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Welcome to Connecting History!



The aim of this series is to provide rich and accessible information that will help learners, teachers and lecturers to get the most out of History. The series has dedicated resources for National 4/National 5 and Higher History. It sparks interest, provides the right level of detailed information and is straightforward to access through its consistent and clear structure.


Overall, Connecting History is designed to provide a fresh approach to the study of History. The series is:




	●  Consistent. The content of each book is structured in a similar way around the key themes of the course. This clear structure will make it easy to find what you need when studying History. Indeed, all books in the series are designed this way, so that every book, for every unit, is equally accessible. This will make it quick and easy to find the information that learners and teachers need, whether revising, extending study or planning a lesson.



	●  Focused. Up-to-date course specifications have been used to create these books. This means that it is easy for learners and teachers to find information and provides assurance that the books offer complete coverage of the examinations, as well as general study. This means that you will not have to read through multiple long texts to collate information for one content area – our authors have done this already.



	●  Relevant. The importance and significance of each area to your understanding of our world and history has been clearly set out. Background sections in each chapter capture issues in their entirety, and sub-sections go into detail on key issues, with a number of sources and interpretations included. These texts go beyond the standard material that has been in circulation for a while and bring in new opinions, evidence and historical scholarship to enrich the study of History. We hope that this will continue to foster not only an ability to be highly successful in History, but also to inspire a love of the subject.



	●  For today. These units are not just about the past, they are about today. Themes of social justice, equality, change and power are all discussed. The most up-to-date research has been reflected by our authors, old interpretations have been challenged and we have taken a fresh look at the importance of each unit. We firmly believe that it is impossible to understand the present without a firm understanding of the past.



	●  For tomorrow. This series prepares learners for the future. It provides the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to be highly successful in History exams. Perhaps just as importantly, these books help learners to be critical and curious in their engagement with History. They challenge readers to go beyond the most obvious or traditional narratives and get to the bottom of the meaning and importance of the past. These skills will make readers not only successful learners, but also effective and responsible citizens going forward.






We hope that you enjoy using the Connecting History series and that it fosters a love of History, as well as exam success.
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Several units in this series are supported by digital resources for planning, revision, extension and assessment in Boost, our online learning platform. These will be updated annually to reflect recent course and assessment updates. If the nature of the assessment changes, or the skills are tweaked, fear not, our digital resources will be updated to reflect this. To find out more about this series – including the Boost resources and eBooks – visit www.hoddergibson.co.uk/connecting-history





Our academic reviewers



Every Connecting History textbook has been reviewed by a member of our Academic Review Panel. This panel, co-ordinated by our Academic Advisory Board, consists of nine Academic Editors with links to the University of Glasgow across a range of historical specialisms.


Each Academic Editor reviewed our texts to ensure that the:




	●  historiography is in line with the latest research and scholarship



	●  content is culturally appropriate, up to date and inclusive



	●  material is accurate and states facts clearly.






This book was reviewed by Dr Alexander Marshall, senior lecturer in Russian history at Glasgow University. His publications include the monograph The Russian General Staff and Asia, 1800–1917 and The Caucasus Under Soviet Rule. He is also a lead editor and contributor for several volumes for the centenary project series on Russia’s Great War and Revolution, published by Slavica: (https://slavica.indiana.edu/series/Russia_Great_War_Series)
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Introduction



Few moments in history have seen such dramatic change as occurred in Russia during the period of the Russian revolutions. The extreme political change that came about led to the creation of the first communist government and a political idea that would fascinate those on all sides of the political spectrum.


This book traces back the roots of the revolutions to the years before the First World War. It sets out the Tsarist system, its authority and its supporters. While pressure was building against Nicholas II, it appeared in 1900 that his rule might survive the growing challenges from the countryside and cities. Communism is a political and economic system, first developed by German philosopher Karl Marx in 1848, in which the state owns all means of production. This means that the government controls all businesses and industries. Some believed that communism would create a more equal society. By the early 1900s communist ideas were becoming popular in Russia among many revolutionary groups who gained a lot of their support from urban workers. Even Karl Marx was doubtful that a revolution would occur in Russia. He believed industrial states like Britain and Germany were most likely to have a revolution.


