moved south and east and built new settlements near the Rio Grande as this offered sufficient water for irrigation even when there were droughts.


The Pueblo, despite lacking metal tools, or the wheel, built large stone and adobe towns. Settlements were often more like modern apartments with multiple stories and rooms. Large towns developed, with the Ancestral Pueblo building Chaco Canyon inhabited by 12,000 people. This became a trade hub, and its position was further reinforced by the construction of some 650 kilometers of roads. They traded turquoise and traveled west for seashells from California, south for exotic birds from Central America, and north for minerals and ores from the Rocky Mountains, reflecting the wide trading networks that were in place before the arrival of settlers. In contrast to the Pueblo peoples, the Navajos and Apache led a nomadic existence. Some built semi-permanent homes, known as hogans, made from mud and bark, but others relied on cone-shaped dwellings.


Religion played an important role in bringing people together and helping create communities. As with many other tribes, they prayed to natural entities that were important in their lives, to plants and animals, for success in hunting, and for personal success. The sense of community developed by religion also created networks of extended families who worked together. Unlike many of the other tribes, both men and women worked on the land, although women were also responsible for raising children and running the household. Men were the heads of the household and were involved in informal councils where community decisions were made.


Groups of the Pacific Coast


It is quite difficult to generalize about the peoples who inhabited the Pacific Coast region because of the diverse climate, landscape, and resources. There were over 100 different groups in California alone. The region was abundant in resources, and this resulted in the development of permanent settlements.


Along the Colorado and Columbia rivers, hunting, gathering, and fishing provided a varied diet. A wide variety of wild foods were available, but people grew tobacco and harvested acorns, which were turned into flour and formed a major part of their diet. On the northwest Pacific coast, Indigenous groups foraged for pine nuts and wild plants. There were also bison to hunt in the northwest. On the coast of California, tribes hunted small mammals, lizards, and snakes, and collected acorns. The foods available provided many with a protein-rich and healthy diet.


Selling surplus food led to the development of trade networks, many of which were based around trading salmon. The Dalles, upstream of the Long Narrows on the Columbia River, became a central trading point and a link to the trading networks to the Plains and Pacific. Such was the growth in trade that the Chumash people in the region became known for trade fairs, with marine mammals and fish exchanged for shells and hides.


Settlements also varied considerably in nature. Although there were permanent settlements, many lived in wickiups. These were compact dwellings made of wood, leaves, and brush and were easy to build, so if people moved on, a new one could be constructed relatively quickly.


A class structure developed and roles within society were clearly defined. While the men hunted and fished, women harvested and prepared meat both for food and to trade. Enslavement was also practiced, with the Chinookan people using enslaved people for the more laborious jobs, such as processing bison that had been caught. In the less densely populated areas, the structure of society was less rigid as it was more nomadic. Very often hunter-gatherers operated in groups of between ten and twelve. People usually identified with their families and bands or tribelets developed, which ranged in number from a few hundred people to perhaps a thousand. Religious practices were closely linked to tasks such as hunting, which were given a spiritual significance. In the Great Basin, fishermen threw salmon bones back into the rivers in line with traditional knowledge.




ACTIVITY [image: ]


Complete the table below and then consider the following questions:




	●  What were the main similarities between the lifestyles of the Indigenous peoples in the different regions?



	●  What were the main differences?



	●  What do you think the main reasons for these differences were?
































	Indigenous people


	Region


	Environment


	Food supply


	Nomadic/settled


	Housing


	Social structure


	Religion











	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 






	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 

	 












Causes and impacts of Indigenous alliances with other Indigenous peoples and with Europeans


Powhatan Chiefdom


The Powhatan Chiefdom was based around Chesapeake Bay where British colonists landed in 1607. The relationship between the Indigenous people and the settlers developed from misunderstandings of each other’s aims and culture. During the late sixteenth century Powhatan inherited power over six tribes, which gradually increased to 30, by a mixture of diplomacy, trade, war, and the threat posed by Spanish incursion into the area. The tribes had an overall population of some 24,000 and, as a result, Powhatan became the most powerful chieftain along the Atlantic seaboard.




POWHATAN (DIED 1618)


Powhatan was the leader of the Tsenacomoco, a political alliance of Indigenous peoples in Virginia whose six core groups all settled in the Tidewater region of Virginia. Although the tribes were united by the common Algonkian language, Powhatan consolidated his position through an elaborate kinship network. He adopted village chiefs he had defeated or subordinated and took their daughters as wives, and used polygamy to strengthen his position. It is estimated that he had 100 wives who produced numerous sons who he later used to govern the villages. Provided the subordinate chiefs paid tribute in the form of further wives, maize, deerskins, and joined his war parties to attack other tribes, Powhatan was content to leave them alone.


[image: Statue of Powhatan.]


He was referred to as “King” or “Chief” Powhatan by British settlers and was the most significant point of contact between the early settlers and the Indigenous people in this region. He was the father of Matoaka (Pocahontas).








The arrival of British settlers created a dilemma for Powhatan. He distrusted the settlers as British and Spanish ships had previously docked in Chesapeake Bay for fresh water, firewood, and supplies but had kidnapped some Indigenous people. However, he wanted to use the British to his advantage and contain the British settlers and make them his subordinate allies in his fight against the neighboring tribes of Monacans and Mannahoacs. He wanted to avoid a potentially costly conflict with the settlers. Through trade, he hoped to secure goods, particularly weapons, that would give him advantage in conflicts with neighboring tribes.


In contrast, the British settlers found it difficult to accept a culture that was so different from their own. They viewed the chiefdoms as ignorant and wanted to assimilate them into their culture as economic subordinates.


In 1612 William Simmonds wrote, “We found only an idle, improvident, scattered people, ignorant of the knowledge of gold, or silver, or any commodities; and careless of anything but living from hand to mouth.”


The settlers’ outlook on most issues was completely different from that of the Indigenous people. They expected men to cultivate crops while women ran the homes. The varied religious and spiritual beliefs of the Indigenous peoples were viewed with disdain as they went against the settlers’ belief that there was only one God. They also clashed in their views over land ownership and in the conduct of war. Indigenous people did not believe it was possible for an individual to own land as the Earth was a spiritual being that was a communal resource. Typically, their wars were designed to humiliate rather than completely defeat a rival as they were short and based on quick raids and taking captives rather than killing many of the enemy. Settlers were accustomed to longer wars that were fought to a conclusion and where large numbers were killed. Colonial leaders were concerned that settlers would prefer the lifestyle of the Indigenous people, which was perceived to offer more leisure, and would therefore go and join them.


The Indigenous people had no desire to adopt the lifestyle of the colonists. It would require them to end inter-nation conflict, such as mourning wars, and become subservient to the settlers. Many settlers explored for gold and expected the Indigenous peoples to feed them; that is what the promoters of the settlement had promised. The colonists’ ultimate aim was to subordinate the Indigenous people and free up the land for colonial settlement and tobacco plantations. The British also believed that the Indigenous people would gain from being “civilized” and had no right to resist.


The cultural differences and expectations of the two groups created conditions in which conflict was likely. Violence followed when colonists tried to seize corn from a village and were murdered. The colonists then tried to capture Powhatan by tricking him into visiting Jamestown, but he was too wise to fall for the trap. Instead, it was Powhatan who captured John Smith. This incident revealed the lack of understanding between the two groups. Smith was ritually adopted as a subordinate chief and was subjected to a mock execution, which to the Indigenous people symbolized the subservience of Smith’s people. However, Smith misunderstood the ritual and on his return to Jamestown did not behave as a subordinate but continued the policy of harassment to obtain corn. In response, Powhatan used the tribes nearest to Jamestown to harass the settlers, while continuing to trade with them, once more showing his skilful policy. The colonists retaliated and in 1610 attacked an Indigenous village, killing at least 65 people including the wife and children of the local chieftain. Tensions increased when some colonists ran away and joined the Indigenous people. They were eventually recaptured and killed as a warning to others.




KEY TERM


Jamestown Established in 1607, Jamestown (named after King James I) was the first permanent settlement of the British in America. It was the capital of the British colony of Virginia from 1616 until 1699.







KEY FIGURE


John Smith (1580–1631) Smith was a British explorer and played an important role in the establishment of the Colony of Virginia. Details of his story and the involvement of Pocahontas have been questioned as Smith wrote the details some years later.





The length of the conflict finally forced Powhatan to make peace with the colonists. In 1613 Powhatan’s favorite daughter, Pocahontas, was captured. She was held captive in Jamestown, where she was converted to Christianity. Pocahontas married the colonist John Rolfe in 1614 and was taken to Britain to promote the settlement and attract financial support. However, she died in 1617, a year before Powhatan. He was succeeded by his brother who disliked the settlers. Conflict continued until 1632 when the British offered peace at the cost of massive land concessions that allowed them to move further north. Surprise attacks on the colonists continued and in 1644 four hundred were killed. Counterattacks destroyed most of the Indigenous towns and drove the people into more remote areas. In 1646 Powhatan’s successor was captured and taken as a prisoner to Jamestown, where he was shot by an angry soldier. The attempted alliance with the colonists had failed. By 1669 the Algonquins had been reduced to 2000 from 24,000 in 1607, had lost most of their land, and were reduced to living on small reservations.


Formation of the Iroquois Confederacy


The Iroquois Confederacy is also known as the Haudenosaunee and consisted of five Iroquois-speaking tribes from upper New York state. They were:




	●  Seneca



	●  Cayuga



	●  Onondaga



	●  Oneida



	●  Mohawk.






