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INTRODUCTION


The ocean has always been a source of epic stories of endeavour and exploration. Our relationship with the sea – through work, play, love, loss, hope and despair – helps shape human identity, making us who we are, as individuals and societies. You can discover these epic stories of adventure at the National Maritime Museum, in Greenwich, London – the world’s largest and most-visited museum of seafaring. Its vast collection has provided the inspiration for this book of puzzles, which will take you on a voyage around the globe.


A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE NATIONAL MARITIME MUSEUM


The National Maritime Museum was opened by King George VI on 27 April 1937 and was the result of ten years’ preparatory work. This began in 1927, when James Caird (1864-1954), a Scottish shipowner and member of the Society for Nautical Research, bought a collection of maritime prints, drawings and paintings from Arthur Macpherson, a passionate sailor and voracious collector, on the understanding it would become the core of a new ‘national naval and nautical museum’. And so, the National Maritime Museum was born.


Since then the museum has continued to grow and develop, modernising its facilities and improving its displays to meet public demand. The galleries and collections allow visitors to discover ships and boats of all shapes and sizes, and to voyage across the world’s oceans. The museum holds over 2.6 million items in the collection, and its displays showcase this vast wealth of material.


The collection includes:


• 90,000 sea charts


• 4,000 oil paintings


• 70,000 prints and drawings


• 1 million ship plans


• up to 1 million historic photographs


• 44,500 3D objects, including small craft, ship models, coins and medals, decorative art, figureheads, relics, scientific instruments, uniforms and weapons


• 12 km of shelving for books and manuscripts


This book contains over 100 puzzles, many of which have been inspired by the museum’s objects and their stories, including maps, ships, nautical terminology, explorers, myths, legends, iconography and seafaring traditions. The puzzles will test your general knowledge, observation and interpretation skills along the way. Travel through the book in any order you like – there’s no set route on this voyage! Some may be more challenging, but you can always keep going and turn back and rediscover what you missed.


By the time you reach the end you’ll have navigated centuries of history, crossed thousands of miles of ocean, and made countless discoveries – so batten down the hatches and set sail!






CHAPTER 1


SIGNS OF THE SEA




Maritime history is rich with symbolism. From flags, ship names, ships’ badges, maritime tattoos and Royal Navy ranks, there is a wealth of meaning in each and every one. These signs of the sea are the focus of this chapter. Some may be familiar to you, others less so, but don’t let that stop you – use the following word puzzles, general knowledge and multiple-choice questions to unpick a wealth of nautical iconography.









ANCHOR NAMES


There are many different types of anchor, all with their own characteristics. By deleting one letter from each pair of letters given below, can you reveal the names of the six pictured anchors? For example, CD AB OT would be concealing CAT.


1. as tl po ne se ta vn od nr ou rp em


2. hp or gi ml ei ts gi vo te


3. le ta ds ot ir sn ed ai ap tn


4. ma ed em ib rp ha ls nt yr


5. rp la to mu ng hs


6. ap ho ro st ef re


Bonus Question:


What is the name given to the iconic maritime symbol of an anchor with coiled ropes or chains around it? As a clue, it is also a description of any real anchor with ropes or cables tangled around it.
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ANCHOR PARTS


This picture shows the names of the different parts of an anchor. Based on this, can you match the descriptions of each anchor below to the correct picture?


[image: image]


1.  STOCKLESS


• No stock


• Two arms are parallel and point in the same direction


• The arms curve to a pointed bill


2.  WISHBONE


• The shank is split into two parts and joined at the top, resembling a wishbone


• One straight arm to which the shank and flukes are attached


3.  MUSHROOM


• Curved, circular base attaching to the shank


• No stock


4.  NORTHILL


• The two arms have flukes and pointed bills, resembling ploughs


• The stock passes through the crown


5.  DANFORTH


• The stock is located at the crown


• Two flat flukes attach to the stock and point in the same direction


6.  CHINESE


• Two straight arms angled upwards in a ‘V’ shape


• The stock, with three component parts, is located at the crown
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TATTOOS


Tattoos often have particular meaning to their bearers, but in maritime tradition some also have more general meaning. For example, sailors might bear different tattoos depending on places they have visited, distances they have travelled, or even as talismans to see them safely across the oceans.


Here are some specific examples of their meaning:


• Pig tattooed on one foot, and a rooster on the other. Said to protect a seaman from drowning. Typically, both animals would be kept in wooden crates on board navy ships. Crates would float in the event of the ship sinking, so sailors could grab hold for safety.


• Fully rigged ship. Shows the sailor has sailed round Cape Horn.


• Anchor. Shows the sailor has sailed the Atlantic Ocean.


• Dragon. Shows that the sailor has served on a China station.


• Shellback turtle. Shows the sailor has crossed the Equator.


• Swallow. Shows the sailor has travelled for 5,000 nautical miles.


• ‘Hold’ tattooed on the knuckles of one hand and ‘Fast’ on the other. Said to allow the bearer to grip the rigging better.


