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INTRODUCTION

So you think you know the Olympic Games, the world’s biggest international sporting occasion? Reckon you know all about the different sports and events, the cities where the Games have taken place and the outstanding sportsmen and women who have graced the competition? Well – this is the book for you!

Contained in these pages are over 1,000 questions about the Olympics past and present, from the ancient Olympics thousands of years ago to the forthcoming Olympics in 2012 and 2016. Each quiz contains 50 questions with the answers at the back of the book. There are two more gentle quizzes at the start to ease you in and two tougher quizzes at the end to really challenge you. Award yourself Bronze, Silver or Gold medals for fun! In addition, there are quizzes on the Winter Olympics and the athletes that take part in the winter sports. We hope you enjoy testing your knowledge and finding out more about this extraordinary sporting and cultural event.


On The Podium

Can you answer enough correct questions to get on the podium and win a medal? Without cheating, mark your answers honestly and then check below to see how you’ve done.





	Score



	0–15

	Hard luck, but you’ve just missed out on a medal.




	16–25

	Well done, you’ve won yourself a bronze.




	26–40

	Good work – you’ve scooped up a silver.




	40–50

	Brilliant. You went for gold … and you got it!









EASY QUESTIONS
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1 In which country did the ancient Olympics start?

2 Which one of the following martial arts is not a sport in the Olympics: judo, karate, taekwondo?

3 Were the first modern Olympics held in the 19th, 20th or 21st century?

4 Are the Summer Olympics (the main Olympic Games) held every two, four or eight years?

5 If you came third in the final of an Olympic event, what type of medal would you receive?

6 How long is an Olympic athletics track: 200m, 300m, 400m or 500m?

7 How many interlocking rings are in the logo on an Olympic flag?

8 Which Olympic sport will be held at Wembley Stadium during London 2012?

9 In which country was the 2008 Olympics held?

10 What is the name of the Olympic athletics event where competitors throw a long, pointed pole as far as they can?

11 In a rowing eight, does each rower pull one or two oars?

12 Does Usain Bolt compete in cycling, football, athletics or swimming events?

13 What is the name, beginning with the letter P, given to the multi-sports competition for elite athletes with a disability held shortly after the Olympics and in the same venues?

14 What is the name of the wide road that links Buckingham Palace to Trafalgar Square, where the marathon will start in the 2012 Games?

15 Sir Chris Hoy has won Olympic medals in which sport?

16 Which is the only swimming stroke where competitors start their races already in the water?

17 What is the name of the one Olympic sport played in a pool of water with a ball and goals?

18 Which one of the following sports is not in the Olympics: badminton, table tennis, squash or tennis?

19 Which one of the following sports is not in the London 2012 Olympics: rugby, football, handball or hockey?

20 True or false: a man with a wooden leg won six medals in gymnastics at the 1904 Olympics?

21 The Aquatic Centre at the London Olympics will host which events – canoeing, sailing or swimming?

22 Which pair of sisters won the 2008 women’s doubles tennis gold medal?

23 How many different events were there at the first ancient Olympics – 1, 7, 13 or 22?

24 Do men or women take part in the athletics heptathlon?

25 Which large river flows through the middle of London?

26 Which Olympic sport is nicknamed ‘ping pong’ and features a ball weighing just 2.7 grams?

27 Fred Lorz cheated during the 1904 Olympic marathon by secretly getting a ride in a car for almost half the race: true or false?

28 What is the name, beginning with the letter P, given to the platform medal that winners stand on when receiving their Olympic medals?

29 In a modern pentathlon, how many events do competitors take part in?

30 Including 2012, how many times has London hosted the Olympic Games?

31 Which is the only full Olympic sport beginning with the letter D?

32 Were the 1992 Olympic Games held in Barcelona, Boston, Berlin or Beijing?

33 True or false: the organiser of the 2012 Olympics opening ceremony is Simon Cowell?

34 Does Michael Phelps compete in football, boxing, swimming or cycling?

35 Which one of the following American cities has not held an Olympics: St Louis, Los Angeles, New York, Atlanta?

36 In which year did tennis return to the Olympics: 1968, 1980 or 1988?

37 If you were watching the Dream Team, featuring Michael Jordan, Magic Johnson and Larry Bird, would you be watching basketball, football or a men’s athletics relay?

38 What athletics event at the Olympics features competitors swinging a heavy steel ball on a chain round and round before releasing it?

39 How many gold medals did Mark Spitz win at the 1972 Olympics:1, 3, 5, or 7?

40 Who won the men’s 100m and 200m sprint at the 2008 Olympics?

41 The first ever event at the ancient Olympics was javelin throwing: true or false?

42 Does the Olympic triathlon consist of men-only events, mixed events or separate events for men and women?

43 In Olympic gymnastics, who competes on the balance beam – male or female gymnasts?

44 How many players are there in a beach volleyball team?

45 If you were flagged as offside by the referee’s assistant as you entered the penalty area, what Olympic sport would you be playing?