There is some debate about when the Confederacy was formed, but tradition suggests it was founded by Dekanawidah, a Huron, sometime in the years 1570–1600, and that he was carrying out earlier ideas of Hiawatha, a member of the Onondaga.


There were several reasons for the formation of the Confederacy. First, the tribes who joined had been fighting each other long before the arrival of European settlers and traders. The establishment of the Great Law of Peace resulted in the Five Nations pledging not to attack each other. The Five Nations were willing to sign the Peace as it did not establish a central political authority, and this meant that each village preserved its own autonomy. In practice, the Confederacy was primarily a ceremonial and religious forum in which ceremonies, particularly condolence ceremonies, helped to maintain peace. In modern terms, it is probably best described as a mutual nonaggression pact.


Being united by the Great Law of Peace meant the Five Nations were a formidable force when facing external threats and challenges. It also enabled the Five Nations to attack those surrounding the Confederacy, and this helped to detract from potential internal tensions. When the fur trade with European traders and settlers was developing, defeating neighbors provided the Five Nations with access to more land and therefore more animals for fur. This enabled the Five Nations to dominate trade and to negotiate with the traders from a position of strength for guns in return for pelts. The Five Nations were also in a stronger position to resist European settlers and protect their lands. Guns transformed the strength of the Iroquois and enabled them to launch more furious attacks on their neighbors.


Iroquois Confederacy alliance with the British


The Iroquois and the British were allies from the late seventeenth century onward. There were several reasons for the alliance. The British offered support in the fur trade and exchanged pelts for valuable goods, particularly firearms and gunpowder, which enabled the Iroquois to attack their enemies and increase their lands. The Iroquois also hated the French. They believed France would try to seize their land and they wanted revenge for Jacques Cartier’s expedition that had killed some Iroquois. However, perhaps the most important reason was that France had allied with the Iroquois’ enemies, the Algonquins and the Hurons.
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Jacques Cartier (1491–1557) A French explorer who was the first person to explore the St. Lawrence River and the Atlantic coast of Canada. He mapped part of the area, and his three expeditions provided the basis for French claims in North America.





The Iroquois were keen to have Britain as an ally to counter French attacks. After defeating the Hurons, they raided New France over a period of 15 years. However, between 1666 and 1687 the tables were turned, and the French attacked the Iroquois and forced a humiliating peace on them. At first the British were unwilling to aid the Iroquois against the French as they were more concerned with fighting the Netherlands. Once peace was made with the Dutch the situation changed. First, Britain had taken New Amsterdam and therefore had replaced the Dutch in trading with the Iroquois. Second, peace between the British and the Dutch meant that Albany was restored as a major trading center. As Albany was under the control of the British, it made an agreement with them even more important for the Iroquois. This was important as the price of goods there was much cheaper than in Montreal.


The relationship between the British and Iroquois also developed because of the British Governor of New York, Edmund Andros, who was appointed in 1674. He recognized the possibility of using the Iroquois to intimidate the coastal Algonquins and therefore help to secure the British colony. In the short term, this led to the Covenant Chain between the British and the Iroquois Confederacy. It allowed both sides to build up their power at the expense of weaker Indigenous nations. From a British point of view, it allowed them to threaten and relocate the Algonquins. Meanwhile the Iroquois were willing to carry out attacks in return for praise and presents and to settle old scores. The importance of this alliance and its impact was seen in 1676. The Mohawks were used by the British to attack the New England Algonquins, which turned the tide in Metacom’s War (see page 13) in favour of the colonists. The Algonquins were defeated and relocated northeast of Albany to protect the frontier from further attacks.
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Sir Edmund Andros (1637–1714) He was appointed governor of New York in 1674, became governor of the Dominion of New England in 1686, and was appointed governor of Virginia from 1692 to 1698.
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Covenant Chain An agreement between the Iroquois Confederacy and the British by which the British gained sovereignty over areas settled by the colonists and the Iroquois dominated the Indigenous peoples between the Hudson and Mississippi rivers.





The alliance allowed the Iroquois to expand and attack other Indigenous groups and the French. In the 1680s French settlements in Illinois were attacked by the Iroquois even though Britain was not at war with France. This was only possible because of British guns. Although the alliance appeared to strengthen the position of the Iroquois, it was not always effective. In 1687 the French attacked and burned four Seneca villages, but the British did not come to the Iroquois’ aid, suggesting that the Covenant Chain was effective only when it suited Britain.


Algonquin-speaking tribes allied with the French


Ultimately, the fur trade led to an agreement. The Algonquin tribes signed the alliance with France in 1603 for two main reasons. First, it offered the prospect of greater economic relations, and second, the possibility of military aid against the Iroquois. The alliance allowed the French to settle in the region around Québec and resulted in the establishment of a permanent French colony there, with Québec founded in 1608. The Algonquin were desperate to maintain their fur-trading relationship and believed that the French respected their land and would not attempt to seize it. The alliance led to members of the Algonquin accompanying Étienne Brûlé on his voyages into the interior of Canada in search of other trading opportunities. Indigenous peoples competed to trade with the European nations who seemed to have an almost insatiable desire for pelts and were competing to dominate the very profitable trade. In the sixteenth century the French alliance had been with the northern Algonquin tribes, but in the seventeenth century the French began to move into the St. Lawrence Valley and Great Lakes areas.


The French built forts in the area around Québec to prevent other nations from gaining access to the fur trade, but the lack of settlers meant that they needed support to survive. This was provided by the Algonquins who wanted the goods that the French settlers provided. However, the lack of settlers also meant that the French were hostage to the demands of the Indigenous peoples—if they could not supply the goods then the Indigenous peoples could withdraw their support and the colony would collapse.


The movement of the French into the region around the Great Lakes brought them into contact with the Huron. This was particularly important as the Huron, through trading agricultural surplus with tribes further north, had access to a vast supply of fur, which they carried down the St. Lawrence in canoes to sell to the French at Québec. The trade between the Huron and France meant that the Huron broke away from other Iroquois nations and this led to conflict between them in the 1640s. The Iroquois were better armed because of supplies of British guns and ammunition (see page 11) and were also better fighters. The French were drawn into conflict with the Iroquois (see page 11). They were forced to support the Huron to protect their own trading interests and to secure this alliance they sent Jesuit missionaries among them. The French maintained the alliance by giving valuable presents to tribal leaders, which were regarded as a stronger symbol of the trust between the two than promises of aid.




ACTIVITY [image: ]


Having read pages 7–10, draw a diagram to show all the causes of the Indigenous alliances.


Is one cause more important than the others? Which one and why?





Causes and impacts of conflicts between Indigenous peoples and Europeans


The Indigenous peoples were involved in numerous wars in the seventeenth century. They fought each other, and on the sides of the colonists against other Indigenous peoples and other colonists. All the major European nations involved in colonization were involved in conflicts as they came into contact with Indigenous peoples. As the land was unknown and the fighting techniques of the Indigenous peoples were new, the Europeans looked to ally with Indigenous peoples, taking advantage of the hostility between various tribes to form alliances. The wars were fought largely over the three issues of colonial expansion, trade, and tribute. The results for the Indigenous peoples were the loss of land and a forced retreat into the Central Plains from the eastern coast. The arming of the Indigenous peoples by Europeans also led to more bloody and longer-lasting conflicts.
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Tribute A gift given to acknowledge subjugation, admiration and respect.





Iroquois Wars/Beaver Wars, 1603–1701


The Iroquois Wars were a series of conflicts and skirmishes fought around the Great Lakes. The main cause of this conflict was the aim of dominating the beaver trade, hence the name Beaver Wars. They were fought between the French and their Algonquin allies and the Iroquois. The conflict eventually drew in the British, particularly after they took New Amsterdam. The War is often dated as beginning in 1609 with the Battle of Lake Champlain when Samuel de Champlain and his Algonquin allies fought the Iroquois, whose Confederation was dominated by the Mohawks, not ending until 1701 with the Great Peace of Paris.


The Iroquois wanted to expand their territory, particularly after 1620 when they had hunted the beaver in their lands to the point of extinction. The growing European demand for beaver pelts to be made into hats made this trade highly profitable. The Iroquois wanted domination of the trade, and this appeared to be possible as the Dutch and British provided them with firearms, while the French, initially at least, refused to arm their allies.


The Dutch had established seasonal trading posts on the Hudson and Delaware rivers and this gave the Iroquois direct access to the European markets and the opportunity to challenge the early dominance of the French. This dominance was ended in 1628 when the Mohawks defeated the Mohicans, giving the Iroquois a monopoly over trade. However, the supply of beaver pelts declined, which meant the Iroquois expanded their hunting grounds, leading to conflict with other Indigenous groups.


SOURCE 1.2




What impression do you gain from this picture about warfare?







An illustration of the Battle of Champlain, 1609


[image: Illustration showing warriors with spears and shields standing alongside Samuel de Champlain as he fires at opposing Iroquois fighters during the Battle of Champlain.]







There was a secondary cause of conflict. Contact between the Indigenous peoples and the Europeans resulted in the spread of disease, which killed many of the Indigenous peoples (see page 19). The Mohawks, who had suffered a large decline in their population, wanted to gain captives to make up for their lost numbers and took part in what are known as Mourning Wars to replenish the lost population. However, these conflicts escalated and by the 1640s the wars had become large-scale and bloody, particularly once the Mohawks were supplied with firearms. The Iroquois raided the frontier lands, attacking those tribes who traded with the French. They attacked the Huron, who were driven out of the region, and the Mohawks then turned on those who had sheltered the Huron. However, this brought in the French who attacked Mohawk villages and then provided their allies with firearms. As the conflict developed, the French fortified their settlements, including Montreal.


