



[image: Book cover of ‘A Yearlong Journey through the Bible, A 52-Week Bible Study for Dwelling in God’s Word.' It features floral illustrations.]













[image: Title page of ‘A Yearlong Journey through the Bible, A 52-Week Bible Study for Dwelling in God’s Word’ by Christopher D. Hudson. Published by Faith Words, Nashville and New York. The cover features a floral illustration.]
















Copyright © 2025 by FaithWords


Cover design by Kristen Paige Andrews


Cover copyright © 2025 by Hachette Book Group, Inc.


Hachette Book Group supports the right to free expression and the value of copyright. The purpose of copyright is to encourage writers and artists to produce the creative works that enrich our culture.


The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this book without permission is a theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like permission to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), please contact permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights.


FaithWords


Hachette Book Group


1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104


Faithwords.com


@Faithwords / @FaithWordsBooks


First Edition: November 2025


FaithWords is a division of Hachette Book Group, Inc. The FaithWords name and logo are trademarks of Hachette Book Group, Inc.


The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.


The Hachette Speakers Bureau provides a wide range of authors for speaking events. To find out more, go to hachettespeakersbureau.com or email HachetteSpeakers@hbgusa.com.


Verses marked NIV are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version® (NIV®). Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.


Verses marked NLT are taken from the Holy Bible, New Living Translation (NLT). Copyright © 1996, 2004, 2015 by Tyndale House Foundation. Used by permission of Tyndale House Publishers, Inc., Carol Stream, Illinois 60188. All rights reserved.


Verses marked CSB are taken from the Christian Standard Bible® (CSB). Copyright © 2017 by Holman Bible Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


Verses marked ESV are taken from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version® (ESV®). Copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


Verses marked NKJV are taken from the Holy Bible, New King James Version® (NKJV®). Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson. Used by permission. All rights reserved.


Produced with the assistance of Peachtree Publishing Services (PeachtreeEditorial.com). Special thanks to Randy Southern.


Library of Congress Control Number: 2025942326


ISBN: 9781546009740 (Hardcover)
ISBN: 9781546009818 (E-Book)


E3-20250919-JV-NF-ORI
















Explore book giveaways, sneak peeks, deals, and more.









Tap here to learn more.







[image: FaithWords logo]















How to use this book


The Bible only seems intimidating from the outside. Once you get into its pages, once you familiarize yourself with its narrative and language, you will find that the Bible is not just readable but understandable and applicable.


The key is to find a manageable approach. And many people have found that making one’s way through the Bible is best approached in stages. Hiking the Appalachian Trail—all 2,197 miles of it—would be a daunting challenge. If, on the other hand, you were to divide the hike into fifty-two stages, the challenge would become much less daunting.


Similarly, reading the entire Bible—all sixty-six books of it—may seem like a daunting challenge. But when you divide it into fifty-two stages—a few chapters a day—the challenge becomes manageable.


You can use any version or translation of the Bible, whatever is most comfortable for you to read. You’ll start in Genesis and read straight through to Revelation. The schedule calls for you to read six days a week. You can use the seventh day to catch up, if necessary. Each day you’ll read about three to five chapters of the Bible.


In the pages that follow, you’ll find a guide for each stage of your journey. In each guide, you’ll find features designed to help you get the most from that week’s passage. The Weekly Bible Reading Plan shows you what you’ll be reading. The Key Word summarizes the week’s reading as succinctly as possible to introduce its theme. The Key Verse to Memorize is a meaningful passage from the week’s reading that you may want to commit to memory.


Vital Information outlines the Author, Date Written, Theme, and Original Audience for the book or books you’ll be reading each week. Each detail can help you connect the smaller details to the bigger picture as you read through each chapter of the Bible.


This section is followed by a Key Question that will help you orient your thoughts as you explore the themes of that week’s readings. After that, you’ll find an introductory article that frames the week’s readings for you.


For each of the six days on the reading schedule, we’ve highlighted the specific chapters to be read, along with a reflection question to help you process their content. At the end of each guide, we’ve included a Whole Story paragraph, which helps you connect what you just read to the rest of Scripture. After all, the Bible is one complete message from God. Learning to see how it all fits together is a useful skill.


Does the journey still feel a bit daunting? There’s one more thing that can help: ask a family member or friend to join you. Ambitious challenges often are easier to complete when others join in. Having a conversation partner will help you work through difficult passages. Having an accountability partner will motivate you to continue when you’re tired.


