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				oPPOSITE: A young Ferdinand Porsche, pictured during his time as a reserve foot soldier, had dreams from an early age of a career in engineering.

			

		

		
			
				When Ludwig Lohner made this proclamation at the Paris World Exhibition in 1900, he could not possibly have known just how prescient his words would prove.

				More than a century later, the Porsche name has adorned millions of cars across the world, standing for the pinnacle of design and performance. Porsche has conquered the greatest racetracks in the world. Porsche changed the automotive industry forever.

				But had he followed his father’s wishes of working to one day take over his tinsmith business, Ferdinand Porsche may never have established the company that would go on to become such a global force and phenomenon.

				Ferdinand Porsche was born to Anton and Anna Porsche in September 1875 in Maffersdorf, now known as Vratislavice in 

			

		

		
			
				“He is still very young, but he is a man with a great career ahead of him. You are going to hear a lot more from him. His name is Ferdinand Porsche.”

			

		

		
			
				signs of greatness
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				the modern-day Czech Republic. He showed an interest and aptitude for technology, particularly electricity, from a young age. With a view to take after his father, Ferdinand began a tinsmith apprenticeship at the age of 14, but became more and more interested in electrification – much to his father’s disapproval.

				Anna saw things differently. She encouraged Ferdinand to explore his interests as he experimented with rudimentary electrical devices in the attic of the family home, with one creation being ice skates featuring battery-powered lights. Anton was persuaded to allow Ferdinand to attend evening classes at a nearby technical college to study electrical engineering. At the age of 18, Ferdinand made the Porsche family home only the second building in Vratislavice to have electric lighting.

			

		

		
			
				Below: A memorial plaque marks the birthplace of Ferdinand Porsche in Vratislavice, now part of the modern-day Czech Republic.
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				It quite literally proved to be a light-bulb moment that encouraged Ferdinand to further pursue his interests by moving to Vienna, where he started to transfer his skills into the automotive sphere. He joined the Egger electrical company, through which he would begin to work with Jacob Lohner and Co., a company that produced coaches and vehicles, and was now being run by Ludwig Lohner.

				In 1898, with encouragement from Lohner, Porsche designed his first car. Although it looked more like a wooden cart that would be pulled along by horses, it was electric-powered and could reach speeds of up to 21 mph. Officially known as the Egger-Lohner C.2 Phaeton, the car is largely remembered as the ‘Porsche P1’ after Ferdinand engraved the initials ‘P1’ on to the chassis and other parts. It was the world’s very first Porsche.

			

		

		
			
				Below: The Egger-Lohner C.2 Phaeton was the first Porsche-designed vehicle. 
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				The P1 would foreshadow Porsche’s future success in motor sport when it was put through its paces in a 40km race in Berlin in September 1899. Porsche drove the P1 himself with three passengers and finished over 18 minutes clear of the field to claim victory and a gold medal, as well as winning the test for the most efficient car. It was a roaring success that only caused his stock as an engineer to rise.

				Porsche soon set to work with Lohner as his new chief designer, starting the job just two months after his victory in Berlin. He soon developed an electric hub motor that would be instrumental to the design of the Lohner-Porsche car, which 

			

		

		
			
				Above: Lohner and Porsche joined forces to produce the first hybrid vehicle, the Lohner-Porsche-Mixte.
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				was revealed in 1900. It was at its presentation at the World Exhibition in Paris that Lohner claimed Porsche had a “great career ahead of him”, firmly putting him on the world stage.

				The Lohner-Porsche would undergo further development later that year as Porsche combined the electric wheel hub motor with a petrol engine, making the ‘Lohner-Porsche Mixte’ the first example of hybrid technology in a motor vehicle. The vehicles went into production in 1902.

				In 1906, Porsche left Lohner to become the technical director of Austro-Daimler, where he quickly outlined his desire to produce a racing car that could win the prestigious Prinz Heinrich race, a competition for production cars in the Austro-Hungarian Empire. Porsche’s first entry to the race saw 

			

		

		
			
				Below: Ferdinand Porsche continued to work with Lohner until 1906. The experience laid the foundations for a successful career.
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				Opposite: Ferdinand’s two children, Ferry and Louise, would both go on to play key roles in the future of Porsche.

			

		

		
			
				Mercedes, the German branch of Daimler, take victory, but in 1910, Porsche-designed cars took the top three positions. And of course, Porsche himself was behind the wheel of the winning car.

