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Jack Frost’s Spell

 

I think teachers shout and boss

And get their way by being cross.

So that’s the perfect job for me.

I’ll be as bad as bad can be.

 

Silly Tilly’s much too nice

To teach the world of frost and ice.

She is helpful, kind and calm,

But I’ll fill students with alarm!
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Chapter One: A School Day Together

 

Chapter Two: Tilly’s Tale

 

Chapter Three: A Bucket, a Mop and Some Magic

 

Chapter Four: Jack Frost’s Notes

 

Chapter Five: School for Scamps
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“I love the fact that I am actually walking to school with you,” said Rachel Walker to her best friend Kirsty Tate. “I wish we went to the same one all the time.”

“Me too,” said Kirsty, linking arms with Rachel. “But I’m excited to be here even just for a day. It’s such a special occasion.”

Ahead of them, lots of children were on their way to school. Everyone seemed hopeful and excited, and laughter filled the air. They had been waiting for this day for a very long time. At last, the school’s dazzling new state-of-the-art ICT centre was about to open.


 


[image: images]



 


“We were fundraising for a whole year,” Rachel remembered. “We did sponsored swims, cake sales and raffles.”

“And a jumble sale and a sponsored read,” Kirsty added. “I helped with those, remember?”

“I’ll never forget that,” said Rachel, squeezing her arm. “That’s why you’ve been allowed a day off from your school to spend with me!”

Rachel and Kirsty had been best friends ever since they first met on Rainspell Island. Together, they had helped the Rainbow Fairies and had become secret friends with all of Fairyland.

“You’re so lucky to have an ICT centre at last,” Kirsty went on. “Everyone in your school will be able to use the latest computers, and you’ll have training sessions, amazing presentations, films and writing workshops – it sounds brilliant!”

“It’s not just us,” Rachel added. “All the local schools are going to be allowed to use it. That’s why they’ve all been invited to the opening ceremony.”

Everyone was going to take part in a short ICT course, and at the end there would be a prize-giving ceremony to hand out the centre’s first-ever certificates.

“I can’t wait to see it,” Kirsty said.

“It’s taken a whole year to build, and nobody except the headmaster has been allowed to look inside,” Rachel told her friend. “I think the teachers are as excited as we are to find out what it’s like!”

“So tell me more about your teachers,” Kirsty went on. “Which one’s your favourite?”
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“I really like Mr Pike,” said Rachel. “He’s so funny. And I think you’ll like Mrs Bowler too – she’s very kind.”




Kirsty suddenly noticed that all the other children were ahead of them.

“Goodness, Rachel, we’ll be late if we don’t hurry up,” she exclaimed. “Come on!”
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Just then, the girls heard a bicycle bell ringing behind them. They turned and saw a lady with a helmet cycling towards them.

“No dawdling, girls,” she called out. “You don’t want to be late, today of all days!”

“That’s Mrs Bowler,” whispered Rachel. “She’s quite strict but she’s nice underneath.”

The teacher cycled past them, and the girls watched her go. There was a pile of different-sized books strapped to the back of her bicycle, and suddenly something small and sparkly tumbled from the pile.
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“Mrs Bowler, you’ve dropped something!” called Rachel.

But the teacher didn’t hear her. Rachel started to call again, but Kirsty grabbed her arm.
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“Wait!” she said in a thrilled voice. “That’s not a book. It’s a fairy!”
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Luckily, none of the other children had turned around when Rachel shouted. The blonde-haired fairy zoomed towards them and landed on the palm of Kirsty’s hand. She was wearing a pair of pink, cropped trousers and a silky blue blouse with a pussycat bow. Kirsty cupped her hands around the fairy and smiled at her.

“Hello,” she said. “I’m Kirsty and this is my best friend Rachel.”
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“Oh, I know who you are,” said the fairy. “Everyone in Fairyland knows how kind you are to us. That’s why I’m here. I’m Tilly the Teacher Fairy, by the way. I look after teachers all over the human and fairy worlds.”

“Hello, Tilly,” said Rachel. “Has something happened?”

“Yes,” Tilly replied, looking very upset. “Jack Frost has stolen all my magical objects!”

Rachel and Kirsty exchanged worried looks.
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“Can you tell us about it while we walk along?” Kirsty asked. “We really want to help, but we can’t be late. Today is a very important day for Rachel’s school.”

“Of course,” said Tilly. “I know all about the new media centre. That’s why I need your help so much. Without my magical objects, the opening of your centre will be a disaster!”

She fluttered up to Rachel’s shoulder and tucked herself under a lock of blonde hair. Arm in arm, the girls carried on walking while Tilly explained what had happened in Fairyland.

“You see, I was teaching a class of young fairies how to cast a vanishing spell,” she explained. “They got a little bit overexcited, and one of them accidentally vanished my objects onto the roof.”
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Rachel gave a little giggle.

“Does that sort of thing happen a lot when you’re teaching?” she asked.

Tilly laughed too.

“Yes, especially with vanishing spells,” she said. “Usually it’s easy to fix, but this time we had really bad luck. Just at the moment the objects appeared on the roof, Jack Frost was passing by with his goblins.”

“Oh no,” said Kirsty, instantly guessing the rest of the story. “He sent his goblins to steal them?”
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