Marx, of course, was mistaken, and by February 1917 Russia was on the brink of revolution. Economic, social and political challenges all pressured the Tsar and his system of government. By 1917 challenges were coming from every class, be it peasant, worker or industrialist. When the Tsar ordered troops in to control riots and unrest – a tactic that had allowed him to survive the 1905 Revolution – they chose to mutiny, with soldiers turning their guns on their own officers and joining the hungry, angry crowds of Petrograd. Seeing his authority evaporate, the Tsar simply abdicated, and this act ended three centuries of Romanov rule in Russia.


Yet this was not the end of the revolution. The Provisional Government that was appointed following this revolution failed to survive the same pressures that had brought down Nicholas II. Soldiers, workers and peasants longed for the simple concept of ‘peace, bread, land, and soviet power’ that had been set out by Lenin and the Bolsheviks.


These ‘April Theses’ formed the political programme that was used to undermine the Provisional Government and arguably reflected the changes that so many millions of Russians thirsted for. Lenin grew more and more certain that direct action was needed, until he finally convinced the Bolsheviks to act. They did so in October 1917, quietly pushing aside nine months of Russian democracy. Yet this was still not the end of the revolution, and it would take three more years of violence and bloodshed to allow the Bolsheviks to secure their position and establish their communist, Soviet system.


This book discusses each stage of the journey from Tsarism to communism and covers each section of the N4/N5 course. Whether you are revising for an examination, writing an assignment or deepening your understanding of a particular area, this book will help you. Each chapter covers a specific issue that could appear as an assessment question, and the information contained in the following pages will support you in writing powerful responses.


Good luck!












Chapter 1


Imperial Russia – government and people





The aim of this chapter is to establish what life was like in Imperial Russia from 1894–1917. These dates cover the reign of Tsar Nicholas II, the last Russian Tsar. This will involve building our understanding of the different sections of Imperial Russian society: the Tsarist government itself, the Russian Orthodox Church, and life for the middle class, the working class and the peasants.


We will also assess the reasons why Russian agriculture and industry was very underdeveloped in comparison to the agriculture and industry of other global powers of this era.


Finally, we will assess the reasons many within the Russian Empire were seeking reform or revolution. We will look at the grievances of the working class and peasants, and the reasons national minorities within the Russian Empire were angered by the policy of Russification.


Together, this will allow you to respond to questions from key issue one, Imperial Russia – government and people.







[image: image] Note


It is worth noting that the terms peasant and peasantry that appear throughout this book are not used in a derogatory sense here. In this context, they refer to agricultural workers of low social status. Peasants had limited political rights and were often in poverty.







Link to the assessment






	National 4 and 5







	
Key issue one: Imperial Russia – government and people




	●  The class divisions within Russian society



	●  The nature of Tsarist government



	●  The role of the Russian Orthodox Church



	●  The reasons for the backwardness of Russian agriculture and industry



	●  The reasons for discontent among the peasantry and urban workers



	●  The impact of the policy of Russification

















Background


In the late nineteenth century, the Russian Empire was the largest land empire in the world, spanning over 6400 km from east to west and 3000 km from north to south (see Figure 1.1). Living in the Russian Empire were more than 20 different nationalities and 120 million people. Many of them spoke different languages and practised different religions, and did not view themselves as Russian. In fact, a census in 1897 revealed that only 44 per cent of the population of the Russian Empire was ethnically Russian. Ruling over these national minorities was just one of the challenges facing the Russian Tsar before 1917.
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Figure 1.1 A map of the Russian Empire in 1900. Some of the main ethnic groups of those living there are included on the map




In the late nineteenth century, few countries could describe themselves as democratic. However most major powers had some form of elected parliament and the powers of monarchs were limited. This was not the case in Russia, which was an autocracy. This meant that the Tsar had absolute power over all laws and governance within Russia.


