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INTRODUCTION


Welcome to fabulous Lost Wages – sorry, Las Vegas. It’s a city as beguiling as it is bonkers, as glamorous as it is gaudy and as decadent as it is, well, outrageous. All at the same time. Judging by the Strip’s sheer love of excess – and the staggering number of visitors it draws every single year – one thing is resoundingly clear: Las Vegas always bets big on spectacle, style and sheer audacity. And we love every wild, glittering moment of it.


This little guide to the original Sin City is the ultimate celebration of Earth’s brightest – and, paradoxically, darkest – city. A place filled with winners and losers, high rollers and low-ballers, magic and disillusion – all on such an epic, overwhelming scale, it makes its neighbouring landmark, the Grand Canyon, seem tiny by comparison!


Inside you’ll meet mobsters and movie stars, showgirls and playboys, and a dazzling detonation of indulgence and decadence. It’s the famed city that never sleeps (even though it boasts an abundance of hotel bedrooms) – a place built to tempt, thrill and whet your appetite for your own unforgettable Vegas story. Because, let’s face it, you haven’t lived until you’ve gambled more than you can afford on the Strip. That’s just the Vegas way, baby.


So, forget your fear and loathing – it’s time to go all-in! Who knows what Lady Luck has in store for us? Just remember, what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas – and that goes double for your money.


Please enjoy… responsibly!











Chapter One


Roll the Dice


It’s time to spin the wheel of fortune, pull the lever of destiny and roll the dice of chance.


The lights are flashing, the stakes are high – and the possibilities? Endless.


So, what do you reckon – are you feeling lucky?
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What you need is a weekend in Las Vegas, the playground of the world.
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Tom Cassidy, Psycho, 1960





May 15, 1905


Las Vegas’s birthday! It was on this date the San Pedro, Los Angeles and Salt Lake Railroad was completed, forging a crucial link between Southern California and Salt Lake City and establishing Las Vegas as a railroad town.


Today, it features a monorail and has played a key role in early Hyperloop development – becoming the first U.S. city to host a test track.







6.8 km*


The total length of the Las Vegas Strip.


It’s the equivalent of almost 62 American football fields!


*4.2 miles








What happens in Vegas… stays in Vegas


Las Vegas’s legendary motto was created in 2003 by the Las Vegas Convention and Visitors Authority (LVCVA) and the advertising agency R&R Partners. The goal was to brand the city as a tourist hotspot for “adult freedom”.


The slogan remains a cultural phenomenon. “Tourists actually believe it when they go to Las Vegas,” ad man Jason Hoff said of his creation.





Originating in Quebec in 1984, Cirque du Soleil revolutionized circus arts with its stylish acrobatic performances across a multitude of Vegas shows.


The company first landed on the Strip in 1993 with Mystère at Treasure Island. Today, more than 100 million visitors have seen a Cirque du Soleil show in Las Vegas.





Since 1952, more than 85 Hollywood films have been set in Las Vegas.


These are the most iconic – do you have a favourite?


1. 	Viva Las Vegas (1964)


2.	Diamonds Are Forever (1971)


3.	Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas (1998)


4.	Casino (1995)


5.	Ocean’s Eleven (2001)


6.	The Hangover (2009)


7.	Leaving Las Vegas (1995)


8.	Rain Man (1988)


9.	Swingers (1996)


10.	Showgirls (1995)


11.	Honeymoon in Vegas (1992)


12.	Austin Powers: 	International Man of Mystery (1997)







165 metres*


The height of the Eiffel Tower at the Paris Las Vegas Hotel & Casino – making it one of the city’s biggest landmarks.


Built in 1999, it is precisely half the length of the real Eiffel Tower in Paris, France.


Visitors can ride an elevator all the way to the top.


*541 feet








October 3, 2003


The infamous night that Mantecore, a 172-kg (380-pound) white tiger and star of the legendary Siegfried & Roy illusionist act, attacked Roy Horn during a sold-out performance at the Mirage in front of 1,500 guests.


There was a lot of blood.







Often voted as one of the best swimming pools in the world – a prestigious honour for Vegas, the home of the pool party! – Mandalay Bay Beach is a 45,000-square-metre (11-acre) “aquatic playground”.


The man-made beach was built using 2,700 tonnes of real sand while the wave pool holds over 6 million litres (1.6 million gallons) of water.


Who fancies a lounge in the lagoon?








Luxor’s the Blue Man Group debuted in Las Vegas in 2000, arguably giving the city its most batshit crazy show!


Performed by three bald, blue and silent figures, the Blue Man Group has entertained more than 35 million fans and remains one of the top family-friendly acts in a city full of sin.


If you go, prepare to get messy with paint!





Las Vegas is the only place in the world where you can take a selfie with an ancient Egyptian pyramid, a Medieval English castle, the New York skyline and the Eiffel Tower all in the background.





No trip to the Strip is complete without visiting a gift shop and buying a one-of-a-kind kitschy souvenir.


Naturally, Las Vegas is home to Bonanza, touted as the largest (and weirdest!) gift shop in the world – about 3,700 square metres (40,000 square feet).


If you go, get the grass flip-flops.





Icons of Las Vegas: Howard Hughes


In November 1966, American aviation engineer and billionaire Howard Hughes moved into the Desert Inn – and stayed for four years. When asked to leave, he simply bought the hotel – and many others.


Within a few years, he became Nevada’s largest private employer, casino owner and property owner, ushering in Vegas’s Golden Age.





Thirteen of the 20 biggest hotels in the U.S. are in Las Vegas. And they say 13 is unlucky?


The Venetian Las Vegas and the Palazzo, operating together as the Venetian Complex with more than 7,000 rooms, form the second-largest hotel in the world – right after the First World Hotel in Malaysia.
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