The Bible is a big book, but you can read through it if you commit to it. One day and one chapter at a time.


May God bless you as you embark on your reading journey.















WEEK 1


Week 1 Bible Reading Plan:




	
DAY 1 Genesis 1–4


	
DAY 2 Genesis 5–8


	
DAY 3 Genesis 9–12


	
DAY 4 Genesis 13–16


	
DAY 5 Genesis 17–20


	
DAY 6 Genesis 21–25


	
DAY 7 Catch-up day





Key Word Beginnings


Key Verse to Memorize


GENESIS 15:6 “Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.” (NIV and CSB)


Vital Information


This week you’ll read the first half of Genesis.




AUTHOR Traditionally attributed to Moses.


DATE WRITTEN Approximately 1450–1400 BC, during Israel’s wilderness journey.


THEME The origins of creation, humanity, sin, and God’s relationship with his people.


ORIGINAL AUDIENCE The Israelites, as they journeyed to the Promised Land.





Key Question What do these readings reveal about God?















GENESIS A Book of Introductions



“I’d like to introduce you to an old friend of mine.” Those words go a long way toward easing the awkwardness of a first encounter. Knowing that the person you’re meeting matters to someone who matters to you sets the stage for an immediate connection. It opens the door for a meaningful relationship.


That’s the dynamic we find in Genesis. Moses wrote the book for the Israelites who had been rescued from slavery in Egypt. He wrote to introduce them to their Rescuer, an old friend of his. The Israelites knew of him. They even worshipped him to some extent. But he was part of the history of their people. What they knew of him came from stories that had been passed down from generation to generation. Moses transformed those stories into a personal introduction. In the book of Genesis, he says, in essence, “I’d like you to meet God, who created you, chose you to be his people, and rescued you.”


The introduction is just as meaningful today. The God we meet in Genesis designed us, provides for us, and makes it possible for us to be his children. We can follow him with confidence. We can trust him with our lives.


Beyond this initial introduction, Genesis lays the foundation for the major themes of the Bible. On Day 1, sin enters the world, shattering God’s perfect creation. This new reality prepares us for Day 2 and every reading that follows. Yet God did not leave us in our sin. His love persisted. He saved Noah. He reached out to Abraham. He preserved his people and worked to save them.


As we work our way through Genesis, we discover that God is not just the main character of the Bible but the main character in our own story as well.














DAY 1, GENESIS 1–4 What do you think it means to be made in the image of God?
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DAY 2, GENESIS 5–8 How does the story of Noah and the flood illustrate both God’s judgment and his grace?
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DAY 3, GENESIS 9–12 In what ways do you see Abraham’s faith in these chapters?
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DAY 4, GENESIS 13–16 How can these chapters inspire you to trust God and his plan?
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DAY 5, GENESIS 17–20 Which of Abraham’s fears are most relatable to you?
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DAY 6, GENESIS 21–25 Where do you find examples of God’s faithfulness in today’s reading?
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The Whole Story


Genesis introduces the gospel message: God created the world, sin corrupted it, and God began his plan to save and restore his people. The rest of the Bible unfolds God’s restoration project, culminating in Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross and the ultimate restoration of God’s people to a perfect relationship with him in heaven (see Revelation 21–22).


















WEEK 2


This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:




	
DAY 1 Genesis 26–29


	
DAY 2 Genesis 30–33


	
DAY 3 Genesis 34–37


	
DAY 4 Genesis 38–41


	
DAY 5 Genesis 42–45


	
DAY 6 Genesis 46–50


	
DAY 7 Catch-up day





Key Word Providence


Key Verse to Memorize


GENESIS 50:20 “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives.” (NIV)


Vital Information


This week you’ll read the second half of Genesis.




AUTHOR Traditionally attributed to Moses.


DATE WRITTEN Approximately 1450–1400 BC, during Israel’s wilderness journey.


THEME The origins of creation, humanity, sin, and God’s relationship with his people.


ORIGINAL AUDIENCE The Israelites, as they journeyed to the Promised Land.





Key Question What do these readings reveal to you about God’s faithfulness?















UNSEEN GOOD God’s Plan in Detours and Disappointments



In the first half of Genesis, God made a covenant to bless Abraham and his descendants. In the second half of Genesis, we see him fulfill that covenant, first in the life of Abraham’s son Isaac, then in the life of Isaac’s son Jacob, and finally in the life of Jacob’s son Joseph. God’s blessings take a different form for each man, but his guidance and protection are always apparent.