The Russian public were told not just that the Tsar was chosen by God and had a divine right to rule over them, but also that he was the very embodiment of God on Earth. Because many Russians were very religious, public criticism of the Tsar was rare due to fears it could also be viewed as criticism of God.


Tsar Nicholas II ruled Russia from 1894–1917. Many have argued that he was a weak leader. His father, Alexander III, had died suddenly in 1894, meaning Nicholas became Tsar sooner than he had expected. Nicholas was a firm believer in the power of autocracy, and was prepared to use harsh tactics to maintain his power and crush potential rebellions.


Russia had a distinct and clearly defined social class structure (see Source 1.1, below). This was designed to make sure power, wealth and authority remained in the hands of those at the top of society – the ruling class and the nobility. Those at the bottom of Russian society – the workers and peasants – had few rights and were faced with appalling living and working conditions.


Unlike other global powers of the time, Russia had been slow to modernise and industrialise. This meant its agricultural and industrial development was well behind that of other powers of the time. In addition, Russian transportation systems were poor and the sheer size of the Russian Empire caused problems in developing Russian industry.


Sergei Witte, the Tsar’s finance minister, had been tasked in the 1890s with modernising and industrialising the Russian economy. As we will see, the manner in which Witte tried to achieve this put great pressure on the working class and peasants, increasing the hardships they faced.


1.1 The class divisions within Russian society


As mentioned above, Russian society had a clearly defined class structure. While power, influence and wealth were concentrated at the top of the class pyramid, the workers and peasants at the bottom lived lives of hardship and poverty. We will assess the role and status of each section of Russian society in more detail below.




Source 1.1  [image: image]


Table 1.1 The social structure of Russia


















	

Section of society




	

Who was this?




	

Proportion of Russian population













	

The ruling class 




	

The Tsar and his family, the Royal Court and high-ranking government officials




	

0.5%









	

The nobility and landowners 




	

Wealthy landowning nobles, highest-ranking members of the civil service, high-ranking members of the Orthodox Church, and military generals and officers




	

12%









	

The middle class 




	

Lower-ranking civil servants, professionals such as lawyers and doctors, and a growing number of merchants and businessmen




	

1.5%









	

The working class




	

Factory workers and small traders in towns and cities




	

4%









	

Peasants 




	

Agricultural workers, most of whom were subsistence farmers on small strips of land rented from landowning nobles




	

82%












Lynch, M. (1992) Access to History: Reaction and Revolution: Russia 1894–1924, 4th edn, Hodder Education, p. 7
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Figure 1.2 A Social Democratic Party propaganda poster showing the social structure of the Tsarist state. The text reads, from top to bottom: ‘We rule you; We fool you; We eat instead of you; We shoot you; We work for you’. This shows that many Russians were starting to become angry at the lack of power they had within the Russian Empire.




1.1.1 The ruling class


The ruling class refers to the Tsar, his family, the Royal Court and the highest-ranking government officials. These government officials were usually chosen from the nobility.


All political power was held by the ruling class, who also dominated Russia in terms of land ownership and wealth. The Tsar alone owned 10 per cent of all land in Russia.


1.1.2 The nobility and landowners


More than 25 per cent of all land in Russia was owned by the nobility. Many of these people were extremely rich, renting out land on their enormous country estates to hundreds of peasant families.


By the 1900s most landowners were absent from their countryside estates for much of the year. Instead, they spent the majority of their time in St Petersburg and Moscow, where they also owned fancy properties. Here they attended high-society social events like masquerade (masked) balls and galas (see Figure 1.3). Some nobles had begun to sell their land in the countryside to peasants and to live solely in cities.
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Figure 1.3 A high-society ball in St Petersburg, 23 February 1913. In the centre of the painting, the Tsar and his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, can be seen dancing.




