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I want all Americans to understand: we are at war with an invisible enemy, but that enemy is no match for the spirit and resolve of the American people…


… It cannot overcome the dedication of our doctors, nurses, and scientists—and it cannot beat the LOVE, PATRIOTISM, and DETERMINATION of our citizens. Strong and United, WE WILL PREVAIL!


—@realDonaldTrump, March 18, 2020






Let’s face it. Donald Trump is a rough individual. He is vain, insensitive and raw. But he loves America more than any President in my lifetime. He is the last firewall between us and this cesspool called Washington. I’ll take him any day over any of these bums. #Trump2020


—@realJamesWoods, May 17, 2020
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JUST WHEN YOU THINK YOU’VE SEEN EVERYTHING


The world of politics, it turns out, isn’t immune to a global pandemic. If you told us that a Chinese virus would circle the globe, crash the stock market, kill over one hundred and forty thousand Americans, and bring both President Donald J. Trump’s and former vice president Joe Biden’s presidential campaigns to a screeching halt, we would have told you you’ve read one too many Stephen King books, which you shouldn’t be doing, by the way, seeing he’s a Trump hater.


And yet, here we are.


We have been lucky enough to visit the president in the White House often but never quite like the experience we had on May 18, 2020. We were both still home with our families waiting for the Covid-19 crisis to end when the president called Corey and asked him and Dave to come see him at the White House. Molly Michael, the president’s Oval Office operations coordinator, followed up to book our appointment for 11:30 a.m. but added a small detail at the end of the call. She told us we would need to be at the Secret Service checkpoint outside the West Wing at 10:30.


Corey flew down from New Hampshire; Dave drove in from his home in Maryland. Neither of us knew exactly why we had to be at the checkpoint so early. As we pulled up to West Executive Drive just outside the White House we had our answer—you couldn’t miss it. There, in front of the checkpoint, were two newly erected clear medical tents.


Welcome to the White House in the age of coronavirus.
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As of this writing, the coronavirus has caused a countrywide lockdown, and millions of hardworking Americans to become unemployed. The world’s greatest political apparatus, the 2020 Trump-Pence reelection campaign, has almost entirely transitioned to a virtual operation. The campaign headquarters in Virginia has been closed. Rallies, the lifeblood of the campaign, have been put on an indefinite hold. Wall-to-wall news coverage of Covid-19 has drowned out campaign advertising across all platforms. It was like nothing we had seen before, and in politics, at least, we’ve seen a lot.


So now, in the middle of campaign season and after almost five non-stop years of being on the road fighting for the president of the United States, doing everything in our power to first get him elected and now reelected, we’ve found ourselves in the one place neither of us ever expected: Home.


Historians will look back on the Trump 2016 presidential campaign as the most incredible political comeback ever. Corey was the president’s first and longest-serving campaign manager. With Corey guiding the 2016 operation, candidate Trump won thirty-eight primaries and caucuses and received more votes than any candidate in the history of the Republican primary process. Dave has been one of the president’s most trusted outside political advisors longer than just about anyone else. He joined the 2016 effort as deputy campaign manager in August and steered the campaign down the furious stretch to victory.


We’re also the authors of Let Trump Be Trump: The Inside Story of His Rise to the Presidency, the number one best-selling account of the 2016 presidential race that even the most liberal news outlets call the seminal work of that historic ride. With a tsunami of outside factors threatening to blow this presidential election cycle sky high, the 2020 campaign has become the most important race in American history.


Still, as much as we love our wives and children, sheltering in place got old. For guys like us, for whom politics is the very air we breathe, you might as well have told us the country has turned socialist and all elections have been called off (take it easy, AOC, it’s only an analogy).


Don’t get the wrong idea. It’s not as though we were just sitting home feeling sorry for ourselves; we worked the phones as hard as ever. In January 2020, Dave was named Maryland State cochairman of the Trump-Pence reelection campaign, and he served as the vice chairman of the Republican National Convention. At the end of March, along with his cochair in Maryland, Congressman Andy Harris, he conducted a conference call with hundreds of Trump volunteers from across the state. Dave asked then Trump campaign manager Brad Parscale and Chris Carr, the political director, to say a few words on the call. Brad told the volunteers about the challenges of running a campaign in the days of Covid-19. He explained how the leadership team was transitioning much of the reelection effort to the virtual realm. Chris Carr then emphasized the need for the volunteers to join the virtual effort and to work the phones as though the reelection depended on it.


Corey, a senior campaign advisor for the president’s 2020 reelection effort, is making his cell phone carrier sorry it gave him an unlimited data plan. Corey is serving as the chairman of the Trump Victory Team for New Hampshire and served as the chairman of the New Hampshire delegation to the Republican National Convention. Corey organized a similar call for the Trump team in New England with campaign volunteers.


We’d also been in constant contact with the president, including meetings in the Oval Office, where we gave him our frank assessments of the state of his reelection effort, specifically regarding the data from important swing states. Still, not being out on the campaign trail, a tradition of American politics since before Abraham Lincoln made all the whistle-stops from Springfield to DC, has been frustrating, to say the least. And it’s frustrating on a couple of levels.


For one, as confident as we were in the team’s ability to take the overwhelming percentage of the campaign online, the Trump rally is something that can never be virtually duplicated. Later in this book, we’ll take you inside and backstage at rallies so you can see for yourself the energy and importance they hold. As with Twitter, the rallies give the president the opportunity to take his message directly to the American people. But unlike Twitter, rallies give the American public the chance to see the energy and love this president has for the country firsthand. That’s something you can’t replace.