Given the information on the previous page, can you match each of the tattooed arms shown below to one of the four sailors’ quotes beneath? Not every sailor will bear every tattoo that applies to them, but the arms and quotes can be uniquely paired.
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A. ‘I’ve travelled over 8,000 nautical miles across the sea and fought tempestuous waters – travelling around Cape Horn was quite something!’


B. ‘After leaving Shanghai, I found a crew and sailed to New Zealand. I’ve sailed at least 15,000 nautical miles.’


C. ‘We set out from Bristol and navigated via Cape Horn.’


D. ‘My voyages have taken me from Portugal to cross the oceans to America, and even as far as China.’


Bonus Question:


In 1909, a recruitment flyer for which country’s navy required sailors with ‘indecent or obscene tattooing’ to alter them before being allowed to enlist?


NAVAL UNIFORMS


Uniform for officers in the Royal Navy was introduced in 1748. The design of uniform was adapted to reflect broad changes in male fashion. Different ranks were variously indicated by buttons, gold braid, epaulettes and other features. The National Maritime Museum uniform collection is over 7,000 items, including some owned by Admiral Nelson, Edward VII and Admiral John Arbuthnot Fisher. The oldest uniforms in the collection are of the first pattern, introduced in 1748.


1. Use the visual guide to identify the subjects of the portraits on the following pages. Their names and ranks are as follows:


• Admiral of the Fleet John Jellicoe, 1st Earl Jellicoe


• Captain Robert Scott


• Rear-Admiral Sir Henry Codrington


• Admiral Sir Arthur Moore


• Admiral Sir John Fisher


• Midshipman Robert Deans
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Once you have identified the people in each of the portraits, try the following questions:


2. Which of the portraits shows an officer wearing admiral’s ball dress?


3. Which of the paintings shown do you think was painted first?


4. Which one of the illustrated men later became Governor- General of New Zealand?


5. Can you identify the object shown resting on top of the charts in portrait (c), and shown enlarged here?


[image: image]


6. Which feature of naval uniforms, shown in three of the portraits, was officially phased out in 1960?


7. What was the name given to Captain Robert Scott’s ill-fated expedition to Antarctica? It translates to mean ‘new land’.


OCCUPATIONAL BADGES


Occupational badges are used to indicate certain specialities within the Royal Navy, or to reveal the length of a sailor’s service. To the side of each of the badges shown here, the name of the role it was once associated with has been given – but with all of its letters scrambled. Can you rearrange the letters and reveal the names of the occupations?


To help you, the number of words needed for each solution is shown in brackets beneath each anagram, as well as an indication of the field in which the role operates. The spacing in the anagrams doesn’t necessarily correspond with that in the answer. You can also use the pictures on the badges to help you, of course.


 





	

1.  LEG RUBS


(1 – Musical)
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2.  MAIN SLANG


(1 – Communications)
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3.  PLAIN ALCOVE


(2 – Law enforcement)
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4.  SLIGHT REPEAT


(1 – Communications)
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5.  RACKS FIFTH BEST


(3 – Medical)
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6.  SCRAPE WOOD TOXIN


(2 – Weaponry)
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GANSEYS


[image: image]


Women knitting ganseys. The photograph was probably taken in Scarborough’s harbour, c.1910.


Ganseys are tightly knitted jumpers traditionally worn by fishermen to help protect them from the elements while at sea. Each gansey had a distinctive pattern so that if its owner was to be lost at sea, it would be possible to identify their body from the pattern of their gansey. Patterns would be based on things that were important to their owner, perhaps representing rope, fish-bones, waves, lightning, nets and so on. A single wool was used for each jumper, so each was a single colour, such as navy blue or cream.


Now see if you can create a gansey pattern of your own by solving the puzzle opposite. Using a knitting needle and wool would be a little involved, so in this case all you need to do is shade certain squares according to the numeric clues:


• Each clue provides from left to right or from top to bottom, the length of each run of consecutive shaded squares in its row or column.


• If there is more than one run in a row or column then there must be at least one unshaded square between each run.


• All shaded squares are specified in the numeric clues, so all other squares must remain unshaded.


• A ‘0’ clue means that there are no shaded squares in that row or column.


[image: image]


SHIPS’ BADGES


Large, decorative badges started being attached to the hulls of warships in the nineteenth century in order to help more easily identify them. The symbols or pictures used on each badge were typically designed to reflect the name of the ship, and the shape of the badge would indicate the type of vessel:


• Circular badges represented battle ships and battle cruisers


• Shield-shaped badges indicated destroyers


• Pentagonal badges were used for cruisers


• Diamond-shaped badges were used generally for all other types of ship


The names of ten ships are given below, and the badges that belong to them are shown on the opposite page. Based on the images, and the labelling of cruisers and destroyers in the list below, can you match each name to its badge?


