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THIS BOOK IS DEDICATED to all of the LGBTQIA+ family members we have lost too soon. And to those who continue the journey of making this world a safer place where we can all love each other and ourselves more freely.
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IF YOU ARE CONSIDERING harming yourself, free, immediate, and confidential help is available through The Trevor Project. Call 1-866-488-7386, text 678-678, or chat at thetrevorproject.org. Help is also available through the National Suicide and Crisis Lifeline simply by calling or texting 988.
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A PORTION OF AUTHOR PROCEEDS from this book will be donated each year to The Trevor Project, an American nonprofit focused on suicide prevention among lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, and questioning youth.
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FOREWORD HOW POEMS LOVE



At my readings, workshops, keynotes, class lectures, even at cocktail parties—anywhere I’m able to engage people on the topic of poetry—I point out that the act of writing poetry is a political act by nature, practically by definition. Even if the general intention of a poem isn’t obviously political on the surface, when courageously penning thoughts and emotions, to some degree every poet is driven by a need to exercise some amount of political agency—in the broadest sense of the word—by pushing back against the status quo of their lives and of the worlds they inhabit—past, present, and future. Poets question, investigate, and aim to discover new perspectives, new emotions, and new possibilities for themselves, for their readers, and even for their detractors. This rings even more loudly, truthfully, and urgently when concerning the often-traumatic life experiences of queer writers.


However, upon reading—well, savoring—this compilation of heartful poems you hold in your hands, it occurred to me that writing poetry is just as powerfully and authentically an act of pure love writ large. We love nature when we painstakingly describe the precise color of a flower, the scroll of mountains, or the sounds/symphony of the sea. We love others when we praise, pay tribute to, or elegize the soothing gestures of their smiles, the timbres of their kind voices, the warm empathy in their eyes. We love our lovers and spouses by rendering the shape of their hands caressing ours, by recording our simplest yet most intimately meaningful conversations with them over shared meals, by noticing the forest of their eyelashes and the tide of their bodies’ breaths rising and falling as they sleep. And, perhaps most importantly, we love ourselves by loving back in these tender ways through which we look at others and the world. And—equally so—by the ways we look into the mirror of our own poems to embrace ourselves in the gaze of all our vulnerabilities, our resiliencies, and our joys, out of which our rightful humanity appears clearly in our eyes.


—RICHARD BLANCO
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INTRODUCTION THE COUNTLESS FACES OF LOVE






I can still see those two young men kissing on the street that morning in Portland, Oregon. As sunlight broke through cloud cover, I watched the two of them say a long goodbye to each other, kissing and kissing again. Looking out from the window of my bus, even from that distance, I could feel the tenderness of their connection, the way they kissed without shame, no attempt to hide it from others as I might have done at that time in my life. Ever since, I’ve carried that small scene with me as a reminder of the right to live and love out in the open, which so many LGBTQIA+ people have fought for over the years and are often still denied. Those two men gave me the hope that I, too, would someday find someone to love, though it would be another decade before I met the man who would become my husband, before we would share a moment like that on our own first date one winter night, kissing and kissing goodbye out in the cold, as people passed by us on the sidewalk, neither of us caring for once if they saw us or judged us.


We all deserve to show our love for each other in the plainest of ways, without having to worry about threats that others might pose to our safety. This is one of the main reasons that my husband, Brad Peacock, and I embarked on editing this anthology. We have both been discriminated against for our sexual orientation—insulted, rejected, and made to feel less-than—more times than we’d like to count. Our hope for this world is that we can all stop trying to restrict, reject, and target people for who they love or how they express their genders. As you open the pages of this book and begin taking in the life-affirming and heart-filled poems we have gathered here, we hope you enter a safe space where you, too, feel that love is for everyone, not just for a chosen few. We hope that you feel permission to become exactly who you are, knowing that you belong here.


These poems reveal, each in their own ways, the many forms love might take—romantic love, self-love, love for nature, and love for the friends and family members who embrace us as we are. This book brims with voices from LGBTQIA+ people and allies who show us how intimacy manifests in daily life, from sleeping together in the same bed to sharing a cup of tea; from doing laundry for the ones you love to picking up a spouse from the airport and kissing them in front of everyone else. In addition to poems by Richard Blanco, Ellen Bass, Mark Doty, Nikita Gill, Andrea Gibson, and other established poets, we have included a wide spectrum of emerging poets. This book also features prose pieces that explore the art of becoming and loving ourselves. We hope people of all ages will feel both seen and heard, uplifted by the stories of others that we often need to read in order to access our own journeys of becoming. Poetry has the mysterious yet undeniable power to bring people together and re-create moments of deep intimacy and connection with very few words. If poems or essays in this anthology speak to you and unlock your own stories, we encourage you to write in response, perhaps even keeping a journal nearby as you read. Every poem is like an open door, inviting you inside, and each person who enters will find something different waiting for them. Let’s never forget we are here to learn from each other and our relationships, keeping an open mind and heart to the endless varieties and countless faces of love that will speak to all of us.


At a time when books are being banned simply for their content, without any regard for context, when LGBTQIA+ people are being attacked and ridiculed, with laws placed on our bodies and our right to exist out in the open, we see this book as an antidote to prejudice. We believe these poems are the exact medicine we need to help us love each other, ourselves, and the world more fully, remembering that no matter who we are, and no matter our situation, we deserve the everyday wonders life offers us. As Mary Oliver famously wrote in her poem “When Death Comes,” “When it’s over, I want to say all my life / I was a bride married to amazement. / I was the bridegroom, taking the world into my arms.” May we all feel safe enough to seek out and receive the tenderness we need to thrive.


—JAMES CREWS
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JAMES CREWS Married to Amazement






The man I married sat next to me


after our wedding, October light pouring in


over dusty pews as he loosened his tie


and sipped from a cup of apple cider,


closing his eyes to savor the taste.


Now I think I didn’t marry him so much


as his amazement for the everyday,


the way he still gasps each time we see


something new—baby painted turtle


plodding through a stream in the quarry,


or a neon-orange caterpillar inching


across crisp leaves on the trail,


how he kneels to film it from every angle


while I crouch beside him, in awe


of his awe, learning all that I can.












ELLEN BASS Sleeping with You






Is there anything more wonderful?


After we have floundered


through our separate pain


we come to this. I bind myself to you,


like otters wrapped in kelp, so the current


will not steal us as we sleep.


Through the night we turn together,


rocked in the shallow surf,


pebbles polished by the sea.












GABRIELLE CALVOCORESSIShe Ties My Bow Tie






What you thought was the sound of the deer drinking


at the base of the ravine was not their soft tongues


entering the water but my Love tying my bow tie.


We were in our little house just up from the ravine.


Forgive yourself. It’s easy to mistake her wrists
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