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Get the most from this book


Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it – personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.


Tick to track your progress


Use the revision planner to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes.





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.


Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam. The summaries provide a quick-check bullet list for each topic.
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Now test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Key quotes


Quotations from key sources are provided to aid your understanding of important concepts.
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Exam practice


Practice exam questions are provided for each topic. Use them to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Online


Go online to check your answers to the exam questions at www.hoddereducation.co.uk/myrevisionnotes
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Marking grids


It is important to know the structure of the exam paper and the type of questions that will be asked. You should consider the number of marks allocated to each question, as this will help you understand how much time to spend on your answer.


For the higher mark questions it is important to look at the marking grids to help you understand what is required for each of the mark bands.


You should use these marking grids when answering the questions in the Exam practice boxes throughout this book, though do note that the exam advice provided is the work of the authors and has not been checked or verified by OCR.


Beliefs and teachings & Practices – Christianity and Islam


(d) questions – 6 marks
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(e) questions – 15 marks
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Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a Christian perspective



(b) questions – 6 marks





	Level
(Mark)

	AO1




	3
(5-6)

	

A good demonstration of knowledge and understanding in response to the question:





•  Good understanding of the question shown by appropriate selection of religious knowledge



•  Selection of appropriate sources of wisdom and authority with detail and/or developed explanation



•  Good knowledge and understanding of different viewpoints within Christianity



•  Good knowledge and understanding of the influence on individuals, communities and societies



•  Good knowledge and understanding of the breadth and/or depth of the issues









	2
(3-4)

	

An adequate but under-developed demonstration of knowledge and/or understanding in response to the question:





•  Adequate understanding of the question shown by some use of religious knowledge



•  Selection of appropriate sources of wisdom and authority with superficial explanation and/or description



•  Adequate knowledge and understanding of different viewpoints within Christianity



•  Adequate knowledge and understanding of the influence on individuals, communities and societies



•  Adequate but underdeveloped knowledge and understanding of the breadth and/or depth of issues









	1
(1-2)

	

Limited/weak demonstration of knowledge and/or understanding in response to the question:





•  Limited understanding of the question shown by factual errors or generalised responses with little connection to the question



•  Points may be listed and/or lacking in relevant detail related to the issues



•  Weak knowledge understanding of different viewpoints within Christianity



•  Weak knowledge and understanding of the influence on individuals, communities and societies









	0
(0)

	

No response or no response worthy of credit









(c) questions – 6 marks
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(d) questions – 15 marks
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Countdown to my exams




[image: ]


6–8 weeks to go





•  Start by looking at the specification – make sure you know exactly what material you need to revise and the style of the examination. Use the revision planner to familiarise yourself with the topics.



•  Organise your notes, making sure you have covered everything on the specification. The revision planner will help you to group your notes into topics.



•  Work out a realistic revision plan that will allow you time for relaxation. Set aside days and times for all the subjects that you need to study, and stick to your timetable.



•  Set yourself sensible targets. Break your revision down into focused sessions of around 40 minutes, divided by breaks. These Revision Notes organise the basic facts into short, memorable sections to make revising easier.
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2–6 weeks to go





•  Read through the relevant sections of this book and refer to the exam tips, key quotes and key terms. Tick off the topics as you feel confident about them. Highlight those topics you find difficult and look at them again in detail.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Now test yourself’ questions in the book. Look up the answers at the back of the book.



•  Make a note of any problem areas as you revise, and ask your teacher to go over these in class.



•  Look at sample papers and past papers. They are one of the best ways to revise and practise your exam skills. Write or prepare planned answers to the exam practice questions provided in this book. Check your answers online at www.therevisionbutton.co.uk/myrevisionnotes




•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.
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One week to go





•  Try to fit in at least one more timed practice of an entire sample or past paper and seek feedback from your teacher, comparing your work closely with the mark scheme.



•  Check the revision planner to make sure you haven’t missed out any topics. Brush up on any areas of difficulty by talking them over with a friend or getting help from your teacher.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example the exam tips, key quotes and key terms.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need – extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water, sweets.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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My exams


J625/06 Religion, philosophy and ethics in the modern world from a Christian perspective


Date:


Time:


Location:


J625/01 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings & Practices


Date:


Time:


Location:


J625/02 Islam: Beliefs and teachings & Practices


Date:


Time:


Location:
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Section 1.1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings


Topic 1.1.1 The nature of God


Christians believe the following about the nature of God:





•  Christianity is a monotheistic religion because it teaches that there is only one God.