The other reason we’re frustrated is because the virus lockdown is keeping Joe Biden in his basement and out of the public eye. As nonexistence is where he’s at his best, the former VP can continue to hide the fact that he’s not fit for office and keep his poll numbers artificially high, all while being cheered on by his allies in the mainstream media. President Trump, on the other hand, is confronting a once-in-a-century pandemic, has begun to navigate the economy out of the unprecedented fallout from the virus, and faced perhaps one of the hardest decisions an American president has ever had to make: to close down the greatest economy the world has ever seen, which he built in three short years, in order to slow the spread of the virus.
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From the beginning of the Covid-19 pandemic, President Trump has made the right choices. While House speaker Nancy Pelosi and Democrats in the House were debating whether to allow the sale of flavored tobacco—which was the only piece of legislation allowed onto the floor during the month of February—President Trump was working with the Coronavirus Task Force, led by Vice President Mike Pence, to stop the “invisible enemy” from spreading. They recruited the best private companies in the world to develop and produce tests, provide crucial ventilators and masks, and to send the message that the United States of America would reopen for business as soon as possible.


During White House daily briefings, President Trump invited experts such as Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases, and Dr. Deborah Birx, US global AIDS coordinator and US special representative for global health diplomacy, to speak directly to the American people and share important information that every American needed to know. These experts reassured the public that the government was executing a plan to keep them safe.


Whenever governors asked for assistance, regardless of party affiliation, President Trump delivered. When Democrat governor Andrew Cuomo of New York went on television requesting the president provide New York with hospital beds, President Trump dispatched the Army Corps of Engineers to turn the Jacob K. Javits Convention Center on Manhattan’s West Side into an army field hospital. While Governor Cuomo was on television yet again, claiming the victory as his own, President Trump arranged for the USS Comfort, a naval hospital ship, to dock in Manhattan to alleviate any potential overcrowding issues. When California’s Democrat governor, Gavin Newsom, made similar requests, the president was there. Not only did he help deliver hospital beds, but he also ordered the USS Mercy to San Francisco to provide medical assistance.


Thankfully, because of the swift actions of the president and his team, many of those facilities were underutilized.


In fact, many of the states that predicted doom and gloom, forcing people inside and shutting down their economies, were some of the hardest hit during the pandemic. It’s no accident that cities with Democrat leaders such as New York City, Detroit, and Chicago are going to be crawling back from the economic disaster they’ve wrought for decades. The leaders of those cities opted for hysteria instead of good science. When they had the chance to take a good, honest look at the risk and react accordingly, they failed.


In New York, Governor Andrew Cuomo shut down the state and put hundreds of thousands of people out of work. A few days later, he signed an executive order that required nursing homes in New York to admit patients who’d been infected with Covid-19. As a result, thousands of people died unnecessarily in nursing homes in the state.


In New Jersey, Democrat governor Phil Murphy also forced businesses to close. But he went notably further, dictating how people could live their lives: he told them when they were allowed to go out, when they could go shopping, and when they were allowed to go for a walk in the park. When Fox News host Tucker Carlson asked him whether his actions were constitutional, Governor Murphy said that he “hadn’t been thinking about the Constitution” when he’d put his orders into place. At least he was honest.


Florida, by contrast, handled the pandemic differently. At the very beginning of the pandemic, the internet was flooded with pictures of students on spring break declaring that they didn’t care whether they got the virus or not. For a few days, the media inundated us with those images, warning that Florida was going to be the next Italy or New York. Republican governor Ron DeSantis, an independent-minded conservative, decided not to listen to the Fake News. He did not close down the state the way Governor Cuomo did in New York, and he made sure that vulnerable populations such as people in nursing homes—of which there are many in Florida—were protected.


In Georgia, Republican governor Brian Kemp also kept his state mostly open during the pandemic. He put measures into place only until the people in his state “flattened the curve” and then quickly reopened once the risk of infection went down again. He knew that as bad as Covid-19 was, the economic damage that would be done by forcing businesses to stay closed would be much, much worse.


“Our analysis shows quite clearly,” he said as the state was about to reopen, “that states that open up the soonest and the safest—and Iowa and Oklahoma and Georgia are three examples of states that are doing that—will have much swifter and stronger recovery than states that stay closed.”


Republican governor Kristi Noem of South Dakota never closed any businesses or issued a shelter-in-place policy for her state. Instead, she went on the offense. By focusing on personal responsibility, the people of South Dakota were able to continue to earn a living without government picking winners and losers as it did in so many other places. Further, in partnership with the three major health care systems in the state, she initiated the first state-backed statewide clinical trial on the use of the malaria drug hydroxychloroquine as a therapeutic.


Of course, the press will never give governors such as Noem, Kemp, or DeSantis credit for their leadership. As with anything else, whatever President Trump and Republicans did during the crisis was the wrong thing—even when they were absolutely correct—and whatever Democrats did was right. When President Trump announced, just hours after we had left a meeting with him in the Oval Office, that he’d been taking hydroxychloroquine as a prophylactic measure against the virus, the media went insane. They cited studies that said the drug could kill people. The Fake News warned that anyone else who died as a result of taking hydroxychloroquine would be dead because of President Trump’s dangerous rhetoric.


But as usual, President Trump had been right all along. According to the New York Times, the authors of two studies that said drugs such as hydroxychloroquine were dangerous were forced to retract their research because “the authors could not verify the data on which the results depended.” Those were the people you were supposed to trust, the so-called experts you had to listen to or else you’d be called “antiscience.” Boy, how things change.


President Trump was correct about the virus, hospital beds, ventilators, hydroxychloroquine, and reopening our economy. He was also correct about the fact that the stock market was going to roar back in no time. Well, it’s already back.
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From the onset of the pandemic, President Trump demonstrated strong and unwavering leadership skills. Revisionist historians in the leftist media would have you believe that everyone outside the administration knew what the coronavirus held in store for the United States. By the end of February 2020, the Chinese Wuhan virus had had a limited impact on the United States and there was little to worry about, according to the so-called experts. However, looking to prevent any potential problems, President Trump showed leadership on the issue in late January. He banned travel from China, a move that potentially saved hundreds of thousands of American lives and that Joe Biden thought of as “xenophobia.” He assembled the Coronavirus Task Force, which provided national leadership on the issue for months to come, and declared the virus a public health emergency. Don’t believe the Fake News. The president and his administration took swift and decisive action as soon as coronavirus appeared well ahead of any warnings from the “experts.”


