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Picture Framing



When you admire a piece of artwork hanging in a museum or in someone’s home, chances are that the picture framing and matting around the artwork are not the first things you will notice. This is as it should be. Good picture framing brings out the best in art without distracting from it, just as a good sauce brings out the flavor in a dish without masking it. Whether simple or elaborate, well-designed picture framing is an important element in the decor of any room.


If you are an artist or craftsperson, have an interest in antiques, or enjoy decorating your home, picture framing can be a very useful and satisfying skill to learn. Doing your own picture framing will allow you to “fine tune” each piece to suit your own taste and budget. Mail order catalogs catering to the interests of do-it-yourselfers, home centers, art, craft, and woodworking stores all carry picture framing supplies.


All the latest materials, tools, and knowledge available to professional galleries and frame shops are available from the same mail order suppliers for anyone who wants to do his or her own picture framing. Most have 800 numbers and offer express package delivery as well.


This bulletin will help you to purchase the specialized tools you will need and give you some ideas about how to set up your work area. You will learn how to choose the right mat and frame, and determine the size of the finished piece. Step-by-step instructions are given for framing many different pieces. If you have worked with simple hand tools and can measure and cut accurately, you can learn to frame your own pictures — and save money.





Suitable for Framing



Just about anything drawn, painted, or printed on paper, fabric, or glass can be successfully framed and displayed. This bulletin covers the basics of framing artwork on paper:


Original artworks — watercolors, and drawings in pencil, pen, crayons, charcoal, and pastels


Reproductions (limited editions) — etchings, serigraphs


(silk screen prints), and lithographs, signed and numbered by the artist; offset prints


Words — diplomas, certificates, letters, and newspaper clippings


Photographs — both recent and antique


Maps and blueprints


When to Get Professional Help


Certain jobs may present too great a challenge for the beginning framer. Consider having a professional picture framer do the job:


If you believe the artwork may have monetary value or may increase in value in the future.
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