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Chapter 1


A King’sPromise


 


 


 


 


 


My name is Edwen,son of Egbert the blacksmith.


 


My father’s skill was known throughout the land.People 


travelled for many miles for him to shoe their horses


 


and maketools for them to farm the land.But his greatest 


skill was crafting swords.The swords myfather made 


were the strongest and sharpest in the land.He was 


sword maker for many kings and brave Saxon warriors.
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When Ethelred,King of Wessex,wanted a new sword,


 


he came to myfather’s forge.I was only seven years old 


but I remember it as if it were yesterday. The king arrived 


on horseback with his younger brother, Alfred.


Running beside them were twoof the biggest hunting 


hounds I’d ever seen.I hid behind myfather’s legs when 


the dogs came bounding in,but Alfred called them to


 


his side with a sharp whistle.Whilst myfather spoketo 


King Ethelred,Alfred beckoned me over and let me stroke 


 


the two hounds.As I ran myhands over their long grey 


coats,the hounds sat peacefully, resting their heads on


 


our feet.


 


“I think they like you,”said Alfred.“They arefierce 


 


hunting hounds,but they are clever, too.They know


 


who they can trust.”


 


“What would they do if I was an enemy?”I asked.
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“They would attack,”Alfred replied.


 


“Our swords will be ready in a few days,”King Ethelred


said to Alfred,slapping him on the shoulder as he went 


past.Ruffling myhair, Alfred got to his feet and followed 


his brother into the yard.They untied the horses and


 


rode off,the hounds following alongside.


 


Some weeks later, Father was busy preparing the forge 


and laying out pieces of metal ready for the day’s work.


 


I was busy helping him when suddenly the peace and quiet 


of the morning was broken by the ringing of 


 


the church bell – an attack warning.The village erupted 


into a frenzy of activity. People were running everywhere,


gathering children and heading towards the protection


 


of the church.In the distance the sounds of shouting and 


screaming could be heard.
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