The Iroquois’ expansion in search of new hunting grounds resulted in the destruction of several large confederacies and the Iroquois became the dominant force in the northeast and Ohio River Valley. This led to many Indigenous groups, particularly the Algonquin, moving west or northward. This movement also meant that much of the land from which they fled was opened up for European settlement and the British took advantage of this. However, the British seizure of this land angered the French who were also looking to expand in the area. The wars resulted in a number of developments:




	●  The Iroquois expanded their territory.



	●  The Iroquois developed stronger ties with the British after they took New Amsterdam in 1664.



	●  Many tribes were forced to leave their ancestral lands.



	●  Some tribes were eliminated.



	●  The Wabanaki Confederation was formed between the Abenaki people and other Algonquins to protect themselves from further Iroquois attack.






The wars ended with the Great Treaty of Montreal in 1701, although raids continued south until the 1722 Treaty of Peace at Albany, which was signed between New France and the Five Nations. The French wanted the Iroquois, who had suffered heavy casualties, to act as a neutral buffer between New France and the British of New York. The Treaty brought peace to the region and lasted until 1760 when the British conquered New France.


Pequot War, 1636–37


This was the first major conflict between the British and the Indigenous peoples and began in 1636. It centered on the Mystic River Valley in Connecticut. There were several reasons why tensions increased between the Pequot, other Indigenous peoples in the region, and the Puritan colonists who had settled in Connecticut.




	●  The Pequot had extended their control in the region through struggles with other Indigenous groups, and due to a series of epidemics a power vacuum in the Mystic Valley had developed and they wanted to take advantage of it.



	●  Dutch and British colonists also wanted to expand into the region as the area was particularly fertile.



	●  There were tensions between the Pequot and the Mohegans as each traded with a different group of colonists—the Mohegans with the British and the Pequot with the Dutch—and both wanted to establish a trade monopoly with the colonists.



	●  In 1635 a hurricane hit the area and destroyed much of the food supply, and this only added to tensions.








KEY TERMS


Puritan Puritans were British protestants. They believed that the Church of England (which was the official or established religion) was too similar to Catholicism. Many decided to leave Britain for America to establish their own societies where they could establish their own communities and worship in the simple style which they preferred, free from persecution. Most settled in New England. The Pequot War is sometimes called the Pequot-Puritan War.


Epidemic A widespread outbreak of an infectious disease.





British colonists wanted to extend their authority into the Mystic River Valley in Connecticut, and this brought them into further contact with Indigenous groups. The trader John Oldham, and several of his crew, were murdered by the Narragansett who disliked him trading with other Indigenous groups. His murderers escaped and were given refuge by the Pequot. John Endecott was sent by the colonists to exact revenge. He burned several Pequot villages, which incensed the Pequot who began to attack colonist settlements with the frequency increasing into 1637. The colonists responded by raising a force and demanded that the Pequot pay a heavy tribute in the form of Wampum, hand over children as hostages, and surrender those who the colonists suspected had killed John Oldham. The Pequot refused and Connecticut, Plymouth, and Massachusetts colonists declared war. They persuaded the Narragansett and Mohegan people, who had a long-standing rivalry with Pequot, to help them. They guided the Puritan colonists deep into Pequot territory where the colonists set fire to a palisaded Pequot village which was inhabited by about 400 people, mostly women, children, and old men. Most of them were either killed by the fire or shot as they tried to escape.


SOURCE 1.3




What does this source reveal about colonists’ methods of warfare?







The governor of the Plymouth Colony describes his reaction to the events at Mystic River


It was a fearful sight to see them thus frying in the fire and the streams of blood quenching the same, and horrible was the stink and scent thereof, but the victory seemed a sweet sacrifice, and they gave the praise to God, who had wrought so wonderfully for them, thus to enclose their enemies in their hands and given them so speedy a victory over so proud and insulting enemy.





This shocked the colonists’ Indigenous allies as it went against their traditional methods of warfare.


Victory for the colonists was complete. They eliminated the Pequot as a potential obstacle to the colonization of southern New England. The Treaty of Hartford was agreed in September 1638 and the remaining Pequot were dispersed among the Mohegans and Narragansett or enslaved, or sold into enslavement in the West Indies. The Pequot tribe was formally dissolved. This gave the colonists far greater influence over the fur trade and Wampum in a region that previously had been under Dutch and Pequot influence.


Metacom’s War, 1675–78


This was the bloodiest war fought by the New English and is also known as King Philip’s War after the name the colonists gave the Wampanoag chief, Metacom. It led to the deaths of 1000 colonists and 3000 Indigenous people, a quarter of the population of southern New England. The war was the final attempt by the Indigenous peoples to stop British settlement in the area and prevent recognition of British authority.
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Metacom (ca. 1638–76) was the leader of a confederation of Indigenous peoples who included the Wampanoag and Narragansett. He was referred to by British settlers as King Philip and they regarded him as a serious threat to their settlements. He led one of the most costly wars of resistance in New England.





Metacom’s father, Massasoit, was allied with the colonists but on his death in 1662, Metacom became tribal chief and abandoned the alliance. Attempts were made by the colonists to secure peace but as part of their demands they wanted the Wampanoags to surrender their guns, which they refused to do. Metacom believed that war with the colonists was inevitable and began preparing for conflict. Tensions increased further when the colonists, in 1675, hanged three Wampanoags for the murder of a praying town Indigenous man who had been acting as an informant. This incensed many young Wampanoags who began to attack homesteads and villages in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, and Maine. These attacks increased during the summer and fall of 1675 and their success encouraged other Wampanoags who had grievances to launch attacks. The colonists believed that these attacks were organized by Metacom, but this was not the case as each group had an autonomous leader. Many of the attacks were deadly as the Wampanoags had acquired flintlock muskets, which they had been sold illegally by colonial traders. These guns made them a more formidable force than the Pequot and denied the colonists the advantage.
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Praying town Colonial governments established a series of towns in New England between 1646 and 1675 to convert the Indigenous peoples to Christianity. Those Indigenous people who moved into them were called “Praying Indians.”





During the summer of 1675, 52 of the 90 towns in southern New England were attacked and 12 were destroyed. The attackers had learned lessons from the colonists during Pequot’s War and, like the colonists, killed entire families. The colonists organized a counterattack, but the Indigenous peoples hid in the swamps and repelled the attack. As a result, many colonists left the frontier region and retreated to the coastal towns. The Indigenous people used this opportunity to destroy many of the symbols of colonial advancement into their land, burning churches, houses, and farms. Colonists responded by attacking Indigenous individuals. However, the colonists realized they needed the aid of Indigenous allies. They therefore enlisted the help of other Indigenous peoples, particularly former Pequots and the Mohegan. They gained the aid of about one third of the Indigenous peoples of southern New England and this turned the struggle into a civil war among the Indigenous peoples.


The acquisition of allies was crucial in reversing the direction of the war. The colonists adopted native tactics such as dispersion and ambush. By the spring of 1676 the Indigenous people had run out of food and ammunition. Their access to traders was cut and the colonists encouraged their Mohawk allies to attack in return for gifts. During the summer of 1676 resistance collapsed. In August 1676 Metacom was shot and his head was displayed on a post in Plymouth. The colonists viewed the rebels as traitors. Their chiefs were executed and others were sold as enslaved people or indentured servants.
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Indentured servants A form of labor by which people are contracted to work for a number of years without pay. It may be entered into voluntarily, but usually was a way to pay off a debt by working or a form of punishment.





The war had destroyed many colonial settlements, but it had also destroyed many Indigenous villages, as well as the Narragansett, Wampanoag, and other smaller nations. Some of those who had survived moved north, ending opposition in southern New England. However, those who moved north took with them a hatred of British settlers and later aided the French in raids against the British. The Indigenous people who were allied to the settlers found themselves living on shrinking reservations and at the bottom of colonial society. While colonial expansion continued, many of the Indigenous people, who were forced to aid the colonial forces, died from diseases in the camps or from the fighting, further reducing their population. At the same time, colonists cheated survivors out of their lands.


Bacon’s Rebellion, 1676–77


Bacon’s rebellion was a violent uprising that broke out in Virginia in 1676. It was the first rebellion where settlers came into armed conflict with British officials. Nathaniel Bacon was a local landowner, and he clashed with the governor of Virginia, William Berkeley, about how to deal with the local Indigenous people, especially the Susquehannock. This disagreement was part of a wider issue of growing tension between wealthy landowners in Virginia and poorer settlers.
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Nathaniel Bacon (1647–76) Bacon arrived in Virginia from Britain in 1674. He established two plantations and was connected to Berkeley by marriage, which earned him a place on the Virginia Council. Cordial relations did not last long as Bacon became the leader of the first popular revolt in British America, known as Bacon’s Rebellion.





There were several issues that contributed to tension and led to the outbreak of rebellion.