A virus like this had not hit our shores in more than one hundred years. Yet while the president continued to do everything in his power to bring down the “invisible enemy,” the mainstream media were busy rewriting their own history with the coronavirus. While they falsely accused the administration of not taking the threat of the virus seriously enough in the beginning, they said that they, the great bastions of journalism, had been warning Americans all along. They did warn us, but not in the way you might think. Telling us not to worry or make too big of a deal over coronavirus was their only message—no nuance, no debate. The president’s press secretary, Kayleigh McEnany, exposed the media’s hypocrisy at a May 2020 press conference. She asked such Goliath-biased news organizations as the Washington Post, the New York Times, National Public Radio, and others if they wanted to take back the headlines they published downplaying the threat of the virus. Here are just a few:




“WORRIED ABOUT CATCHING THE NEW CORONAVIRUS? IN THE U.S., FLU IS A BIGGER THREAT”


—NPR, January 29







“WHY WE SHOULD BE WARY OF AN AGGRESSIVE GOVERNMENT RESPONSE TO CORONAVIRUS”


—The Washington Post, February 3







“IN EUROPE, FEAR SPREADS FASTER THAN THE CORONAVIRUS ITSELF”


—The New York Times, February 18





Not exactly Paul Revere, were they?


It would be laughable if those stories from January and February 2020 hadn’t downplayed the very real threat to the American people the virus posed. It was journalistic malpractice at its worst. There was no accountability among the press—only more false accusations and shifting of blame.
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Once it became evident that Covid-19 could not be contained, the president rapidly expanded coronavirus testing. He made sure hospitals across the country had the resources and protective equipment they needed, including many more ventilators than were ever used. In addition to the Javits Center in New York, he ordered the Army Corps of Engineers to build emergency field hospitals in Detroit, Miami, Denver, and other cities at the cost of $660 million, with most ending up not treating a single patient. He pushed Congress to pass economic relief legislation to save small businesses and put much-needed cash into the pockets of the American people. He directed billions of dollars to private medical research and development to fast-track therapeutics and a possible vaccine. And he did all that while the entire Democrat Party and its allies in the media were unleashing an unending torrent of misinformation and outright lies about him.


Meanwhile, as the Covid-19 crisis wore on, the greatest economy the world has ever seen, one that President Trump had built out of the ruins of the Obama administration, was stretched to its limit. In one ear, he had a chorus of medical experts recommending closing the country, liberal Fake News blowing everything out of proportion, and the Democrat Party doing its best to take down Donald Trump and ruin as many American lives as it could in the process. Hollywood elitist and talk show host Bill Maher even said, “I think one way you get rid of Trump is a crashing economy. So, please, bring on a recession. Sorry if that hurts people.”


In the other ear, he had the voices of millions and millions of Americans who were out of work and losing hope, businesses large and small pleading for him to open up the economy, and a volatile stock market that was putting everyone’s retirement savings at risk.


For the Democrats, the president’s quandary was a dream come true. After so many failed attempts—the phony Russian investigation by Special Counsel Robert Mueller, the outrageous abuse of congressional power with the impeachment hearings, and millions of untruths told and written by the coastal elites—they thought they finally had him where they wanted him. If he held back the economy, he didn’t care about American livelihoods. If he opened the economy, he didn’t care about Americans’ lives. No matter what he did, they would blame him.


In the face of it all, day after day, President Trump stood in front of the hostile press and reassured the public of the strength of America’s character. At each press conference, he promised the American people that we would get through the crisis together—not just go back to where we were before but come out stronger on the other side. The president threw the full resources of the entire United States government at the coronavirus pandemic. The public-private partnerships forged during this crisis demonstrated once again the very best the US has to offer. Factories retooled to produce personal protective equipment (PPE); pharmaceutical companies fast-tracked research and development to create testing to diagnose the virus and speed up research for a cure. As the media continued a narrative that Trump was not doing enough to solve the problem, the president took action and promised us that we were about to embark on the great American comeback.
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Though not an easy choice, President Trump’s decision to reopen the economy was the right one. He drew from a lifetime of experience in making tough business decisions. He knew that extending the lockdown for any further length of time would put the economy into the same dire position as during the Great Depression. The president had said many times, “The cure can’t be worse than the disease.” It was time to reopen the world’s strongest economy in a smart and methodical way. Predictably, when he did open the country, the Fake News reported that he cared only about his reelection chances and not about how many people would die. Perhaps no other lie it has told about him was more personal and hurtful.


From the first news conference he held during the coronavirus crisis, he said one life lost was too many.


One.


Even the president felt the direct impact of the virus on his friends. His longtime friend and business associate Stanley Chera died after contracting Covid-19.


He said it over and over again, yet all you heard and saw from the media was that he cared only about his reelection. When the Chinese foreign minister blamed the US Army for bringing the virus to Wuhan, there was barely a ripple in the liberal press. When Nancy Pelosi called the virus “an inconvenience,” not a sound was heard. When Trump called it the Chinese virus, Fake News and the crazy left’s army of internet trolls reverted back to their old playbook, calling him xenophobic and racist.


