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CHAPTER ONE

Friends in the Forest

“Peep! Peep!”

“Dad,” Lily Hart called, “the ducklings are hungry!”

“Give them some seeds to keep them happy,” her dad said, clearing the work table where he treated poorly animals. “I’ll check them over in a moment.”

Lily’s best friend, Jess, grabbed some seeds from a bag. “I love helping your parents,” she told Lily. “I’m so glad we’re best friends.”

Lily grinned at Jess. Her parents ran the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital in a converted barn behind their cottage in Brightley village. Both girls loved working in the hospital, or feeding different creatures in their pens outside.

Soon the ducklings had gobbled up the all the seeds.


“Come on, greedy,” said Mr Hart, lifting one of them onto his table.

“What will happen to them now?” asked Jess.

“If Dad says they’re strong enough, we’ll release them back where we found them on Brightley Stream,” Lily explained. “The poor things had been abandoned by their mother. They were all alone and very hungry.”
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“Feathers – fine. Feet and bill – excellent. Weight – perfect,” said Mr Hart, popping the duckling into a box. “Next?”

Lily carefully passed him another duckling, while Jess picked up a third.

“Its feathers are so soft,” Jess said, cuddling the little bird against her jumper. “Will they be able to find food for themselves?”

“Easily!” said Lily. “They’ve lived on our pond for the last few days, eating duckweed, grass, worms, slugs…”

“Yuck!” said Jess. She pretended to shudder, making her blonde hair swing.

Mr Hart laughed. “It might be yuck to you,” he said, “but it’s not yuck to a duck!” He placed the last duckling into the box. “Ready to go!”

“Can we release them?” Lily asked.

“Please?” begged Jess.

“Of course,” said Mr Hart. He lifted the box into Jess’s arms. “You carry them, and Lily will show you exactly where we found the little things. Have fun!”

They set off for Brightley Stream. Jess walked very carefully, keeping the box level. They could hear the ducklings scrabbling around inside it.

“Dad doesn’t need to worry about us having fun,” said Lily with a smile. “Especially with Goldie around!”
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Goldie the cat came from Friendship Forest, a magical world filled with talking animals. She had already taken Lily and Jess on two adventures there. Each time, Lily and Jess had helped stop Grizelda, an evil witch, from driving the animals away.

“I hope we see Goldie soon,” said Jess.

Lily nodded. “She said she’d find us if Grizelda was up to no good again.”

The girls gently set the ducklings on the water near the stepping stones.

“They look happy!” Jess said.

The ducklings bobbed around, dipping their beaks in the stream, but always staying close together. Gradually they grew braver, and one climbed the bank to peck the grass.

When Lily stood to brush off her tunic, she felt something soft touch her leg. She looked down, expecting to see a duckling, but saw instead a beautiful cat with golden fur and eyes as green as fresh lettuce.

“Goldie!” she cried in delight. “She’s back!”

The girls stroked the purring cat. Goldie rubbed around their ankles, then mewed up at them and darted towards the stepping stones that crossed Brightley Stream. She looked back at the girls and they knew exactly why she wanted them to follow her.

“She’s taking us to Friendship Forest!” said Jess with a grin. “Come on!”
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