	●  The main cause was a dispute that broke out in 1675 between members of the Doeg Tribe and a plantation owner named Thomas Mathew. The Doeg believed that Mathew had cheated them in a trade transaction, so they raided his land and stole some animals. As a result, the Virginia militia, led by Colonel John Washington, who was the grandfather of George Washington (see Chapter 2, page 60), carried out an attack on the Susquehannock who were thought to be sheltering the Doeg. This led to a siege and after six weeks the Susquehannock agreed to negotiate. Although the representatives who went to negotiate with the settlers carried a peace flag, they were attacked and five of their chiefs were killed. The remaining Susquehannock escaped and continued to carry out raids on settlements on the western edge of Virginia. The settlers who were affected the most by these raids were former indentured servants who were now free.



	●  Challenging economic circumstances added to the tension. Virginia prospered from a boom in tobacco sales. At first, this benefited former indentured servants who acquired land holdings. However, during the 1660s and 1670s the price of tobacco fell as production increased. Some of these farmers could not afford to run their farms and their lands were bought up by larger landowners. Heavy taxes added to the woes of the small farmers. New regulations about shipping (see pages 35–36) made trade more difficult and this reduced incomes even further. The situation was so bad by 1673 that Governor Berkeley commented, “A large part of the people are so desperately poor, that they may reasonably be expected upon any small advantage of the enemy to revolt to them in hopes of bettering their condition by sharing the plunder of the colony with them.”



	●  Berkeley was not popular, and this made the situation worse. He appointed friends to profitable offices and gave them grants of land on the frontier of the colony. This meant the rents of the poorer farmers increased. He also rewarded his friends with licenses to trade deerskins with the Indigenous peoples.



	●  Meanwhile, raids on farms on the frontier continued. When the settlers demanded that Berkeley take military actions against the Indigenous nations carrying out the raids, he refused and insisted on following a defensive strategy based around a series of new forts. This angered the settlers and many questioned Berkeley’s motives, thinking that he may have been trying to protect his own trading interests with the Indigenous people at the expense of the Virginia settlers.






Berkeley’s refusal to go on the attack brought him into conflict with Nathaniel Bacon. Despite being given a seat on the Virginia council by the governor, Bacon was ambitious and willing to challenge the authorities. Bacon had also suffered raids on his own land and defied Berkeley’s orders by leading attacks on the Susquehannock. Bacon gathered a force of 200 settlers and convinced the Occaneechi to help him by attacking the Susquehannock. Following the successful attack, Bacon then turned on the Occaneechi, attacked their town, and killed many people.


Bacon’s insubordination and treachery against the Occaneechi angered Berkeley who removed Bacon from the council and called for a new election. However, Bacon won popular support and stood for re-election. His manifesto played on class resentment: “The poverty of the Country is such that all the power and sway is got into the hands of the rich, who by extortionous advantages, having the common people in their debt, have always curbed and oppressed them in all manner of ways.” Henrico County elected Bacon as their representative to the new session of the House of Burgesses.
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House of Burgesses The lower house of the Virginia General Assembly.





In September 1676, Bacon and his followers drove Berkeley and his supporters out of Jamestown and, to discourage their return, set fire to the town. However, Bacon died suddenly of dysentery, so the rebellion became leaderless. Berkeley returned to Jamestown and the rebellion collapsed. Twenty-three rebels were hanged, and the property of Bacon’s supporters was plundered.


SOURCE 1.4




How useful is this source as evidence about Bacon’s Rebellion?







An illustration of the burning of Jamestown in 1876


[image: Illustration of a street with buildings on fire and smoke rising. A crowd of people stands near the burning structures.]







The King sent a force to restore order and used the rebellion to strengthen British control. Berkeley was sent back to Britain and his replacement, Jeffreys, embarked on a policy of winning the support of the small farmers at the expense of the great landowners. However, Jeffreys died in 1678, and the assembly used this an opportunity to regain influence, although they reduced taxes by a quarter.


Probably the most significant outcome of the rebellion was that Virginia outlawed indentured servitude, which contributed to the increased use of enslaved labor on the plantations.


Pueblo Revolt, 1680


This revolt took place in New Mexico and involved the Pueblo people attacking the Hispanic settlers, who had arrived from the 1540s onward. The Pueblo initially decided that it was better to accept the Spanish as they feared their soldiers and wanted to use them as a useful ally against the Apache and Ute from the nearby mountains and Great Plains. The Pueblo also benefited from the arrival of the Hispanic settlers as the Spanish had brought metal tools and domesticated animals, which provided the Pueblo with more meat, cloth, and power for ploughing the land. Perhaps more surprisingly, the Pueblo enjoyed the rituals of the Catholic church and, despite opposition from the missionaries, used them alongside their own ceremonies. 


The relative harmony between the two groups began to change in the 1660s. A prolonged drought and increasing raids for enslaved people from nomadic Indigenous peoples meant that the Spanish demand for tribute was more burdensome. This was made worse as the population of the Pueblo decreased from 40,000 in 1638 to 17,000 by 1680. However, the amount of tribute demanded by the Spanish did not decrease. The drought and raids also made many Pueblos question the ability of the Christian God to protect them and encouraged them to revive their traditional ceremonies, which angered the Franciscan missionaries.


Divisions also developed between the settlers and missionaries. The missionaries and government officials wanted Pueblo labor to work on their lands. The Colonial governor had established his own farms using Pueblo labor. He was angry that the missionaries had taken so much Pueblo land and labor and was concerned that the missionaries demanded too much from the Pueblo. The governor feared this would lead to rebellion, which, given the small number of settlers, would be difficult to suppress.


Raids to capture and enslave people were carried out by royal officials and their Pueblo supporters against the Apache and Ute. However, this provoked revenge raids, and the Pueblo were targeted as well as the settlers. The continuing drought meant the Apache and Ute seized what the Pueblo had traded before, leaving many to starve. Divisions between government officials and missionaries led to a loss of respect from the Pueblo and a willingness to abandon Spanish cultural practices and return to their old traditions. This resulted in a situation ripe for rebellion.


The Spanish, determined to stop this, arrested and whipped 47 Pueblo shamans on charges of sorcery. Popé, one of those arrested, was the leader of the subsequent rebellion and most of the remaining 17,000 Pueblo joined him. They were now united by a common second language—Spanish—and had a series of shared grievances against the settlers. The rebels attacked the missions and desecrated the churches. Popé preached that this destruction would bring about a recovery in the Pueblos’ position and spoke of a native revival, promising the rebels a new wife for each Hispanic killed.
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Shaman A healer or holy man who was believed to be able to contact the spirit world.





The rebels achieved initial success. The Hispanics were driven out of Santa Fe and forced to retreat to El Paso, with around 200 out of 1000 settlers and 21 of the 48 priests killed. However, divisions soon appeared among the Pueblos, who returned to attacking each other. The recurrence of drought led to a decline in trade with the Apache and raids resumed.


The appointment in the 1690s of a new governor, Diego de Vargas, was followed by a Hispanic counterattack which retook New Mexico. Both sides accepted that compromise was needed. The Pueblo accepted Hispanic authority, but the Spanish showed restraint and allowed native ceremonies to be integrated with Catholic practices. Perhaps most importantly, both sides realized that they needed to ally against the greater threat of the Plains Indians.




ACTIVITY [image: ]


List the causes of each war in a table like this one.
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Cultural and material exchanges between Indigenous peoples and Europeans


The arrival of European settlers in America had a large impact on the lives, land, and culture of Indigenous peoples.


Transculturation between Indigenous peoples and Europeans


The goods that Europeans took to the Americas transformed the lives of the Indigenous peoples. European traders often used glass beads made in Venice to purchase enslaved people from West Africa. Glass was unknown in America and was therefore highly valued. The Indigenous peoples had used shells as the equivalent of currency for trading, but glass beads gradually became the token of money in exchange for goods. Glass beads symbolized wealth and social status among the Indigenous people and the ability to store significant quantities of beads only added to their appeal. Aware that they had goods the European traders wanted, particularly furs, the Indigenous peoples put pressure on the traders for beads of specific colours and sizes.


Although beads were used as currency, two other items were particularly important in transforming the lives of the Indigenous peoples: horses and firearms. Although horses had been present in the Americas, they had died out some 10,000 years previously and only reappeared with the arrival of European settlers, particularly the Spanish, providing mobility. In the late seventeenth century, the Pueblo and Apache acquired horses from New Mexico through either illicit trade or raids. A significant number of horses also became available following the Pueblo revolt as the Spanish left behind large numbers of horses when they fled. By 1720 horses were seen on the South Plains and by 1750 on the North.


Horses brought many positive impacts:




	●  They allowed the Indigenous people to cover ground quickly and pursue the bison herds for longer distances.



	●  As a result, more bison were killed, which meant people were better fed, more hides were available, and they could build larger cone-shaped dwellings.



	●  Horses also enabled the Indigenous peoples to more easily defend themselves against other Indigenous groups and settlers.






The reintroduction of horses also had negative consequences:




	●  The greater ability to cover distances provided by use of horses resulted in a reduction in bison numbers. At the same time, new techniques for processing bison hides resulted in increased demand from traders. By the eighteenth century new Indigenous tribes, including the Kiowa, Comanche, and Lakota, were attracted to the Plains, which put even more pressure on resources.



	●  The acquisition of horses changed the nature of Indigenous societies and made them less egalitarian. Horses became a status symbol and the more horses you had, the more important you were seen to be, and this also allowed those who possessed large numbers to acquire more wives.



	●  Horses also became part of the dowry, further elevating their importance.



	●  Horses had a large impact on the role and importance of women within Indigenous societies. It elevated the male role, as hunters and warriors were viewed as having a higher status than women. Women also had to work harder—they had more hides to process as a result of the increasing success of hunts, but were also expected to feed and tend the horses.