Still, the onslaught by the biased media was taking its toll. The Democrats were using the propaganda the press was spewing to prop up Joe Biden, a broken-down candidate whose best days were far behind him. Though Sleepy Joe is an easy target, coronavirus had put its thumb on the political scale. Without rallies and being out on the campaign trail, the platforms from which the president could hit back the hardest, his success was muted. The left was playing politics at every turn. Even the liberal governor of North Carolina was using the pandemic as a political cudgel to keep the Republican National Convention in Charlotte from taking place.


From a political standpoint, it couldn’t get much worse.


Then it did.
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At the end of May 2020, with the Covid-19 pandemic in the United States three months old, a white police officer in Minneapolis knelt on a black man’s neck until he was dead. That horrific murder was caught on film and reignited the racial divide in America. The president denounced George Floyd’s killing strongly and immediately: “All Americans were rightly sickened and revolted by the brutal death of George Floyd. My administration is fully committed that, for George and his family, justice will be served. He will not have died in vain…. I will fight to protect you. I am your President of law and order, and an ally of all peaceful protesters.”


He then ordered the United States Attorney General William Barr to have the Department of Justice’s Civil Rights Division open an investigation into George Floyd’s death.


But the evil and shocking incident in Minneapolis would prove to be a flashpoint that ignited riots throughout the country. Peaceful protesters found themselves embedded with domestic terrorists from Antifa and other radical leftist organizations. Mobs marauded through American cities, throwing Covid-19 precautions to the wind, looting stores, and attacking and killing police officers and innocent civilians. Many weak and feckless Democrat mayors and governors did nothing but simply stand by while this American carnage took place. The president responded decisively and boldly to restore order in the streets. Again, his priority was the health and safety of the American people. Still, emboldened by its gains during the Covid-19 crisis, the press unleashed another barrage of incendiary lies in order to help Joe Biden. By the end of May, there were nights when it seemed the country would break in two.








[image: image]











The Hillary-versus-Trump presidential race was as volatile and unpredictable as we had ever seen, but as it turned out, 2016 now seems tame compared to 2020. The very foundation of political campaigning and the issues impacting the American voter for Joe Biden and Donald Trump have been turned upside down. Just a few short months ago, President Trump was sailing to reelection on the strength of his economy, ending the endless wars, and creating opportunity and prosperity for all Americans. Now we are dealing with the aftermath of a global pandemic, racial tensions not seen since the 1960s, and a group of Republican Never Trumpers hell-bent on destroying the president.


Other than that, everything was going great.















CHAPTER TWO
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THE BRAWLERS




Such a beautiful Opening Statement by Corey Lewandowski! Thank you Corey! @CLewandowski_


—@realDonaldTrump, September 17, 2019




Before the coronavirus came to our shores, times were good. The outcome of the Mueller investigation crushed what little credibility the media had left. The phony impeachment trial had given Americans little reason to support Nancy Pelosi’s vindictive caucus. The economy was booming. The nation was at peace. Unemployment was at historic lows. From our perspective, it seemed pretty simple: the president’s reelection chances were better than ever. In one corner, standing on top of the restored American nation, was Donald J. Trump, the heavyweight champion of the world, ready to take on anyone who’d come for his title. In the other corner, half asleep, punch drunk, and propped up by former Obama officials, sat Joe Biden, a creepy old guy whose greatest accomplishment at this point is forming a coherent sentence. Few said it out loud, but the sentiment was pretty clear: this guy didn’t have a chance against the champ.


We, too, had just emerged victorious from our own fights. Just like the president, we faced attacks by forces both inside and outside the White House. A day didn’t go by, it seemed, without someone taking a shot at us—all that changed was the “where.” From the outside, it was the usual suspects we’d battled since the 2016 campaign: the Democrats, their hateful allies on the left, and the Fake News. Though we had gotten good at defending ourselves, they, too, had upped their game. They were smarter, quicker, and as relentless as ever.


The attacks from the inside were more diabolical and harder to see coming. They are more personal, more vicious—and sometimes even physical.
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Around noon on February 21, 2018, Corey was sitting in a restaurant near the White House. He was having a cup of coffee with then White House communications director Hope Hicks, whom he had known since the earliest days of the 2016 campaign. Corey was initially supposed to meet Hope at the White House mess located in the basement of the West Wing. That had been the plan, at least, until John Kelly stepped in. Earlier that morning, Hope called Corey to let him know that the White House chief of staff had restricted his access to the building.


Kelly, as you might remember, made it his mission to wall the president off from any outside influences, including friends and trusted advisors like us. He was supposed to be “the adult in the room,” remember? We all know how that worked out. Last we heard, he was getting booed off the stage at some paid speech in New Jersey.


In the middle of his meeting with Hope, Corey’s phone rang. It was Zach Fuentes, John Kelly’s deputy, asking Corey if he would be available that afternoon to meet with the chief of staff. After being informed his access to the White House had been restricted, Corey was more than happy to have the chance to speak to Kelly one-on-one.


At 4:30 p.m., Corey was seated at the large conference table at the far side of the chief of staff’s office. Before Kelly even entered the room, Corey could feel the hostility. Initially, he thought General Kelly wanted to speak with him about a recently publicized meeting that had taken place in the Oval Office a few months back. At that meeting, which included White House political director Bill Stepien, counselor to the president Kellyanne Conway, 2020 campaign manager Brad Parscale, Hope Hicks, and John Kelly, Corey excoriated the White House’s political operation. He told them they were woefully behind where they should be and weren’t ready for what was to come in the midterm elections. Corey had rightly predicted that a Democrat wave was about to crash over the House of Representatives. Combined with the mass exodus of Republican retirements from Congress, the caucus would be a shadow of its former self. There was no way it would be able to protect the president, let alone help him advance his “America First” agenda. Once the Republicans lost the House, Corey told them, impeachment wouldn’t be far behind.


Though his predictions were spot on, his analysis didn’t make him any friends that day. The chief of staff, however, wasn’t concerned with that meeting in the Oval Office. What bothered John Kelly was Corey’s close relationship with President Trump.