High-ranking members of the Orthodox Church, military officers and generals, and the highest-ranking civil servants were also part of the nobility. Titles and positions within the Church, government and military were used by the Tsar to reward loyalty and to ensure his regime continued to be supported by the rich and powerful.


Rankings and titles within the nobility were usually hereditary, to ensure that power and influence remained in the hands of a few families.


Sergei Witte, himself a member of the nobility, claimed that ‘many of the aristocracy are unbelievably avaricious [greedy] hypocrites, scoundrels and good-for-nothings’.


1.1.3 The middle class


Russia’s middle class was very small in comparison to the middle classes of other European countries of the time. This was due to the fact that Russia had been slow to modernise and industrialise. However, by 1900, the Russian middle class was growing in size.


The middle class included lower-ranking civil servants, professionals such as lawyers, teachers and doctors, and merchants, bankers and industrialists. The people were concentrated mainly in Russia’s two largest cities: Moscow and St Petersburg. They enjoyed a very good lifestyle: they had generously sized houses, enjoyed a wide variety of food, and frequently attended the opera, ballet and theatre.


Politically, many middle-class people were liberals. Although they were generally supportive of the Tsar, they were frustrated that they held virtually no political influence or power. Many looked to the British parliamentary system at the time, in which the middle class had much more power, and wanted a similar form of government in Russia.


The middle class had been expanding its social and political role. Many sat on town zemstvos (see Important Note), supporting schools and becoming art patrons, founding museums and art galleries.


The professional classes – doctors, lawyers and teachers – were beginning to play a more significant role in local government. Lawyers, in particular, were becoming active in politics.




[image: image] Note


Zemstvos were a bit like an early Russian equivalent of local councils. Members of zemstvos were elected and had the power to oversee local improvements like road maintenance, school provision and medical services. However, the power of zemstvos had been greatly reduced by Nicholas II.





1.1.4 The working class


Like the middle class, the size of the Russian working class was comparatively small and was mostly to be found living in major cities. Most urban workers were young and male. Many were former peasants who had moved away from the countryside in the hope of finding better living and working conditions in cities.


By 1900, however, an increasing number of urban workers had less of a connection to the countryside – more than a third were young men whose fathers had themselves worked in factories and mines and on the railways. Working-class women were mostly employed in textile factories in St Petersburg and Moscow.


Wages for all urban workers were generally very low and working conditions very poor. There were a high number of deaths from accidents and work-related health problems. Most workers faced a minimum of 11-hour working days in factories where there was dangerous machinery and accidents and injuries were common. Workers were often denied access to insurance; even those who lost a limb or an eye in an accident were compensated with only a few roubles.


Living conditions were generally appalling. Workers were often forced to live in barracks-style accommodation inside the gates of the factory where they worked. This accommodation was usually dirty and unsanitary, and offered no privacy to the workers. Men, women and families were separated only by curtains. In factories with 24-hour shift patterns, it was not uncommon for one bed to be shared between a day-shift worker and a night-shift worker.


[image: image]

Figure 1.4 Living conditions were cramped for Russian factory workers. This Moscow factory had 40 to 50 beds in each room, offering no privacy to the workers.




Politically, the working class had very limited power or influence. Joining trade unions and taking strike action were both illegal. However, this did not prevent many strikes from taking place.


1.1.5 Peasants


The vast majority of Russians were peasants – more than 80 per cent of the population. Before 1861, Russian peasants had been serfs. This meant they were virtually owned by the landlords from whom they rented land. In 1861 the Emancipation of the Serfs had freed peasants from servitude and granted them plots of land. However, this land had to be paid for through redemption payments to the government for 49 years. These payments carried a high interest rate and were hereditary, meaning peasant families were still faced with the burden of paying them by the 1900s.




[image: image] Note


Until 1861 many Russian peasants had been serfs. Serfs were treated as the property of landowners. They could not own property themselves and could neither marry nor leave their village without the permission of their landlord. Serfs could also be sold along with the land they worked on.