	●  The demand for bison increased conflict between tribes and this became an even greater issue as the number of bison declined in the nineteenth century.



	●  The increasing number of horses also had an environmental impact, consuming large amounts of grass around the Indigenous settlements.






The other significant change was brought about by the acquisition of firearms. At first European traders refused to sell them to the Indigenous people, but the demand by traders for an increase in the number of pelts enabled the Indigenous people to demand firearms in return. Beavers were killed at a far greater rate, reducing their number dramatically in the original hunting areas. This forced the Indigenous peoples to extend their hunting grounds into neighboring territories, leading to conflicts such as the Beaver Wars (see pages 11–12). The acquisition of guns also enabled Indigenous peoples to attack poorly armed neighbors, and conflict between tribes, which had previously been sporadic, became more frequent and more deadly.  It also changed the outlook of the Indigenous peoples. They began to realize the value of their goods, and the different tribes became competitors in a capitalist market.


Horses were not the only domesticated animal the Europeans brought with them; they also brought sheep, pigs, and cattle. Although these improved the diets of the Indigenous people, the animals also consumed the plants and crops the people ate. This increased conflict with the settlers, as the Indigenous people often killed animals that had destroyed their crops, which in turn led to reprisals from the colonists. However, the arrival of these new animals was not all negative. The Navajos became rich as they appropriated European sheep and weaving techniques and made cloth.


The settlers brought new plants, such as sugar cane, but also weeds, which would choke native plants, and vermin, such as rats, which carried disease. The environment for the Indigenous peoples changed dramatically because of these arrivals.


The impact on culture was not a one-way occurrence. At the same time as European diseases caused a significant decline in the Indigenous population (see pages 19–20), the adoption of native American crops simultaneously sustained a large-scale increase in the population of Europe. The Indigenous peoples’ horticultural skills were superior to those of the Europeans. This is reflected in the calories per hectare of the crops grown in America compared to those in Europe as is shown in Table 1 below:
















	Crop


	Calorific value











	Cassava (manioc)


	9.9







	Maize


	7.3







	Potatoes


	7.5







	Wheat


	4.2







	Barley


	5.1







	Oats


	5.5










Table 1.1 Calorific value in millions per hectare of selected crops


Some of these plants were taken to Europe from the Americas and it was realized that they could be grown in European conditions. For example, maize could be grown in hot conditions on the less fertile and sandy soils of the Mediterranean. On the other hand, potatoes thrived on the cold, thin, and damp soils found in northern, central, and eastern Europe.


It is therefore important that transculturation is not seen as a one-way process. The population growth that these new crops facilitated in Europe also increased demand for goods from the Americas, most notably cotton, which had a further impact on American societies as it encouraged the plantation economy and the trade in enslaved people (see pages 33–34).


Loss of Indigenous territories to European powers


Colonial settlers acquired land through a variety of methods. In some instances, it was conquest through warfare, although with the small number of settlers warfare was usually avoided. The colonists were sometimes able to settle land because there were no inhabitants. However, on most occasions European settlers purchased the land from the Indigenous peoples.


In many ways it was the difference in attitude between the colonists and Indigenous peoples toward private ownership of property and the use of land that led to the Indigenous peoples losing land. Many Indigenous peoples lived a nomadic life and did not have permanent settlements. They believed that land was held in common for hunting and gathering, although they resisted the encroachment of other tribes onto this land. In contrast, British settlers believed that the acquisition of land improved your status, and they held the Indigenous peoples in disdain for their lack of desire to increase their prosperity and acquire property. The two sides also held very different views over land titles and what they meant. The settlers wanted to ensure that their claims to land were legal. When they bought land from the Indigenous peoples, usually through offering goods, in return the Indigenous peoples made marks on papers called deeds of ownership. However, their understanding of deeds and purchase was very different from that of the settlers. The colonists believed that once the deeds had been signed the Indigenous peoples had given up every right to the land and had to move out. However, many Indigenous people saw the deed as an agreement to share the land and they expected to continue to hunt and fish on it. They believed that the purchase simply sealed friendship between the two and that they were sharing the land with allies. As a result, they were surprised and offended if they were arrested or abused for entering the land. Over time this began to change and in Virginia and New England there were court cases where Indigenous people challenged the land agreements made with settlers.


The settlers also failed to understand the Indigenous people’s attitude toward the land, and this provided them with justification for settling and farming it. The colonists argued that the Indigenous peoples did not deserve to keep the land because they did not improve it and had no right to keep it from those who would. The attitude of the Indigenous peoples was fundamentally different as seen in Source 1.5.


SOURCE 1.5




What does Source 1.5 reveal about attitudes of the Indigenous peoples to land?







A Blackfoot Indigenous person, writing in 1885, explains the Indigenous peoples’ outlook


Our land is more valuable than your money. It will last forever. As long as the sun shines and the waters flow, this land will be here to give life to men and animals. We cannot sell the lives of men and animals. It was put here by the Great Spirit and we cannot sell it because it does not belong to us.





In Massachusetts the settlers were convinced that the Indigenous peoples had left the land, so claimed it believing that the land was vacant because it lacked fixed settlements and fenced fields. They argued that men who used the land productively had a better right to it than those who simply occupied it.


Land was also taken by force from the Indigenous peoples, particularly in the frontier regions. As the number of settlers grew, land within the established colony became scarcer and the poorer elements of the population moved toward the frontier. Encroaching on land occupied by the Indigenous peoples was seen as a better option than becoming involved in a conflict with the colonial elite who owned land within the colony. The situation was made worse for the Indigenous peoples by the promises made to settlers. In 1705 the Virginia assembly promised 50 acres of land to every free man, and therefore land had to continue to be taken to fulfill the promise. The same was true in Carolina where 150 acres were offered to every family. Warfare also played a role in the Indigenous peoples’ loss of land. The defeat of the Algonquins led to the British claiming all land east of the Mississippi.


Spread of disease among Indigenous populations


Wherever the colonists went they brought with them diseases that led to devastating epidemics and greatly reduced the population of the Indigenous peoples. The impact was horrific. Historians disagree about the population of the Americas before the arrival of the colonists, but it is likely to have been somewhere between 50 and 100 million, with between 5 and 10 million living north of Mexico. Disease reduced that population by about 90 percent with around half of any Indigenous nation dying within a decade of initial contact with the colonists. The population of the Americas in 1492 went from being about 7 percent of the world’s population to under 1 percent. Colonization was clearly a demographic disaster for the Indigenous peoples, but the numbers who died also provide evidence that the Americas were far from a “virgin land” when the colonizers arrived.


The epidemics followed the path and chronology of the explorers. The first reported epidemics were in the period 1510–1535 when the Spanish conquered Central America, Mexico, and Peru. The Spanish took disease into the American southwest and southeast  in the sixteenth century. In the seventeenth century, fishers and fur traders carried diseases into New England and Canada. Finally, epidemics reached the Pacific coast and Great Plains as the settlers moved west in the eighteenth century. The epidemics ripped through communities.


A colonist described an epidemic in New England in the 1620s: “[The indigenous peoples] died on heaps, as they lay in their houses; and the living, that were able to shift for themselves, would run away and let them die, and let their carcasses lay above the ground without burial. And the bones and skulls upon the various places of their habitation made such a spectacle after my coming into those parts, that as I traveled in the forest near Massachusetts Bay, it seemed to me a new Golgotha [the place where Jesus was crucified according to the Bible].”


The colonists brought diseases to which they were immune, but to which the Indigenous peoples had no resistance. Diseases such as measles, smallpox, whooping cough, pneumonia, typhus, diphtheria, and influenza killed large numbers of Indigenous people.


This was certainly not a deliberate policy of the colonists as they did not understand how disease was transmitted. Many colonists believed that the Indigenous peoples succumbed to the diseases as a punishment for resisting conversion to Christianity. On the other hand, the Indigenous peoples believed disease was due to sorcery practiced by the colonists. Some Indigenous people lost faith in their shamans and sought protection from the colonists’ churches.


However, it was not just the epidemics that killed the Indigenous people. Often, so many people became ill that there was no one available to tend the sick. This resulted in further deaths from starvation, dehydration, and exposure. The scale of the deaths often meant that so many in a tribe were killed that it lost its identity and those who survived were forced to join another tribe.




ACTIVITY [image: ]


Consider the cultural and material exchanges between the Indigenous peoples and Europeans.


Which exchange or event would you choose as the most important overall? Why is this more significant than other events?







SUMMARY DIAGRAM


How and why did Indigenous peoples and Europeans impact each other in North America?


[image: Flowchart titled The lives of different groups of Indigenous people with five branches: Regions, Similarities and differences, Alliances between Indigenous groups and with Europeans, Reasons for conflict, and Cultural and material exchanges.]









1.2 Why did distinct colonial societies and economies develop in North America?


Europeans became involved in North America almost by accident. Explorers attempted to find a route to China and the East that would give them access to trade in luxury goods such as silk and spices. However, they encountered an unexpected land mass and over time they established trade with the Indigenous peoples and colonial settlements.


[image: Map of North America illustrates the territorial divisions of British, French, and Spanish colonies.]