“From now on, if you want to come into the White House, you have to call me first,” he said in an exasperated tone.


“That’s bullshit,” Corey said to himself, but he didn’t show his emotions to General Kelly. He mentioned something to the effect of it not being a good use of his time—because it wasn’t. With all that the White House chief had to do, it seemed crazy to Corey that John was going to try to be some sort of gatekeeper as well. But Corey knew it would be the wrong move to engage John while he seemed so angry. It wasn’t the appropriate time or place… for now. Corey tried to ease the tension by reminding the general that they both had the same goal: making sure the president is successful.


“Don’t kid yourself,” Kelly said, “My goal is to save my country.”


If you’ve ever had a moment when, all at once, your opinion changed, you’ll understand how Corey felt. Here was the White House chief of staff telling him that he didn’t care if the president of the United States was successful—that he didn’t care if the president delivered for the American people or not. Though shocking, Kelly’s words weren’t all that big of a surprise. Kelly had no qualms about showing his allegiance to the Deep State. According to media reports, after the president fired FBI Director James Comey in May 2017, Kelly called the disgraced head of the FBI and apologized for the president! Then he said he would resign from his post as secretary of homeland security if the director wanted him to. The general, it seemed, had different priorities from those of his commander in chief.


If there had been tension in the room before, Kelly’s affirmation of indifference pushed it to the next level. Just then, however, Kelly’s phone rang; the president wanted to see him in the Oval Office. Tension diffused—for now.


Corey left the office and walked upstairs to visit his old campaign colleague Don McGahn, then the White House counsel, before coming back down to say hello to Dan Scavino, whose office is located just outside the Oval Office. But on his way to see Dan, he noticed that the door to the Oval Office was open. Madeleine Westerhout, at the time the president’s personal assistant, told him that the president was free to see him if he would like. As Corey walked in, Kelly began to walk out. As they passed each other in front of the Resolute Desk, Kelly said to Corey under his breath, “Fucking asshole.” When Corey asked him what his problem was, Kelly started ranting about Corey “getting rich” off the Trump super PAC.


Getting rich? If anything, Corey was leaking money. He’d already run up a few hundred thousand dollars in fees fighting off the phony Mueller investigation just for being loyal to the president.


The president looked at Kelly and shook his head slowly. “What’s wrong with you, John? Corey isn’t getting rich,” he said, referring to Corey’s $10,000-a-month salary from the super PAC. Kelly didn’t appreciate that; as a matter of fact, it only enraged him further. The president had defended Corey right in front of him, without even thinking twice. John stormed out of the Oval Office but stalked Corey in the outer Oval, lurking angrily like a petulant child. As Corey and the president began to talk, Madeleine informed the president he had a phone call. It was Christopher Wray, the FBI director. Corey respectfully excused himself to give the president privacy, and as he stepped out of the Oval Office, he heard Kelly say to someone out of his sight, “When he gets out of there, throw him out of my fucking building.”


“Hey, John,” Corey said, “last I checked, this isn’t your building. It’s the White House.” Tension exploded.


Kelly turned and came running back into the outer Oval Office with his Secret Service protection in tow. He grabbed Corey with both hands and pushed him up against the Oval Office’s outside wall. While pushing his hands away, Corey told him to get his fucking hands off of him or he’d call the DC police and have him arrested for assault.


“Or we can just go outside and finish it out there,” Corey said. “Up to you, John.” Corey grew up in Lowell, Massachusetts. Going “outside” with someone was his default setting.


Corey pointed to Hope’s unoccupied office—an alternative option after Kelly’s expression said all it needed to in rejecting his offer to step outside. Kelly followed Corey through the open door, and as he closed the door behind him, Corey reminded him that he was in no position to make accusations.


“What are you talking about?” John barked.


“Two words,” Corey said. “Rob Porter.”


Immediately after taking over the chief of staff role, John Kelly ordered a top-to-bottom review of all staff working in the White House. It had included a review of all security clearances, both those that were pending and those that had already been granted. John Kelly established a rubber-stamp review committee in order to evaluate information coming from the FBI; it treated Trump loyalists one way and Kelly loyalists another.


Porter had been the White House staff secretary, a position of enormous importance with almost unlimited access to the president. Just two weeks earlier, the United Kingdom’s Daily Mail ran interviews with two of his ex-wives, who claimed he had physically abused them. The White House chief of staff had gone forcefully to Porter’s defense, calling him a man of true integrity and honor. “I can’t say enough good things about him,” Kelly said. “I am proud to serve alongside him.” Kelly then was forced to state that Porter would slowly transition out of his current role.


However, the next day, the online news outlet the Intercept published photos of Colbie Holderness, Porter’s first ex-wife, showing her with a black eye. Needless to say, Porter immediately resigned in disgrace.


It would have been bad enough if Kelly didn’t know about Porter’s past, but because he established the review committee that vetted him, there was no way he couldn’t have known. Both of his ex-wives made statements to the FBI. One of his ex-wives had taken out an order of protection in 2010. Even a Google search would have revealed that information. A senior administration official later told the Atlantic that Kelly knew about the order.


John Kelly remained chief of staff for almost a full year after the Porter debacle. During that time, he did whatever he could to try to limit our access to the president. He couldn’t completely keep us from him, of course, thanks to the help of our friend and White House counselor Johnny DeStefano, who ensured we continued to see the boss. But our limited access still hurt President Trump. We are a part of his team that are his eyes and ears on the outside.


The meeting in Hope’s office ended with fewer fireworks than at its start. It was only later that Corey realized John had ripped the buttons off his suit. Had he noticed when he was still outside the Oval Office, the situation might have been worse.