•  This God is eternal, which means that God is outside of time, he is without a beginning or end.



•  He is omniscient, knowing everything. He is able to see the whole of time past, the present and the future.



•  Existing outside of time and space means that he is transcendent, that is to say he is above all created things.



•  God is also immanent, acting in human history throughout all ages.



•  In acting in this way God is able to demonstrate his benevolence towards humans as well as, at times, his judgement.



•  Christians understand God to be personal. In the Bible God is often shown to be in a relationship with people through prayer, visions and the presence of the Holy Spirit.



•  God is omnipotent; he is all powerful. This means he can do anything logically possible within his nature.



•  Christians believe that God’s perfect nature and omniscience ensure that he is a fair and righteous judge of humans.



•  God sees all that humans do, say and think. He has set rules and provided a perfect example of godly living when he came into the world as Jesus.
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Exam tip


Make sure you can use the correct terms to describe the nature of God – for example, transcendent, omniscient and eternal.
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Although all Christians believe God has these characteristics, different groups of Christians emphasise some more than others. For example, the characteristic of God as judge was strongly favoured by the Church in the 14th and 15th centuries. In recent times, the forgiving and loving characteristics of God are emphasised in some Protestant denominations.
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Now test yourself





1  What does monotheistic mean?



2  Give three characteristics of God.



3  Describe what it is that Christians believe about God’s nature that makes him a fair judge.



4  How do Christians believe God has provided a perfect example of godly living?
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Key quotes


These key quotes can help you describe how Christians view the nature of God:


‘For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.’ (John 3:16–18)


‘You shall have no other gods before me … You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything … You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God … Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy.’ (Exodus 20:3–8)
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Topic 1.1.2 The concept of God as a Trinity of persons



Most Christians believe that the Bible presents God as a Holy Trinity, being one God but having three distinct persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.





•  Each of the persons is God and there is only one God.



•  Each person of the Trinity is distinct.



•  All persons of the Trinity are equal – they have the perfect, complete relationship.



•  Each person in the Trinity – Father, Son and Holy Spirit – fulfils a different role.



•  The Father is often referred to simply as God, and Christians identify the Son as Jesus.



•  Both God the Father and the Holy Spirit are unseen, while Christians believe that Jesus, the Son, was the human form of God who lived on Earth over 2,000 years ago and then returned to heaven.





There are some denominations that think the belief in the Trinity leads to the idea that there is more than one God and puts the monotheism of Christianity in danger. They see it as going against the second of the Ten Commandments in Exodus 20:3.


Unitarians such as the Christadelphians do not believe in the Trinity.
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Key quotes


These key quotes will help you describe how Christians view the concept of God as a Trinity of persons:


‘And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever – the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.’ (John 14:16–17)


‘In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:


Who, being in very nature God,


did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage;


rather, he made himself nothing


by taking the very nature of a servant,


being made in human likeness.


And being found in appearance as a man,


he humbled himself


by becoming obedient to death –


even death on a cross!’ (Philippians 2:5–8)







[image: ]


Exam tip


Make sure you are familiar with the teachings in the Nicene Creed and The Apostles’ Creed.
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Now test yourself





1  What is the Holy Trinity?



2  State three Christian beliefs about the Trinity.



3  State two Christian denominations that do not believe in the Trinity.



4  What reasons do some Christians have for not believing in the Trinity?



5  Describe how Philippians 2:5–8 and John 14:16–17 can be used to support the Christian belief in the Trinity.
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Topic 1.1.3 Biblical accounts of creation



In the Bible, God is shown to be the one who brings the world into existence. While there are different interpretations of the creation stories in the Bible, all Christians agree that God caused the universe to exist.


The role of God the Father as creator in Genesis


At the start of the Genesis account of creation, God brings order to chaos. By speaking aloud, God then brings all things into existence, starting with light itself. Over six days, through the power of his word the earth takes form and is filled with plants and creatures.


Everything in creation demonstrates God’s power and purpose. All that God creates is described as ‘good’ and once creation is completed God describes it as ‘very good’.


