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Chapter 1


Long ago,the people and the animals lived together as equals.But there were no stories in the world.The Sky God,Nyame,kept them all to himself in a special box.Many travelled to see Nyame to try and buy the story-box, but they all failed.
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“The price is too high,”they said.


 


“We’ll never get the stories.”


Anansi the spider was cunning.He loved stories and he didn’t likethe word “never”.
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Anansi went to see Nyame.


“I want to buy your stories,” he said.Nyame laughed.“Even rich princes and powerful lions cannot affordmy story-box.There is no way you can pay the price, little spider!”


“What is your price?” asked Anansi.
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Nyame chuckled.“I want three things:Onini the python,


 


Osebo the leopard,


and Mmboro the hornet.”
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