Though Corey did ultimately shake Kelly’s hand as a favor to the president, he hasn’t forgotten the day John Kelly thought he was above the law. He’s also keenly aware that the statute of limitations for the assault hasn’t expired.
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A little over a year after John Kelly assaulted Corey, Dave had to fight off his own attack. Though it wasn’t physical, it was designed to hurt Dave at his core.


In May 2019, an article in the online news outlet Axios falsely accused Dave of misleading small donors into thinking that they were giving to President Trump by contributing money to a political arm of Citizens United called The Presidential Coalition (TPC). The piece had the usual anti-Trump suspects’ fingerprints all over it. We found out that the Campaign Legal Center, a shadowy left-wing hit squad supported by George Soros, the Southern Poverty Law Center, and Act Blue, had decided to target Dave with a smear campaign.


The story made it seem as though Dave’s organization had been created during the Trump presidency and that Donald Trump never heard of it. Neither of those claims was even remotely close to the truth. Dave created The Presidential Coalition in 2005, when George W. Bush had been president, and since then, the organization raised millions of dollars in support of conservative candidates and ideas. For decades, liberals and conservatives alike have raised money for their causes by using the name of the current president. TPC was no different; it was building a war chest while simultaneously spending money tactically to support President Trump’s agenda by producing digital ads in battleground states around the country. Dave wasn’t trading on the president’s name at all, and he had the evidence to prove it—in the president’s own voice!


The story was pure Fake News, and the whole thing should have disappeared in a day or two due to Dave’s media savvy for killing stories. Unfortunately, there are still people who hold a grudge against us because of our close relationships with the boss—and some of them have the president’s ear.


Political power can bring out the worst in people, especially when those people feel threatened. That’s what happened to Dave.


Soon after the story broke, the Trump campaign issued a strongly worded statement condemning anyone seeking to profit off the president’s name. Though the statement didn’t name Dave, the implication was clear: Dave was on the outs.


You have to hand it to whoever orchestrated the hit against Dave: they knew what they were doing. Nothing bothers Donald J. Trump more than the thought of someone making money off his name. But our enemies did it in a way that attacked Dave’s integrity, professionalism, and reputation. Though we have been attacked for being partisans, conservatives, and pro-Trump, no one had ever gone after our integrity. It was a first, and we were furious. Too much was at stake to fire back, guns a-blazing, metaphorically speaking—even though that’s something we’re really, really good at. It wasn’t the time for counterpunching or blunt force. Righting the situation for Dave would need time and strategy. The long game was the way back.


On a personal level, the hit job was hard to believe. Apart from the president’s immediate family, Dave has known President Trump longer than almost anyone working in the White House. He’d been considered for the job of deputy White House chief of staff during the transition and had been publicly reported to be on the shortlist for White House chief of staff to replace John Kelly. No one worked harder for President Trump, and no one was more loyal to his mission. Influential people such as current chief of staff Mark Meadows, Congressman Jim Jordan, and Fox News superstar Sean Hannity all came to Dave’s defense. Even with all that help, we both knew that the only way to give the president the truth was to tell him face-to-face. But considering the temperature of the situation, getting a meeting with the president wasn’t going to be easy.


As an informal political advisor, Dave had been on the Trump team before just about anyone else. It was Dave, actually, who recommended Corey to Mr. Trump. As you know, Corey would serve as Donald Trump’s campaign manager longer than anyone. With Corey guiding the operation, then candidate Trump would win thirty-eight primaries and caucuses and receive more votes than any candidate in the history of the Republican primary process. Some would argue that securing the GOP nomination against sixteen other highly qualified Republicans was a much harder feat than winning the general election. And every step of the way, Corey was talking with Dave on the phone, drawing from his significant political experience.


After Paul Manafort took over the campaign, Dave remained a loyal friend while others turned their backs on Corey. So when Dave joined the 2016 campaign in August as deputy campaign manager alongside Steve Bannon and Kellyanne Conway, Corey returned the favor by helping out in any way he could. After election day, our friendship became even more substantial. We both played significant roles in the transition: Dave as the deputy executive director and Corey as a trusted advisor. Each of us thought about entering the White House, but in the end we both agreed that as a team, we’d be of greater help to the president working from the outside.


We were right.


The work we’ve been able to do for President Trump is twofold. First, we try to advise and protect the boss politically. The hundreds of conversations we’ve had with him about candidates in primaries at the federal and state levels are an example of this. “This guy’s great; we think you should endorse him. That guy’s horrible; he’ll never help you out.” We filter through the candidates and encourage him to endorse those who support the Trump agenda and oppose those who won’t. Second, we serve as part of his surrogate media operation. We’ve done literally thousands of media hits, interviews, op-eds, and ad campaigns in support of President Trump. We’ve also written two other books to tell the true story of the president: Let Trump Be Trump and Trump’s Enemies, both of which are New York Times best-sellers. But the point is we’re a team, and when you hit one of us, you hit us both.


So Corey knew what he had to do.


Following the attack on Dave in May, the president held a campaign rally in August in New Hampshire. When he touched down in the Granite State just before the rally, he invited Corey and his family, including his mother, to join him on Air Force One. Among other things, the president wanted to talk to Corey about him potentially challenging Senator Jeanne Shaheen for a Senate seat from New Hampshire. Although the Senate run came up, Corey had something far more important he needed to discuss one-on-one with the president.


He finally got the private moment just before the president went onstage at the rally. The fact that Corey knew him as well as he did before he became the most powerful man in the world allows him to speak to the president uniquely. Though always respectful, he can talk without doing the circular bullshit dance others have to engage in with the president. So when they were both backstage, Corey got right to the point: he told President Trump that he knew for a fact that Dave had done nothing wrong and was being unfairly attacked. He expressed the belief that through his years of friendship and support, Dave had earned the right to speak to the president directly to correct the lie perpetrated months earlier. He encouraged the president to meet with Dave one-on-one.