				Porsche’s continued success came in tandem with the growth of his own family, having married Aloisia in 1903. Their first child, Louise Porsche, was born in 1904, before Ferdinand Anton Ernst Porsche, better known as Ferry Porsche, arrived five years later. On the day Ferry was born, Porsche was competing in a hill-climb race at the Semmering mountain – winning his class, naturally – and would learn of his son’s birth via telegram. Both of Porsche’s children would go on to play a critical role in the future of the company.

				The outbreak of World War I in 1914 saw Austro-Daimler’s resources divert to producing vehicles for the war effort. Porsche was tasked with transferring the engine technology from his cars to trains to assist in the war, again marking himself out as one of Europe’s leading engineers and designers.

				But his true passion always lay with high-performance cars and competing with them wherever possible. In 1922, Austro-Daimler produced a new four-cylinder racing car, the Sascha, named after an Austrian count who had encouraged Porsche to design a lightweight sports car. The Sascha won its class at the famous Targa Florio road race in Italy that year and was met with acclaim for its impressive speed and durability given its small size and engine. The Sascha was also sampled by 12-year-old Ferry, who was already taking after his father with a passion for cars and racing.

				Porsche left Austro-Daimler in 1923 as the company struggled with financial issues, upping sticks to Stuttgart to join Daimler-Motoren-Gesellschaft. There he oversaw the design of a number of Mercedes cars, including the Mercedes Compressor sports car which won the Targa Florio outright in 1924. The success prompted Stuttgart’s University of Applied 
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				Sciences to award Porsche an honorary doctorate in engineering (his second, the first coming in 1917). But the name Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche was about to grace much more than just his degree certificate.

				On 25 April 1931, Dr. Ing. h.c. F. Porsche GmbH, a company providing services for design, engineering and consultation regarding vehicles and engines, was officially opened for business. Porsche ran his new operation out of Stuttgart along with his son-in-law, Anton Piëch, and hired a number of former colleagues, as well as drafting in Ferry to work for him.

				Porsche worked on several contracts around this time, including those focused on the design of a new, everyday vehicle. It had to be affordable to both produce and for consumers to purchase; efficient, warranting a sleek, aerodynamic shape; and practical. The first Porsche design was 

			

		

		
			
				Below: The Porsche Type 32 was an important design in what would ultimately become the ‘Volkswagen’.
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				LEFT: Ferry Porsche (right) quickly showed the same panache as his father for design and engineering.

			

		

		
			
				for Auto Union’s Wanderer brand in 1931, but the designs were slowly refined across the Porsche Type 12 project, for Zündapp, before working with motorcycle company NSU on what would be known as the Porsche Type 32. NSU ultimately stopped working with Porsche as it favoured a project with Fiat. But the work that had gone into the Type 32’s design would not be wasted.
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				ABOVE: Auto Union racing cars dominated grand prix racing in the 1930s.

			

		

		
			
				While the idea of an Auto für Jedermann (‘everyman’s automobile’) was being pursued by Porsche, it was still working hard at the other end of the automotive spectrum: high-performance race cars. In 1932, despite having no commissions, Porsche and wealthy racer Adolf Rosenberger founded Hochleistungsfahrzeugbau GmbH, literally translating as ‘High Performance Car Ltd.’.

				When the regulations for a new formula of Grand Prix racing in 1933 were announced, Porsche set to work on a project known as the P-Wagen that would ultimately pique the interest of Auto Union. This new company had been formed in 1932 as an amalgamation of Germany’s struggling car makers and would soon gain state support under the new Nazi government led by Adolf Hitler, who took power in 1933.

				Grand Prix racing had been dominated in the early 1930s by manufacturers from France and Italy, but Hitler was eager 
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				BELOW: As well as tasting success on-track, Auto Union cars were built to special designs to chase land speed records.

			

		

		
			
				for Germany to prove its might on an automotive level, leading to state backing for its motor sport programmes through Auto Union and Mercedes to the tune of 250,000 Reichsmarks each per year. With this funding, Auto Union purchased Porsche’s high performance company and the P-Wagen project, harnessing the power of a 4.4-litre, supercharged V16 engine. Known as the ‘Silver Arrows’ after the colours of their car, Auto Union and Mercedes would go on to dominate Grand Prix racing through the remainder of the 1930s.

				Porsche played a key role in the success of Auto Union on a global stage, but there was a far bigger project that Hitler had in mind for a source of German national pride: the Volkswagen.
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