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THE WORLD
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GLOBAL PROTECTION FORCE ALERT
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THE WORLD’S MOST PRECIOUS TREASURES ARE UNDER ATTACK!


Secret Agents Courage and Wisdom recently thwarted an attempt to steal the Emerald Buddha from the Grand Palace in Thailand. The GPF believes that the mastermind behind this crime was also behind the thefts of Picasso’s Acrobat painting and a Fabergé egg from Russia. If this is true, we have a madman on our hands.


All agents must be prepared to travel at a moment’s notice. Anyone witnessing someone or something suspicious should report it immediately to Gerald Barter, the Director of the GPF.


[image: image]


Louise Persnall


Assistant to Gerald Barter
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Global Protection Force (GPF): The GPF is a worldwide force of junior secret agents whose aim is to protect the world’s people, places, and possessions. It was started in 1947 by a man named Ronald Barter, who wanted to stop criminals from harming things that mattered in the world. When Ronald died, under mysterious circumstances, his son Gerald took over. The GPF’s main offices are located somewhere in the Arctic Circle.
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Watch Phone: The GPF’s Watch Phone is worn by GPF agents around their wrists. It can make and receive phone calls, send and receive messages, play videos, unlock the Secret Agent Book Bag, and track an agent’s whereabouts. The Watch Phone also carries the GPF’s Melting Ink Pen. Just push the button to the left of the screen to eject this lifesaving gadget.
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Secret Agent Book Bag: The GPF’s Secret Agent Book Bag is licensed only to GPF agents. Inside are hi-tech gadgets necessary to foil bad guys and escape certain death. To unlock and lock, all an agent has to do is place his or her thumb on the zipper. The automatic thumbprint reader will identify him or her as the owner.
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GPF Tablet: The GPF Tablet is a tablet computer used by GPF agents at home. On it, agents can access the GPF secure website, send encrypted e-mails, use the agent directory, and download mission-critical data.
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Whizzy: Whizzy is Jack’s magical miniature globe. Almost every night at 7:30 p.m., the GPF uses him to send Jack the location of his next mission. Jack’s parents don’t know that Whizzy is anything but an ordinary globe. Jack’s brother, Max, has a similar buddy on his bedside table named “Zoom.”
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The Magic Map: The Magic Map is a world map that hangs on every GPF agent’s wall. Recently, it was upgraded from wood to a hi-tech, unbreakable glass. Once an agent places the country shape in the right spot, the map lights up and transports him or her to his or her mission. The agent returns precisely one minute after he or she left.















DESTINATION: CALIFORNIA
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California is known as the “Golden State.” Gold was discovered here in 1848. Its state flower is the golden poppy.
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California became the thirty-first state in the United States of America on September 9, 1850. There are more people living in California than any other state. Nearly 40 million people live there.
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The Golden Gate Bridge, one of the world’s most famous bridges, is located in San Francisco, California. It’s painted orange so that people can see it through the fog. The largest living tree on the planet, a sequoia nicknamed “General Sherman,” lives in California. It may also be one of the oldest. Some think it could be 2,700 years old.
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Death Valley, the hottest place in North America, is in the southern part of the state. The hottest temperature ever recorded was 134°F (in 1913).
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California is home to the lowest and highest points in the continental United States. Badwater Basin in Death Valley is 282 feet below sea level. Mt. Whitney soars 14,494 feet above. The first Disneyland opened in 1955 in Anaheim, California. It was created by Walt Disney, the genius behind Cinderella, Mary Poppins, and Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs.
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California is an agricultural state. It grows many things including grapes, olives, garlic, lemons, avocados, almonds, strawberries, and broccoli.
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Black bears, mountain lions, bobcats, bald eagles, quail, and diamondback rattlesnakes call California home. Whales, sea lions, and dolphins swim off its coast.
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