Genesis 26–50 also reveals two characteristics of God that will feature prominently throughout the rest of Scripture. The first is his ability to accomplish his perfect plan through flawed individuals. Isaac told people that his wife was really his sister to save his own skin (see Genesis 26). Jacob cheated his brother out of his birthright and tricked his father into giving him his brother’s blessing (see Genesis 27). Joseph was a child of privilege who enjoyed reminding his brothers of his favored status (see Genesis 37). Yet God intervened powerfully in the lives of these men to accomplish his will. He looked past their rough facades and saw the potential within.


The second characteristic is God’s ability to work in and through bleak immediate circumstances to bring about something unimaginably good. The events of Joseph’s life, when viewed in chronological order, look like one misfortune after another. He was betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery, falsely accused of sexual assault, and imprisoned in a foreign land. When viewed in hindsight, however, we see them for what they really are: precise maneuverings. God made sure that Joseph was in the right place at the right time, with the right skills, the right political power, the right level of maturity, and the right spiritual frame of mind to save his entire family—that is, the people of Israel.


The events in Genesis 26–50 give hope to anyone who struggles with their own flaws or bad choices, as well as anyone who wonders how God can bring good from even the worst of circumstances.














DAY 1, GENESIS 26–29 Where do you see God working behind the scenes in the lives of Isaac and Jacob?
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DAY 2, GENESIS 30–33 How does God’s kindness and care toward Jacob challenge or surprise you?
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DAY 3, GENESIS 34–37 What struggles helped shape, for better or worse, the dynamics of Jacob’s family?
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DAY 4, GENESIS 38–41 What do these chapters reveal about God’s ability to change hearts and circumstances?
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DAY 5, GENESIS 42–45 How might Joseph’s view of God’s behind-the-scenes work in history challenge you to consider injustices you’ve seen or experienced?
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DAY 6, GENESIS 46–50 What lessons do you take away from the story of Joseph?
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The Whole Story


The book of Genesis introduces the story of redemption that runs throughout the Bible. When Abraham leaves the Promised Land, God brings him back. When Jacob flees his home, God restores him to his land and his family. We even read of Joseph—the brother sold into slavery—rising to power in order to save his family. This theme of restoration threads its way through the Bible and culminates at the cross when God forgives the sins of his people and restores their relationship with him.


















WEEK 3


This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:




	
DAY 1 Exodus 1–3


	
DAY 2 Exodus 4–7


	
DAY 3 Exodus 8–11


	
DAY 4 Exodus 12–14


	
DAY 5 Exodus 15–17


	
DAY 6 Exodus 18–20


	
DAY 7 Catch-up day





Key Word Deliverance


Key Verse to Memorize


EXODUS 19:5 “Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession.” (NIV)


Vital Information


This week you’ll read the first half of Exodus.




AUTHOR Traditionally attributed to Moses.


DATE WRITTEN Approximately 1450–1400 BC, during Israel’s wilderness journey.


THEME God rescues his people from slavery and brings them into freedom.


ORIGINAL AUDIENCE The Israelites, as they journeyed to the Promised Land.





Key Question What does God reveal about himself to a new generation of Abraham’s descendants?















DELIVERANCE God Hears, Rescues, and Restores



In the book of Genesis, God promised to make a great nation from Abraham’s descendants. As the book of Exodus begins, God’s fulfillment of that promise is seen as a threat. You’ll recall that Genesis ends with Jacob’s family—that is, the people of Israel—reunited in Egypt, safe from the famine.


In the decades that followed, Jacob’s family multiplied in their adopted homeland—at an alarming rate, as far as the Egyptians were concerned. The king of Egypt (Pharaoh) was afraid that the large population of Israelites in Egypt could tilt the balance of power in the region by joining with one of Egypt’s enemies.


His solution was to turn the Israelites into slaves and force them to do hard labor. To reduce their numbers, he ordered every Israelite male child to be killed at birth. Into this misery, an Israelite child is born—and cleverly saved from death. His name is Moses, and he will be used mightily by God to rescue his people.


Deliverance is the theme of the first half of the book of Exodus. After years of living in slavery, the people of Israel feel forgotten and alone. They pray for rescue from their dire circumstances. God hears their cries and sends Moses to deliver them.