God also names parts of nature, for example, ‘God called the dry land “Earth”’ (Genesis 1:10). This shows God’s authority over creation.


The final part of God’s creation in Genesis 1 is the creation of humans. Humanity, unlike any other part of creation, is made in the image of God.


The role of the Spirit in Genesis 1 and 2


In Genesis 1 the Spirit is present, ‘hovering over the waters’. This image of the Spirit ‘hovering’ is meant to give the same idea as a bird sitting over a nest of eggs, caring for them to bring them into life. In the same way, the Spirit is preparing to bring life into the world.


When God created Adam, Genesis 2 describes how God ‘breathed into his [Adam’s] nostrils the breath of life’. This description of how God brought Adam to life by his breath can also be translated as spirit. This shows God’s unique relationship with humanity.


The role of the Word in Creation (John 1)


In John 1 the title given to the Son of God is ‘the Word’. The Word is present with God before the world is created, and the Word is God. Through the Word life is given to all things, and without him there would be no life.


The Word becomes flesh when he is incarnated as Jesus and lives on Earth.
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Exam tip


You must be familiar with Genesis 1 and 2 as well as John 1.
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Now test yourself





1  Describe the way in which God creates in Genesis 1.



2  How is the creation of humans different to the way God creates the rest of the world?



3  Which passage in the Bible describes the role of the Word in creation?



4  What is the role of the Spirit in creation?



5  State one reason why the role of the Father, the Spirit and the Word in creation is important to Christians.
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Topic 1.1.4 The role and purpose of human beings



Humans are made in the image of God. In Genesis 1:28 God gives humans authority over the earth, to rule over his creation. Humans are also told to ‘be fruitful’, meaning they should have children and populate the earth.


Adam is placed in the Garden of Eden to take care of it and Eve is created as his helper. Adam and Eve have a perfect relationship with God. They are created with the ability to make choices – they possess free will.


God places one rule on them: they must not eat from the tree of ‘the knowledge of good and evil’ (Genesis 2:17).


The Fall


When God places this one rule on Adam and Eve, it is the first law he gives to humanity and it carries with it a punishment if it is broken.


In Genesis 3 Adam and Eve use the free will that God has given them. The serpent, described as ‘crafty’, questions God’s command to Adam and Eve not to eat the fruit of the tree of life. The serpent suggests that God wants to prevent Adam and Eve from gaining the same knowledge as God.


Eve is tempted by the way the fruit looks and the possibility of the greater knowledge that she believes she will gain by eating it. She chooses to eat the fruit and to share some with Adam.


Adam and Eve have now disobeyed God and this disobedience is called sin. This is known as original sin – the first occasion on which mankind disobeyed God.


This event destroys the perfect relationship that had existed between God and humanity. God punishes Adam and Eve for their disobedience and then sends them out from the Garden of Eden.


The Fall is the term used to describe this move of humans out of a perfect relationship with God and into disobedience and a broken relationship.


Many Christians believe that the Fall has affected the entire human race. They believe that every person born since the Fall is affected by this original sin.


Many Christians believe that original sin means that all humans are born out of a relationship with God and in need of his salvation to bring them back into the relationship. Original sin means that unless the price of the sin is paid, a person has no hope of eternal life in heaven with God.
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Now test yourself





1  State the roles given to Adam and Eve by God.



2  What is the rule that God gives to Adam and Eve?



3  What causes Eve to disobey God?



4  Describe the effect of the Fall.
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Topic 1.1.5 Different and divergent interpretations of the Genesis creation story



Christians have different ways of understanding the creation story in Genesis. However, all Christians agree that:





•  God created the universe



•  God acted out of love and goodness – he cares for his creation, even in its broken and sinful state



•  human beings are made in God’s image but are sinful and lack his perfection.





Literal interpretations of Genesis


Some Christians take Genesis 1–3 literally. They believe that the Bible is God’s actual words and that the accounts in this section of Genesis are providing an accurate historical account of the creation of the world and the Fall.


These Christians are taking what is known as a creationist approach. They reject any science that suggests that the world was not made in six days.


Creationists would argue that the world is approximately 5,700 years old. These Christians argue that as the Bible is inspired by God, and as God’s word is infallible, it should be taken as an absolute truth.


