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My nostrils flare as I send out a howl. Fear spreads through the kingdom. The time has come.

Humans, fear us. Heroes, tremble. The Hounds of Avantia have been unleashed!




Chapter 1

Terrible News

Tom was in his chamber at King Hugo’s palace one sunny morning, when Aduro burst in.

“Terrible news!” he said, panting. “Your father, Taladon, is in danger! There has been a disturbance in the village of Shrayton,” he went on.

“What kind of disturbance?” Tom asked the Good Wizard.

“A terrible evil,” muttered Aduro. “A cursed Beast – Ravira.”

Tom suddenly felt the chill of fear.

“Ravira is the most cruel Beast ever to stalk this kingdom,” said Aduro. “But she is supposed to stay in the underworld. Your father was bitten by one of her servants – a Hound of Avantia.”
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“Is my father dead?” asked Tom, quietly.

“He lives,” replied Aduro. “But in the light of tonight’s moon, he will change and become a Hound of Avantia too. He will then be cursed to live for eternity as a vicious dog, serving the Beast, Ravira.”

Suddenly, Tom’s friend, Elenna, was at the door. She had heard their anxious voices.

“We must go at once,” called Tom, darting from the room with Elenna close behind.

They headed to the stables to saddle up Tom’s faithful stallion, Storm, and were on their way. Elenna’s loyal wolf, Silver, ran alongside them.
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Storm’s powerful legs carried them towards Shrayton. After many hours, they burst onto a muddy track marked with other hoofprints.

“This must be the way,” said Elenna.

After a while, a shape appeared far in the distance. Tom let Storm slow his pace and saw that it was a boy.
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