Figure 1.2 British, French, and Spanish colonies in 1740




Motivations for European colonization of the Americas


At the start of the 1400s, western Europe was on the edge of the commercial world. The world’s main trade route had linked the Mediterranean, eastern Europe, the Middle East, and Asia for over 1000 years, but there were also routes across Africa that linked the Sahara, Central Africa, the Red Sea, and the Mediterranean. There were some northern trade routes, but these were on the edge of the main trade arteries. Developments in sailing techniques and technology encouraged commercial expeditions further afield. European monarchs wanted to centralize their political power and encouraged foreign conquests to enhance their political standing at home. Through conquering non-Christian territories in Europe and Africa they claimed to defend Christendom, while the acquisition of wealth allowed them to strengthen their military power. As a result, the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries witnessed numerous voyages of discovery and settlement, which would ultimately lead to the colonization of the Americas. 


The establishment of trade routes


Europeans had developed a taste for many luxury goods from Asia, particularly silk, spices, and porcelain. However, the trade route for these goods was overland, slow, and controlled by Islamic merchants who were determined to maintain their dominance. As a result, Europeans sought to establish a route to the East by sea so that they could escape the high charges faced on the overland traffic of goods.


Christopher Columbus believed that the East Indies were only 3000 miles westward and therefore the journey was possible, unaware that 3000 miles to the west would bring him to the Americas. Like most people, he did not believe that there would be continents to the west.
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Christopher Columbus (1451–1506) Born in modern-day Italy. He took part in commercial voyages in the North Atlantic from 1477 to 1485. He gained the support of the rulers of Spain for exploration. In 1492 he reached the Bahamas and Hispaniola, and in 1498 a third voyage reached South America, but he was recalled for failing to govern Hispaniola properly.





In the early and mid-fifteenth century, trade routes were developed to the Atlantic islands and cash crops, such as sugar, were discovered. The Portuguese gradually expanded these routes further down the coast of West Africa where trading posts were established to obtain enslaved people to work on the sugar plantations of Madeira. The technological improvements of the period enabled these voyages to go even further:




	●  Henry the Navigator, a member of the Portuguese royal family, formed a committee to organize the Portuguese trade with Africa. He acquired a large collection of navigational charts and was willing to sponsor voyages.



	●  The development of the caravel, a new type of ship that could sail in the rougher water of the Atlantic, enabled explorers to travel further into uncharted waters.



	●  Navigational techniques improved. The astrolabe could be used in calm waters, by 1462 the Pole Star was used to aid navigation, and the Portuguese monarch was also advised that latitude could be determined by using the height of the midday sun.








KEY FIGURE


Henry the Navigator (1394–1460) A younger son of the Portuguese King John I. As he was unlikely to inherit the crown, he determined to bring wealth and prestige to Portugal through further exploration and conquests. He financed a number of expeditions.
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Caravel Also called the carrack, it was a more efficient ship than earlier ones. It was relatively small but could be maneuvered easily and needed only a small crew.





These developments meant that explorers could start to travel further and establish new trade routes. Explorers ventured down the coast of West Africa and across the Atlantic. The Portuguese dominated this coastal trade and negotiated commercial treaties with local populations, which allowed the construction of forts to protect trading posts. In 1486 Bartholomew Diaz rounded the Cape of Good Hope, which took ships up the east coast of Africa. Eventually Da Gama reached the former Calicut (now known as Kozhikode), in India, in 1498, and finally the Spice Islands of Indonesia. The long journeys encouraged others to look for a shorter route by sailing west.


[image: Map showing Columbus’s first voyage across the Atlantic from Lisbon, Europe, with stops at the Canary and Azores Islands, ending in San Salvador, Bahamas, and return route to Europe.]

Figure 1.3 The first voyage across the Atlantic by Columbus




Accessing natural resources


Once new lands were found it was hoped to find metals, sugar, tobacco, and other foods, all of which could be sold to finance further voyages. One of the most desirable natural resources was gold as there was a shortage in Europe. Increasing voyages gave way to an obsession among explorers to find gold, and Columbus promised the rulers of Spain that if they supported further exploration he would discover gold. This was the main objective of most Spanish colonists in South America, although it often proved impossible to find, and the search for the fabled city of El Dorado remained a failure. However, they were successful in finding another natural resource, silver. Plentiful supplies were found at Potosi in Peru.
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El Dorado A legendary gold city or empire located somewhere in the Americas.


Potosi Located in Peru, it was the world’s largest silver mine and possibly industrial site in the sixteenth century.





National power and wealth


The late fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries saw many monarchies centralize and increase their power, and the acquisition of overseas territory was part of that process. Portugal and Spain were ideally positioned to explore the coast of Africa and across the Atlantic.


Portugal was the first of the nations to embark on voyages of exploration. It was a small, agricultural nation, and gaining land and wealth overseas helped to strengthen its position in Europe so that it became a major European and world power. Portuguese rulers sponsored the creation of colonies on islands in the Atlantic between 1420 and 1485. Portuguese explorers were encouraged to explore further by Columbus’ claim that he had reached the Indies by sailing west.


Spain was originally made up of three kingdoms but by the end of the 1400s was becoming unified. The rulers wanted to continue this process of expansion and assert the power of their new kingdom, and this, and the search for gold, explains their sponsorship of Christopher Columbus’ first voyage, in 1492. His reports of gold jewelry on return from his first voyage encouraged the monarchs to offer even greater support for his next voyage in 1493. They were also motivated by the fear of Portuguese competition, and rivalry with Portugal was a key factor in their support for Columbus. Many other explorers and settlers from Spain were drawn to the Americas by the prospect of wealth. As Hernán Cortés reported “I came here to get gold, not till the soil like a peasant.”




KEY FIGURE


Hernán Cortés (1485–1547) Born into the lower nobility, he first went to the Americas in 1504 when he landed on Hispaniola. In 1511 he took part in the conquest of Cuba, where he was appointed governor, and in 1518 he was sent to conquer lands on the mainland. Between 1519 and 1521 he conquered the Aztec empire. In 1522 he was appointed the first governor of New Mexico.





The conquests of Cortés and Pizarro in the 1520s and 1530s provided Spain with the largest known empire. In the 1570s, Portugal was absorbed into the Spanish empire, making Spain the most powerful state in the sixteenth century.


The success of Portugal and Spain was reflected in the Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494, which Pope Alexander VI issued. This divided the newly discovered lands outside Europe between Spain and Portugal. However, it was done without consulting other nations and later caused controversy as other countries questioned the right of the Pope to divide the world. The discoveries and settlement certainly changed the balance of power within Europe, shifting it from the Mediterranean westward to the Atlantic, and this became even more apparent with the emergence of the British and Dutch as major maritime powers later in the period.


Religious impulses


Religious motives were important in the colonization of America. Its importance needs to be seen against the rise and spread of Islam since 622 and its conquest of Christianity’s Most Holy City of Jerusalem in 638. Islam had also spread across North Africa and into Spain. This provided the ideology for the Reconquista, which aimed to drive the Muslims from the Iberian Peninsula and helped to create a sense of religious intolerance, which was later reflected in the conversion of the Indigenous peoples of the Americas. Finally, in 1492, Granada, the last stronghold of the Muslims in Spain, fell to the Spanish rulers.




KEY TERM


Reconquista Reconquest of the Muslim kingdoms in Spain over several centuries.





The success of the Reconquista encouraged Spain to continue its crusading policy overseas. This crusading spirit was institutionalized and a warrior class of hidalgos and militant clergy emerged who took the Bible to the Americas. This is evident in Columbus’ early conquests. It was argued that the Guanche deserved to be conquered because they were not Christian. Columbus himself was also a devout and militant Christian. He believed it was his duty to spread Christianity to unbelievers and if they resisted, they were to be enslaved for the greater good of their souls so they could achieve eternal salvation. Columbus believed that he had reached the East Indies, and his aim was to convert the Indigenous peoples so that he could use the local population to strengthen a European force in a crusade against Muslims.




KEY TERMS


Hidalgos Lower-class nobility.


Guanche The indigenous people of the Canary Islands.








Large numbers of Indigenous people were converted, and in 1494 Pope Alexander VI granted the title Los Reyes Catolicos to the rulers of Spain. However, the later treatment of Indigenous peoples led to criticism of the conquistadores, suggesting that for many wealth, glory, and conquest were more important than religious motives.
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Los Reyes Catolicos Catholic monarchs, the rulers of Spain recognized by the Pope for their determination to remove other religions from Spain.


Conquistadores Individuals who wanted to conquer new lands for Spain.





Religion was not only important in Spanish colonization. Many British settlers went to America to escape religious persecution. In particular, Puritans went to Jamestown and Massachusetts in the early seventeenth century because of their disagreements with the established Church, which they believed followed rituals that had more in common with the Catholic than Protestant Church. Similarly, William Penn obtained the proprietary colony of Pennsylvania, which became a refuge for Quakers who were persecuted in Britain. The only exception to Protestants going to America to escape persecution was the establishment of Maryland in 1634 ostensibly for British Catholics. Other settlers from Germany and the Netherlands also made their way to America because of religious persecution.




ACTIVITY [image: ]


Having read pages 21–24, draw a diagram to show all the reasons for European exploration in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries.


How are the causes in your diagram linked together? Make links between the causes and annotate them to show the links.





European claims to North American territory


Role of the early explorers


The early explorers played an important role in laying claim to territory for their respective patrons. They established some settlements, but in most instances these were short lived. Despite this, they outlined areas that the nations who had sponsored their voyages would later claim for Spain, France, the Netherlands, and Britain. These claims would also be the start of eventual conflicts, most notably between Britain and France in Canada and the northern areas of America in the eighteenth century.