In 1861 the Emancipation of the Serfs freed all peasants from serfdom. Even though this event occurred several years before the time period you are studying, it was still having an impact on Russian peasants by 1894. Freed serfs had been granted plots of land; however, they had to pay the government for this land in the form of redemption payments.


By the 1900s many peasants felt that although emancipation had promised them greater freedom, in reality it was adding to the challenges they faced.





By 1900 peasants were still subject to restrictions in the villages where they lived. These affected the way they farmed and their personal freedom. For example, they could not leave their village without permission. Life for most peasants was hard and unforgiving. They slogged out their lives on the small patches of land they owned, with many also working on the estates of the nobility to earn extra income.


[image: image]

Figure 1.5 Russian peasants photographed around 1900. Note the very basic wooden and thatched housing, the well in the foreground and the traditional style of clothing.




Most peasants were poor, illiterate and uneducated. Some, however, referred to as kulaks, were quite well off. They were able to hire others to work for them and sometimes rented or purchased additional land.


Harvests were crucial for peasants. Most peasants got by in good years, but in years of bad harvests there could be widespread starvation. For example, 400,000 peasants died during a period of famine in 1891.




[image: image] Note


Regardless of class or status, Russia was a deeply sexist and patriarchal society. Russian laws gave men almost unlimited power over their wives. Married women needed their husband’s permission to get a job, enter higher education or apply for a passport. Russian women could not apply for a divorce.


When a man died, most of his property was inherited by his sons or closest living male relative.


Marital violence was considered acceptable, if not expected. Such treatment is clear from a traditional Russian saying: ‘The more you beat the old woman, the tastier the soup will be.’





Disease was widespread due to poor living conditions. Peasants could often be faced with epidemics of typhus and diphtheria. Debt, poverty, drunkenness and sexually transmitted diseases were all common problems for peasants.




Key fact summary 














	

The structure of Russian society













	

Russian society was very clearly defined in the 1900s. At the top of the pyramid were the ruling elites and the nobility. Virtually all power, wealth and influence were held by those at the top of the pyramid.









	

At the bottom, peasants and urban workers made up more than 85 per cent of the population but had no political power and lived lives of poverty and hardship.









	

The Russian nobility owned more than 25 per cent of all land in Russia, from which they made vast fortunes. Nobles were appointed to key positions within government and the military as a way of ensuring they were supportive of the Tsar.









	

Russia’s middle class was growing in size by the 1900s. Many of them wanted greater political influence and the introduction of an elected parliament.









	

The working class faced shocking living conditions and similarly dreadful working conditions in Russian factories. They were faced with low wages, risky work environments and poor-quality accommodation.









	

The majority of Russians were peasants, most of them faced with lives of debt, hardship, poverty and struggle. Many peasants were illiterate and they had very little political power.

















Activities




	1    Draw a pyramid to represent the different sections of Russian society. For each of these, include a one-sentence summary of their status and role within Russian society.



	2    What was the biggest concern for each section of society? (Consider issues such as political power, and living and working conditions.)



	3    Which section(s) of society do you think the Tsar would have been most concerned about keeping happy? Think carefully and explain your answer. Once you have completed your work on this chapter, come back to this question to see if your view has changed.








1.2 The nature of Tsarist government


The Tsar of Russia did not share power with a parliament. According to the coronation oath taken by the Tsar, his authority was absolute and unlimited by laws or parliaments. This meant that, as an autocrat, Tsar Nicholas II (see Figure 1.6) could rule Russia as he wished. There were no constraints on his power. 
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Figure 1.6 Tsar Nicholas II






[image: image] Note


As we will see in Chapters 2 and 3, many people viewed Tsar Nicholas II as a weak ruler and someone who was completely unable to deal with the challenges he faced. Indeed, one of his own ministers described him as ‘unfit to run a village post office’.


Nicholas had a tendency to change his mind frequently, often agreeing with the last person he had spoken to. 