Genesis as myth


Many Christians interpret the Genesis accounts as myths. There are many reasons to support the view that these accounts are mythological, including:





•  the apparent differences between both the style and order of accounts given in Genesis 1 and 2



•  scientific research which has evidence to show that the universe is billions of years old rather than several thousand years old, so the Genesis accounts cannot be literally true.





The details of ancient myths do not need to be taken literally but they are believed to tell us some important truths about the uniqueness of humans from all other parts of creation and the possibility of humans having a relationship with God.


This approach leads some Christians to a view known as Theistic Evolution. They believe that life developed through the process of evolution. However, they also believe that evolution was a process that was started by God and is the mechanism by which God brings about life.


Many Christians do not think that the days that are referred to in Genesis 1 need to be taken literally because they would say that God’s time is not the same as our time. This view would suggest that each day of the week in the creation story actually represents a longer period of time. This makes the creation account more compatible with the evidence that science provides about the age and development of the earth.
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Now test yourself





1  When considering the accounts of creation from Genesis, what three things do all Christians agree on?



2  Why do some Christians believe that the most appropriate way to understand Genesis is as a myth?



3  What is another name for the literal approach to interpreting Genesis 1–3?



4  How do Christians who take the literal approach respond to the fact that the biblical accounts conflict with scientific evidence?
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Exam tip


Make sure that you are familiar with Genesis 3:1–19.
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Topic 1.1.6 The problem of evil and suffering and a loving and righteous God



Christians believe that original sin caused humans to lose their immortality and because of this all humans will one day die. Suffering caused by death is therefore a direct result of original sin.


When humans today continue to disobey God, their sin creates further suffering in the world. This leads to the problem of evil, which says:





•  If God is benevolent then he would care enough to stop the suffering caused by evil, but he hasn’t – perhaps he is not omnipotent.
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Level Level
(Mark) | AO1 (Mark) | A02
® Good knowledge and understanding of @ Evidence of critical evaluation including
different viewpoints within Christianity/ comment on, and comparison of,
Islam Good knowledge and arguments from different Christian/
understanding of the influence on Muslim groups
individuals, communities and societies @ Evidence of judgement on the issue in
the stimulus and a balanced conclusion
to the discussion
2 An adequate but under-developed 3 An adequate but under-developed
") demonstration of knowledge and/ (7-9) attempt to respond to the stimulus,
or understanding in response to the demonstrating some or all of the
question: following:
® Adequate understanding of the o Different viewpoints offered with some
question shown by some use of evidence of reasoned argument and/or
religious knowledge discussion
@ Selection of appropriate sources of ® Adequate but underdeveloped analysis
wisdom and authority with superficial and evaluation of the significance and/
explanation and/or description or influence of the issue on some
® Adequate knowledge and Christian/Muslim groups
understanding of different viewpoints ® Evidence of comment on, and
within Christianity/Islam comparison of, arguments
® Adequate knowledge and @ Evidence of judgement on the issue in
understanding of the influence on the stimulus and some conclusion to
individuals, communities and societies the discussion
1 Limited/weak demonstration of 2 A limited attempt to respond to the
0] knowledge and/or understanding in (4-6) stimulus, demonstrating some or all of the
response to the question: following:
@ Limited understanding of the question o Different views may be stated but with
shown by factual errors or generalised little or no development
responses with little connection to the ® Good analysis and/or evaluation of the
question significance and/or influence of the
@ Points may be listed and/or lacking in issue on some Christian/Muslim groups
relevant detail related to the issues ® Response may contain some
® Weak knowledge understanding of inaccuracies or misunderstanding of
different viewpoints within Christianity/ the issue in the stimulus
Islam @ Little evidence of judgement on the
® Weak knowledge and understanding issue in the stimulus
of the inf_lqence Gl inqiv!duals, 1 Aweak attempt to respond to the
communities and societies 1-3) stimulus, demonstrating some or all of the
following:
® Asingle viewpoint may be stated with
little or no support or justification or
views may be stated as a list
® Response may be simplistic, purely
descriptive and/or very brief
® No attempt to offer judgement on the
issue in the stimulus
0 No response or no response worthy of 0 No response or no response worthy of
[t} credit. [t} credit
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