Within a day, Dave received a call from a staffer asking when he would be available to come into the White House to meet with the president. It was a welcome call and long overdue. For that meeting, he’d go prepared.


Axios reporter Jonathan Swan had written the hit piece on Dave. Swan is considered a dogged reporter with solid sources inside the White House. For these reasons, he is considered a “killer.” However, “killers” can lose their status pretty quickly, particularly when the president finds out how false their stories have been.


Swan was no exception.


On August 25, 2019, the day before Dave was scheduled to meet one-on-one with the president in the Oval Office, Swan published a story for Axios alleging that the president was considering using nuclear weapons to stop hurricanes. The story was pure fiction and infuriated the president. Dave made copies of the nuclear hurricane article and the one Swan had written about him months earlier. He placed them side by side on the Resolute Desk when he walked into the Oval Office. “Same guy,” he said.


That got President Trump’s attention.


The next thing he did was play for the president an audio recording he had on his phone. The voice on the tape was Donald Trump’s—it had been used for a fund-raising call he recorded back in 2011 for The Presidential Coalition, the very organization that Axios had wrongly accused of misusing the president’s name.


After listening to the tape, the president leveled Dave with his trademark steely stare. Honed over years of staring down the worst in Manhattan real estate, the look tells whoever’s on the receiving end that Donald Trump doesn’t like being lied to. At all. Dave knew the look, but for him it took on a different meaning: someone better find a place to hide, and that someone wasn’t him.


For Axios, there was nowhere to hide. The president called RNC Chairwoman Ronna McDaniel and instructed her that the RNC would never send out another Axios story again. Ever. He called Stephanie Grisham, then the White House communications director, into the Oval Office and told her to immediately cut Axios off from the White House’s information flow. To top it all off, he instructed then chief of staff Mick Mulvaney to inform Swan, an Australian by birth, that he was disinvited from the upcoming White House state dinner for the prime minister of Australia, Scott Morrison.


As far as the president was concerned, Axios was dead.


From that meeting on, Dave’s relationship with the president has been as strong as or stronger than ever before. Not only did they clear the air, but President Trump was reminded of what he liked about Dave in the first place: he’s a fighter, even in the toughest of times. As an exclamation point in putting this unfortunate episode behind them, President Trump tweeted one of The Presidential Coalition’s ads demonstrating his gratitude for Dave and the work he and his organizations have done over the years.




New digital ad up in battleground states today highlighting @realDonaldTrump’s strong leadership combating the coronavirus Thank you Mr. President.


—@David_Bossie, April 11, 2020




On Easter Sunday, the president retweeted Dave’s tweet to his more than 82 million Twitter followers. That day was also the six-year anniversary of the Citizens United Freedom Summit in Manchester, New Hampshire—the event where Dave had first introduced Corey to Mr. Trump and the unofficial kickoff of the 2016 presidential campaign.




Big thanks to @David_Bossie, @Citizens_United & @AFPhq for hosting me at #NHFreedomSummit. Will be back to the Granite State soon!


—@realDonaldTrump—April 14, 2014




Dave was back on the team, and just in time, too. In the months ahead, the U.S. House of Representatives would move to impeach the president. As the chief investigator in Congress leading up to the Bill Clinton impeachment, Dave knew the inside of that battle as well as anyone. No procedural tricks or committee scheming could get around his knowledge of the process. It would be Corey, however, who almost derailed impeachment before it pulled out of the station.
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One of the oldest tricks in the book for federal prosecutors is to exert pressure on a target’s inner circle. With enough time and enough pressure, somebody will turn. Those were the very tactics prosecutors used to frame retired general and former national security advisor Michael Flynn. When our friend Rudy Giuliani was the US attorney for the Southern District of New York, he made the tactic an art form, taking down Mafia bosses left and right. Robert Mueller put his own spin on the tactic; instead of jail time, he used lawyer’s fees to squeeze those of us close to the president.


Just about everyone in the president’s inner circle had to retain counsel. They hired white-collar lawyers who came at premium DC prices. Unlike those targeted inside the White House, whose legal fees were paid by the 2020 campaign, Corey was initially responsible for paying for his own lawyers. By the time he testified, he had racked up nearly $400,000 in billable hours (you’d be amazed how quickly that can happen). But if Mueller thought he could squeeze Corey, he was about to be deeply disappointed.
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The House Judiciary Committee, chaired by Democrat congressman Jerrold Nadler of New York, subpoenaed Corey in August 2019. It was supposed to be the first big impeachment hearing of the Mueller Report era. And when we say big, we mean wall-to-wall coverage on every TV channel. Big. There were hundreds of reporters and television cameras outside the Rayburn House Office Building, where the hearing was being held. Fox News had even positioned a camera near the front door. During the pregame show—and that was what it felt like—the crawler that ran under the image read WAITING FOR LEWANDOWSKI’S ARRIVAL.


While those words played on television screens across the country, we were already inside. This latest installment of “professional journalism” gave us a good laugh while we sat waiting in the office of Republican congressman Mike Rogers of Alabama down the hall from the committee room in the Rayburn Building. As former Hill staffers, we knew how to navigate Capitol Hill without walking through the front door.


The networks had fallen victim to what many people have done when dealing with Corey: underestimating him. To do so, however, is at your own peril. Congressman Nadler would learn that the hard way. The funniest part was that he thought it would be so easy. Sharp questioning would put Corey on his heels. Nadler’s lawyerly ways and years of experience holding public hearings would help him tie together a tight narrative, equally persuasive and damning. Corey, he assumed, would just wither under the hot spotlight or come in unprepared. In short, he was wrong. Completely wrong.