Nicholas was heavily influenced by his wife, Tsarina Alexandra, and relied on her advice when faced with difficult decisions. The Tsarina was deeply religious and a firm supporter of autocracy. She, too, believed that Nicholas should not reduce his autocratic powers by making any moves towards a constitutional monarchy.





Tsar Nicholas II was a firm believer in the power of autocracy and made it clear early in his reign that he did not intend to reduce his powers or authority:




Source 1.2  [image: image]


Let it be known to all that I shall devote all my strength … to maintaining the principle of autocracy just as firmly and unflinchingly as it was preserved by my unforgettable father.


Speech given by Nicholas II in St Petersburg in January 1895





Nicholas is generally considered a weaker and less decisive ruler than his father. However, he had a violent and ruthless streak when it came to dealing with opponents and protests.


Nicholas was strongly antisemitic and encouraged attacks and pogroms on Russia’s Jewish community as a way of taking attention away from problems that occurred during his reign. He was certain that his unshakable belief in autocracy and his ruthless attitude to protests helped to make the Tsarist regime more secure.


The Tsarist regime was reliant on several features to ensure it was supported by all sections of Russian society and to prevent any serious opposition from developing. These features are sometimes referred to as the pillars of autocracy, and they included:




	●  the nature of the Tsarist government



	●  censorship



	●  state violence and repression through the army and the Okhrana (Russian secret police)



	●  the role of the Orthodox Church.






We will examine the role of the Orthodox Church later in the chapter (pages 13–16). For now, we will assess the roles of the other features in more detail.


1.2.1 The nature of the Tsarist government


The Tsar’s rule was supported by a council of ten ministers and advisors. The Tsar had the power to appoint and dismiss members of this council as he saw fit. Ministers therefore tended to be appointed on the basis of friendship and loyalty to the Tsar, rather than their ability.


Ministerial appointments were used as a way of giving power and influence to members of the nobility. Landlords and other rich nobles were also frequently appointed to positions of power within the civil service and the military. Positions within the civil service were split into 14 different ranks. Each rank had its own uniform, and those who reached the eighth rank or higher gained noble titles. This helped to ensure the Tsar received support from the richest and most powerful members of Russian society.


The nature of autocracy meant there was no way for ordinary Russians to voice any opposition to the Tsar, as there was no parliament and the business of government was carried out behind closed doors.


When opposition did arise, the Tsarist state had developed a legal system that was designed to support the authority of the Tsar and suppress the opposition. From 1881 the punishment for suspected revolutionaries was katorga – exile to forced labour camps in remote regions of Siberia. The living conditions in these labour camps during the long winter months were particularly brutal (see Figure 1.7). During the 1880s an average of 11,200 prisoners were transported to these labour camps each year.
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Figure 1.7 Prisoners working at a labour camp on Sakhalin Island, Siberia, photographed in the 1890s




1.2.2 Censorship


Before 1905 Russians did not have the right to freedom of speech, it was illegal to form a political party and the government heavily censored the press. Anything that posed a threat to the Tsarist regime was outlawed, including things that might spread democratic ideas or radical ideas about change. Newspapers and books were censored and the regime used the Okhrana to hunt down anyone suspected of publishing or spreading this type of material. This meant that any opposition movements had to take place underground.


1.2.3 State violence and suppression


The Russian army was the largest in Europe and was crucial to the survival of the Tsarist regime. The Tsar relied on the army to shut down protests and rebellions against his rule. From 1883 to 1903 the army was used to crush more than 1500 domestic protests. The Peasant Uprising of 1902 is a notable example of this. It saw 40,000 peasants take part in a revolt against landlords in Poltava and Kharkov provinces. This was brutally put down by the army through a mixture of executions and arrests.


These tactics were effective as they ensured that any opposition to the Tsar had to remain underground. The army was controlled by officers who were mainly from upper-class noble backgrounds. They had been appointed due to their personal relationship with the Tsar and so their loyalty was unquestionable.
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