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				“The Godfather is the I Ching. The Godfather is the sum of all wisdom. The Godfather is the answer to every question.” 

				 Tom Hanks as Joe Fox in You’ve Got Mail (1998)

				It may seem strange to quote a light comedy when referring to a much more substantial series of films, as well as a novel, that has given us some of the most iconic lines and scenes of all time. However, as The Godfather, and its sequels are probably more responsible for influencing popular culture – and having ideas and quotes appropriated regularly, – than any other film it seems only reasonable to return the compliment. 

				References to The Godfather have appeared – and continue to appear – so often, in so many forms and in so many countries ever since the original film blasted across our consciousness in 1972, with Tom Hanks offering just one such example and summing up the beauty of The Godfather perfectly. 

				Mario Puzo’s ground-breaking novel caused a stir even before publication. After he had written only 100 pages of his book, Paramount offered $12,500 for the option on the film rights, an additional $38,000 if the movie got made – and more if it proved a box office hit. Puzo signed in 1967 and Paramount’s then-chief Robert Evans later described the deal as “one gambler helping another”.
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				The gamble paid off. Puzo’s tale of Mafia boss Vito Corleone and his offspring had spent 67 weeks on the best-seller list by the time Francis Ford Coppola’s movie version hit screens in the spring of 1972. Coppola’s film was, for a period, the highest-grossing movie of all time and helped save Paramount from financial ruin. 

				However, the hard financial facts are only part of the story, The Godfather has come to mean so much more – transcending cultures, generations, and backgrounds to become one of the most iconic creations of all time.

				This book looks at some of the classic quotes that have made it into the popular psyche as well as some possibly less familiar lines of dialogue. It is also full of facts and stories that separate myth and reality, shining a light on some of the main themes that recur throughout the Godfather saga.

				Covering the themes of Beginnings, Business, Family, Power, Tradition and Endings, The Little Guide to The Godfather sweeps across the entirety of the Corleone legacy from start to finish and will reward the reader with the warmth of enjoying a quote well-loved, as well as startling them with a new detail excavated from the depths of Godfather research – and there is plenty to drop casually in to conversation to impress those guys who are not quite so wise!
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				From the stunningly different opening scene of the multi-award winning 1972 classic through massive social changes, new relationships, life-changing events and some of the most iconic classic lines of all times, let the saga begin.
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				I believe in America.

				The first, dramatic line in The Godfather, iconically spoken by the undertaker, Amerigo Bonasera.
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				As well as speaking the first lines of the movie, Bonasera also appears in the opening lines of The Godfather novel: “Amerigo Bonasera sat at New York Criminal Court...”
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