1.  HMS Curlew (Cruiser)


2.  HMS Delhi (Cruiser)


3.  HMS Malcolm (Destroyer)


4.  HMS Trusty (Destroyer)


5.  HMS Warwick (Destroyer)


6.  HMS Bee


7.  HMS Dryad


8.  HMS Hermes


9.  HMS Pandora


10.  HMS Sandwich
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BROKEN BADGES


The ships’ badges on the opposite page all include a single-word name of their ship at the top of the badge, but we have hidden part of each word. Each missing part is in fact a regular English word, which you can reveal by solving the word puzzles below.


In each puzzle, find the word you can place in the gap to form two further words by joining its letters to either the preceding or following word. For example, DOOR _ _ _ TRESS can be solved by filling with the word ‘MAT’, forming ‘DOORMAT’ and ‘MATTRESS’. Each puzzle number corresponds to the badge of the same number opposite. Find the missing words and reveal each of the original ship names.






	
1. BOB


	_ _ _ 
	FISH






	
2. JOBS


	_ _ _ _ _
	WHILE






	
3. FLAG


	_ _ _ _ _
	MASON






	
4. TWO


	_ _ _ _
	AWAY






	
5. BRACE


	_ _ _
	DOWN






	
6. OFF


	_ _ _ _ _
	LINE






	
7. TAR


	_ _ _
	GOES
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HOUSE FLAGS


House flags were first introduced in the late-eighteenth century. The flags on the following pages are all examples of house flags, used by organisations and trading companies to identify themselves at sea. Use the flag designs overleaf to answer the following questions.


[image: image]


Print showing the clipper ship Highflyer, which was built by R. and H. Green at Blackwall in 1860 for their London to Australia run. The Blackwall Line house flag is at the mainsail.


1. Using your common sense and general knowledge, can you identify which flag represented each of the following companies?


a. British Rail


b. British Waterways Board


c. Canadian National Steamships


d. Chevron Steamships


e. Crusader Shipping


f. North Yorkshire Shipping


g. Royal Mail Lines


h. Shell Tankers


2. Each of the clues below is describing a different word, which can be spelled using only the letters found on the house flags. No letter can be used more times than it appears across all of the flags. Can you solve every clue?


a. The Suez and Panama are these


b. A double-hulled boat


c. Celestial bodies used for navigation at night


d. Nautical maps


e. Rocky waterfalls, famously found on the Nile


f. Traders


g. A spice mix from the Indian subcontinent


3.  


a. What is the heraldic name given to the diagonal cross used by two of these flags?


b. Which country’s national flag is often referred to simply by the answer to ‘a’?


c. Based on the colours of the two diagonal crosses shown, can you guess from which two countries the companies they are associated with operate?
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SIGNAL FLAGS


Signal flags represent the most important form of communication at sea. Each flag represents a single letter of the alphabet, as well as a specific message or meaning, such as ‘man overboard’ or ‘I require assistance’.


SIGNAL FLAGS FOR A TO Z


[image: image]


1. The names of six types of flag have been encoded below using international maritime signal flags. Using the guide shown, can you reveal each of the names?


[image: image]


2. Once you have revealed the names of the encoded flags, can you assign each of these six types of flag to one of the functions below? Two additional functions will remain unused.


a. Flown as a polite greeting to a passing ship


b. Flown to invite officers from other ships on board for a drink


c. Flown to show that a religious service is happening on board


d. Flown in the Royal Navy to show that an admiral is on board


e. Flown at the bow when a ship is moored or at anchor


f. Flown by a ship that is visiting foreign waters


g. Flown to show that the ship is sailing at full speed


h. Flown at the stern to indicate the nationality of a ship


UNION JACK


The Union Jack is the name given to the flag of the United Kingdom, which is notable for its inclusion of symbolic elements from the flags of three of the four countries that historically formed the union. Scotland is represented by a white saltire (diagonal cross) on a blue field (an area with a single background colour), Ireland by an overlaid red saltire, and England by a red and white cross. Wales is absent from the flag.


Can you answer the following questions about the Union Jack, its history and its modern usage?


1. Why is Wales absent from the flag?


2. Which Commonwealth nation refers to the Union Jack as the Royal Union Flag?


3. Which US state features the Union Jack in its state flag, as shown below?


[image: image]


4. Can you identify the countries represented by the following national flags, all of which include the Union Jack?
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5. Flying the Union Jack upside down, especially at sea, is considered to be a coded signal. What does it indicate?


6. The United Kingdom was formed in stages. The Acts of Union in 1707 joined together the kingdoms of England (with Wales) and Scotland to form the United Kingdom, and the Act of Union in 1800 joined Ireland with Great Britain to form the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, with effect from 1801. Based on the information already given about the symbolic elements of the Union Jack, to what century can you date the flag shown below?


[image: image]


SEMAPHORE


[image: image]


A sketch of a seaman with semaphore flags by William Lionel Wyllie.


Semaphore – the use of flags to spell out messages – is still used in the nautical world today as a means of communication. Two flags are held up simultaneously by a signalman, with the position of the two flags relative to the position of the signalman indicating a single letter of the alphabet. When the two flags are moved to a new position, a second letter is spelled out, and so on. In this way, whole words can be spelled out letter by letter.
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