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John Crace is a staff feature writer for the Guardian, where he is best known for the literary pastiche ‘Digested Read’. He has also written several books, including Vertigo: One Football Fan’s Fear of Success. He lives in south-west London but travels to N17 for every home game.
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HARRY’S GAMES - CHAPTER ONE


February 8, 2012 - Morning


Shortly after 11.30 in the morning of Wednesday, February 8th 2012, the tannoy crackled inside Southwark Crown Court. ‘All parties in Mandaric and Redknapp to go to Court One’. The journalists, TV reporters and football fans who had been kicking their heels in the corridors, drinking too much coffee and trying not to appear as if they had second-guessed the verdict ever since the jury had been sent out just before lunch the previous day, formed a scrum outside the door to Court One. The media ticketing system, that had been introduced on the first day of the trial to guarantee everyone a place throughout, had ceased to be operational on the second day and ever since it had been every man and woman for themselves in a land grab for the key seats in court. Or any seat, for that matter.


‘Good old Harry,’ said one radio reporter. “His timing always has been impeccable. He’s just made sure the verdict is the lead item on every lunchtime news bulletin. What a pro!’
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