Spanish exploration, unlike other European exploration, started from their settlements in Central America or the Caribbean, particularly Mexico, whereas French, British, and Dutch exploration started from Europe. As a result, some Spanish exploration was overland and into the interior, while that of Britain, France, and the Netherlands was based on exploration of coastal regions.


The first Spanish exploration was by Juan Ponce de León. He led an expedition from Hispaniola where he had been involved in the colonial government and the crushing of Taino unrest. He was given the right to explore as a reward for loyal service to the crown, but although he could keep for life the lands he discovered, he had to finance the expeditions himself. His initial expedition in 1513 charted the east coast of Florida as far as the Keys and north along the Gulf of Mexico. He returned to southwest Florida in 1521 and this time attempted to establish a colony, taking with him priests, farmers, artisans, and animals. However, before the settlement could be established, they faced resistance from the Calusa, the Indigenous people who dominated southern Florida. León was fatally wounded, and the settlement was immediately abandoned.




KEY FIGURE


Juan Ponce de León (ca. 1460–1521) Spanish explorer and conquistador who is credited with being the first European to reach Florida in 1513. Died in Cuba after being wounded by an Indigenous American attack on a second trip to Florida.





Further Spanish exploration continued with Hernando de Soto in 1539. De Soto’s expedition started from Cuba. He took 600 men through Florida and into the Mississippian lands that were cultivated and densely populated. Where he faced resistance, Soto used terror to intimidate the Indigenous people. Disappointed at the failure to find gold, he left a trail of destruction by ransacking settlements. In 1542, Soto died and his men decided to return to Cuba, built boats, and sailed down the Mississippi to the Gulf of Mexico.




KEY FIGURE


Hernando de Soto (ca. 1496–1542) Spanish explorer and conquistador who was part of the Spanish conquests of Central America and Peru. He wanted to conquer Ecuador but the Spanish crown sent him to Florida instead. He died of disease in Louisiana.








The first overland expedition was led by Francisco Vázquez de Coronado between 1540 and 1542. He set off from Mexico with 300 soldiers, 6 Franciscan priests, and 800 Mexican auxiliaries and pack animals. They crossed north Mexico and reached the Pueblo people of the Rio Grande, but despite impressive adobe settlements, they found no gold or silver, which had been the aim of the expedition. The Pueblo wanted them to leave and told them of a wealthy Kingdom of Quivira, which could be found across the plain to the north. The expedition crossed the Great Plains and returned to the Rio Grande on failing to find gold. They were abusive toward their hosts and returned to New Mexico in 1542. These early Spanish expeditions failed to establish any permanent settlements but outposts were established to protect the profitable mines of Mexico. Colonization of this region took place later.




KEY FIGURE


Francisco Vázquez de Coronado (1510–54) Spanish explorer who was the first European to see much of the interior of what would become the USA, though he failed to find the cities of gold he was looking for.





French exploration took place further north. The French wanted to avoid the conflict that had followed when they had encountered the Spanish in Florida in 1560. The first expedition was led by Giovanni de Verrazano, an Italian explorer who was in the service of the French king. He was the first explorer to sail the coast of North America, mapping and writing accounts of the land and peoples of what became North Carolina, again pioneering the way for future French settlement. His voyage covered much of the land between Florida and New Brunswick. His travels also took him into New York Bay, where he encountered the Lenape peoples and saw the entrance to the Hudson River, but thought that it was a lake, not realizing its significance. On his return to France in 1524, he claimed the land for the king, and this area became the basis of New France.




KEY FIGURE


Giovanni de Verrazano (1485–1528) Italian explorer who worked for France and led three voyages to the Americas.





Verrazano’s expedition was followed by Jacques Cartier, and this had an even greater significance for the development of French settlement in North America. Cartier hoped to reach Asia by sailing west and exploit the lucrative markets. He made three voyages.




	●  On the first, he discovered the Gulf and shores of the St. Lawrence River, which he mapped.



	●  On the second, he sailed up the St. Lawrence and reached the Iroquois capital, Stadacona, and claimed the land. The French ignored this claim until Samuel de Champlain built a permanent settlement in 1608, named Québec. Cartier continued along the St. Lawrence until he reached Hochelaga (Montreal), where a series of rapids prevented him from going further. He was convinced that these were the last barrier before he reached Asia.



	●  On the third voyage he encountered the Iroquois again. He planted a cross and claimed the land for France. A settlement was established at Charlesbourg-Royal but was later abandoned.






These initial voyages did not provide access to Asia, but contact with Indigenous people meant it was possible to develop the lucrative fur trade.


Henry Hudson explored much of Canada and northeast America. His first two voyages were funded by the Muscovy Company of London. These initial expeditions were intended to find the Northeast Passage to China but failed. British companies were then reluctant to back him so his third voyage, in 1609, was for the Dutch East India Company. He explored the area that today is New York, sailing up the Hudson River and laying the foundation for the later Dutch colony. He also encountered the Indigenous people of the region and traded furs with them. This was used as the basis for Dutch claims to the area and led to the founding of New Amsterdam. He reached the entrance to Chesapeake Bay but did not enter and continued north to Delaware Bay. A trading post was established later at Albany. In 1610, Hudson made a final voyage sailing under the British flag on behalf of the Virginia Company and East India Company, reaching the Hudson Straits and Bay. However, he did not find a passage to Asia and was trapped by ice which caused a mutiny from the crew.




KEY FIGURE


Henry Hudson (ca. 1565–1611) An English explorer who voyaged to North America four times, working for both the Netherlands and Britain. His discoveries laid the groundwork for Dutch colonization of the Hudson River valley and British land claims in Canada.





Hudson had found a route into western Canada and the Arctic, providing further contacts for the fur trade. His journeys eventually led to conflict with French settlers over control of Canada, but besides establishing a few trading posts, permanent settlements were not established.


Spanish settlements


In 1534 Spain created the Viceroyalty New Spain. This covered the Spanish lands north of the Panama, including the southwest and Florida. This was the result of two expeditions. In 1539 de Soto led an expedition to Florida and on to the southeast, while Coronado’s expedition went across the southwest to the Great Plains.


Outposts had been established in the area around the Rio Grande to protect Spanish mines in Mexico from European powers who had begun to explore the coast of America. French pirates had attacked Spanish shipping carrying treasure in the narrow channel between the Bahamas and Florida, which greatly reduced Spanish royal revenue. To protect shipping and recover the bullion, Spain established a fortified colony along the Atlantic coast under Pedro Menéndez de Avilés. His work gained even greater importance when Spain discovered that France had built a small base, Fort Caroline, in Florida. Avilés attacked the French and killed most of those at the fort. He also built a fortified town, San Augustin, on the coast. This was the first long-lasting colonial town in present-day America. He built seven other forts along the Gulf and Atlantic coast. However, these fell to either French or Indigenous attacks and the colony was put under crown control with Avilés’ death.




KEY FIGURE


Pedro Menéndez de Avilés (1519–74) Spanish admiral, explorer, and conquistador who founded the oldest continuously settled city of San Augustin.





Failure to attract settlers from Spain to the colony led to attempts to pacify the local people by encouraging them to convert to Catholicism through Franciscan missionaries. They established a series of missions along the Atlantic Coast north of San Augustin, in Georgia, north-central Florida, and west in the Florida panhandle. Missions were built alongside major Indigenous villages and although there was some unrest and deaths of the Indigenous people from disease, the missionaries succeeded in Florida after the initial failure to build a settlement colony.


A similar process followed in New Mexico where Santa Fe was established, and missionaries were used to pacify the area. Royal orders, issued in 1573, stated that it should not be seen as a “conquest” but rather a “pacification.” Spain relied on the adelantado system and ordered the colonists to proceed “peacefully and charitably.” However, each adelantado needed to make a quick profit as they had invested a lot of money in the expedition. They evicted the Indigenous peoples from their own settlements and extorted goods, such as maize, from them. The failure to find silver mines only added to the difficulties facing the expedition and by 1602 most of the settlers had left.
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Adelantado System by which an individual is granted the right to privately fund expeditions of discovery and conquest overseas.





Missionaries considered it their duty to save Indigenous souls. However, Spain was more concerned with protecting Mexico, fearing other European powers had goals in the region, and acquiring new subjects and taxpayers. The colony failed to attract new settlers because of the harsh conditions and dependence on supplies that arrived every three or four years (see page 30). The cost of overland transport prevented the colonists from shipping agricultural products to Mexico, discouraging others who saw little possibility of economic gain. As a result, most of the settlements were missions, as even in the seventeenth century New Mexico attracted only those who lacked other opportunities or were convicts sent to the region. Consequently, the colony remained underdeveloped, with no more than 1000 settlers. Although Spain maintained their American colonies, they were poor in contrast to the wealthy Spanish empire further south but were seen as essential in protecting it.


French settlements


Although the name New France was first recorded on a map in 1529, the region became widely known as New France following the expeditions led by Jacques Cartier (see page 9). French attempts to establish settlements in South Carolina had been destroyed by the Spanish in the 1560s. This encouraged France to look further north to establish colonies. French fishers and traders had made yearly voyages to north America and been drawn into trading relationships with the Iroquois and Algonquins. Over time, their traders had learned that the commercial relationship created a bond, similar to kinship, between them. However, the French faced growing pressure from British traders and therefore established trading posts at Acadia in 1598 and Tadoussac, on the St. Lawrence, in 1600. As the threats from the British continued, the French government granted charters for the establishment of a permanent settlement at Québec.
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Charters These were official documents that granted titles, rights, and privileges.