The events that follow are some of the most harrowing in all of Scripture. Through it all—the plagues of Egypt, the escape through the Red Sea, the journey through the wilderness to the Promised Land—God protects and cares for his people.


He also gradually reveals himself along the way. He begins by announcing his name: I Am, the ever-present one (see Exodus 3:14). As the journey progresses, he reveals more, including his holiness and his expectations for his people. He makes himself and his plan known at a pace people can absorb.


There’s a lesson in that for us. Like the Israelites, we want to know where God is taking us. We look for clues in his description of himself. But we need to recognize and trust that he gives us just what we need to know, just when we need to know it. That’s how he ensures that we stay dependent on him.














DAY 1, EXODUS 1–3 Why do you think it’s significant that God introduces himself as “I Am”?
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DAY 2, EXODUS 4–7 What does Moses and Aaron’s partnership illustrate for us about working together in ministry?
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DAY 3, EXODUS 8–11 What do the plagues demonstrate about God’s power?
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DAY 4, EXODUS 12–14 In what ways do you think the Passover event points to Jesus’ death on the cross?
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DAY 5, EXODUS 15–17 In what ways do these chapters show that God provides for his people?
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DAY 6, EXODUS 18–20 What do the Ten Commandments reveal about what God values?
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The Whole Story


The Bible connects the dots between Jesus and these stories in Genesis and Exodus. Just as God called himself the great “I Am,” Jesus claims this name for himself (see John 8:58). Jesus is the one who is always present to support us (see Matthew 28:20) and meet our deepest needs (see Philippians 4:19). Just as Moses led the people to the Promised Land in a way that provided physical relief from the harsh realities of the wilderness, Jesus provides spiritual relief for his people by leading them into a new relationship with the Father.


















WEEK 4


This Week’s Bible Reading Plan:




	
DAY 1 Exodus 21–23


	
DAY 2 Exodus 24–27


	
DAY 3 Exodus 28–31


	
DAY 4 Exodus 32–34


	
DAY 5 Exodus 35–37


	
DAY 6 Exodus 38–40


	
DAY 7 Catch-up day





Key Word Covenant


Key Verse to Memorize


EXODUS 33:14 “My Presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” (NIV and NKJV)


Vital Information


This week you’ll read the second half of Exodus.




AUTHOR Traditionally attributed to Moses.


DATE WRITTEN Approximately 1450–1400 BC, during Israel’s wilderness journey.


THEME God rescues his people from slavery and brings them into freedom.


ORIGINAL AUDIENCE The Israelites, as they journeyed to the Promised Land.





Key Question In what ways does Exodus emphasize the importance of worship?















TABERNACLE God’s Presence Among His People



As the Israelites made their way from Egypt to the Promised Land, God led them in the form of a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night. His presence was near—and about to become much nearer.


In the second half of Exodus, God gives instructions for what will become his home on earth. The structure he commissioned was the tabernacle, a portable tent where people could worship and engage him. His design plans for the tabernacle include very specific measurements and building material. He even identifies the specific artisans and craftsmen he wants involved in the project.


In giving his people such precise specifications, God emphasizes the importance of intentional worship. Giving glory to him should never be done carelessly.


The tabernacle foreshadowed the temple, the permanent structure that would one day serve as the center of Jewish worship. It also prefigured a much more profound spiritual reality: that God would one day live in the hearts of his people.


Another spiritual reality is revealed all too clearly in the second half of Exodus: the fickle and fallible nature of God’s people. The people of Israel had experienced God’s deliverance and witnessed his miraculous work. Yet while Moses is away—on Mount Sinai, receiving the Ten Commandments—they worship an idol in the form of a golden calf.


Their unfaithfulness and disobedience stir God’s anger. But the incident also introduces God’s people to his pervasive and readily available grace. God demands perfection but knows that we are unable to be perfect. In our moments of imperfection, he offers forgiveness and grace.


The high point of Exodus occurs in the final chapter. God physically descends on the tabernacle in a cloud, revealing his presence with his people and affirming his care for them on their journey.


God still reveals his presence to his people today. He lives within us. We are his tabernacle and his temple. And he still cares deeply for us, no matter where our journeys take us.














DAY 1, EXODUS 21–23 How does God show his concern and compassion for vulnerable people, those who may feel neglected or forgotten?
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DAY 2, EXODUS 24–27 How does God involve his people in the building of the tabernacle?
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