46 How many athletes take part in the 100m sprint final?

47 From which country is famous Olympic swimmer, Ian Thorpe?

48 In which sport would you find snatch and clean and jerk events?

49 How many events do athletes compete in as part of a heptathlon?

50 At London 2012 there will be competitors from around how many countries taking part: 50, 100, 150 or 200?
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1 How many runners in a team take part in an Olympic athletics relay race?

2 Was Carlos Tevez, Wayne Rooney or Lionel Messi the leading scorer at the 2004 Olympic football tournament?

3 Is the marathon race just over 42km, 32km or 22km long?

4 In which sport do you find rings, parallel bars and a vaulting table: gymnastics, three-day eventing or weightlifting?

5 In which Olympic sport do players use rackets to hit a shuttlecock?

6 Did men or women take part in Olympic softball competitions?

7 In which event do pairs or teams perform routines in a deep pool with underwater speakers playing music?

8 A field hockey team consists of how many players on the pitch at any one time?

9 One Paralympic athlete has won more than 40 medals: true or false?

10 Was Britain’s first gold medal at the Beijing 2008 Olympics in swimming, rowing or cycling?

11 How many events do athletes compete in as part of a decathlon?

12 What is Usain Bolt’s nickname?

13 Cycle races for tandems (bikes pedalled by two riders) were a feature of Olympics up to 1972: true or false?

14 Was Argentina, France or Spain the 2008 Olympic champion men’s football team?

15 In which sport does Britain’s Tom Daley compete?

16 In which event do runners race over a long course and finish the race with one lap inside the Olympic stadium?

17 Which European city has not hosted an Olympic Games: Brussels, Rome, Paris, Amsterdam?

18 Are sitting volleyball and boccia Olympic or Paralympic events?

19 Does Shanaze Reade compete in cycling, archery, football or athletics for Great Britain?

20 In which Olympic city would you find Westminster Abbey and Buckingham Palace?

21 Were the 2004 Olympics held in Athens, Sydney or Barcelona?

22 If you were watching a server making a double-fault and the score going to 15-30, what Olympic sport would you be watching?

23 Do male or female gymnasts compete on the parallel bars?

24 Were the first modern Olympics held in 1896, 1908 or 1912?

25 Did ancient Olympic athletes compete naked?

26 Which Olympic sport features two competitors throwing jabs, uppercuts and hooks in rounds of action?

27 Does Ben Ainslie compete in sailing, cycling, diving or athletics?

28 Is the London 2012 Olympic Park north or south of the River Thames?

29 At which Olympic Games was the aquatics centre known as the Water Cube and the athletics stadium, the Bird’s Nest?

30 Do rowers in sculls competitions pull one or two oars?

31 Were the ancient Olympics held at Athens, Crete or Olympia?

32 Do male or female gymnasts compete on the pommel horse and high bar?

33 At which Olympics does women’s boxing first appear?

34 Has the United States, Brazil or Russia won the most volleyball medals in total?

35 In which Olympic sport do competitors swim, cycle then run all in the same race?

36 Can you name two of the three swimming strokes, beginning with the letter B, used in Olympic competitions?

37 Were the 1996 Olympics held in Athens, Atlanta, Adelaide or Amsterdam?

38 Baron de Coubertin was the man most responsible for the launch of the modern Olympics. Was his first name: Pierre, Louis, Michel or Henri?

39 What is the name of the martial art, beginning with T, which sees two competitors score points by making strikes with their feet?

40 At which Olympic sport do Victoria Pendleton, Wendy Houvenaghel and Nicole Cooke compete for Great Britain?

41 Were the second Olympics to be hosted by London held in 1948, 1956 or 1964?

42 Does Jessica Ennis compete in the heptathlon, track cycling or hockey?

43 How many gold medals did Michael Phelps win at the 2008 Olympics?

44 In which Canadian city was the 2010 Winter Olympics held: Montreal, Toronto or Vancouver?

45 Where would you find starting platforms, lane ropes and a false start rope?

46 In which Olympic sport do competitors use sword-like implements to thrust and parry?

47 Did women’s football first become an Olympic medal sport in 1972, 1988 or 1996?

48 Golf has never been an Olympic sport before: true or false?

49 Which Olympic sport features aces, smashes, lobs and drop shots?

50 Which famous Olympian carried the flag for the Great Britain team in the 2008 closing ceremony?


MEDIUM QUESTIONS
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1 Did the ancient Greek Olympics first take place in 776 BCE, 210 BCE or 44 BCE?

2 Were the first modern Olympic Games held in Athens, London, Los Angeles or Paris?

3 What is the only Olympic sport to begin with the letter R?

4 The 2012 Paralympic road cycling events will be held on what famous motorsports racetrack?

5 Did Kelly Holmes, Tirunesh Dibaba or Christine Ohuruogu win both the 5,000m and 10,000m athletics races in 2008?

6 The first ancient Olympic race was called a stade. Was it approximately 50m, 120m or 190m long?
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