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Welcome to the kingdom of Avantia. I am Aduro – a good wizard residing in the palace of King Hugo. You join us at a difficult time. Let me explain…

It is written in the Ancient Scripts that our peaceful kingdom shall one day be plunged into peril.

Now that time has come.

Under the evil spell of Malvel the Dark Wizard, six Beasts – fire dragon, sea serpent, mountain giant, horse-man, snow monster and flame bird – run wild and destroy the land they once protected.

Avantia is in great danger.

The Ancient Scripts also predict an unlikely hero. It is written that a boy shall take up the Quest to free the Beasts from the curse and save the kingdom.

We do not know who this boy is, only that his time has come…

We pray our young hero will have the courage and the heart to take up the Quest. Will you join us as we wait and watch?

Avantia salutes you,

Aduro


PROLOGUE
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The fishing boat rocked gently on the waves. Calum loosened the rope and let down the sail. His father began to cast out the net, hissing softly through his teeth as he worked.

“I don’t know why we bother,” he grumbled. “We haven’t caught anything for a month!”

“You know what they say,” Calum said. “The sea serpent has scared away the fish.”

His father snorted. “Old wives’ tales! Anyway, I thought that sea serpent was meant to help us.”

Calum glanced round, shivering slightly. Nothing broke the surface of the sea except for a small rocky island not far from the beach.

When they hauled in the net, there was nothing in it.

“Useless,” his father said.

He cast the net out again. As Calum watched it sink into the depths of the water, he spotted something happening between the boat and the shore. It looked as if the sea was boiling. Then it began to churn angrily, and foam and waves dashed against the rocks.

“Look!” he cried, pointing. “Over there!”

His father turned, grabbing the side of the boat as it started to rock dangerously.
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Then, out of the water rose a monstrous head on a long, slender neck. It was covered in thick, rainbow-coloured scales and barnacles. A golden collar round the Beast’s neck glinted in the sunshine, and a glowing chain stretched from this down into the water.


“What is it?” Calum’s father yelled.

Calum scrambled for the rope to raise the sail, but it was too late. The Beast’s neck arched and its vast head loomed over the boat. Calum stared up into huge, furious eyes that seemed to burn with cold fire.

Choking with terror, he saw the creature’s jaws gape open. Its long, curving fangs snapped the boat’s mast, and splinters showered down on father and son like rain.
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Sea water slopped over Calum as the boat tilted. Cowering down, he wrapped his arms over his head and squeezed his eyes shut, as the roar of the sea serpent echoed all around him…


CHAPTER ONE

THE ROAD TO THE WEST
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Tom brought Storm to a halt at the foot of a rocky slope. He and Elenna slid to the ground so that the horse could rest. Silver the wolf flopped down beside them, his tongue lolling out as he panted.

The hill where Tom had met and battled Ferno the Fire Dragon was far behind them. Now he and Elenna were heading west on the next stage of their Beast Quest.

Tom’s heart began thumping again as he remembered how he had freed Ferno from the curse of Malvel the Dark Wizard. The dragon had burnt crops all over Avantia and blocked the river, making the land dry and barren. When Tom had unlocked the magic collar that imprisoned him, the dragon was released from the spell. As he flew away, he had dislodged the stones damming the river, and a foaming torrent had gushed down the hillside.

“I’ll never forget how Ferno broke the rocks with his tail,” Elenna said, as if she guessed what Tom was thinking. “Or how you leapt up on his wing! That was really brave.”

“It wouldn’t have worked if you hadn’t shot that arrow up to me, with the key tied to it,” Tom replied, feeling embarrassed by Elenna’s praise. “I’d never have unlocked the collar without that.”

“What you did was still the bravest thing I’ve ever seen,” Elenna insisted.

“We both freed Ferno,” Tom said firmly. “And now Avantia has water again.”

“Yes, and no more burnt crops,”

Elenna agreed.

Silver leapt up again with an impatient yelp.

Elenna turned to Tom, a determined look in her eyes. “We’d better push on,” she said.

Tom could still hear the words of Wizard Aduro ringing in his ears.

Freeing Ferno the Fire Dragon was only the first of his tasks. Malvel’s curse had turned the good Beasts of Avantia into evil monsters that were destroying the kingdom. It was Tom’s Quest to free all the Beasts and save his people. Tom wasn’t sure he could succeed. There was so much he had to do and so many Beasts to conquer! But he meant to try, with all the strength and courage he had. While there’s blood in my veins, he thought, I will not give up.

This was the adventure Tom had been waiting for all his life. And even though his father, Taladon the Swift, had disappeared when Tom was a baby, he was determined to make him proud.

“Let’s have another look at the map,” he said.

He pulled out the scroll that Wizard Aduro had given him. On it a path glowed green, winding through hills and woodland until it reached the sea in the west.
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