As Québec was only a small settlement, it needed Indigenous help to survive. The settlement was so small the Indigenous peoples did not see it as a threat and welcomed the French settlers as trading partners. This attracted others into the fur trade and gave the native Huron an increased importance as mediators between the French and Indigenous groups. Much like the Spanish further south, and British in New England, the French tried to convert their trading partners to Christianity. Missionaries were present early on, but a more serious effort to convert the Indigenous peoples was made by the Jesuits in the 1630s. This mission was very successful, perhaps because the French Crown gave the Catholic Church considerable grants of land in New France which they could lease to settlers.


The number of settlers remained small, with just 3000 by 1663. French trading companies were more interested in developing the fur trade than attracting settlers. As a result, the government took over the colony and provided financial aid for settlers. However, in 1673 the government was forced to cut back spending and by 1700 the number of settlers was less than 2000. There was little to attract settlers to the region as forests had to be cleared to farm, growing seasons were short, and there was a lack of an export market. Most colonists settled along the St. Lawrence River between Québec and Montreal. Settlement also took place further west, along the Mississippi, but attracted few people. Settlements were usually near forts such as Cahokia and Detroit, but in the watershed around the Great Lakes there were no more than 2000 settlers.


The French wanted to contain potential enemies, particularly the British. Alongside the desire to increase alliances with Indigenous peoples, this led to the French establishing another colony along the Mississippi, which was known as Louisiana, to honour France’s king, Louis XIV. The capital of this new colony was New Orleans, but this was even less successful in attracting colonists. In 1746 there were just 3300 settlers and slightly more enslaved people. The lack of numbers meant they had to develop alliances with the Indigenous people, particularly as nearby British traders in South Carolina offered higher-quality goods and at lower prices. Despite the cost of the colony, it achieved its aim of putting a wedge between the two areas of Spanish settlement: Florida and New Mexico. Louisiana also allowed France to control the mouth of the Mississippi and have a presence in the Gulf of Mexico. Eventually a plantation economy developed, but it was not as profitable as France’s colonies in the West Indies.


British settlements


Over a period of 150 years British settlers established 13 colonies along the Eastern Seaboard of America. The first attempted settlement was Walter Raleigh’s failed colony at Roanoke in 1585, and the first permanent settlement was at Jamestown in 1607. However, despite the development of Virginia and other apparent settlement successes, many attempts were abandoned because of the harsh climate, diseases, and attacks from the Indigenous population.


The initial settlement of Jamestown in Chesapeake Bay followed the issue of royal charters from King James I. Few people survived the initial settlement. Eventually the possibility of growing lucrative tobacco crops attracted more settlers to the area. The second colony followed from the sailing of the Mayflower in 1620 and led to the establishment of Massachusetts, following the settlement of the Pilgrim Fathers, a small group of British Puritans, at Plymouth on Cape Cod. These two areas were chosen as they were well away from Spanish and French colonial activity and were a clear indication of Britain’s unwillingness to become involved in a conflict. Jamestown itself was well hidden in Chesapeake Bay. Life was hard for the early settlers, but eventually the population grew as the trading, or chartered companies operating under a charter from the crown, sent more settlers to the colonies. The Indigenous people in these areas were also not initially hostile, while the colonists also had strong leaders. However, the main reason for their success was economic growth. The availability of free land attracted settlers, while the profits to be made from tobacco led to an economic boom and enabled the colonists to purchase imports.


Colonies were established across two areas: Chesapeake Bay and New England (see Figure 1.4, on page 32). The first of these colonies was founded in 1629. This was the Massachusetts Bay Colony founded by John Winthrop. This was followed by Connecticut after the defeat of the Pequot in the Pequot Wars (see page 12) and then Rhode Island. In 1632, Maryland was established, following the crown setting aside land at the northern head of Chesapeake Bay, initially as a refuge for Catholics, but soon for all religions. In New England the colonies granted land to men who formed a corporation to develop a town, which would then distribute land. This resulted in settlements in New England being quite compact, whereas in Chesapeake the wealthy were given large areas of land, which resulted in the population being more dispersed.


New York, previously New Amsterdam, was captured from the Dutch in 1664. New Jersey and the Carolinas were founded by 1670. The founding of the Carolinas was an example of the growing confidence and power of the British as the region was close to the Spanish colony of Florida, whereas the first colony on Chesapeake had been hidden. Ships from Barbados brought settlers to the area who founded Charles Town, named after King Charles II. Pennsylvania and Delaware were established in the 1680s, and the last of the 13 colonies, Georgia, in 1732. As a result, British colonies stretched over 1500 miles along the Atlantic seaboard from Canada to Florida.


Comparison of political power structures, economic systems, and race relations between the European colonies


North America contained the colonies of three main European nations, along with a small Dutch colony. There were 13 British colonies along the Atlantic coast; Spanish colonies in Florida, California, and New Mexico, which included parts of the modern-day states of Texas, Colorado, Nevada, Utah, Oklahoma, Kansas, and Wyoming; and French colonies in the Mississippi valley, in Canada, and in the great area of Louisiana. The Dutch established a colony, New Netherland, in 1614, which would be taken over by the British. The nature of the colonies was very different.




ACTIVITY [image: ]


Similarity and difference


Use the information from pages 28–31 to complete the table below to show the key characteristics of the colonies. Once complete, use the information from the table to list three similarities and three differences between the colonies.
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British colonies


Britain was the last of the western European powers to establish settlements in North America, with the first permanent colony, Virginia, established in 1607, followed by Massachusetts in 1620. By the eighteenth century, Britain had established a series of 13 colonies on the Eastern Seaboard.


New England, the middle colonies, and the southern colonies had their own characteristics (see pages 32–34) and were more diverse than the colonies of either Spain or France. British influence also extended into Canada as the Hudson Bay Company had been incorporated by charter in 1670 and acted as the government for the area. Britain also had numerous holdings in the Caribbean, most notably Jamaica.


British colonies were largely run by colonial assemblies. Britain hardly interfered with the colonies up to 1750 and British rule has been described as “salutary neglect.” The franchise, that is those who could vote, was restricted and women, enslaved people, and one half of the white male population did not vote for the assemblies.


British colonies made use of different types of agriculture, from arable farming in the north to tobacco, rice, indigo (a plant which was processed to make blue dye), and cotton in the middle and southern colonies. Initially, tobacco was the main crop, with the value of exports rising significantly from £14 million in the 1670s to £100 million by the outbreak of the War of Independence. 


There was also some small-scale manufacturing, such as textiles, iron production, and shipbuilding. The economy grew dramatically in the period from 1650 to 1740, averaging a growth rate of three percent per year. This was, in part, a result of increased trade between Britain and the colonies, but also because of trade between the colonies. These developments were encouraged by the availability of credit and investment from Britain, but also because the population of the colonies was growing.


British colonies witnessed the most substantial population growth of all the colonies with the population rising from 300,000 in 1700 to over 2 million by 1775. Growth was encouraged by the substantial number who migrated from Europe and by forced migrants and enslaved people from West Africa, with some 400,000 arriving in the 13 colonies in the period 1700 to 1763. This diversity led to a religiously tolerant outlook and religious diversity, and stimulated economic development.


Partly due to a lack of trust, the British made little attempt to assimilate with Indigenous peoples, and in the late seventeenth and early eighteenth centuries were less willing to consider making agreements with them. This became evident during the Seven Years War, when the British general Edward Braddock, unaware of how much he needed their help, commented “No savage should inherit the land,” with the result that the Indigenous peoples who had been in discussion about supporting the British returned home and joined the French. This changed from the mid-eighteenth century when a closer relationship was necessary.


French colonies


The French arrived in North America in the sixteenth century and established control over the Mississippi River—lands that ran from the Gulf of Mexico through to modern-day Canada. The French Empire was essentially based on the fur trade and missionary activity and was ruled directly from France. France was very demanding of its colonies, conscripting its subjects and levying large amounts of taxation. The population of New France or Louisiana was very low compared with that of the British colonies; by the mid-eighteenth century there were probably no more than 60,000 French settlers, whereas the population of the British colonies was growing rapidly. To try to encourage colonization the French subsidized emigration, but to reduce their expenditure this ended in 1673.


Initially, the trading posts established by France had been seasonal and were based around the mouth of the St. Lawrence River. The aim of the French settlers was to supply France with raw materials, particularly furs and fish, unlike the British settlers who looked to farm the land. This brought them into close contact with the Indigenous peoples, with whom they largely enjoyed a good relationship, particularly once they supplied them with weapons to hunt. This meant that the Indigenous peoples often joined with French settlers to raid and attack the western borders of the British possessions. The French settlers allowed the Indigenous peoples to pursue their own methods of fighting, such as tar and feathering and scalping, but they also joined with them to destroy villages, such as Pickawillany in 1752. The support the Indigenous peoples gave to the French was important as they knew the land and by closely cooperating with them the French were able to conduct what became known as guerrilla warfare, which was attacks by small, unseen bands making use of the undergrowth. The close relationship between French settlers and Indigenous groups also resulted in the larger trading companies building forts to control harbors and narrow parts of the river systems.




KEY TERMS


Tar and feathering Stripping of victims who were then covered with hot tar and rolled in goose feathers.


Scalping Cutting or tearing off part of the skin from the head, with hair attached, as a trophy in warfare.
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