Corey had run through mock questions fired at him from a team of killers for hours. Dave, a former chief investigator for the House of Representatives, led the effort. He was joined by consummate Washington professional Ed Rogers and his colleagues at Barbour Griffith Rogers (BGR). BGR Group mega-fund-raiser Dan Murphy, assorted lawyers who had once served on congressional committees, and our close friend Jason Osborne were also on the team. Every one of them was well versed in the process Corey was about to encounter.


But he didn’t just rehearse. In order to refresh his recollection, the research team pulled together every public statement Corey had made in the past.


Corey’s outstanding attorney, Peter Chavkin of Mintz Levin, worked with White House counsel to clarify executive privilege and how that privilege applied to Corey. White House counsel also drafted a letter to the committee articulating the White House’s rationale for claiming executive privilege. Corey would reference this letter multiple times throughout the hearing—much to Jerry Nadler’s chagrin.


The Democrats on the committee—and the liberal left across the country—were counting on what old-time TV fans might call “a Perry Mason moment.” They were hoping Corey would collapse under the glare of the klieg lights and the intense questions by Democrat members of the committee.


As though that had a chance of happening.
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After Corey’s opening statement, which you can find here (it’s pretty good, if we do say so ourselves), Congressman Nadler began the questioning by recognizing himself. After a long-drawn-out, rambling speech about the unfairness of executive privilege, the congressman finally got specific. Referencing the Mueller Report, he asked Corey if he had met with the president on June 19, 2017, in the Oval Office.


Simple question, right?


Wrong. Corey had watched Robert Mueller testify. He had seen the leeway and privilege that the Democrats had afforded the special counsel. And even with all the coddling, Mueller had begun just about every answer he had given to Congress by asking the page number of the report on which the question was based. He would then start flipping pages until he found the corresponding reference. Anyone who watched the special counsel testify that day could rightly assume that he’d lost a step or two.


“May I have a copy of the report to follow along?” Corey asked.


Given the fact that each member of Congress had a time limit of only five minutes to ask questions, you might be thinking that Corey was trying to run out the clock on Nadler. Although you’re entitled to that opinion, we can assure you that stalling was the last thing on his mind. Okay, maybe it wasn’t the last thing. It may have been closer to the front of his mind. Okay, fine, he was stalling. It was part of our master plan. If Mueller had been allowed to reference the report, why shouldn’t Corey be afforded the same consideration?


“You don’t have a copy of the report?” Nadler asked.


“Stop the clock!” yelled congressman David Cicilline, the Trump-hating liberal from Rhode Island.


“You have to start the clock,” said Congressman Doug Collins of Georgia.


“He’s filibustering!” Nadler complained.


“That’s across the hall in the Senate,” Congressman Collins shot back. “You can’t filibuster here.”


A staffer put the report in front of Corey, but it turned out to be the wrong one. By the time they got the right Mueller Report to him, you could have gotten up, made yourself a sandwich, and come to the conclusion that there was no chance of the hearing getting any smoother.


At one point during the hearing, the congressman from California, who had just dropped out of the race for the Democrat nomination for president, began accusing Corey of being ashamed to read quotes from the report out loud. Eric Swalwell is a pompous, arrogant TV hog who is always looking for his fifteen minutes on Maddow.


“President Swalwell, I’m very happy with what I’ve written, but you’re welcome to read it if you’d like.”


“Are you ashamed to read it out loud?”


“I’m not ashamed of anything in my life, Congressman. Are you?”


The way we see it, it is all equal: you are afforded the exact same respect you give.


Next up was congressman Hank Johnson of Georgia, a Democrat who feared Guam would tip over if the United States stationed eight thousand soldiers on the island. He likened Corey to “a fish being cleaned with a spoon” before accusing him of being too squeamish to deliver a message from the president to Attorney General Jeff Sessions.


“Why did it take you so long? the congressman pressed. “You chickened out.”


“I went on vacation,” Corey said. “I took my kids to the beach, Congressman. That was more of a priority.”


Sheila Jackson Lee, a Democrat congresswoman from Texas, tried to—well, we’re still not entirely sure actually. It was definitely some kind of angry lecture—and it definitely had some kind of point she thought was important. When her time was up, Nadler directed Corey to answer her question. “What question?” Corey asked. “That was a rant.” The rest of the Democrats all had their rehearsed lines hoping to rattle him. It did not go well for any of them. Corey was as cool as a spring day in New Hampshire.


As televisions in disappointed liberal households across the country snapped off, the legend of Corey Lewandowski grew in the conservative twitterverse.


Corey was so much in control that he even managed to tease a possible Senate race during his break from testimony. Members of Congress noticed and addressed him about it during the hearing. You can’t put a price tag on that kind of advertising.


Afterward, the New York Post and other news outlets drew an apt comparison to Oliver “Ollie” North, the lieutenant colonel who had turned the Democrat-controlled joint congressional committee investigating the Iran-contra affair on its head. The Atlantic wrote that Corey had tried to make a mockery of the hearings and “Within about five minutes, Lewandowski had accomplished his objective.” The CNN headline read, “Lewandowski Stonewalls and Frustrates Democrats in Contentious Capitol Hill hearing.” But the biggest rave Corey received was from the boss himself, who live tweeted his thanks from Air Force One.
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In one way, the hearing marked the end of the Mueller investigation. Corey would be the first and the last person to testify about anything attached to the phony probe, period. His testimony also ended Congressman Jerrold Nadler’s time in the spotlight. Nancy Pelosi yanked the responsibility for the impeachment of the president away from the House Judiciary Committee under Nadler’s watch and handed it to Adam “Full of” Schiff and the House Select Committee on Intelligence. As you may remember, Schiff and his committee didn’t fare much better.
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With John Kelly now little more than a bad memory, the end of the fake smear campaign against Dave, the collapse of the phony Mueller probe, and Corey’s testimony behind him, it felt as though we finally had made it through the worst of the attacks.
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